Castro, on Tape,

Denies Complicity

In JFK Murder
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In an extraordinary tape recording
played before the House Assassina.
tions Commiltee yesterday, Cuban
President Fidel Castro denied any
complicity in the assassination of
President Kennedy and insisted that a
warning he issued 2% months before
the 1863 murder had been widely mis-
understood.

His voice echoing through the Can-
non Building saucus room, followed
phrase for phrase by a Spanish inter-
preter, Castro said he had simply
been teying to warn U.S, officials Lhat
he was aware of plols against his lire
sponsored by the Centeal Intelligence
Agency,

“So, I sald something like those
plots start Lo set a very bhad prece-
dent, a very seripus one—land| that
that could hecome a boomerany
against the authors of those actions,”
Castro declared. "But | did not
mean to threaten by that ., | .fid
not mean by that that we were woing
Lo lake measures—similar messures—
like a relaliation for that

Castro had made his seemingly o
nous remarks to an Associnted Press
reporter he had called aside un Sepl,
7, 1083, during a reception al the Brea.
silian embassy in Hoavang. "Uniled
States leaders” he warned at the
time, “should think that il they are
alding terrorist plans to eliminate Cu.
ban leaders, they themselves will not
be safe.”

See ASSASSINATION, A7, Col. 1
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Commizie. and staff members who
interviewed Castro for more than four
bours in Havans last April 3 neg
lected to ask wha: prompred his re-
marks tnat G2\ or why ne chose the
Brazilian embassy for his forum

It was reportedly in September
1863. however. that 2 longtime confi
gant of Castre. Rolande Cubela. me:
with CIA case officers ir Sao Pauio.
Brazil, and saic he would be willing to
attempt Castro's assassination if the
U.S. government wouid support him

According to Eawarc J. Epstein's
recent book. “Legend. The Secret
World of Lee Harvey Oswald.” Cube
ia’s startling offer was communicated
to ClA headquarters on Saturday,
Sept. 7. 19683, Castro's remarks at the
embassy in Havana the same day re-
portedly raised suspicions among
some CLA officials that Cubela, code-
named Amlash. might be a doubie
agent.

“he interview with Castro was

as the House committee
' what appears to be a dead

end int itz eiforts to resolve the gues
tion of possible foreign entanzlements
in the president's assassination in Dal.
las on Nov. 22, ;

The Sovier Union has refused the
commitiee’s request for various doey-
ments. including the KGB's volumi.
nous surveiliance files on Oswald dur-
ing his 2= vears stay there Yester
day. chief committee. counsel G. Rob.
ert Biakey reported that the pane) has
been “largely frustrated in its art-
tempts to investigate the nature of
Lee Harvey Oswald's activities and
possible associations in Mexieo City~
in late September and early Oectober
of 1963.

Among the loose strings ® A man
employved at the Cuban embassy when
Oswald went there on Sept. 27, 1963.
abruptly left Mexice City the day of a
prearranged interview and finally re-
fused to speak with House investig-
acrs when they reached him, by hap.
penstance. by telephone. The commit-
tee refused to make public the man's
name or even his nationality, appar-
ently because of a declassification

problem. Blakey refused to commen:
wher asked if the individua! might
have been a CIA infomant.

* Long-ignored reports that Oswald
and two other Americans attended a
party in Mexico City in eariy October
1963 where Cuban Consul Eusebio
Azeue was also an invited guest have
foundered on the commirtee’s inabil
ity to secure the testimony of Mexican
author Elene Garro de¢ Paz She firsi
told the story to the late American
Foreign Service officer Charis:
Thomas in October 1864, Now rerired
Azcue. who-restified hefore th. com-
mittee Monday. hotly denied ever at
tending such a pirr: and called the
story “incredible " Biakey deseribed it
an ‘“interesting” bur said that atv
tempts to get Garro- now in some
other -country, .to testify “have been
unsuccessiul.” _

® The committee has evidently been
unable to get the CIA to concede pub-
liely that it maintained photographic
surveillance of individuals visiting the
Cuban consulate in September 1963—
despite the fact that the Cuban gov-
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with photographs of tne alleges Cla
photographic surveillance site. Tha
Cla failea e take Oswaid's picture
although he visited the consulate or
three occasions,

* Reports that Castro had heard
thet Oswald might kill Kennedy Os
tensibly because of remarks Oswald
made at the consulate remain unre
solved, denounced on the one hand by
the Cuban governmen: as a
“disinformation effort nv the Central
Intelligence Agency' and supported
on the other by sources thar the T.S
inieligence regards as “highly confi-
dential but reliable ~

The committee's questioning of Cas-
troon this and other points was gen-
tle. circumspect and far from thor-
ough despite the length of the inter-
view. The Cuban president_denounced
talk that he ‘had advance warning of
Oswald's intentions as “absurd.” The
committee put the guestion to him
only indirectly. by showing um & mel-
odramatic account of the allegation in
the National Enquirer.
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"I woula never have given a jour
nalis: an inwerview in a pizzeria." Cas
tru declared after reading the Ep
quirer article. “It has been imventec
from begmning to end.’

On the larger question of whethe-
he or any other Cuban official migh:
have had some connection with the as
sassination, Castro denfed it vigor-
ously.

“Whe here could have operated and
planned something so delicate as the
death of the United States president””
He asked rhetorivally. “That was i
sane. From the ideological point of
view. it was insane, And from the e
litical point of view. it was a tremen.:
dous insanity . . . The leaders of the
Cuban revolution have never made
that kind of insanity. and that I may
assure yow" ‘

Castro said Cubela was tried ang sen-
tenced some years ago “for the plots
against our lives,” but he declared
that he had not known of ;Cubela’s
CIA backing until the Senate's CIA
investigations several years ago.
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Now in a Cuban prison. Cubela. who

was meeting with the ClA in Paris the
ézy Kennedy was killed, told the com-
mittee the same story.

“He said that during [his] prosecy.
uon ifor plotting against Castro). ne
did not inform the Cuban govern-
ment. and the Cuban government gid
not learn, that his plot had the sup-
part of CTA personnet” Blakey relar-
ed

Sprinkling the interview with his
spontaneous assessments of other
U.5. presidents, Castro said he does
no: think Jimmy Carter is capable of
ordering all the subversion and sabo-
taZe nis regime has sustained in the
past from ClA-sponsored campaigns.
But he said, “1 would not have trusi-
ed [Lyndon] Johnson" and he describ.
ed Richard M. Nixon as “a man with-
out scruples.” He said Nixon wanted
fo send the Marines to invade Cuba.

“Had Nixon been president during
the [18961) Bav of Pigs invasion. a
landing by the military Army of the
United States would have (aken
place,” Castro declared. ‘W e are
absolutely convinced of that”




