What's Happened to Bay of Pigs

i i Associdted Preas Writer
‘. MIAMI—Juan Jose Peruyero sat in. his

._E&.r%nﬁﬁ.mn office in a Tundown -aa_woh o = .
- of Miami where he opérates his automobi 5 s . :
paint and body shop. He reminisced, and “I will go again—all of us will—some

sownm ﬁm the EE.:& A day. And next time we'll finish the, job,.
VAnd ot v Buel mish e job There'll | There'll be no quitting. or excuses. We're.

nhwans e B H_.Eﬂﬂnﬂm.wn ready 10 yeady to fight again fo free our country.”
w48 Army Capt. Hugo Sueiro Rios (re- N ~ Juan Jose Peruyero

2itivd Y fimped out and held the front door of
= {hree-bedroom home open for a visi-
grinned a Wﬂ.ﬂ&ﬁ“. gettled down on
ich and quielly told about his recenat
South Vietnam, and his dreams for

e, Something will happen soon, possibly this Today, these ransomed “freedom ighters"
#is my life. T've never stopped fight- year. And I am ready . .." Y pursue their more preosaic vocations, in
. i %R, 1ts been a long time, but the Ten years ago, those three displaced ..mumn.zaa.gmo&ﬂhawg.-.g
 diregie e started then cobtinues, We have Cubans aphd some 1500 of their countrymen living -an providing for their families—as
* wpirit: @ jty that will prevail—soon.” were in a Guatemalan training camp run by cab  drivers, .vnnaﬁsuaa_ lawyers, sales-
@ Cruz, a tall dignified Negro who the American CIA. On April 17, 1061, they hit  man, mechanics and fighting men for the

k] discrimination as readily as he ' the beaches in the disastrous inwasion of U. S, armed forces.
nism, paced the floor and ges: Cuba at the Bay of Pigs. 3 .Hﬁmwa.auuﬁ&ﬁou_ﬁd.gunm.

i atically, Those who weren't killed were captured -~ million Cubans living in exlle in this country
o , optimist as well as a realist by Fidel Castro’s troops. They spent 20  and-elsewhere, ;
oI am..u homeland,” ke says. months of confinement in fear, nogﬁwob.unn But these men are special, they say. They
.A_.H..n Nixon Administration has to act. hitterness. | claim a unity that other exiles or refugees do
> _ ' . = A

_mot! bave.
Their “unifying bond,” as Sueire calls i,
is the still active Assault Brigade 2506;
%é»uﬂ&&ﬁ%gﬂﬁsm
2d Infantry Battalion of Brigade 2506 onto
Pliva Giron, the beach leading from Bahia
de* Cochines, the Bay of Pigs. A Sy ea
" Today, he has a plastic plate in his head
and partial pavalysis of the left side of his
body as a result of a Claymore mine explo-
sion in Vietnam. He served with the 82d Air-
borne Division and was a logistics officer
with the nﬂ.m Infantry Division when wound-

ed. :

;rﬂ 31, he is studying accounting at the
University of Miami while supporting his
| Along with more than 200 of hig country-
men, he joined the U, 5. armed forced in
March 1963, following the release of all but
nine Bridgade prisoners by the Castro
regime, Castro demanded and got $53 mil-
lion in American food and medicines for




: . 5L ] AP Wirepho
President Kennedy and wife greet Cuban participants in 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion at Miami’s Orange Bowl. T




their freedom.

“We e to return rapidly to Cuba
after the Special Officers Training Course in
Fi. Benning, Ga.,” says Sueiro.

[

| Badly Mistaken

| “We were badly mistaken. Adter Prmdent

léennedy was killed, there was a change in
the, political situation in this couniry and we
were told another invasion of the island was
impossible. Many of our people got out of
the armed forces, maybe half. Bul many ‘of
us remained, or returned after quitting."'

-Why?

141 fcel that besides fighting communism,
I was keeping myself ready for any posible
relwrn to Cuba in a fighting ca

He says many of the Cuban oﬂicers m the
u. S, Army,NavyandAlanmfed the
same way.

“Naturally, many of them have a career,

-—

| good rank, prestige and have put in a gmd e
" part of thelr Lves as fighting men for tne: i«

 United States forces,” says the shy, mild-’
mannered Suerio, o of

“Bul 1 feel sure fhat given the opport =
unity, lhe majorily would drop everythingym
leave their positions and families and ret
to fight in Cuba . . . T know all my friendsn.
in the Army feel tlns way. At heanrt, that's
what we all want—an opportunity."

He says the brigade was formed “of all ' .

kinds of people—students, former army pm--.m
sonnel with Batista or Castro, college gradu!*

ates and peasants, laborers—all with differs

ent political bellefs and ideas,
“But Fidel Castro achieved one ihing for...
us. He made it possible for Brigadistas to be-

_ come unified, This spirit of unity continues to, .

exist among the men of the bridgade, be they:*
d-aboatedfamﬂurmentemdﬂnﬂaﬂdld" !

uﬁ.les away, or here in ordinary jobs. w
“Their mhﬂdngnshere.uﬂmeenterot
activity, the “‘brigade.”

Amuit mmmmmmtoﬂyhm .
minds of men such as Sueiro, but as a phy--
sical being in a second-floor walkup above &'’
photographer's studio on West Flagler St., in”
the heart of the Miami district known as',
“Little Havana."™ e

It is an “associalion” now, holding tmiu:"m
terous meetings in the smoke-filled hall but ;s
dedicated to keeping alive the spirit of return.:---

Still active are its leaders, then and now,“
Jose Perez San Roman, Manuel Mme
Peruyere and others. =

s currenl president is a suacky. nervous

.barger who learned his trade in Caslro's pri-

e

Man of Mystery _ '

Manuel Artime, perhaps the most familiar, |,

name among all the Bay of Pigs personali~r o
ties, }s today a man of some mystery 23,, i
Miam

Artime was the elvilian “political chief,” v
who reportedly arranged for CIA qamd*ship-,—
and recruiting for the brigade, Hemﬂmq
liaison between the uniformed fighting . mg
and their Cuban exile wbﬂcel ba.ckera
CIA leaders,

Today, he is owner of a Miami store

He is in the import-expart business, fri- , -

ends say. But others claim that he continu

to make the coniacls necessary for amﬂ:er_ '

large-seale invasion of the Communist island” 4.

Artime declines interviews as does Perez -
San Roman, the brigade's fighting leader at; )
the Bay of Pigs. “Pepe,” Perez San Roman,,
now 40, working in Miami_for a h'uckl.n(
firm.

Retort to Castro

Cruz, 40, a salesman- co}leclnr for a home'

products firm in Miami, was commander of i’

a parachute company in the 1961 assault, His
colleagues hold him in high regard for a
face-to-face encounter with the bearded Cu-

“What are you doing hene? M a blu:k

man, don't you know we have wiped out
discrimination in country? You can go
anywhere, swim at any of the clubs, do what s
you want.”

Cruz retorted: *I didn't come here to gu—- !

swimiming, 1 came to free my country from
Communism.” i
Rufael Guas Inclan, viece president of +
Cuba when dictater Fulgencio Batista fled
the advancing Castro guerillas, lost his son "
in the Bay of Pigs invasion. The youth diedus
fighting rather than su.rmnder, says Guaf

Inclan, R, L

Now 74 a.nd a Miami reszdewt he lsactkvg.m

in the exile movement as head of a smalldq

érgp called Alliance for the Liberation of. .
u (RS

Receiving a newsman in the dark ang ™
shabby meeling hall where a number of old-

sters noisily played dominoes, Guas Inclaft'l
expressed bitterness at what he called United =

© States failure to meel its commitments. 7o~

““The Uniled States of today has lost muchi..

of ibs prestige regarding our country . : { porud
shouklkmnwrthatmbaisonlyunuaian
trampoline to this country,” he says. e

With that, beexpreswdimeopinionbelﬂ
hyamamrltyotﬂubaneﬂes e

taining the status in regard to Cuba, <t
Brigadistas and most of the other exilei’ e
bemoan U, S, inaction. k o

They do anything to encourage a even,.
pmvukg ® confrontation with the Oastre .
regime. [PV

Their great hope is for Cubans on 'Lhe...
island to rise up against Caslro so they. and =
the United States, will have an excuse for an.—
other invasion.

Meanwhile, they wail. And hope. They- -

argue among themselves, as Cubans will. 1

Ko

But theirs is & common goal—to retwrn..Z2C
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