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Cuban Ship Attacks 
Draw U.S. Warning 
And Pentagon Alert 

From New Dlopatohos 

The State Department said 
yesterday the United . States 
would take whatever measures 
are necessary to protect Amer-
ican citizens from attacks sim-
ilar to those made by Cuba on 
two Panamanian freighters 
this month. 

Departmental spokesman 
Robert J. McCloskey said, 'The 
United States government con-
siders these armed attacks 
upon commercial vessels . . 
to constitute a clear and pres-
ent threat to the freedom of 
navigation and commerce in 
the Caribbean and a threat to 
American citizens. 

"Such threats are intolera-
ble. The United States govern-
ment is prepared to take all 
measures under international 
law to protect U.S. citizens 
and the freedom of the seas 
against these attacks in this 

area." 
Shortly after the State De-

partment issued its warning, 
Pentagon spoksman Daniel Z. 
Henkin said. "We have initi-
ated certain precautionary 
measures so that the Depart-
ment of Defense would be pre-
pared, if neciSsary, to carry 
out the policies expressed in 
the statement issued by the 
State Department ... concern-
ing protection of U.S. citizens 
in the Caribbean area." 
Military Alerted 

Pentagon sources Indicated 
U.S. air and naval units were 
being alerted. The United 
States has jet fighter units 
and warships based in such 
places as Cherry Point N.C., 
Jacksonville, Fla., and the 
Guantanamo Naval Base on 
the eastern tip of Cuba. 

However, there was no word 
of any actual Ship or plane 
movements: . 

The Pentagon's and State 
Department's statements fol.- 
lowed Cuba's declaration yes- ...  

terday that it would not "take 
a single backward step" and 
that President Nixon's demand 
for the release of a captive 
American sea captain would 
be "flatly rejected." 

Havana Radio, quoting an 
editorial in the government-
controlled newspaper, 
Granma, answered the Nixon 
demand in a broadcast. 

President Nixon met Thurs-
day with the wife and children 
of Capt Jose Villa, 55, skipper 
of the cargo ship, Johnny Ex-
press. which was strafed and 
seized by two Cuban gunboats 
in international w a ters 
Wednesday about 120 miles off 
Cuba. 

Although the 235-foot ship is 
of Panamanian registry, Villa 
is a naturalized U.S. citizen. 
There were 13 more crewmen 
aboard and several of them, 
including Villa, apparently 
were wounded in the machine-
gun and hand grenade attack. 

The Fidel Castro govern. 
ment claimed the 1,400-ton 
vessel was a "private ship" 
being used by the Central In-
telligence Agency. 

The White House denounced 
the seizure and said such an 
act "canna( be tolerated by 
the Internet mal community." 

The Whit,  House yesterday 
underscoree Mr. Nixon's de-
termination o win Villa's free-
dam by s ving: "We have 
made vigor( is protest to ty 
government of Cuba and have 
undertaken strong diplomatic 
efforts to se ure the release of 
the captain ' 
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