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Miami-Based Freight

MIAMI, Fla. (AP — A
Miami-based freighter radioed
it was sinking in the Atlantic
Wednesday after being at-
tacked and rammed by a Cu-
ban gunboat off the eastern
coast of Cuba the U.S, .Coast
Guard said.

The fate of the 15 crewmen
was not known,

‘“We have a plane at the
scene but it hasn't found any-
thing,”" a Coast Guard spokes-

man said about six hours after

the Johnny Express radioed it
was under attack.
“It'a_poulble it's sunk, beer

Sinking After Cbban At

captured or is under way else
where,”" the spokesman said.
The search was continuing ir
darkness.

Cmdr. Howard Istock said
Jose Villa, skipper of the John
ny Express, reported he had
been shot in the back and two
crewmen had been wounded. .

Istock, chief of intelligence
for the Tth Coast Guard Dis-
trict, said the last radio mes-
sage from the 'Johnny Express
was at 2:40 p.m. EST,

“It said that the ship had

been rammed and was sink
ing,”" he said.
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