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Crewmen Released 
PANAMA — Twenty-six 

crewmen of two freighters 
seized by Cuba earlier this 
month arrived in Panama, 
but Cuban authorities are 
still holding the captain of  

one vessel and a crewman 
on spy charges. 

The release of the sailors 
from the Layla Express and 
the Johnny Express was ar-
ranged by Panamanian me-
diators. Both ships are regis-
tered in Panama but are 
owned by the Bahama Lines 
of Miami, a firm operated 
by a Cuban exile family. 
Cuba is still holding the 
ships. 

The U.S. Navy disclosed 
in Norfolk, Va., that it has 
kept a destroyer on patrol 
in the Caribbean since the 
two ships were seized. Al 
though the Pentagon ha 
announced an "Increase in 
surveillance" as a result of 
Cuba's actions, this was th 
first time that the nature o 
such surveillance was dis-
closed. 
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