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Cuba Puts Navy
And Air Force on
Alert Against U.S.

MIAMI, Dec. 18 (UPD) —
Cuba put its air and naval
forces on alert today, saying it
would not be “intimidated” by
President Nixon's military
alert or his demand that a cap-
‘tive American sea captain be
freed.

Cuba’s official Communist
newspaper “Granma,” in a
statement read over Havana
Radlo, warned that “Cuba will
not be intimidated by the hys-
terjeal campaigns and bluffing
of the Nixon govéernment.”

At - the United Nations,
Cuban Ambassador Ricarde
Alarcon, in a speech to the
General Assémbly, announced
the armed forces alert in his
country. He ssid the alert was
in support of Cuba's policy of
“procetdi.uz any ships
engaged piracy against
Cuba.

The Fidel Castro regime put
the island’s air and naval
forces on alert less than 12
heurs aftéer refusing to release
the captain of the Miami-based
freighter Johnny Express,
strafed and captured by
Cuban gunboats in interna-
tional waters 120 miles off
Cuba Wednesday,

After learning of Cuba’s re-
fusal to release Capt. Jose
Villa, 55, a naturalized Ameri-

can citizen, the U.S. State De-
partment = denounced the
Cuban seizure of the Johnny
Express and her sister ship,
the Lyla Express, earlier this
month,

“The United Stnbeu is pre-
pared to take all measures
under international law to
protect U.S. citizens and the
freedom of the séas against
these attacks in the Caribbean

area,”  State Department
::lcg-:emn Robert MeCloskay

~ A short time lnter. the De-
partmént of Defense ordered
naval and air forces in the vi-

cinity of the Caribbean on spe-| -

clal alert.

Althbugh the five major
Navy and Air Force bases in
Florida confirmed today they
had recelved the Pentagon's
alert, base spokesmen can-
didly admitted that no leaves
had been cancelled and that
their base operations were
“normal and unchanged.”

The Granma statement said,
“Our people are not afraid of
any imperialist threat.

“And just in case Nixon
thinks he can intimidate the
Cuban people, air and naval
units of the revolutionary

two captured ship), owned by

the anti-Castro bun broth-
ers of Miami, “pirate
ships” in the seriice of the
Central Intelligency Agency,
The Granma ediiorial called|
McCloskey's deniil that the
Johnny Express ;‘; ‘Lyla Ex-
preéss were connec ed with the

U. 8. government '| shameful
lie” comparable ' the U.S.
government’s orig
of any involvemen:
of Pigs invasion. “

ships that carry o }
against Cuba at ny
from our coast ar{

armed forces have also béen
put on alert.”

- The Cuban government then
reiterated charges- that the
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