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HAVANA—On t}u cut-

Amerlcan city are milc after |
mile _of makeshift shacks, |
built by the ‘poor who:have |

. come to the clty seeklng

" crete apartments. .

. ers’ salaries a¥e provldad rby ‘
“*~ the government... L

jobs. ! ,"
. In Chﬂe these slums are’
called “callampas,” or-mush-

. yoom$, because. they seem fco

spring up overnight.

On the outskirts of Ha-"
vana and other Cuban cities
a different kind of housipg * 4
is “mushrooming”—moderp; !
sturdy * prefabricated cpu- i
|

Like the slums surround-f:
ing South American cities;
these homes are being huilt
by the. people who.will live .
in them.” But the materisl,”
the bluéprints and the work- !

The biggest of'these de

‘velopments - i -Alamar, -
" where more than 140 whlte, :

red, yellow and blua apast-
ment buildings have heen

. puilt near the Caribhbean

albout five miles east.of Ha- |
vana, More than 140 more 5-
and 1%story buildings are in

- varlous stages of construc.

tion, and the new town is ex-
pected to have. 150000 rcsb
dents. . 7 E o
.. Enrique’ Abreu, 51. ‘was
one of the first workers to
begin building . Alamar - in
1971, When he and ahout 30

AP artmen ts

" skirts of almost every Lat.ln
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other workers at the Havana
oil refinery voluntegred 1o -

form a “microbrigade” --to
work at Alamar, those, ' Who
stayed behind pledged to

handle the volunteers' Jobs,

In return for supplying a
“microbrigade,” the;‘.u!mery

- workers -were promlsad 8
‘specific number ¢
ments at Alamar.

of  apart-
One of t,l_lose_ ap_art_mentsv

" asthma. ; The
. allotted” thdirhpartment by

- - tionary ment
-, their, contribution

~+ a small, two-bearoom, °

ﬁfthrﬂoor'
.went to Abren and his wife. -

. +“Before we lived in ope

flat- " with = a .
- . kitchen and’ bathroom—-

room with a‘'wooden dlv!der :

that I put up myself,” said
Abreau, a friendly, weath-
eredlooking man with *two
bottom teeth . missing.
“There was a small arga for

%

the stove and we shared- the ,;

bathroom : with nine other
families.” ; ;
+“The old” plaée

" Foaches and was very i:losed|
and stuffy. This one is cool »

.and clean,” i~ .said " Mrs,
. Abreu, -who '

the workers af the ‘oil reﬁn—

‘cept - that. seems.:f0) e
 to ihwg

cletyfand the nany

'poh cal groups - thost Cu»
“% .-bans belong too..Like’ °th‘ 1
‘;Alamar

residents

Workers By

Abreus pay a rent equaI to i
about, 6 per cent of the hus- ]

" haitd’s salary. -

Along with the new hous-
ing, the .. Alamar
brigade 5"

i
q

“micro- °
have bul].t_

lld

theater, & ollnie. and’ a fac.

“:

tory that makes furniture to’

be sold to resjdeuta o! the
}pro.‘lect. .

A
when’ - tholv “*parents . are
watching a show “ynsuitable
for minors” in auother hall,
Abreu said.

A iorg;gn businessman
who visited::Alamardald the '
buildings appear well-con-
structured, although 80 per .
cent of the workers :had"
never before . done construc-
tionwork.

Abreu-said ‘the idess . of
forming ‘the ‘microbrigades

was suggelted ~by . Prime .!
* Minister Fidel: "Castro In a ;

conversation with : a group of o
workers in 1970.; g

Construct.\on of hew hous- :

ing "was .. neglected dunng
the early “years of Castro’s |
‘government because most of
Ahe . zovernments resources
were devoted to: providing
“the” aucntial«»..gbods“that
' ould no longer be imported. ;
nmi:esul' ‘of th&.tra e.em-

pgps-ainitiated. ,
tates§ B
“fThe govem int 21so con-'

ceptrated on:t.copstructing:

‘new schools:and hospitals in’
-an effort to .strengthen the .
- human Resources - needed to
bulld the /Cuban economy. -
i Even” wlth mlcrobrlgades
u:rl houses all over the
hﬁthere 18 stilF d hous::
lng ‘shortage. In his annual’
July 26 speech this year,

:.Xinder g 'nltruetion ‘are
‘more’ schooly, stores and day .
‘ cm center:i. an?hther factory
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: e . ,,.wuama. ,m«aaa u.:..r.aa. a,tu,:ax.. post -
right, with a fenced-in swimming.pool.. v . ,

S Aparizment bulbings in Alamar
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overlook w,uuﬁu..u,nas.w_.
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The Abreus in the living roomm of their new apartment.
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