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Minister. "Fidel - Castro” has

called a “temporary govern-
men " Cuba is prepax‘ing;'to

new polltlcal -struct
grassroots participati
~LastJune and July;

citizens of one of “Cuba’s six

provinées chose “local “and °
provincial | ofﬁcmls in~.the .
- first govemmeqtal electlon,v

“Thig year, the. lo-year-old

Communist Party ‘of- Cuba - -
-will hold its first party_con-- -

gress ‘to . consider,. among

other thmgs, -whether - tg -
electlons =

“Hold- ~similar
throughout the: country
At thé ‘same”

“time- that *-
"party members are ‘prepar- -

‘ing for the congress, a com-
_Jnission of scholars and gov-
“ernmentofficials is drafting +-
.4 new constitution to'be sub-:
itted to the voters in.a ref- ;

erendum in1976.:.
i+ The, goal of all this ac

H

" zation of- the - soclalist state

j:of Cuba - .
;I his ‘annual 26th ‘of July

' speech last year—a $ort of."

i £uban staté of the union—

Z@astro emphasized that the

‘,cMatanzas Province elections

Twere. not " held to :satisfy.

o “bourgems world opinion.”
>+ He "and other of{lmals
«~'gool; pains to di,stmgmsh the

“highly. politicized, multi-
“party votes held m'Cuba in
ithe past.” :

" The ~Matanzas elections,
Castro said, were “the pur-

;ity, according to ‘Castro;.is
Jthe definitive instituﬁonali-i :

w " type of electionr from

"est in . the -history of our
. Country—elections . without
i-deals; without frauds, with-
glout de nagogue vithout
E’Petty B

-in g
tionwide Vote was in 1958
- The - ‘Mantanas, electlon
: wés not contested on the ha-
sis' of party alliances or is- -
sues, Candidates were nomi-
- nated by’ their’ neighbors,
_and the only. campaigning:
‘was the postmg of 'each can-
didate’s . blography con a,
‘neighborhood ' 'bulletm
board. " - )
Of the:'1,014 delegates
elected on the neighborhood

- level, 46 per cent were mem--
. brs..of

the' Communist
Pax:ty the “vanguard organi-
zation” - that sets govern-

iensni o BB o % QR

) . o
" ment policy. Another 13 per

cent were members: of the
Young*® Communist. League.
There are no other polmcal
partles in Cuba.

Voters in each electoral'

district c¢hose delegates to
serve on a municipal assem- -

bly. Each municipal assem-.
bly then elected delegates to .

serve on regional and pro-

vincial assemblies. -

All' of -
elected executive commit-
tees to oversee the function-
ing of government agencies
in their areas. Since every-

_ thing is run by the govern-

ment in Cuba; this means
the committees will eventu-
ally supervise every restau-
rant, factory and store in
Matanzas as well . as -the
schools and sewer systems.
The expenm\mt in Matan-

* said Raul" Ruiz; -director®of
the Departmént of State
i dicial Agencies of the Ci

> munist Party’s Central Comy-:
. mittee. “The. expsmment‘ hés

i 'shown' us’,that;
problems ‘of d )
“solyed in the' locality.
luﬁons ar

the" so-

the "assemblies

" (zas *is working much ‘better ’
than, we thought it would,”
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ulcker and ‘bet-
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« large  bureaucr
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as designed to. . formiof the court system, a
Flous™ b Taw'™ providing™ matérnity
i benefits and. a new family

ode covering. matriage, di-
orce; ": custody = and-- adop-
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: s b’ thatiw

famxly code which has
t: been gyproved. "
209hember committee
uiz i a membe
is studyinz tabulations: of
the votes takpn in the meet-i

. the minutes of all-the meet-"
ings and when we hear of an
] op!nlon we re

* hy

discussions 'were hel y
REEL 211 logical that It ghould

" people - for ap,
o our’ qual rel§

elundament ‘e

this year) after: simllar;}:-;‘- v
grassrootu discuulons, pro-
ordinary - citi

the world _Before this we
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