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HAVANA—After more 
than 16 years Of whit Prime 
Minister Fidel.  Castro has 
called a "temporary govern-
ment,":Cuba: is preparing to 
set up "popular ,power,u .a 
new•political structure with 
grassroots 'participation. , 

Last June and :Tilly,' the i. 
citizens of one of Cuba's six 
provinces chose local and 
provincial officials in the 
.first governmental election 
since Caitio took. Power. 

"This year, the 10:year-old 
Communist Party of Cuba 
will hold its first party con-
gress to consider, among 
other things, whether to • 

-similar.;,, elections 
:throughout the country: 

At the same " time ' that 
;arty members Are prepar- 

ing for the congress, a com-
mission of scholars and gov-
:ernment officials is drafting 
a new constitution to be sub-
initted to the Voters in a ref- " 
erendum in 1976. ' 
75: The, goal of all this actitr-

according to Castro, is 
:the" definitive institutionali-

iation of the socialist state 
:of Cuba?' 

In .his `annual 26th Of July 
:-Speech. last year—a Sort of 
,Cuban state of the union—
Castro emphasized that the 

,,Matanzas Province elections 
•were not held to = satisfy 
.-"bourgeois world opinion." 

He and other officials 
too 'pains to distinguish the 

,;.'"new' type of election from 
=..tlie"highly politicized, multi-
:party votes held in-Cuba in 
:the past/. 

The Matanzas elections, 
:Castro said, were "the pur- 

' est in the historrof our 
,:vountry—elections without 

deals, without frauds, with- 
.,Out dem 	ry agogue, without 
ItettY,POlitidef  

Castro said' tnat if this 
year's party congress ap-
proves, similar elections 
could: be held th#uglkout 
Cuba in0,971Whe*iiticiia.: 
tionwide vote *as in 1958. 

The Mantanas, election 
was not contested on the ba-
sis of party alliances or is-
sues. Candidates were nomi-
nated by their , neighbors, 
and the only campaigning 
was the posting of each can-
didate's biography on a 
neighborhood 	bulletin 
board. 	• 

Of the - 1,014 delegates 
elected on the neighborhood 
level, 46 per cent were mem- , 

, ins of the Communist 
Party, the "vanguard organi-
zation" that sets govern- 

ment policy. Another 13 per 
cent were members of the 
Young' Communist: League. 
There are no other...political 
parties in Cuba.  

Voters in each electoral 
district chose delegates to • 
serve on, a municipal assem-
bly. Each municipal assem- . 
bly then elected delegates to 
serve on regional and pro-
vincial assemblies. 

All of the assemblies 
elected executive commit-
tees to oversee the function-
ing of government agencies 
in their areas. Since every-
thing 

 
 is run by the govern-

ment in Cuba, this means 
the committees will eventu-
ally supervise every reitau-
rant, factory and store in 
Matanzas as well as • the 
schools and sewer systems. 

The experim6t in Matan-
zas "is working much better 
than we thought it would," 
said Raul Ruiz; director', of 
the Department of State Ju- 
dicial Ageitoiea of the Coln- 
munist Party's Central Corti-

, mittee. "The experiment has 
shown is „that ,.),vhen the 
problemi cof 
solved in, the locilitl; the' so-
luteins are 'quicker and .bet- 
ter."' 	, . 



. 
Ruiz-, a member.. of". the - large bureaucracy I ••••.1{,esi.'-%.Ministerii, was designed to form of the court system, a . .  

committee drafting the new .,.. vane; .:,,...• 	•' 	 ..,11. .seriourlifeihr't leiPi • - Proiliffritr .hiaternitY 
.....-, • • 

ecitiititrithtrin eald,:;lt.„Would• .. • One of the first.. effortiiXov. :teeisnt' prOblem • and 'pro.... benefits and a new family 
probably -Provitle.'.10,t.',..elec-. • involve people in lavi-makii . . -vides. for the arrest of peo.•• ••• •:.....code.-Covering marriage, di-
thinii.;:.9t1isiihtribliii •''Wthe • .'ingot A grassroots leVereliiir:r•iple•-*hrilail to hold down li,:t'.. 'tierce; custody and • adop- 
locaV;Pirovititilel ., and .. na- • the discussion of a proposed .. • -steady .job..."y'. :..;•: ,: ••••. 	.• ..:tion5:1....•-• 
tiottaV:leyetririder ii. system:. vagrancy law at utiktri...tnee.V4 ..,aptiei;• ..  OUie  .. ew leg. ;. ,-..•.....Rulze: said , -three, million,  
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Mittiiiiiiallio2:‘,41(titintir.‘s---_in. ION. The, 114; later.'11/ . . •-rit...'pelghliprbp447.11ritUiniori0;.,..meegngs, at Avblkli they die; : 
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family code,- which has not ' just eat In OurAvory towers 
yet been approved... , 	and waited toruur cases." 

20-Member , coitimittee.-k!..•ArlOtherlakarlmelittin 
of which-. Ruiz is a member; 	pâtidipattonia the di  
is studying tabulations of cussion by Workers Of thtp, 
the votes taken in the meet- - . factory's production glen fat 

• ings that discussed the fam- the yearjA'n-, ; 
ily code, he laid.• 	;"Befote the _revolution 
, 

 
"We also have , access :f  to : worker had no voice' 

nu 
 

the minutes of all the meet-. . wasn't ,told about anyothr _ 	• 
 

ings and when we hear of an 	Miguel •Quiadelle,r interesting opinion we read worke Comm 
it and 	he 	•  
411SW` AdietAti11710* 	 r• 
changes were made111,44 we  have'-direct particip 
draft laMil9 code after the in the production plgns.',' 
discussions were hell,' ' 	-Mario • Dlar;:!-head of th 

"It is logical that it should , laboratory of the huge:hil* 
be thatcWay44ti-ealV-I'AWv:.;Pgrf.1 	
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, 
they wilt sett Aorto• The. new court system, - from trainsd •trUck which 	into :effect early load  onto  4. freighters this year; after similar said grassroots discussions, pro- 	"A -general ' aisemb .!  sides fOr 	 outside . 'Of !:;;*.O elected:4 ;371; 	(lige zto -Itoutitand55 per.. ëint 'tionW to 'Sit Oft": tiibufl&Ii 	. 	. 

ken roust attend.' 
Aassembly, the judge*. 	 each section "diaCUtar 

lay 'judges; - Usually 'work level that ..;',13ifrett 
workers; take a crash course set for them:. U they- 
in, 	serve from two they„ can't fulfill the. 

' 	thSgs,e,,, 	 can . ask for 
fiVe'offenies arek era or More eqUipineint 

neighborhood FOUrtil":-: 	"If the figure!! *ex 
f by lay'judges4Ortel 	v."::unrealiatte; 

"We: are verY.1 	 114,  
with the Work of -the rlay Istry that certain 
judges," said Humberto Hen; Jucorreet.'"' 

chief 	 : yorkeriielsi 
f: • ne's • Oreelhethtkoriehrt:, :.: the Same sy 
• ."They bring jS a .popular their fatt 

• 'spirit,' '..exPe5rienee2:1"lilind•-.• t 
knowledge. :' A professional had' apprOv. . the"' 

• judge is too isolated froth ; government's plan with 
T the world. Before this We 010 
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