
W
illiam

 R
aspberry 

hrpr / 
O

ur C
uban O

bstssiori 
7
/ 

M
y A

m
erican H

eritage D
ictionary defines 

obsession as a ''com
pulsive preoccupation 

w
ith a fixed idea . .. often accom

panied by 
sym

ptom
s of anxiety; a com

pulsive, often 
unreasonable, idea or em

otion." 
T

he lexicographers m
ight have added: 

See U
.S. C

uba policy. 
T

he U
nited States is at dangerous logger-

heads w
ith som

e of its key allies—
the E

uro-
- peon U

nion, C
anada and M

exico am
ong 

them
—

over (w
hat else?) C

uba. T
he U

nited 
S

tates said T
hursday it w

ould boycott a 
W

orld T
rade O

rganization (W
T

O
) panel 

form
ed to judge the legality of W

ashington's 
em

bargo of C
uba. A

t issue is the H
elm

s-B
ur-

ton A
ct, passed by C

ongress nearly a year 
ago, that provides for the im

position of U
.S. 

penalties against foreign com
panies doing 

business in C
uba. 

M
any experts believe the W

T
O

—
a 120-

nation agreem
ent covering not just tariffs 

and quotas but banking rules, the protection 
of intellectual property and the settlem

ent of 
international trade disputes—

stands to be of 
particular benefit to the U

nited States. 
N

o
w

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates is say

in
g
 th

e 
three-m

em
ber panel convened to exam

ine 
the legality of the C

uba sanctions T
han no 

com
petency to proceed." W

ashington w
on't 

support the inquiry, w
on't offer a defense 

and (presum
ably) w

on't consider itself bound 
by the panel's conclusions. 

W
hy? T

he C
uban obsession. 

T
he W

T
O

 w
as so im

portant to President 
C

linton that he put on a full-court press to 
secure its ratification in 1994. A

long w
ith 

the N
orth A

m
erican Free T

rade A
greem

ent 
and an expanded G

eneral A
greem

ent on 
T

ariffs and T
rade (under w

hich W
T

O
 is 

subsum
ed), it w

as supposed to m
ark C

linton 
as a player on the international econom

ic 
scene. 

A
nd the econom

ic significance of C
uba to 

the U
nited States? Practically nil. 

In the days w
hen international C

om
m

u-
nism

 loom
ed as a threat, it m

ade sense for 
th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates to

 b
e ch

ary
 o

f F
id

el 
C

astro. B
ut C

uba in the late 1990s is a 
threat to nothing of ours except our ego. 
T

here's no international com
m

unism
 inter-

ested in establishing a beachhead in C
uba, no 

governm
ent in the hem

isphere that has any 
reason to fear com

m
unist expansion from

 
C

uba—
nothing. Indeed, w

e're falling all 
over ourselves to do business w

ith the 
biggest com

m
unist governm

ent on the 
globe, C

hina, w
hose hum

an rights violations 
surpass anything happening in C

uba. 
T

he old rationale w
as that C

astro w
as so 

bad—
such a threat to his ow

n people and to 
hem

ispheric peace—
that it w

as in our inter-
est to bring him

 dow
n. H

ow
? B

y w
recking 

the C
uban econom

y. N
o trade w

ith the aging 
dictator, no visits by A

m
ericans to H

avana. 
W

hen I w
as a cigar sm

oker, I used to m
arvel 

at m
y ability to find choice H

abanas in every 
E

uropean city, on every C
aribbean island, in 

C
anada—

everyw
here but the U

nited States. 
B

ut it w
as unlaw

ful for m
e to bring back a 

half-dozen coronas for m
y personal pleasure. 

T
hat's obsession. 
B

ut the obsession hasn't brought C
astro  

dow
n. A

nd unw
illing to w

ait for nature to do 
it for us, w

e set about trying to rob C
astro of • 

his non-U
.S. econom

ic ties. 
H

elm
s-B

urton allow
s U

.S. citizens to sue 
foreign com

panies that profit from
 land 

seized by C
astro—

and it already has been 
invoked to bar officials from

 som
e such 

com
panies from

 visiting here. T
he challeng-

ers w
ithin the W

T
O

 say that w
hile the 

U
nited States can boycott C

uba all it pleas-
es, it cannot force the rest of the w

orld to 
buy into its anti-C

astro fixation. 
M

y gum
 is that it's not even C

linton's 
fixation. A

nd w
hose m

ight it be? T
he M

iam
i 

C
ubans, w

ho still harbor thoughts of reclaim
-

ing political pow
er in C

uba after C
astro is 

gone, and A
m

erica's ow
n anti-C

om
m

unist 
zealots w

ho have retained their zeal long 
after its object has disappeared. 

O
ne clue as to how

 little sense A
m

erica's 
C

uba policy m
akes is the rationale C

om
-

m
erce U

ndersecretary Stuart E
izenstat of-

fered last w
eek national security. N

ot only 
is that disingenuous, but it is also dangerous, 
inviting, as it does, any other m

em
ber of 

W
T

O
 to claim

 national security exem
ption 

from
 any W

T
O

 policy it doesn't like. 
B

esides, there's a m
uch sim

pler—
and 

infinitely m
ore honest—

explanation. It's 
spelled o-b-s-e-s-s-i-o-n. 


