‘U S.fHad Secret Talks
lth Cuba in 1974, ”"5
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b High Tevel officials of the United States and Cuba 1
%engaged in seeret’ discussions on a broad range of .
isauu from November, 1974, until Novem-her 1975,
ormed sources said yeaterdnr J
The talks, which were known to only a hnndIuI of
‘officlals at the time, were acknowledged by the
“State Department as representatives of the two
' fcountries were meeting in New York City in new,
r1.1umlr.l;r announced discussions. ‘Though ostensibly-

fdeallng with fishing rights in the waters around the |

ftwo countries, the current discussions are expected
1’lm’ many to lead to broader efforts to patch up US,-
'Cnbm relations.

| The earlier dlscuuions, according to pmlcipants
‘to a’‘series of unilateral and seemingly unrelated
steps by each side, On the Cuban side the steps in-
;c!uded release of some political prisoners, invita-
*tions ‘tor U.S. lawmakers and other visitors, the re-
% of the hijacker of an American airplane and $2
mllllon in ransom money taken by an earlier hi:
Icknr and “marked improvement” of publie mte- :
ments about the United States,
. On. the U.S. side steps flowing from the secret
included U.S. approval for an end to the: politi-
cal and economic embargo imposed on Cuba by the
.‘Qmﬁ;lnﬂon of American States, d.roppi.ns of US.

 1santigns against’ frade with Cuba by sub-
isidiaries of \U.S. firms, and of tmvel ‘re-
m-lctfnns for. Cuban dlplamata United 'Na- *

“The |Cubans were lnfurmed in" advance ot
t e steps before action was
| & The U.8: participants in the: 4-19751::11:; we.rk {
:{Lawrence S, Eagleburger, then 'executive assistant’ ]
Ro Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger, and: Wil-
D. Rogers, then assistant secretary of state. for -
American affairs. Rogers, who is now in_pri-
wate law practice here, said yesterday that Kis-
, 1singer; Eagleburger and himself were the only State
Department officials informed of the ‘very deli-
eaxe" ‘discussions at the time.

State .Department officials working in Latin
American affairs said they never heard of the discus-
sions until a-few days'ago. The State Department
acknowledged the talks at this time because the
present.open and direct talks with Cuba. makes con-
tinued!ecrecy'unnecessary, officials sald. 1
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