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A
m

erican
 b

u
sin

essm
en

 h
av

e b
een

 
traveling to H

avana as guest of C
uban 

P
re

sid
e
n

t F
id

e
l C

a
stro

 to
 lin

e
 u

p
 

d
eals in

 an
ticip

atio
n
 o

f th
e liftin

g
 o

f 
the U

.S
. trade em

bargo. 
In

fo
rm

e
d
 so

u
rc

e
s sa

id
 a

 ste
a
d
y
 

stream
 of U

.S
. com

apnies such as B
oe-

ing, P
epsiC

o., A
bbott L

aboratories and 
G

reat W
estern

 U
n

ited
 h

av
e sen

t rep
-

resen
tativ

es to
 C

u
b

a w
ith

 an
 ey

e to
 

w
h

at so
m

e o
b

serv
ers ex

p
ect to

 b
e-

com
e a $750 m

illion m
arket. 

A
 fe

w
 o

f th
e
 c

o
m

p
a
n
ie

s a
re

 re
-

p
o

rted
 to

 h
av

e reach
ed

 th
e p

o
in

t in
 

negotiations w
ith C

uban foreign trade 
o

fficials th
at co

n
tracts can

 b
e en

tered
 

into as soon as U
.S

. law
 perm

its. 
S

ales to
 C

u
b

a b
y

 fo
reig

n
 su

b
sid

iar-
ies o

f U
.S

. co
m

p
an

ies ap
p
ear to

 h
av

e 
alread

y
 ex

ceed
ed

 th
e v

alu
e o

f C
u

b
an

 
im

ports from
 any countries except the 

S
oviet U

nion and Japan. 
In

 th
e first n

in
e m

o
n
th

s th
at it is-

su
ed

 licen
ses fo

r fo
reig

n
 su

b
sid

iaries 
to

 m
ak

e sales to
 C

u
b

a —
 fro

m
 O

cto
-

ber 1075 to June 1976 —
 the T

reasury 
D

ep
artm

en
t p

erm
itted

 sales to
talin

g
  

$295.5 m
illion. A

ccording to U
.S

. C
om

-
m

erce D
epartm

ent figures, only Japan 
an

d
 th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
 ex

p
o
rted

 g
o
o
d
s 

w
ith

 m
o
re th

an
 $

3
0
0
 m

illio
n
 to

 C
u
b
a 

in 1975. 
B

ecau
se o

f its clo
sen

ess to
 U

.S
. 

sh
o

res an
d

 its d
istan

ce fro
m

 th
e S

o
-

viet bloc, C
uba is seen as a good m

ar-
ket for m

any U
.S

. businesses. 
F

o
rm

er S
ecretary

 o
f A

g
ricu

ltu
re 

O
rville L

. F
reem

an, w
ho now

 heads a 
b
u
sin

ess research
 co

m
p
an

y
 called

 
B

u
sin

ess In
tern

atio
n
al estim

ated
 in

 
congressional testim

ony that if condi-
tio

n
s rem

ain
 as th

ey
 w

ere in
 1

9
7
5
, 

"U
.S

. co
m

p
an

ies can
 co

n
tem

p
late a 

m
ark

et o
f aro

u
n
d
 $

7
5
0
 m

illio
n
 an

n
u
-

ally" in C
uba. 

A
rthur T

. D
ow

ney, deputy assistant 
secretary of C

om
m

erce for E
ast-W

est 
trad

e, testified
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at th
e fig

-
u
re m

ig
h
t b

e o
n
ly

 h
alf th

at p
ro

jected
 

by F
reem

an. B
ased on C

uba's 1975 im
-

p
o
rts, h

e said
., A

m
erican

 ex
p
o
rts to

 
C

uba could reach $650 m
illion, but the 

drop in price of sugar could drive that 
figure dow

n to $300 to $350 m
illion. • 

B
u

sin
essm

en
 an

d
 o

th
ers w

h
o

 h
o

p
e 

fo
r b

e
tte

r re
la

tio
n
s w

ith
 C

u
b
a
 a

re
 

w
aitin

g
 fo

r so
m

e sig
n

 o
f w

h
at p

o
licy

  

w
ill b

e ad
o

p
ted

 b
y

 P
resid

en
t-elect 

Jim
m

y
 C

arter. T
h

e C
o

m
m

issiO
n

 o
n

 
U

.S
.-L

atin A
m

erican R
elations, m

any 
of w

hose m
em

bers have ties to C
arter, 

reco
m

m
en

d
ed

 recen
tly

 th
at th

e 
y
ear-o

ld
 em

b
arg

o
 b

e lifted
, b

u
t n

ei-
th

er C
arter n

o
r S

ecretary
 o

f S
tate-

d
e
sig

n
a
te

 C
y

ru
s V

a
n

c
e
 h

a
s c

o
m

-
m

ented on •the issue. 
A

lthough U
.S

. restrictions on travel 
to C

uba rem
ain unchanged form

ally, a 
large num

ber of A
m

ericans have gone 
th

ere in
 th

e p
ast y

ear. A
 d

eleg
atio

n
 

fro
m

 th
e R

ip
o
n
 S

o
ciety

, a g
ro

u
p
 o

f 
liberal R

epublicans, has visited the is-
land, as have m

ovie stars H
arry B

ela-
fo

n
te an

ti C
an

d
ice B

erg
en

, an
d
 n

u
-

m
erous congressional aides and jour-

, nalists, 
4  M

o
st o

f th
e v

isito
rs d

o
 n

o
t u

se th
eir 

. passports. T
hey get a C

uban visa on a . 
separate sheet of paper. T

he S
tate D

e-
p

a
rtm

e
n

t w
ill a

u
th

o
riz

e
 tra

v
e
l to

 
C

u
b

a o
n

ly
 b

y
 jo

u
rn

alists, sch
o

lars, 
m

edical personnel, O
lym

pic class ath-
letes and people w

ith special hum
ani-

tatian problem
s. 

K
irb

y
 Jo

n
es, w

h
o
se co

m
p
an

y
 .A

la; 
m

ar A
ssociates has taken representa-

tiv
es o

f 1
1

 U
.S

. co
m

p
an

ies to
 C

u
b
a, 

say
s It is leg

al fo
r a U

.S
. citizen

 to
 

trav
el to

 C
u

b
a w

ith
o

u
t a p

assp
o

rt as 
long ag he or she dO

es not spend any 
m

oney there. 

S
ince the T

reasury D
epartm

ent w
ill 

n
o

t a
u

th
o

riz
e
 m

o
st A

m
e
ric

a
n

s to
 

spend m
oney in C

uba, the groups w
ho 

trav
el th

ere w
ith

 Jo
n
es m

u
st accep

t 
th

e h
o
sp

itality
 o

f th
e C

astro
 g

o
v
ern

-
m

ent once they are there. 
Jones said his groups usually travel 

' b
y

 ch
artered

 p
lan

e fro
m

 M
o

n
teg

o
 

B
ay, Jam

aica, to H
avana. T

hey stay at 
th

e R
iv

iera H
o

tel, b
u

ilt in
 th

e M
lan

li 
B

each
 sty

le b
y

 U
.S

. in
terests b

efo
re 

C
astro cam

e to pow
er. 

H
e added that m

ost of the tim
e (hir-

ing the tw
o- to four-day trips is taken 

u
p
 w

ith
 b

u
sin

ess m
eetin

g
s, b

u
t th

ere 
are also

 lu
n
ch

es an
d
 d

in
n
ers at so

m
e 

of H
avana's good restaurants. M

ost of 
the visitors are taken to the T

ropicana 
nightclub to see a lavish, L

as V
egas-

type stage show
. 

Jo
n

es said
 th

at if th
e em

b
arg

o
 Is 

lifted, C
ubans are m

ost likely to w
ant 

to
 b

u
y

 fo
o

d
stu

ffs, liv
esto

ck
 feed

 an
d

 
drugs and pharm

aceuticals. 
T

h
e m

o
st im

p
o

rtan
t sales to

 C
u

b
a 

by foreign subsidiaries of U
.S

. com
pa-

nies have been agricultural com
m

odi-
ties, m

o
stly

 g
rain

 fro
m

 C
an

ad
a, ac: 

co
rd

in
g

 to
 th

e T
reasu

ry
 D

ep
artm

en
t. 

T
he departm

ent has also licensed the 
sale of a w

ide range of m
anufactured 

goods, including brake fluid, lee m
a-

chines, plum
bing equipm

ent, sausage 
casings and traffic light relays. 


