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New Orleans

'‘Buyer' Actually Custo

By The Assoclated Press

A man identified as a buyer
of explosives allegedly des-
tined to be used to overthrow
a foreign country has turned
out to be a government agent,

For five hours Monday eve-
ning, Carlos Diaz, who is real-
ly US. Customs Agent Cesa-
rio Diosdado, told how he
spent over a month setting up
a purchase of high explosives
which resulted in the July |
-arrest of nine men and ‘the
confiscation o f a DC4 airplane
loaded with high explosives,

Two men—Murray Kessler
.of Brooklyn, N.Y., and Adler
Seal of Baton Rouge, La—
were bound over to a district
court Monday night after a
preliminary hearing  before
U.S. Magistrate Morey L.
Sear.

KESSLFR was allegedly the
prime mover in the efforts to
the mumitions for Dios-
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was here when they com-
menced’ their negotiations.”
' Gallinghouse said 4t was not
. unusual for a fedecal agent to
pase as a buyer for illegal
items.

“It's perfeetly proper proce-
dure for government agents to
make buys,” he said. “It's
done all the time in narcotics
and other things that are vig-
lations. It's how you establish,
sp often, violations of federal
law.” ‘

One item of the federal
complaint said that Kessler
and Seal “knew and believed
that this material (explosives)
would be used in an attempt-
ed overthrow of a foreign na-
tion.”

In his testimony, however,
Diosdado said that he re-
sponded, “That's my busi-
ness” when one of the alleged
conspirators asked him who
he represented, .

“EVIDENTLY,” - Galling-
house said, “the representa-
tions were made. That state-
ment about they ‘knew and
believed' would mean that's

what they were told. 1t's from
their viewpoint."

Diosdado said, during his
testimony, that he had seen
aerial charts of Cuba which
Seal took from a suitcase, but
that other charts, including
maps of Florida and Mexico,
Jvere also spread out by the
pilot.

Diosdado said he felt Kes-
sler assumed he was a Cuban
national, since he spoke with
a Cuban accent, In his role as
a buyer, Diosdado pretended
almost no knowledge of Eng-
lish, working almost excly-
sively through an interpreter
in his dealings with Kessler.

The customs agent said
Kessler claimed to have an
interest in a shipping firm
and apparently thought the
agent could help him get g
containerized cargo franchise,

NO OTHER references (o
Cuba were made during the
five hours of testimony deliv-
ered by Diosdado, but an ear-
ly government release quoted

federal authorities ag saying
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the men were charged with

conspiring to' smuggle the mu- |
nitions “from the United |
States to Mexica for future%
transshipment to another for- |
eign country, presumably

Cuba.” .

Following the hearing, a
newsman asked G
if any of the defendants had
any interest, other than finan-
cial, in the shipment =
Gallinghouse sald he eould
not comment on the question.




