e A Commentary S
: ;,,By Nzcholas von Hoffm:m ; gy .'

5 Wedneeday mght ABC *cleared ‘our ﬂhree -hours of‘
. regularly scheduled network trash to give us what it call-
ed “one of the most incredible dramas you' ve ever seen.’
sAnywhete:: “That-may be-a fiirer descripti i
missiles of October” than ABC. mtend
...ation of .the Cu‘ba,n Misaile Crisls: R

Ptesented as. an. example of ‘a Iheretofore unknOWn
genre dramgﬁc hterature named “the theater of fact,” |
t's best received as an electronic historyﬂbook for be- |
ginners 1t is best understood, however, as'a big broad- 4
casﬁn»g company's hohdax message of hope.’
Contrary to what you might ex; “The: Missﬂe\s of .

mg !I;l;;tn dull-witted anticmumst propaganda
it propaganda ther,

chance' for it 2s drana. In pirt of Shakespe

~historical plays stand up because he yidn’t let the fac'bs

m the way of etlling’ his'atidience' how b lessed tbey
to h;e(re the Tudor famﬂy"sitting glish

its Were up ‘bo? D1d Kennedy ‘make some of "the *most
decisions of .the crisis in a_di

y y of these quéstions;

fact,” ‘and . the“only reasoft: 10,

v-pose quéstions of tlus Sort, .
ei'fort a failure? .

wvs)

> ditficulty with ABC's eater of fact is i
sas too many Americar facts, too Tew Kussi: St
.po very good way to organize any-of them. Sho*t and di
‘reuted in the pseddo cinema, verite'atyle of “Kojik,” a

eceptively authoritative toreis.given to.this fngh’tenmg
rle-s of events that nébedy understands now, 12 years
sthey took place, .- v

To this day we don’t know - why ﬁhe Russxans puvt those
~egB ultd’ Cuba. The most plausible explam;tigtx:i is ﬁtu e
r I 's were then sp primitive.or none 1t that 0. natu lis-- |

ey had no way of hitting ?he con'l:gaénml United: States ;. overly powerful oifice, what we need is a fairy tale
junless they could get up close and hase themselves in . g‘;ti tells us that we ha Pwple who can. adequately

uba. This ‘honifact doesn’t ‘get on the’ air - ! the Bk '
Fidtic ‘We ' don't,but that’

;Rnsdan,pm:ptnthe'mm?%“f&y‘on‘ frushick is" nes the  American -
emoirs for its sources—there dren’t an}{‘bthelzfsj;andw- mad?astmg Company’s - message of Chmsmnas hope "
s not going to admit™his people llWere driven {5 ‘the 2nd covert political dispair. -
Cuban: adventure. out of.sheerweakn W @ 1974, The Washington Fe
P ThusmostofthedramacenbemonPremdem.Tdh
Kennedy and his’ _advisers, a number of whom have .
vwritten . their- vemipnsof !hothit came to’ pass‘thart
United States delivered 2’ mﬂitary ultimatum ‘and how.’,
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