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 T
hree hours m

ay 
seem

 a long tim
e to stick w

ith one T
V

 
show

, but give it a try tonight w
ith A

B
C

's 
"T

he M
issiles of O

ctober," IC
U

 be three 
hours w

ell spent. - 
T

he show
 dram

atizes the reactions of 
A

m
ericanzand•R

ussian leaders during 
the 13-day C

uban m
issile crisis of 1962, 

F
U

N
N

Y
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N
M
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A

L
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E
R

M
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w
hen the U

.S. learned Soviet crew
s w

ere 
installing offensive nuclear m

issiles. in 
'C

uba. 	
• 

I've no doubt that historians W
ill have 

a field day picking apart the program
'—

 
scriptw

riter S
tanley - G

reenberg insists. 
the show

 is of the "theater of fact"
 breed 

of dram
a —

 but no m
atter. 

"M
issiles" as an entertainm

ent effort 
is a consistently'-engrossing ShO

w
. w

hich 
largely succeeds: in conveyingihe at 
m

osphere of those tense, aw
ful' days 

w
h
en

 th
e w

o
rld

 w
as at th

e brink of, 
nuclear w

ar. 
 

M
uch of the credit for this has to go to 

tw
o actors, W

illiam
 D

evane and M
artin 

S
h

een
, resp

ectively cast as P
resid

en
t 

John F
. K

ennedy and his brother, U
.S. , 

A
ttorney G

eneral R
obert F. K

ennedy. 
T

h
e
y
 d

o
 a

 re
m

a
rk

a
b
le

 jo
b
 in

. 
suggesting, w

ithout m
itnickry,%

 the w
ay 

the brothers talked and acted in their 
dealings w

ith each other, the N
ational 

S
ecurity C

ountil's executive com
m

ittee  

and the Soviets. 
V

eteran character actor H
ow

ard da 
Silva; cast as N

ikita K
hrushchev, seem

s 
less convincing and not quite as force-
ful as the late R

ussian leader appeared 
in real life. B

ut he still turns in a good 
p
erfo

rm
an

ce. . 
"M

issiles" occasionally interjects old' 
new

sreels of R
ussian and A

m
erican 

atom
ic bom

b' tests and U
.S

. m
ilitary 

forces readying for possible w
ar dur-

ing-the m
ost tense m

om
ents of the C

uban 
m

issile crisis. 	
, 

B
ut the bulk of the'dram

a is played out  

at the W
hite H

ouse, w
here high-level 

debate on "surgical" air strikes against 
m

issile sites, a ground invasion of C
uba, 

a naval blockade of C
uba, and w

hat 
could and couldn't be negotiated w

ith 
R

ussia is depicted. 
A

s I've said, historians undoubtedly 
w

ill dispute som
e of the scenes, but' 

w
atch all the show

 anyw
ay. It revives a 

M
om

ent in history all of us should study 
tim

e and again. 
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1... : ...By John . Carmody.... 	out recently for "The Mie. la pit cent correet," • that 
• • ... • 	idles of October" 	' 	it's a "great show" and, be. 

"The Missiles of October," 	' The three-hOur dramatize sides, 	• 	- 	• : 
*hith airs tonight at 8. on '. tion -lee A 	

des, he likes the way he
but:4n :hour .too74::-.. • . : . •,,.. ..•. . 	. 

.„.4fill: of 1962 when the United .. never really succeeds in de. 

patches of poor was portrayed by Mich ael 

: United Nations 'Ambeisa- 

.1.chahilel 7 0.114,41,), is the 	long; if .  has 
• - letOry of the 13:: days in the 	casting and dialogue and it' ' r̀ner'', 	, • • ' 

....--1;States , first learned of th!.i,j ng what e lot of • iieWerer:•:,",00r Ji3hil,S01.041the±i:,,fin ABC 

•b 
::"ebriatruction'o,f Soviet 

',.. Kas 	90 	• Off F 	... !, °Ili': '•will tune in' for—and over-:"2: rePorter who playeda crit- 
es 

l 	

... 
' 	.. 	 •• ' •• • helming : evocation Of . the ical role.1#, the;reablution; ,' einPOYIng a naval loe •/ e/v  spirit and manner of ., the told leleweiveek,iecently that . ./.. 

‘..:-11  °eked° instead of harsher  K-OnliedY Camelot at serious ... the program is 0 	415 F.. 
'mtiiOds, the United States ; • ... • work 	.... 	• 	• • ■ •• • • .,'..,' cent (Matadi" 

forced Chairman •• Ni k i t a • 	•••- " 	' 	• • • , '..., 
• shChev and the USSR ...:' •Yet,.f0T:'sil-PilOY 

John !iture-d.  :' 

	

	A16. ;54c4i4/37-N4 Edward 
the 11111  ' . for both gen: Edward :Ken-

1:40k *mil- • • ...'• ;":  ' ' ', - '‘., •RnirbertraliKeeen407°;4Lpiayi- displaying ; . ne,dy.  andrEtheI.',Kennedy. at ... 
IV:, was - an historic two .   	.,  	, 	-,.',., the Atteria '-; Hickory , :Hill 

.:, 1,,, egt.s that: restored PreSi.,-  .grac!. under  exienie. . area  - . 
• _ •rdent Kennedy's • prestige  sure id- good theater. and .ex-..,.. home: .keithef.:  • has _Made__ 

nt history — given some , pub 0  00mme.!?. on  Pei; 4Oli. - throughout a world that ad- Oelle 
..., mired his nation's restraint. A.!:  undoubtedly debatable .eh.  char- . „ PthreesaioiretibviOwngeciearuri'Mciopsatnotsf ... 
- , after the . Bay of Pigs fiasco - . acterizations, ..i-. 	•  

• 7 

 
wad, in retrospect, ',Marked . - - Ai leas 	 have yet to see "Missiles," t two of the partici- :.. according to the network. •-., • '-:, the beginning of the increas- pants portrayed in tonight's... '' 

	

' :; 	' 	• ..ing cooperation that. led to drama have diffitring a 	ABC television. likee: to iews • •.•;:" ! call this $1-million prods ' 
... 	. 	.. 	, • 	., • 	. a.• 	4.., ... 

detente. . 	• • , .  '4'. ... ... of its historiealtecuract in- 	.. , 
::•;;;;oet-Thit don'thelaieled• the _.:„.,:-.Cidentallki • %;v:.. ...711  : • 	 ' 	a '• 
!issesiiiiffiful,..• '.:. even'. ,2 solemn '...,.. Framer - prefie, secretary 	

.. ;1- -1,',/"•,-.:-  

711.-..praise that,kaa been dished . rimy*. &linger listen .; it's Sethi/SW:XS, um, col. 

or...* 
r.:.. , MISSIL' ES From Cl 

.. 	- - 
r-Xaoit , 'plans to -do similar 

rstrograms in the future. 
One of the questions 

4.407sei  d 'hy 'this concept, and 
tertainly by ' tonight's -pre 

itS.raro;  is whet1ei the Holly-, 
wood casting ' °fail • "are 

''''10here.  one goes. to summob!, 
116.'0 the , shades of recently • 
ii„tlqad perm?  nage s such as the 
atraledyiic 	brothers .,,. or 

	

heir. 	. 
al- ;At a recent screening of 

es'" niaily 'everyone 
sok 

	

	t remarked on their 
cultY with the first five 

ty8
1.0 minutea of the drama. 

.,:fWilliam -,Devane; who 
.k. 	• President -Kennedy .  

ith 13niee ear' for accent, 
...unfortunately looks very 
It flinch like Robert Kennedy. 

Martin Sheen, play- 
"..•qi: i - 	i 

ing the late Attorney Gen-
eral,' speaks , with a voice 
that sounds exactly., ike 
track from one of those 
Chipmunk Christmas -rec-
ords Of a few years back (he 
also substitues a ftill 'slump 

„for 
 

RFK's 	nathlete's 
slouéhj.  

Howard da Silva plays 
Khrushchev very broadly in 
the early stages, like a vil- 
lain in a, melodrama.-S1-
though' the old pro recoveri; 
beautifulli Auld :late' in the 
drama makes -the Soviet .  

'leidertetally, believable. 
' Stanley R. Greenberg, 
who wrote the drama, seems 

. ió , have drawn on the late 
Robert:Kennedy's 'brief 

' among other'sources. The ti-
tle of the program is the 
same as that\ used in British 
printings of a book written 

on the topic in 1968 by Elie 
Abel, now dean of the Co- 
bunbia '116131•••`'ig Journal-
ism. (It appeared in this 
country as "The fissile Cri- 

- sis," 	4ubils.11'ed 	by 
Lipp niott) . 
• 

•. • . 
Abel has advised -the net- 

work that he l)ellevCs a sub- . 
stantiuti portion 3uf his book 

was used In Its production 
and has eonsulted an attor-
ney regarding possible legal 
action. Greenberg -told The 
New York 'Times Monday 
that Abel's book was Only 
one of many sources he had 
consulted. 

Li...In telling of this highly 
dramatic: event in American 

. 	• 

life, Greenberg did not have 
.a great deal of real dialogue 
to return  to 

the evening progresses,  that 
often 

 Areivioeets

principals  

oti: j?, •, 

sides of the conflict are re-
duced , to merely asking 
questions., of each other 
("Has Kennedy gone mad?" 
and 'What Will Khrushey do 
if we phll back to the 800 
Milelmit?"), which may be 
one reason that foreign TV 
networks 'cluTently.._ bidding 
for the program Plan to cut 
an hour out of the running 

:time 'of two hours „and 40 
minutes. 	• 
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