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Cuban Exiles, Too, Are

“ By JON NORDHEMER '~
Special %0 The New Yark Thues
MIAMI, April 15—Puffs of

+ clouds sall across the Miami

" ‘evening sky and a’ butter-

o moan thc:m af sr_;itf hgf-
ight! on * roofs e
sprawling Cuban district. Un-
der ,one roof, Ada Merritt
Junior- High School, -Ameri-

Rolando Amador,
| Little  ahandsometeach-

. Hayana e:- with dark cur-
f g y
beneath a giant

hair,

: yan {ree
‘in the courtyard and listens
to the sing-song count of his
‘ en echoing from an

bang settling here,” he says,
“but for. the most part we
have been the most success-

ful immigrants in American

. Americans find it
hard to look down their nose
at lus because we arrived
hm’ loaded with American

v ks ned
00 o g and e ing
and _hard-working for them
to_r ay mad with us." Aml

en years. ago, on
17, 19861, Cubaxglo exiles suf-
fered a bitter defeat at the

‘Bay of Pigs, an event the

people. of Little Havana, the
southwest section of this city,
will commemorate this Sat-
urday by dedicating a me-
morial. That defeat marked

. the end of the exiles’ serious

hopes for a swift return to
their homeland. Since then.
the population of Little
Havana swelled ‘to -300.-
000 Cubans, about half the
number of refugees. who
have .entered this country
since- Fidel Castro  seized
power in 1959. 2

In recent years, as more
and more: Cubans aceepted
permanent. exile, they have
turned ‘their energies away
from . chimerical- anti-Castro
tallc to doing combat with
the American way of life,

e h

Mr. Amador, a lawyer in
pre-Castro Cuba who now
heads his school’s com-

muni rogram for adults
nnltlim:t{ilqgen. shows a visitor

L L e

| son grow a beard like Castro?

| children wear is diabolic—a

around the school, which re-
s a turn-of-the-century

settlement house in New
York City. Next to the class-
room e Cuban adults

Federal air' control - opera-
tions, while in the auditorium
boys from the neighborhood
hold band practice. . |
“U still can't believe they
are Cuban children when 1
see this long hair and bell-
bottom trousers,” Mr. Ama-
dor says with a smile. “Their
parents go crazy with them,
Do ‘you know what it means
for a Cuban father to see his

And the older generation
thinks the peace symbol their

twisted - cross. 1 know of
families where fathers and
sons have fist fights over
these things,” v PN
.. In the school cafeteria a
rehearsal is under way for a
Quince, a traditional celebra-

P— e

tion' of a girl's 15th birthday]
signals her symbolic
entry into womanhood.

the middle of the floor a
.dance master i;ug:x:ts 14
teen-age couplés in the ritual-
Jized performance as Gloria
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Generation

G

ap

says she will accept until her |

marriage. . X
. However, one of
i s
8 = W
left Cuba when she was 4

life on ‘the

years old and only dimly re-

mmm that builds a
Ul around a
until her-wed ‘day.
Hk:l i%&m’t want
My parents were,” she
insists "in a. voice free of
accent. “I think it's dumb.”
Another girl who js older
described her fights with her
family over dating, “They fi-

nz 2 to’ get
aleng they would have to let

me out of the house more
om.,.l.; told them .it was
either that or else I was
.moving out,” she said, .

Two months ago Mr, Ama-

dor started a weekly prc
_therapy session at the
“called El Club. ‘A psychiatric

caseworker meets with neigh-
; teen-agers ‘who are

ung woman

be raised |

experi robléms
en ious 1
o i e

o Py 12 e pacy
~_ Employment is- high ini ‘the
,Cuban community and the .

glow of rity s visible
prosperity S

in ‘the atito and
the miles of shops with Span-

ish names that -line S. W, .

‘Eighth Street, the Heart of
Little Havana, where in the.
late evenin%v:he‘cltﬁs and
‘cafes_are a with people
enjoying la vida buena.

- The price- of success has-
‘been. costly.; Conversion to
American styles of living (fast
food, traffic jams, uprooted
families) has confounded and




“Irightened those who seek
protection and comfort inside
Little Havana as more of .
their 'sons and daughters
fnov: away to the ;ubm'bs
crab grass, supermarkets, car -
pools). The upheaval has
threatened to disrupt the tra-
ditional strong Cuban family

aunts and ﬁrdparanta and

divorce, suicide and m'éntd

illness have risen L
Part of the problem rests

remarks Mr. Benes as he sits
in a popular cafe ecalled
Badia's and sips dark, aro-

matic Cuban coffee that is

heavily laced with sugar.

“Here the people are more
selfish

. than ever.”
e generation gap among
Cubans is far worse than the

. Americans,” he says, “and

Cubans better start facing up
to it ~ solutions

instead of just sitting around’

with  period of immigration
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For the moment, he “ti" the
exiles must prepare for an
indefinite stay in the United
States, and he conceded that

-a8 many as 50 per cent or

more of the Cubans would
never leave their adopted
country ‘even if given the
chance to return to Cuba.
“Despite the fact that the
Cuban exiles have been the
most p litical ex-
iles in history, it has been a
long and sad 10 vears for us,”

says, and finishes drinking

ee.
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