
N
eit'v W

ay o
f L

ife--2  

E
xiles A

sk W
o

rk, N
o

t W
elfare 

B
y G

E
N

E
 B

O
U

R
G

 
"1

 d
id

n
't w

an
t to

 b
e a p

ara-
site

," sa
id

 Jo
se

 P
e
q
u
e
n
o
, 

b
ru

sh
in

g
 a

w
a
y

 a
 te

a
r. "

I 
d
o
n
't w

an
t relief m

o
n
ey

 b
e-

cau
se I h

av
e w

o
rk

ed
 all m

y
 

life
. T

h
e
re

 is n
o

 re
a
so

n
 to

 
sto

p
 n

o
w

." 
P

equeno is 73 years old. H
e 

is one of thousands of C
ubans 

n
o
w

 liv
in

g
 in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s 
w

h
o
 fled

 th
e C

o
m

m
u
n
ist re-

g
im

e o
f F

id
el C

astro
. 

In
 H

a
v

a
n

a
, h

e
 h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 
e
a
rn

in
g

 a
n

 e
x

c
e
lle

n
t sa

la
ry

 
as a fo

rem
an

 fo
r an

 A
m

eri-
can

 sh
ip

p
in

g
 co

m
p

an
y

. T
o

-
d
a
y
 h

e
 is a

 d
ish

w
a
sh

e
r a

n
d
 

h
an

d
y

m
an

 in
 

a
 

S
t.. C

h
arles 

A
v
e
n
u
e
 re

sta
u
ra

n
t, a

 jo
b
 

w
h
ich

 it to
o
k
 a y

ear to
 fin

d
,;  

H
IS

 A
G

E
 h

as n
o

t d
am

p
, 

en
ed

 P
eq

u
en

o
's w

ill to
 w

o
rk

, 
an

d
 h

is w
ife Ju

an
a w

o
rk

s b
e-

sid
e
 h

im
 a

t th
e
 re

sta
u

ra
n

t. 
S

he has degrees from
 the U

ni-
v
ersity

 o
f H

av
an

a in
 p

u
b
lic 

ad
m

in
istratio

n
 an

d
 ad

m
in

is-
trativ

e law
. 

"T
h

e 
w

elfare p
eo

p
le to

ld
 

m
e it w

as n
o
t n

ecessary
 fo

r 
m

e to
 w

o
rk

," said
 P

eq
u

en
o

 in
 

th
e
 n

e
a
tly

 fu
rn

ish
e
d
 liv

in
g
 

ro
o

m
 o

f h
is ap

artm
en

t o
n

 Jo
-

se
p

h
in

e
 S

tre
e
t. "B

u
t I w

a
s 

ash
am

ed
 to

 g
o

 an
d

 b
eg

 fo
r a 

ch
eck

. T
h

e o
n

ly
 th

in
g

 I w
an

t-
ed

 th
em

 to
 d

o
 fo

r m
e w

as to
 

fin
d
 m

e a jo
b
." 

A
lthough the details w

ould 
d

iffer, P
eq

u
en

o
's sto

ry
 is re-

peated In general thousands of 
tim

es in N
ew

 O
rleans. 

E
stim

ates o
f th

e C
u
b
an

 
refu

g
ee p

o
p
u
latio

n
 in

 th
e city

 
range from

 10,000 to 15,000. O
f 

these, less than 400 adults and  

about 160 children are .receiv-
in

g
 w

e
lfa

re
 a

ssista
n
c
e
ra

n
d
. 

th
e b

u
lk

 o
f th

e ad
u

lts w
h

o
 d

o
 

g
e
t h

e
lp

 re
c
e
iv

e
 o

ld
-a

k
e
 

pensions. 

M
R

S
. F

U
S

E
 C

E
R

N
IG

-
L

IA
, d

irecto
r o

f th
e C

ath
o

lic 
C

u
b
an

 C
en

ter, estim
ates th

e 
ex

ile jo
b

 fo
rce in

 th
is city

 at 
5
,0

0
0
, w

ith
 th

e av
erag

e p
ay

 
scale at $

6
0
0
 p

er m
o
n
th

. 
T

h
is w

o
u

ld
 p

lace th
e to

tal 
annual incom

e of C
ubans relo-

cated
 h

ere at $
3
0
 m

illio
n
 to

 
$40 m

ilion. 
"T

h
e d

em
an

d
 fo

r C
u
b
an

 
w

o
rk

ers is o
ften

 b
ig

g
er th

an
 

th
e su

p
p
ly

," say
s M

rs. C
er-

niglia, w
hose staff, finds jobs, 

h
o
m

es, relativ
es an

d
 frien

d
s 

fo
r ab

o
u

t 2
0

 fam
ilies co

in
in

g
 

in
 each

 w
eek

. If jo
b

s fo
r th

eir 
can

n
o
t b

e fo
u
n
d
 in

 N
ew

 O
r-

lean
s, th

ey
 u

su
ally

 resettle in
 

an
o
th

er L
o
u
isian

a city
 (re:an-

o
th

er n
earb

y
 stale. 

"W
e g

et calls alm
o
st p

i-
ery

 d
ay

 fro
m

 em
p

lo
y

ers all, 
o
v

e
r th

e
 a

re
a
,'.." ,sh

e
 sa

id
. 

"T
h

ey
'll even take 'those w

ho 
sp

eak
 n

o
 E

n
g
lish

." 

T
H

E
 R

E
A

S
O

N
S

 fo
r th

e 
C

u
b

an
 w

o
rk

er's p
o

p
u

larity
, 

said
 M

rs. C
ern

ig
lia, are th

at 
he Is am

bitious and loyal. 	
. 

P
lacin

g
 sk

illed
 

-w
orkers 

an
d
 lab

o
rers is easier, h

o
w

ev
-

e, th
an

 assistin
g
 p

ro
fessio

n
al-

ly
 q

u
alified

 d
o

cto
rs, law

y
ers 

an
d

 teach
ers, sh

e co
m

m
en

ted
. 

A
cad

em
ic req

u
irem

en
ts an

d
 

lic
e
n

sin
g

 re
g

u
la

tio
n

s h
a
v

e
 

fo
rced

 o
n

ce-afflu
en

t p
ro

fes-
s i o

 n
 a l s in

to
 co

m
p
arativ

ely
 

m
en

ial jo
b
s to

 su
p
p
o
rt th

eir 
fam

ilies. 

A
bout 25 sm

all businesses 
in

 N
ew

 O
rlean

s are o
w

n
ed

 b
y
 

C
u

b
a
n

 re
fu

g
e
e
s—

je
w

e
lry

 
sto

res, b
ak

eries, su
p

er m
ar-

k
ets, sh

o
p
s an

d
 serv

ice sta-
tio

n
s. In

 m
o

st c
a
se

s, th
e
ir 

o
w

n
ers arriv

ed
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates penniless. 
"W

elco
m

e to
 th

e o
n
ly

 d
e-

p
a
rtm

e
n

t sto
re

 in
 N

e
w

 O
r-

lean
s o

w
n
ed

 an
d
 o

p
erated

 b
y
 

tw
o
 la

w
y
e
rs," sa

y
s C

a
rlo

s 
B

rin
g

u
ier in

 h
is D

ecau
r S

treet 
shop. B

rin
g

u
ie

r o
p

e
n

e
d

 th
e
 

sto
re w

ith
 h

is b
ro

th
er-in

-law
 

in 1964 w
ith $300. In 1966 their 

sa
le

s v
o

lu
m

e
 re

a
c
h

e
d

 p
p

m
 

fo
r th

e
 y

e
a
r. "I w

a
s n

o
t a

 
b
u
sin

e
ssm

a
n
 in

 C
u
b
a
," h

e
  

sa
y

s, "b
u

t I h
a
d

 to
 le

a
rn

 to
 

be one in the U
nited S

tates." 

W
H

E
N

 H
E

 a
rriv

e
d
 in

 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s at 2
4

 in
 M

arch
, 

1961, B
ringuier found his law

 
b

ack
g

ro
u

n
d

 m
ad

e h
im

 "o
v

er-
q
u
alified

" fo
r m

an
y
 jo

b
s. B

u
t 

h
e u

ltim
ately

 fo
u
n
d
 w

o
rk

 as 
a
 ste

v
e
d

o
re

, a
n

d
 la

te
r a

s a
 

p
ed

d
ler an

d
 retail clerk

 in
 a 

C
an

al S
treet sto

re. 
(A

 g
reat-u

n
cle o

f B
rin

-
g

u
ler's, F

ed
erico

 L
ared

o
 B

ru
, 

w
as p

resid
en

t o
f C

u
b
a fro

m
 

1937 to 1940. H
is father, Julio 

B
ringuier, w

as a C
uban judge 

w
h

o
 h

ad
 sen

ten
ced

 to
 p

riso
n

 
th

e tw
o

 p
ick

p
o

ck
ets w

h
o

 are 
now

 serving C
astro as chief of  

police and com
m

ander-in-chief 
of the C

uban arm
y.) 

W
hen the exodus of disen-

ch
an

ted
 C

u
b

an
s b

eg
an

 in
 th

e 
early 1960s, N

ew
 O

rleans w
as 

o
n
e o

f m
an

y
 A

m
erican

 cities 
w

h
ic

h
 fe

a
re

d
 th

e
 re

fu
g

e
e
s 

w
ould be a great burden. 

T
here are now

 strong indi-
catio

n
s th

at th
is city

 h
as b

en
-

file
d

 ra
th

e
r th

a
n

 su
ffe

re
d

 
fro

m
 th

e in
flu

x
 o

f C
u
b
an

s. 
T

hey have proven to be indus-
trious, law

-abiding people w
ho 

rep
eated

ly
 ex

p
ress g

ratitu
d
e 

to the U
nited S

tates for giving 

T
u
rn

 to
 P

ag
e 4

, 
C

olum
n 7 

P
aris A

venue. 
"B

ut w
ithin a few

 w
eeks," 

sh
e co

n
tin

u
ed

, "m
o
st o

f th
em

 
h
av

e settled
 in

 an
o
th

er p
art 

o
f th

e
 c

ity
 in

 th
e
ir o

w
n

 
a
p
a
rtm

e
n
ts

 o
r re

n
te

d
 

hom
es." 
T

H
E

 C
L

O
S

E
S

T
 any area 

of 
N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s c

o
m

e
s to

 
b

e
in

g
 a

 c
o

m
m

e
rc

ia
l "little

 
H

av
an

a" is th
e C

an
al S

treet 
sectio

n
 n

ear D
ecatu

r, M
ag

a-
zin

e an
d
 C

am
p
 streets. T

h
e 

100 b
lo

ck
 o

f D
ecatu

r co
n

tain
s 

a few
 sh

o
p

s an
d

 b
ars o

w
n

ed
 

by C
ubans. 
A

 handful of C
uban busi-

nesses also dot uptow
n M

aga-
zin

e S
treet —

 b
ars, a restau

r-
an

t, a b
ak

ery
, a serv

ice sta-
tion and a beauty parlor. 

B
en

ito
 "B

en
n
y
" B

o
rg

es 
cam

e to N
ew

 O
rleans in 1960 

w
ith $3.50. H

e held a num
ber 

o
f jo

b
s b

efo
re in

v
estin

g
 h

is 
savings in O

ctober, 1968, in a 
_ _ 

th
e
m

 sa
n

c
tu

a
ry

 a
n

d
 liv

e
li-

hoods. 

T
H

E
 C

U
B

A
N

 p
o
p
u
latio

n
 

in N
ew

 O
rleans of course does 

not approach M
iam

i's 225,000 
an

d
 th

e im
p
act o

f th
eir p

res-
en

ce h
ere is co

n
seq

u
en

tly
 n

o
t 

as p
ro

n
o
u
n
ced

 as it is in
 th

e 
F

lorida city. 
U

n
lik

e M
iam

i, 
N

ew
 

O
r-

lean
s h

as n
o
 g

eo
g
rap

h
ic co

n
-

centration of C
uban residents. 

S
ev

eral fam
ilies o

ften
 liv

e in
 

th
e sam

e b
lo

ck
 o

r ap
artm

en
t 

b
u

ild
in

g
 b

u
t ev

ery
 sectio

n
 o

f 
th

e city
 co

n
tain

s its sh
are o

f 
refugees. 

"
T

h
e
y

 lik
e
 to

 b
e
 n

e
a
r 

their w
ork," said M

rs. C
ernig-

lia. "W
h

en
 th

ey
 first arriv

e, I 
u
su

a
lly

 p
la

c
e
 th

e
m

 in
 th

e
 

P
ark

ch
ester ap

artm
en

ts o
n

 



O
N

E
 O

F
 A

 SC
O

X
tIC

.pf C
uban rettligi xbo he beeinnenuccess-

ful businessm
en in. N

ew
 O

rleans is 27-year-O
ld JO

R
G

E
 N

O
V

O
, at 

left. W
orking in -the kitehen. .aira St, C

harles A
venue restaurant 

. 	
.--Ittrtes.11sni phetos. 

' are JO
SE

 P
E

Q
U

E
N

O
 and his w

ife JU
A

N
A

, w
ho refused to settle 

for the w
elfare cheeks they could accept as refugees. 



Oar at 2191 Magazine. Today 
the Guantanamo Room, which 
Borges built himself, is a 
$20,000 business. 

In 1965, Borges was a 
welder here. His employer 
found a need for more work-
ers and Borges went to Miami 
to find them. He returned to 
New Orleans with 28 men to 
fill the jobs. 

ONE OF the 28 was young 
Jorge Novo, who had been a 
midshipman in the Cuban Na-
val Academy before Castro 
communized the island. 

Novo now has a jewelry 
store at Canal and Magazine 
with some $75,000 worth of 
merchandise. 

In Cuba, Novo's father op-
erated a jewelry and loan 
business but the younger Novo 
had no substantial business 
experience himself. 

While working as a welder 
here, Novo supplemented his 
salary by selling door-to-door. 
With a Small Business Admin-
istration loan of $25,000, he 
opened his store four months 
ago. 

NOVO PLANS to apply 
for his United States citizen-
ship this year. ABut if some-
day Cuba becomes free, I will 
return," he says. "We belong 
to our country, and it will 
need people to rebuild it." 

Although Cuban refugees 
enjoy most of the privileges 
afforded American citizens, 
the aliens among them are 
confronted with some restric-
tions, even in employment. 

Citizenship is a require-
ment for city civil service 
jobs, and although there is no 
such restriction in state civil 
service regulations, prefer: 
ence is given to registered 
voters of Louisiana. 

Language can also be a 
hurdle in employment, espe-
cially when testing is in-
volved. 

But the experience of New 
Orleans with Cuban refugees 
remains a success story, and 
it is based on the determina-
tion of these Latin Americans 
to overcome obstacles, com-
bined with the receptive atti-
tude of the city's employers 
and inhabitants. 
(Second Articie in a Series 

of Four) 
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