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PULL OUT OF CUB!

Kennedy.Says 4,000 Left
March'-—lZ,OOO Troops
Believed to Remain

By TAD SZULC
Bpecial to The New York Times

" WASHINGTON, JApril 3—

President Kennedy reported at
his news conference today that
4,000 Soviet

troops ' departed from Cuba in,
March, ip addition to the 5,000
men who left last November.

This, Mr. Kennedy said, “stil}
leaves some thousands on the
island” and “we hope they are

| zoing to be withdrawn.” {Ques-
jtion 3, Page 10.]

§  Information made available
here indicated that hundreds of
f Soviet troops were going aboard
ship in Havana today.

President Kennedy's estimated
suggested that 12,000 to 13,000
Soviet trpops remain on the
island. At the height of last
October's crisis the number of
Soviet troops in Cuba was put
at 22,000,

The Principal Goul

The withdrawal of as many
Soviet troops as possible from
Cuba remains the principal goal
of Unijted States policy in th
Caribbean. . This point ‘was re
affirmed in a. diplomatic nots
| detivered to the Foreign Min-
istry in Moscow this morning.

The note was primarily de-
signed to, reject Soviet charges
fthat the United States was re-
sponaiblu for two raids last
j month by Cuban rebels against
j Soviet ships in Cuban harbors.

1t declared that “the United
States | QOVemment categori-
cally ‘demes this charge”
and emphablzud that Washing-
ton was opposed to these raids
and had’ been taking stern
measures' to prevent their or-
ganization on  United States
territory.:

The State Department’s note

Continued ;n_P:\;;;{ Column 1

and of the continued preqence[
:of Soviet troops in Cuba.

The note sald that “in taklng
.vigorous action to prevent mis-
use of its territory, the Gov-
ernment of the United States
trusts that the government of
the Union of Sqcialist Soviet
Republics will not misinterpret
such action as indicating any
‘change in Umted States oppo-
gtion  to  -Soviet  military?
{ndolvement in Cuba.”

!'7 Discussing’ the problem of
{ Yebel raids from another angle,
President Kennedy remarked
that these attacks not only
were “ineffective” and did not
“represent any real blow"” at
Premier Fidel Castro but the
raids also might help to justify
the maintenance. of = Soviet
troops on the island.

“It gives additienal incentive
for the Soviet Union to main-
tain their personnel in Cuba,
to send additional units to.pro-
tect their merchant ships,” the
President said.

U. S. Position Underlined

! Mg Kennedy's comments un-
j derlined once mgre that the Ad-
-ministration's overriding con-
‘cern in dealing with the Cuban
prohiem was to'avoid situatjons

..in  which heightened military

tension with the Sovlet me\
might again emerge.

While the Admmlﬁtmt{on ha';
bern steadily maintaining its
position of sympathy for the

itnm of Premier Castro, its pol-

cies have emphasized the Presi-
dent's belief that Cuba is a|
, factor in the United States- Soﬂ
viet relationship.

Speaking of the dangers thdt
eonld resuit from the rebel
raids, Mr, Kennedy cmticxzco]
raiding because “it ig not ¢ n-,
trolled, no one in a position!
of responsibility knows ahout'
it, so that’it will bring repnsals\
possibly on  American ships.”

“We would then be expected|
to take military action to pro-
tect our ships, which may bring

- counteraction,” he said.

“I think that when the issues
.of war and peace hang in the

balance, the United States Gov-
ermnent dnd Authunm‘

when Ame
being used-- have a phs
some control on the matter.”

Mro Keonnedy id that he
wanted to contrast the raids—-
though he sad that he under-
staod the motives of the Cubans
carrving out the attacks — with
the actions of other (ypins who
have joined the United States
Army.

He said that 400 to 500 mem-
bers of the exile brigade that
participated in the 1961 Cuban
invasion and were liberated last
Deceniber had taken advantage

States armed fone

" Turning to other Latin-Amer-}§
fcan problems, Mr. Kennedy ac-
knowledged that the Uhnited

StaZes'Qid not have a “consist-|
on recogmzing re-

“because the circum-
stances sometimes are  in-
consistent.”

heterrmg specifically to the

cake of G emald, where a

military regine took over ldst

the P dent said that

not determined

whether {t would be in the in-

terest :of the United States to

recognize the new regime at
this time.

Exile Accuses U, S,

A charge that Cubans have
“never received real help from|
the United States” was madq
yesterday by a spokesman for
the Cuban Student Directorate,
an exile organization of rormer’
Havana University  students
with headquarters in Miami.
Luis Fernandez Rocha, secre-,
tary general for the group, is-:
sued a statement in which he
declared that his organization
“demands  that the United

Stales ang the rest of the ireej
warld. recagnize  our r{ahc ta}
fight for Cuba's frecdom.”

Mr. Fernandez Rocha dsaerted
that effurts to overthrow the
regime of Premier Fidel Castro,
“have always  eulminated  in’
abandnnmdnt, treachery and
bm}n('n promises.”

Mhe United States has un-
justiv imposed
some of our Cuban leade
some of them are still
to their homes,” he .:;t%! .
ly with FEngland,
States has effected a blockade
to stop the attacks against the
Communist regime in Cuba and
are, thus, strengthening the
Communist position.”
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