Flown to Tiny Island

U.S. SUPPORT SEIZURE

Washington and ondon]oin
to Prevent New Attacks
on Soviet Shipping

By TAD SZULC ,
3peciz] 1o The New York Timen
WASHINGTON, {April 1 —
fSeventeen heavily armed Cuban
fexiles planning to sttack a So-
viet tanker off tuba were

seized yesterday by a British ©

force on a solitary {islet in the
Bahamas chalin. ]

The men and a 3§-foot twine
engine motor laun carrying
a cannon and two (heavy ma-
chine guns with explosive bul-
lets were taken in Tcustody ut
the tiny island, ca.(léd Norman
{ Key, a sliver of land 200 miles
krorth of Cuba.
| The seizure appa ently  oc-
fcurred when the raiflers came
ashore to prepare fof the run.
| However, a second {rebel hoat.
belonging to the “Céban anti-
Communist Army,” {2 smal
anti-Castro group haies in Mi-
ami, was  reported | to have
eluded capture and tp be sail-
ing toward Cuba with a cargo
of weapons for unHefground

fighters on the islandi's north-,

ern coast.
Capture Is Configzmed

-The capture of the 17 was an-
nounced this afternch by ref-
ugee spokesmen in Miami. It
was confirmed by the British
and United States Govérnments.

It was understoad that word
of the seizure of the party, led

j. Evelio Dugu¢, known

leader of aifti-Castre
forces in the Cuban mbuntains,
had been radioed te Miami by
the skipper- of the bor{t carry-
ing arms for rebels. ,

The capture was mdde by a
detachment of Bahamian policee
men who flew to thé island.
The captives were piacell aboard
the British frigate Londonderry
to be taken to Nassau, {he capi-
tal of the Bahamas, where any
action to be taken wohld rest
with the Governor of the Ba-
hamas.

The capture '\y":ts apparently

the first result of an agreement,”

worked out late last week by
‘Washington and Lnndor‘ to ¢
operate in preventing rhids by

BRITISH CAPTURE
47T CUBAN EXILES
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opponents of Premier; Fidel Cas-
tro.

The agreement pﬂmmly calls
for an exchange of intelligence
information on the rebels. It
was understood tonight that the

United States had advised the!
British that a suspiclous situa-

tion had developed aggund Nor-

man Key.

But, deqplto rebel charges, an
Administration spokesm sa.ld
United States forces dld\not
participate directly in the sel-
rure.

Two raids last month led to
xerious concern here Sthat &
crisis could develop between the
Soviet Unlon and the United
States,

The Soviet freighter Lgov
was attacked March 17 by com-
mandoes of the Alpha 88 group.
On March 28, a group known
as “Commando L" attacked the
freighter Baku.

The Soviet Union charged the,
United States with responsibil-
ity: for these raids and hinted

, that it might have to arm or| !

escort merchantmen to prevent
new attacks.

Over the weekend, the Ad-’
nunistration took measures to
halt  the rebel raids on the
zfound that they violated laws
of the United States and inte
fered with its foreign policy.
Among other steps, 25 ant{-Cas-
tro_leaders were ordered con-
findd to the area of -Dade
County, which surrounds Miami.

Strengthened air and ses pa-
trols of the Caribbean and the
plan to cooperate with Britain
completed the arrangements.

Semators Approve.

While Cuban exiles "reacted
with a mixture of anger, de-
fiance and gloom, leaders in the
Senate said they approved.

The Majority Leaders, Senator
MiRke Mansfield of Montana,
said that much as he svm-
pathized with the anti-Castrol
groups,- “they cannot take the
law into their qwn hands.”

The Republican leader, Sen-
ator Everett McKinley Dirksen
of Illinois, described rebel raids
as having ‘“‘no effect except to
stir up a lot of trouble.”

Senator Wayne Morse, Ore-
gon Democrat, who is chajrman
of the Senate subcommittee on
L.atin America, sald that if the

. Untited States found itself again
rrmfrommg the Soviet Union,

‘it shoulld be an behailf or our-
stves and not because we were
forced into it by a hot-headed
group of guests in our own
honse "

The agreement with Britain
to seek to control the rapidly
increasing numbers of exile ac-
tions was deemed necessary be-
cause m; raiders use British
islets and’keys as staging areas.

Britain’s role hinges on elim-
Inating “illict” use of British
territory.

But the immense complexity
of halting the ralds is indi-
cated by the fact that there are

never counted.”

‘Special to THe Now York Times
LONDON,

derry, 18 bein

There are

sald today t

By using -these mastly unin-
habited islets and rogks as bases
the exiles avoid charges that
they mount ralds from united
States territory and thereby vi-
olate neutrality laws.

Transfer ¥rom Mainland

In "practice, motor launches
and military equipment are gen-
erally stored on one of the keys
after they have been brought
from the United States main-
iand. The raiders then arrive
in another boat from Florida,
often 1n a fishing boat, and
tranfeer to (hPlr vessel on the
kev, -
The details of Veslt‘rdav! ac-
tion at Norman Key were

; #kimpy and contradictory.

Dr. Orlando Bosch, a spokes-
man for the “Cuban anti-Com-
munist army,” contended that

. the capture of Major Dugue's

boat took place in international
waters. He called it an “act of
piracy.”

But a communigue issued by
the Bahamas Government in
Nassau reported the detention

_-of 17 men who landed yester-

day on a key in the Exuma Is-
lands."
Police Investigated

Both the State and the De-
fense Departments -seemed at
first completely unaware of the
incident, A State Department
spokesman later confirmed it.

In the evening, Lincoln
White, a State Department
spokesman, said that the Ba-}
hamian police force had gone
tq Norman Key to investigate aj
report provided by the United |
States.

During the 1ollow-up,
White said, one rebel
landed on the key and Major
Duque and his men were taken
into custody.

When the Lond'fmden'y ar-
rived, Mr. White said, the raid-

weres transferred to the
te.

%he case is now a ‘British]
matter,” he said.

ite the capture of the
rebel boat, the outlook indicated

‘Cuban exile groups would seek

to continue their ralds.
n Miamt, Dr. Bosch said that

tarmy”’ w

sall-/prevent the illicit use of Brit-,

t of, the ‘quban termined to-do ‘all she could to]

d *4¢-it is taken|ish ‘territory in the Caribbean.

whether

it wili hsv-pto be taken by| The spokesman was  asked
force.” -

this imeant Britain

1 would seek to keep commandos
No:Shots ot the Castro regime from kid-

napping Cuban exiles, as well
pril 1—The Ad-|as keeping the: exiles from at-

martnes from the|tacking Cuba.
“We would be concerned aboy

jamian policemen

the use of British territory for]
any illicit purpose,” ‘the spokes-

_{man repiled.

launch,

Amerlmn‘Among Railders

jen from Loudon-| MIAMI, April 1 (UPI)—The

taken to Nassau.|17-man raiding party was said

The Londomderry sailca from|to have been led by an Amer-
Bermuda on Sntumay bound forjican.
the tiny island, wmch is part] He was 1dentmed here as
of the Exump gr Jerry - Buchanan, brother of]
dreds of British|James Buchanan of the Sun-{
islands in thé Caribbean. Sentinel

of Pompano Bench
Cuba,_protested to Britain on|Fla.

by anti-Castrojsaid Jerry had been flown 1ol

e protest has not{Nassau

Feb. 23 chaging the islands| A spokvsman at ‘the papor

from Norman Key,

ftice spokesmanihad talked with his brother by

t Britain was de telephone

w} where the group was seized, and
h;
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