R[5 ({BAN POLCY
| UPHELD BY ROSH

{fect, Mr. Keating was chal-
lenging President Kennedy's
port at & news conferen
April 3, ln.w"l;i‘ch Mr. Ken-
inedy jlosed départure df
Mt% Soviet troops
Cuba. The President left

8 limpression that roughly 13,000
{remained,
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U5, CUBANPOLGY
UPHELD BY RUSK
AGAINST KEATING

Secretary Says °‘Effective

Steps Are Taken to Curb
Red Threat to Americas directly @ ‘é‘:."‘mﬂi" ﬁ%‘.u’i%’ 8
et o e s
uba. “It is no
SENATOR IN NEW ATTACK today to raake news

wt to make sense,” he told the
tors. -

A high Administration source
said later, however, that the
best official estimates conflicted
with Senator Keating's figures.

The evidence, this official
md, is that la.thletsti):e.coow'So-
. . personnel have n with-
By HEDRICK SMITH - American Bo- [dTAWM in the last two months. |

Special to The New York Times ng On the other hand, he continued,)

WASHINGTON, Apri 18 — | cloty of Newspaper Editors |there is “firm evidence" of the!
Secretary of State Dean Rusk | y y at Washington, |arrival of only about 160 Soviet’
firmly defended the Administra- military personnel during that

He Disputes Administration
on Withdrawal of Russians
—Says 17,000 Remain

tion's policy on Cuba today period, leaving a “net outflow

against renewed criticiam by of roughly 4,000" since mid-

Senator Kenneth B. Keating of February.

New York. : J'I'he official declined to put
firm figure on the number of

The BSec! said the Ad-
e Secretary Séviet troops believed to be in

a

T:::.,r:"‘;:m':.d p‘u;:ul:‘gt“- Cuba at present. He said there
tve” policy to curb what hel! had been a number of rumors
termed. the t of Ma _ recently that several thousand
Len m“““ Soviet troops had arrived in
inism in Cuba. a Cuba, but declared that the Ad»
In a speech at the annual) ministration's evidence showed
convention of the American 8o- these to Dbe ‘demonstrably

ciety of Newspaper Editors, Mr. false” reports.
Rusk said this country had In this discussion of United
made clear to the Soviet Union States policy on Cuba, Mr. Rusk
that it considered the presence disclosed new concern in the Ad-
of Ruassian “troops in Cuba une ministration over recent in-

cresses in the flow of non-
Communist shipping to Cuba,
‘apparently in connection with
the sugar harvest there.

acceptable.
“We have been, since October.
doing what we can to keep the

byt forces mov Without discussing partic-
: e o l ulars, Mr. Rusk said this coun-
R Assurances Repeated 1 s

Secretary Rusk again gave as-

surances that the United State-
was prepared to insure that*
there would be “no, Hungarian-
type episode in this hemisphere.”
This was interpreted as méan-
ing that the United States would
not stand idly by if Soviet
troops attempted to quell an in-
ternal Cuban uprising.’

clared, that despile Administra-
tion reports to the contrary. the|
number of Saviet troops in Cuba|
was the same as it had been in
mid-November after the crisis
over Soviet misailes on the island.|
; “There were and are now in
the neighborhood of 17,000 men
there” the Senator asserted.
“No functional units have with-
drawn.”
In a luncheon address to the
\ editors, the .New York Repub-
lican said that recent widely
publicised departures of several
e thousand troops from Cuba had).
& been matched by the unpubli-
; cised arrival of “a compatable;:
number of new troops.” In ef-.
[H
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Continued on Page 15, Column 8

1




