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Dear G&I’y FY

I tried to phone you last night. Leter develommente persueded me not to. I write
ghis not int.nding o send it until after you heve heard from Ned and I nave heard from
him or both of you, for I would not projudice you. lowever, * huve reached certain decisions
sEec gk b0 the degres what I seck to do will permdt ity I will also seek to abide by them,

1 ask thaet this be in strictest confidence, I an sending nobody %l; carbong

Last noght Howard called with apparently perturbed by Hed's eall %o him, Hed had also
looked Jerry up in dew York and apiears to have learnmed how to resch lioward throuch nic. He
had asked me for Howard's Bpecter interviews I could pot glve it to him bocause ioward gave
it to me in confidence, even thoughk it is I who prepared him for it, on tape, when he was
here. Hled and 1 both forgot, so he left here without Howaerd's adiress. He could, of course,

" have leamed it by phoming me with much less tmnble ‘then Howard, who 4s in a niwrsityof
Pae dorm with no phone of his owne

Because I was already upsci enousi, therc nay be some deteils on which 1 am not clears
But of the esgence there is no doubt. Howard either told him he would not let him have his :
- Spacter inverview or told him that he would let him kmow so he could think it over but he B
" told.me he’ haa 1o intention of letting Ked have it. Ned also gsked Howard for his bodk 8o i
hé could use it to svaluate My work on the tedical evidence, Hovard told me he wae shocked
- at-thiés and refused it outright, He also sald that what ied dbscribed to him-is a golden
igcpgartimity for ue that should not be lost because ©of minor and reconcilable differences.
111 return: to this,m”he oither told or told me it was his cpﬁ.nion that Ned should:-
. not under eny circuzstances undirtake any such interviews,least of all with Specter. 1t is
: ,his opinion that my M&m.z. is correct snd there should not undey any circuzstances-be...... -
any, that anything any of these bastards have to say they can say after the book with tneir
~_records is oute énd he told zm that he told iled he has no scrious difference with me on
“any of the content of the bouk and that he % im it is & great and importent one tinat should
?Je oui &s soon as pesulble.

R

'W aha‘k h‘ed tolxi Hommi a‘bont our da&l is emtim}w diifexwt that it aither wes 1o
iaasiia@haatm faramendaditt tqla kmwnrd thatinwjmmforme latting

told hin that lied had ad‘*ed thu comiitions of the interviewa and the $10,000 escrov sdvance
as additionnl preconditions, and that this ceant any pubdisher would havy to be fairly
ceriain of an incredible sale of 40,000 in hardback, lioward was, it secmed, juite taken aback,
- He discussed meveral things with Howard. One of the spegdfic oand there were but fow of
them) itoms iled mentione: is iHoClelland, Howard is in agreement with me and goes fartiur
' than 1 ingisted with Hed, thet it include reforence to the testimony of the two confimming
- doctors {not including Stewsrt, Jenking and another whose name I've forgotten.I think 4 have-
“this with ciltations in the book. loward eaid he would be writing hed, and I asked hin not $o0 -
refor to anything i had told him, "% 1is Howard's opinion that 4P Hed's are reglly altruistic
intentions, he should first bring the complete work cut as soon as possibls and then h gve
a_condensaiion ready as soon as possible, but that one should not be keyed to the other. He
_has doubts sbout the intent of this precondition as, Trankly, I have from the first. ind he
thinks it is quite wrong for anyon: io superinpose his views on the work of another when he
edits it without the concurrence of the authore This is the belief I expressed to hed. There
ismm. mtltmmsiszmm It cost Howard money and time he does not have, so when
he phone@ ne you koow he was disturbed, It is after Ys call that I attexp t4d to sloné you.
; -in, 1 phoned Jerry. “e was upset by this end by another matter. Together
)y decide as 1 ahVe, and in this I have Lil's volunteered enccmragmnt,, X
‘insistence, And it is not m mth hery It goes back te a’t 1east *he tine
of that Liftﬁn mﬁneas with yous

_7he Weaht business ia out of hand. vril has sent Svivia a cowy of my letter o him,



ids purpose, as i sec 1t, can be nothing bu mischiefe He has not had time for nontha

‘and ronths to Xerox a copule of pages he promised on scicatific tests, not had tine to

respond $0 any of the nany letters reminding idm of hic promise, buv he has had dime to

send this peraoml letter to Sylvie. She is, according to Jerry, quite upset by it. nnd

fm what he says 1% cay well be that I was ill-advised to yrite it or to write it ss I did,

“y recoilection is unclear eud there is now no useful purposc served by rereading 7 1/ gin gle-

speced. bageas That 1s past suc to the a.esree poasible I shall b divercing myself from sll
such %hings in the future.

Fed waes quite rushed in gotting to kew York, but once he was -there, with & lunch -
date and p board meeting, and he had to have been late to begin with becsuse the westher
repote we heard were that no plange could leave DO until almost an hour after his wae
scheduled, he found time for seeing Jerry and phoning dHowerd, csch with rather full if
not really sccurate versions of what happened herc, By the tdme he. got there lde attituds is
that I had guestioned his integrity. whet I had done and I coulc not have been more expliclit

was to afa:m ‘Lﬁe nearchdeaylyinto his ounmtiVe 80 that ataoae 1ater date he woulu not

’tinal em.mmty. iielp? Hnat hslp? J em .’aas ths inte.ntion of helpd.ng mey
" uha’t ‘he iz trying, caa't hme any benefit for me persanally, Bt he

) !:?ﬁs ﬁther way, and it has been 0f mai: For us in gmat coul in tize and moneye
i doj : ‘b ham. tc tall you auout, or uarrison. T, ere is 1o point in *oinb im;o the

ﬁyﬁm, oriﬂ.th ~Tor: B & ‘frent Gough, who -

» he had forgotten and would do it ﬁmdaa‘bely and thls goes back to 1967)
mtmtm ask 1 learmed from “il this uorning, she bas writven him tuice with no
recponsce At 0UL fge, in our condition, with &ll we are into, we should have to do this?
He is not the only onc in this category awong "friends" and critics, rost o whom ars note

‘abouts Thers pore, The CCIp, the Freep and I am confident others. i1

o1y “both conversation,, and she, tod,Wuas really outraged by the "help” 1o usk
parts "'he saié towhet what'I would not, that Broke as we are, the slight cost of feeding
 gaests is a great strain on un. She has a stack of accunulated bill for which we have no
coneYe Unless he has a few buck in her wallte we have as of this mimite $17.39. In such
circwaatancc, u 1 th:.nk you can understand, the slight cost of groceries is considcrables

Buf of all the people who have visited us over the yesrs, and they have been nany,

Cthe only ongs who have thaught “to repey are you, who did not do i% this way bui when you

had a fow bucks would send them, Paul, who sent us perhaps $150525, and not for the cost
cf h‘ls ‘bedng here, which wes really noihing, Howexd's father, who always sends e small sum
‘whenever Howard is here \and he is only o Sears selcsnan, so he cen't bs loaded(, end M.ry,
tre a wt ‘of G100 and after she,ciai‘!}:m us fm* a while, insistea, «hen I took

!ha.t he w,, ﬁa. You kmni, sometimas people come here in FeX ira far a mzch as & weak




snyway, it is getiin:; close to mail time and + must end this. “y meny thiungs over
the years 1 have taken deep offwnse. i am sufficient unhap.y about having clected to be
& pauper hen 1 need not be, when 1 can be forclosed at any moment (I an currenly $1,250
in arrears to tue bank alone in puying the carrying charges of oy debt)e Even the suwall
thinka rankle, 3uv I will not azain be hamiliated by this, as 1 have been in the past
except by the few yoai; ones of youe i onco toic you what Vince did t9 we 1o L.Ge dow
Cyril on the one hend tells me that I am panhendling hiz, when I didn t nad never did,
M or anyone else \1've only once asked ithe¢ retwrn of my costa in getting stufi at the
Arcnives for anyone, vonos harris, anc that cheap bastard took months, curing which
1 had to wrdte iz often, and then rotumed only the asctual cost of what I spent in the
archives, not the cost 07 going there and getting it), With you and rsul in th: past, we
have gwapsed back and forth, have repald each other that wey. Sut not onc other hoo over
tooguht to repay cven these costs. with cope they have bean «light, but for us, since long
bebore you kmew ils, tnore hac been no such thing ac a slight coste When you are Troke,
mnor costs bucome majoTe

B K

s ~also told ms thiz won-ing that I was correct in detecting some sort of problem
-1 velieved Ned was reflecting. It may or not have been his own, as I atill thifgk. In a
conversation with +«il, who has spent his wife some pennyroyal and ssked whether she Led
died 1t, when they got to talicing about Hoseuery's cooking Ned let it drop tha: somotimes
she is s0 depreassed they have only IV dim.ers, 50, azide from all other congiderations snd
- there are others, I siuply can't be part of anything that now or lster can or cen have tha
- pos:dbllity of hurting Neds I will be waiting to hear frou iim, s said he wWould write, I
“wili teh respond siuply that I tidnk the whole deal had betier be off befors it umkes
. ®ore problems for nim and because the terms are unacceptable to mes I will also teli-hin that
+ Af he vants to bring the conplets PN out in its prosent form, I will think it is great, thast
- he can proceed as1 had originally understood it, to condesne and popularize the work and :
#an got to publishaers with 1t, byt that it must reflect what L say mni think, not what he
now does. Inéfdently, lis original concept was so iwuch the way I represent it that he
agked ue if he shoul.. have his nume on it as editor. 1 told him absolutely, so it iz aovt
in congept the way he has nos changed it. When he was here he szid he had portais doubts,
1 told nin this is neither the role of nor proper in an editor, but that 1'¢ isve no onjection
the stendard disclaimer- snd that I would take offense if he went & bit further,
say he didn't believe ny work, M body ever undorstunds thet an editor is
8 juncturc that Hed made the inde.icute :

uoney, T bave o : ot accept this, and it will them - -
-beover, and he’ll haVe fewer problems, I suspect his wife at least is giwing his some trouble,
Desides, severl thing he told me £ill we whthout doubt about whether he has the ability
to commurdeate with others to ine degree of aiueh he Lragse He has no introduction planned
to give the reader the knowledge required for und.rstanding what followg. ik ssys he nad
thougiit oe comething like that for ar appendix. 4nd when the second of his aix chapters
dis-on sllocating fault, he has a basic misconception of what this book says and has altered
wiat L want 8o say wor: than I will accept, unless the content does not 'fit the title, Nor
is71i% in coord with current literary tatites to have a book of - the projected length with L
such long chapters.,(Maybe he noeds it for other ruasons, but I think he'c do well to get hds
concept of self under control,)

I will not change ou this and I will not change my determinatbon to try and divorce
myelf for aluost cveryone clse., wheuX the word i getting around that everyone i helping
me and it 1s beloney, when I am as humd.iuted as 1 have been by Cyril and Ned, woth oi whom

. are men of mecans, sud as the others in similar condition, like Vince, Bud and Maggie, avong
~others of the past have, I wili no longer 1ive in a way that makes tids possible, Lor will
4 promit 141 to have that acded, needless congerm. I haven't 7ot decided whether to reaind
: ligd ag:in about that $52.00, Unless I change my wind, as I emy be forced to, 1 will not,
s e I don £ sabt you 1p remind him, . L v et Lo et




in the time that in restrospect iz total weste that 1 have spent trying fo help
otherg  —and this has aothing to do with trying to prevent serious nistakes - I could
heve donu %he rought drafts of perhiaps three boois. ihat is a grest coste I haven't
enough tizme left for this kini of what + must now regard as foolishness.

We have always hed the cuestion of simple survimale iiow it is quite acute. When
) ;,Jt Bpoke o ms thdy seils sbout our overcue-tillsy ol csu..ting the banksy 1 aszked her to
lotal them and next week 1'1l have to srrange to borrow it. To put this %o ou in meauingful
terms, she has an incomc of $40.UC a konth from a bookkeeplng account, Lur nedical insurance
-alone ir $60.00 a monthe Heed I tell you ol ¢ other costs of the simplest life, aside
from thet of -.ork? Sowchows, we shall address this. Then I will se.ad ny tise working and
writing letlers as 1litile as possible.

fou L.lb.z!'ly have 0ot thought this didng through, and you will get quite a diflercnt
version {rps .1 way or may not adures this further if anc sfter i hear frou you. it is
 ‘obvious that it is falrness to hix that causeaﬁe to hold off on sesding this, to write it
while I am gtill too upset from his wisit and what foliowed in its wake to trust myself
to return to work, But there sre a couple of to mec icuchstones in thise One is the original
preconditions, which are not consistent with dedication to making fact available. Tvo is ine
-+ ex parte alteration or these conditions to the point where it uesns cermanent non-publication
. Tkree is the very pocr puginese sense reflected in his insisteuce that the usabridged work -
A ed until whenever he finishes the pppularigation which clearly now ke Ro longer
. canndm “of that {and I'd never have agreed to any othc: roprescntation). The best R
: ehanoe" is fer the zmabzidgeé version to craate commercial i..s‘cerest in the abﬂdgement.
. A

"aerions questions, a'bout that audgmnt of ﬁaﬂ.ﬁh he i5 80 overveoningly -

“proud, of hip m:inass peiige, and of ‘his litamry understand, hsving to do with both the
#populart for of the "popularization" and the possibility of getting com.-reial interest.
&snd T do have a question about his unrccogniged, secrct wotives, I o iphaaize zy b:olief that
he is unaware of” them,” for what he is doing is lotidng we up with thic work in perpetuity.

© Tpat I will not tolerate, not for any price or rowerd. The end re ult woy be that it may

" nevey be printed, but I will un&ur a0 eircunstances on ny own volition be aart of uaking,

possibla‘ and thia ia “hds-minimun cond tions

: doing Ven‘hhiag elaa. ﬁis comyletton date was,,z,iay after tomcrrmr, end he ha: uonz, BGt 55
“wma, izmre ‘becn working ling and hard on my end of It. ind with all the other
" things I havé had ‘to-do and the tooimsny of ‘great pernonal importince 1 have hed to let
slide, + have taken the time o spproach two of the more likely publishers for her, whorex
+ ¥ne- of the prejudce agninst me, 0 that it would not waste time for lim. un Xic part,
he bas yot %o set up the first appointment he told me v would undertace, after sll this
tise, and has the cffrontery and arrogance to t:1Y pe that ‘hey pot I, correctly wndertand
. the political, media snd. popilar attitudes toward this’ subject and that it is in sense
different froi: amny otkar. He Has riot, by the way, bad any word from Teddy's office, 80
80 Jzu.ch :t‘ar s effectiveness with h:l.s "establishment" conncetions,

There may be things 1 have not _ut well, there zay be some i hav. forgotten, but I
am done with explainings, done with worrying about others whexn + have too nany of wy own
worries, and done with long letters trying to inform others, * have come to tic point
where I siwply cannot permit any of these cansiderations to intrude into our lives and work.
We will stil) welcome visits frou those we cherish (and look forward to your coms(, but
for the uost part it will te persongl anc have nothing to do with this x;ork. I wili be
content to do zmy owm, with such ulnor help as the few ydunger ones, the only ones doing
‘anything of any mssning, provide. Those of the past, regardless of their fine work, are of

- the past. So far as I em concerned, they have abldcsted any right to intrude into wnat is
3 i"mt, What %mus #¥e doing for them, Thlg is not criticism of you or Sylvia, for your

lides require abd:.eaﬁon of yous *t is merely a #tatement that I will do my oun thing,

T Ry own way, :d.gm orarmng. andincomplete independence, to thc degree I pan, BLBT.’




