
T,e success of Oliver 'tone's conmercialization and exploitation of th. J}K 

assassination and the great interest in the contriversy about it inspired a surge in 

tie publication of books also exploiting and commercializing that great tragedy. 4l-

most without exception they were frightfully bad books by those knowing little about the 

established fact of the assassination and the great volume of previously withheld offi- 
Iktri rA4 Oft4e,  tate' 

cial r cons readily available to these suthorn. 

-.oat pres
0 
 nted conspiracy theories as established fact w 	

1141
hen they weve utterly false 

and proven to be false by the actual and available fact. 

Yerhaps the most indecent of this outpouring is Howard l'onahue's "Hertel Error," 

ghosted by Bonar Ueuninger Oat. Hartin'w ?roes). it says that a Secret illervice agent it 
in 1975i 

names Ulled .]W by accident even thoTa-maaLuxxiima I had referredftonahue to the 

a.. 
photographic Ogalee that peeves his theory iupossible and loved him for copying an 

AI photograph that disproves the rest of his concoctid fled:I-intim" to the crime. Dona-

hue and his pnblishetkneJ this agent had suffered a cokapiete emotional breakdown after t 

41/1-11)-1 
the crime he had been unable to prevent.-‘014/44/ " 	"4, 	/2‘14441  "14114  

St. 	presidr, lien 1464ormick, admitting that the book night be in error, 

justified publishing it because that agent did not respond to phone calls and letters. 
.1141,44" 

But aluost a decade aro Donahue hired",rivate-eyn" -"icholas Beltrantew to inveeti- 
r 	 fori,yr 

gate that retired agent. Beltranti told Benny 1-orris of The Jerusalem 2ost that twiag.mt 

"hasn't worked since" forced to ret:.re a yte.r and a half after the assakwination." 

"Ho lives like a recluse," Lorris' September 14, 1967 story quotes Beltranti as 

telling him.4  As refuses to answer the phone. We have him under surveillance." 

The one imm.?::erm ,ctila book fill( clai an to be entirely factual and of personal 

lanOwledge appears to the purchaser and to tie media to have the. 	bent crelmtials. 

Dr. Charles h. Crenshaw app  ears as the authot,"with *ions Hansen and J. Gary Shaw." 

-ike °tone's movie, which in not about JFK, it is titled "JFK." It is subtitled "Conspiracy 

of silence" because Crensadvel says all the doctors who tried toAve jloK keptillent, not 

disclooing knowledge that disputed the official solution trf that crime. 



2 

Crenshaw atilributes krown silonce to fear of losing his job, his madicid career 

and his life sahus explainV uhy it took hil.18 years to break "the conspiracy of silence." 

Sfforti to ;suppress and Idatort the truth about the assassination on the part of 

awe:lament officials and agents," he says on page 9) have been well documented in 

_irevious works on this subject. Thatirthese efforts included threats, intimidation and 

falsification and destruction of evidence and even death have played no 9me11I  ?mat 

role in m? silence 	of the past 28 years." 

I've spent those 28 years world.ngia tha fltie-d field. I8ve brought more to lilght 

that is embarrassing to th: government than anyone else, and I have nAt been injured. I 

ftnaw 
	

ho real  incident of any witness or alleged witness being injured by the governmult 

of its agants and I also know that it is only in works of fiction represented an non-fiction 

that anything of the sort is Nell documented." 
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Crenshaw attributes his own silence to fe 	ang his job and his medical career. 

fear, 
:i account lasted 	'ears, through all the contention fro:, which no single 

person wart hur 	t any way. It ended only when it apie:xed that alulivor "tone would make 

g nuch money. 

as Crenshaw does not say, there never was a tine when Umaa.4 Dallas doctors refused to 

talk. a number did to me, more did to other 1.ters, and no a few aspeared on Ty -4 ginning 

more than two decades ago. 
16;40, 	front 

D l(,` 

 
41 Orwwr  Signet's/cover describes Crenshaw as "the surgeon who tried to save JFK and Oswald!" 

The back covet 	he and he alone "fought" to save both. 

lioth covers proclaim he has "new" evidence" -Eetd6 sayS"he was not allowed to give 

Citj to the Warren uomniasion." 
th9. 

ixhatcbatsx.irtsaxtbuctsiucau Iffr d not known better I'd have wondered how, after ;e:thaus- 

tive analysis of the Warren "eport and its appended 26 volumes of evidence in my first 9) 

book, ;ihich wac the first on the Commission, after careful study of its records in the 

l'4ational i4rchives;and aftlr getting and studying about a quarter of a million pages of 

once withheld agency records, mostly the Flas, by a series of FOIL lawsuits;and from 

what I'd learned and include$ in five other books on the JFK assassination, I'd not have 

perceived how important amedical man Crenshaw wag those days. 

the oily  doctor who "fought" to save both men - end I didn't know it! 

So)I consulted the Commistion's ,h17 shed  index of its Tgblished  testimony. 

as ap9anditly..Signet did not. 

In alli7-1-5 volumes of printel testimony, Crenshaw's name is mentioned five times, 

all in the sixth volume. 

Dr. aobert licClelland, then an associate professor of surgery at the University of 

Texas Southwestern iqedical School, at Parkland Hecpital, where both victims were taken, 
hw, 

le 

pergar-wt---ro-em-tene-ther-1/4-pa-ge, 31) 

testified that he was told that JFK had been shot "by the Csident, Dr. Crenshaw."(page 31) 

and he named hiiitte one of t1L: doctors present in the emergency room. page 32) 

//;ALLAlifilliL 



Dr. Charles Baxter, another assistant profes.;or of surgery does no more than mention 

Crenshaw's none as one of the medical personnel there. page 40) 

Dr. Don Curtis, an oral swoon, also said no more than that Dr. Crenshaw was 

present. 1pabe 60)/ 

Nurse hargaret Honchelif, aoked who she remembered being there, included DI-. 

Crenshaw but said not another word about him. kpage 141) 

So haw dig the Warren ■ onmission manage to overlook the one and only doctor"who 

kiaughiltx tried to save JFK and Oswald!" and why was he "not allowed" to testify to his 

°441Aic e lo
zee
rte 4o the Warren uounis:3ion7 

Dr. Keneeth Salyer whp jrovides the answers/4P, 

iLsked "To what extent did Dr. Crenshaw partipate" in those hectic emergency room 

efforts to "save JFK", Dr. Salyer, a year out of medical school and a first-year resident 

at Parkland, answered, "about the extent that T did 11e were both occupied in making sure 

that an I.V. was going and hanging up a botiae of blood." Dr. Salyer remembered thAt 

Dr. Crenshaw also was a resedent "be6unie we were sort of working there together on 

that." (page d1) 

Unlike Dr. Crenshaw, Di-. Salyer, who ma did exactly what 	Crenshaw did and what 

i've seen nurses do, made no claim to being "the" dmidosix surgeon "who tried to a:Ne JFKL" 

The book Wm can claim di most too of the "headline-malti.ng revelations." One is that 

/041,0144,/ 
the 2reAdent was shot from the front. The other is that LBJ aalled and mde him leave 

his efforts to save Oswald's life to tell him, "Dr. Crenshaw, I wan a deothbed confession 
.1004460-111NAlefulk / 	.-c. 

Tro . the accused assassin. "‘,page ' ). 	 t 
T‘ta.• 14., si44,04 kt-A, 	 elit_ou4-41-44-0 

The rest,sicrliomiife,; Letailn of no special interest in One, life, i.: largely 
	 --) rtt-0.??e'actrt-at-i-ens 

distextudxandxinaccuratelAliegaiionxsabsei fmciful repreHentations and nisrepresentat-

tions of allege a% assassination information from Shaw. He is an assassination con-

spiracy theorist who has no trouble espousing two cont 'adictory theories at the sane time, 

having found none not worth consideration; .4ho has seen no fact he cannot improge upon and 

and often does; and who still loves those theories so doarlyhe clings to them after they 

ire proven impossible. 



14,442 
roc Crenshaw describoAlthe Secret Service virtAly as thugs and diti-msa "strong- 

assassination. *tp.ig: 	 

r 	I 

liqf thus is, Air. Crenshaw qrites, "one of the world's top authorities in th ,  Kennedy 

assasniruttion." (j age 10.) 

a8 a romiult all th digressions into alleged fact anew: thu assassination 71.7faVolim 

• 

1:1049i4a 

Un 
4,1!1/441-W 44  

the simplest level, William llialter, krEollege IrAti-=Iwor;d.ng as a nizht clerk 

dubious to very wrong. 

rqWL 
for the , is dencribed in consecutive paragraphs as an "}BI Security Code Clerk" 

and as an "J?BI agent." (pig° 42) 

L- 
JFK's planned november 2 trip to 'hicago was cancelled, we are told, over a thrat 

itt .4)4# 401.01,47 	 ...1-et44•44. 
()uage 37-81,-,-4/414-1.).-,tt,Int-the tense instenati 1 

D, "4 mo,{ Nig  , 
hie right-hand riztn-j--> 

20 and 21 an( "he wan not 
y.c 

then: the day of the assasinati
(
on." Iu fact Nixon has written and Eyoken of hi., IN-al.., 

recoll-xtion of leaving Adios on the twenty-second and when and ho he le:rned of tho 

against him by one Thomas Vallee. 
,1 

.1 situation 
-11  krom dies 

:IL.ichard Nixon 

assassination of South Viet ham's 
said to recall being there only 
	red--lio-ittet.1,1,e,r3-ealy November 

2resid.mt and 

a..m" anound and "toot: Preoidunt Kennedy's body out of Ps,rkland at gunpoint. They had their 
4---, 

orders from a high offic41 in our government who was aft.id of the truth." Or,it t, as a 

government conspir,cy. i(  

Not a word of this is true. There were no such orders. The decision to take till body 

to aashington was mile at the hospital in defeVence to what were aseuned to b"e Mrs. 
441-44t/ 

Kennedy's wishea4x1Jt was not at gunpoinat'after confer:nces ..ith local authorities. 

eansiste#t with this, Mint hill, who was within an inch of being killed in the 

erformance of 	duty, is castigated:"Hill had failed to do hi:; job, which was to :vo- 

tect the President/if the united jtates." In fact he was asiiisied to protect Firs. 

nedy. Nis .)ont was on the left running board of the follow-up car, from which there 

wars quite obviounly now in the world he could prevent a hit on the Presidnt.ltie was 
LI A441 4. 

a)4loat run ove ,  by 	-Oftv 	he 	lirs. ICOnrIllay seeming to-  :;n about to fall off the 

ken to save heb 	punhti 
her boot into the seato 

back of the '1,-(1.iients car, &totl riout regard for his own 



Of the Secret Service iteelf this jewel: Its "ono and only job was to protect 

the 2reeident of the United States and other government officials around him." 

'lhie is just plain ignormee. The Secret Service has a multitude of duties thet do 

not include protecting "govornment officials" around the President. eta protection of the 

„Bid pre=sident is lieited to one of its smaller branches. 

lith this these the level of informetion in this "headline--making sensation, no purpose 

svid- Avg?Le- 
is served by footnotes of n ue eU 	 34—be- y—net—being 

•r 4 • 	• 
hllmork of a publisher doing; a,00k on the (lump 

is no index and no bibliogrephy. 3 1 	/1-Rel eflia4t 

Oronnhw'e duties when he was allegodlyNYighting" to save Oeeeld's life were 

so insiiedejelint he is not even mentionea as 
	he the assistants to the surgeon who 

was in charge, 'corn 4hires, according to the ilarklend official "operative record." (War- 

ren 'omnipeion Exhibit 392, published on pages 536-7 of its Report) 

But if this were not true, and it it were not true that hie.JFKesaving duites were 

id mtigal with those of a doctor just out of medical school, to keep the IVs working, 

how about that phone cull sferrert'from LBJ when he was "fiehtine to save Oswald? 

The boo:; gga mejor TV and printepress attention but nobody bothered to make the 
60-41docchr- 

simple phone call to the LBJ Library to get the facts, as my friend Wofford ‘;ollege 

professor of sociology did at py suggesteon. *nest by return mail he tot the records 

of all of LBj's calls, meetings and trips for that day. 

That call had to have been made ef-terli:32 a.m. Dallas time, when Oswald was wheeled 

(1?14-  into the emergency room (page 182)t 95 minetee later, when Usweld as given up a dead at 

1;07. ()age 169) kiashini;ton tine :le an hour axxliax later. 

Every minute of —BJ's time is account4 for. Be left his residence with his fam=ily at 

10:33 a.m., qaehington time, g:.ing to St Nark's lutheean k.'eurch, stopping en route to 

pick up  an old Texas Friend, Heuer xhornberry.,They Left the church at 12:26 and reached 

thehite eouse nine einutee later. They there picked up the Lenneder family and left 

--kis 37/ 
"in the Funerel proceseion"to the 'apitol, getting that° at 1:46. TA..Kleft for the 

Executive Office .Juiiding at 2:19, arriving ae 2:25. 



phones or meets with and 

Parkland hospital. 
Oivsikdk is04,1±lyr 
J4-alsos-M-gPs 4447 ig handwritteff7S5A-G-  also by the minute, eaci of the President's 

the subject discussed. For that dilly it 	no Dr. Crenshaw, not 

There was not 

LBJ was alone. 

,44.144 
a second, beginning beforeitawdy711,07-1367rIlarverilese 	that 

4 got to the 

ea  activities. No Cron Shaw, no hospital. 
.t 

a Thin if from the report of the Secret Service agent in. charge of the "hite House detil 
s 

	

	 / 
...—..., 

‘i'erald liehn. It pre&lude; the possibility of any such phones call as 4,  Crenshaw sensatioh  n], 

s 74"  Another dnd more.detailed Secret Service record has hle reaching his t1:  desk at 

2:30, which is after the time permitted by "tn. Crenshaw's sensatfo wi' 	ries of 

-Issetiergs-eith cabinet of:icers and an anbasudor folaowed by other officials, ending; at 6:25. 

The telephone logs reveal that citizontqumsommeilibscottedxsa..Uarbathscsaucacesizin 

no call was made to Dr. C.enahaw or to that hospital. 

The Secret Service also keeps a record, by the minute, of each person the sremident 

ized the country an 

fiction best-seller 

with 
di * 
uts. 
COS4 7k bArgiA41, 

of course, sold books by. It did make and remain on the "non" 
Csj(0-00-  ivSs 0.4,4A 4).4914 	44.1.1ra. 	41 44 

4 with 	 ty or 

bdhite House and joined the Kennedy funeral party about the time Oswald was wheeled into 

the emergency room and that lasted until after Oswald was pronounced dead. 

These uhite house records, created tsr the pre-LBJ staff, are unalte.ed handwritten 

and retyped records prepared and filed when nobody anticilated that the third-year 

Parkland resident would write- a book some 28 years later i which he represented himself 

-922  

him to say, "I want a deaThbed confession," in ob-.:siningy,,hich I will expect full co-

operation in this natter."(frage 187) 

Mope of the top TV news and intqrview shows on which he appeared and no of the 
oestiseta 

newspapers reportersiked interviewers bothered to wonder whether, it the new Preisent 

did demand a confession from the unconscious Oswald he would have phoned a mere hospital 

resident with his demand. And, of course, none got and 11;ed the actual records, or,checked 

as "the surgeon who tried to drive and Oswald!" and would say in it that LBJ phoned 



IPPERIMONSUA 

	 the 'Warren 6=dB:don's readily-available publications. 

.Both of these books, neither credible on cursory examination, were among the many 

faulty JFK assassination books moot of which did become best sellers. 

tihere should, I believe, have been outrage at these vicious, malicious cormaercialiaa- 
a4  #iiiit#114•10 

tioCuirl—tre dead and of those who cannot defend themselves. 

'that ullogetal 1rors" itself died soon, as was being talked about in thu trade 

by the and ofe.april lwhen it should have died in Weieiaserkbrisx the ,Jublisher' a reader's 
. 

hands),does not undo the damage it did U•vel---.41 in 41ngland, ethers it was serialised in 

qaS*311.1!4:14-. 	 ao 	01446.640  ft:1440- dr) riot/VA"  Ile A40  
mass-circulation newspapeato the ill and victimized retired Liecret 	agenT/ot—fro 

44) his family er/iO the public': urxdel.standing of titter crimes se important in out/history. 

The publishers of assaesinatioa books and the media that promotes them are on the 

intellectual, moral and professional level of the supermarket tabloids. 

his is thus regsxd and concern they reflect for these major and terrible events in 

our history.C1611 	/11410444140 it,;,frvrr/ileet 	fAiirit /111;4 1-4frhilW 

But it was profitable. 
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orldw
ide P

rofessional 
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erican private eyes"i 
'he W
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assination of P
resident John K

en- 
"H

o
w

ard
 cam
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 m

e fo
u

r 
irs ago and said: `I have only S

500. 
t read m

y report.' " B
eltrante w
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ti ally very• sceptical. "I took it up 
ry
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lu

c
ta

n
tly

. It se
e
m

e
d
 fa
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ch
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u
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e rep
o
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 b
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f rem
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n
its - th
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u
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at stru
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y
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e h

ead
 an
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',led
 h
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 "co

u
ld

 n
o
t h
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e b

een
 

ed
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m
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ee H
arv
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 O

sw
ald

's• 
1e. T

he w
rong calibre." 

D
onahue determ

ined that the bul- • 
t in

 fact cam
e fro

m
 a "sp

ecial 
!ap

o
n

" h
eld

 b
y

 o
n

e o
f th

e S
ecret 

trv
ice ag

en
ts w

h
o
 w

as in
 th

e car 
M

in
d
 th

e p
resid

en
t's. "W

h
at h

ap
-

m
ed w

as that after the firstshot or  shots the president's car jerked to a 
h

alt. T
h

e S
ecret S

erv
ice car th

en
 

cam
e to

 an
 ab

ru
p
t sto

p
 - an

d
 th

e 
S

ecret S
ervice agent accidentally let 

o
ff a sh

o
t, th

e sh
o
t th

at k
illed

 th
e 

p
resid

en
t. B

u
t th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
 

refused to adm
it this as it w

ould have 
discredited the agency w

hose job it is 
to protect th

e p
resid

en
t."

 
B

eltrante relates - "w
e know

 this 
for a fact" - that several w

eeks after 
the assassination, w

hile driving in 
T

ex
as, P

resid
en

t Jo
h

n
so

n
 sto

p
p

ed
 

his car and told the S
ecret S

ervice-
m

en
 in

 th
e car fo

llo
w

in
g
: "K

eep
 

fu
rth

er b
ack

. I d
o
n
't w

an
t to

 b
e a 

victim
 of a S

ecret S
ervice agent." 

B
eltran

te say
s: "W

e h
av

e d
eter-

m
ined w

hich agent in the K
ennedy 

backup car w
as responsible. H

e w
as 

retired from
 the service a year and a 

half later. H
e suffered an em

otional 
b
reak

d
o
w

n
." B

eltran
te attrib

u
tes 

the breakdow
n to the assassination. 

"H
e h

asn
't w

o
rk

ed
 sin

ce. H
e liv

es 
like a recluse. H

e refuses to answ
er 

the telephone. W
e have him

 under 
su

rv
eillan

ce." H
e d

eclin
es to

 g
iv

e 
the nam

e because of "possible libel 
actions." 

H
e says that the "m

edia, especial-
ly

 in
 th

e U
.S

., m
isrep

resen
t th

e 
p

ro
fessio

n
 o

f p
riv

ate in
v

estig
ato

r. 
T

heir life-style as portrayed on tele-
vision is far-fetched, exaggerated. It 
m

ak
es th

e p
ro

fessio
n
 lo

o
k
 rid

icu
-

lous." 
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N
ich

olas B
eltran

te 

B
eltran

te, o
f Italian

 sto
ck

 (h
is 

nam
e m

eans "brave w
arrior"), says 

that the "treatm
ent of private detec-

tives in literature is m
ore realistic." 

H
e n

am
es S

am
 S

p
ad

e in
 D

ash
iell 

H
am

m
ett's T

he M
altese F

alcon as a 
g

o
o

d
 p

o
rtra

y
a
l o

f th
e
 tra

d
e
. 

R
ay

m
o
n
d
 C

h
an

d
ler? "G

o
o
d
, d

e-
finitely." B

ut B
eltrante isn't up on  contem

porary detective fiction. 
H

is firm
 handles 750-1,000 cases a 

year. m
ostly "background investiga-

tio
n
s o

f p
eo

p
le o

r b
u
sin

esses. 
I 

generally don't ask clients, 'W
hy do 

you w
ant this done?' " 

B
eltran

te say
s th

ere are aro
u
n
d
 

100,000 private investigators w
ork-

ing in the U
.S

., and perhaps 150,000 
w

orldw
ide. "It is a grow

ing profes-
sion. B

ut only about 100 of them
 are 

good, capable, serious, a handful in 
each country. W

e know
 each other. 

In Israel there are four or five. 
N

o
n
eth

eless, B
eltran

te b
eliev

es 
the profession generally is steadily 
gaining recognition and respectabil-
ity

. "T
h
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e Ju
stice D

e-
partm

ent now
 occasionally use pri-

v
ate in

v
estig

ato
rs o

n
 a co

n
tract 

basis." B
eltrante him

self has been so 
used by the F

ederal T
rade C

om
m

is-
sion. 

Is there a danger that a client w
ill 

hire him
 for illegal purposes? 

"L
o
o
k
, th

e law
 allo

w
s is to

 in
-

v
estig

ate. I d
o
n
't n

o
rm

ally
 g

o
 in

to
 

th
e 'w

h
y

s.' " H
e h

im
self u

su
ally

 
h

an
d

les "sh
o

rt trad
in

g
" cases - in

 
w

hich people or com
panies covertly 

a
n
d
 u

su
a
lly

 ille
g
a
lly

 b
u
y
 o

u
t 

businesses. 
In 1972 B

eltrante w
as hired by the 

C
om

m
ittee to E

lect S
enator G

eorge 
M

cG
overn for P

resident to investi-
g

ate th
e W

aterg
ate b

u
rg

lary
. "T

h
e 

burglary w
as on June 17, m

y birth- 

day. A
 few

 days later, I w
as hired. I 

w
as ask

ed
 to

 d
eterm

in
e w

h
o
 w

as 
responsible and w

hy." 
B

eltrante's investigation ran con-
cu

rren
tly

 w
ith

 sev
eral p

o
lice an

d
 

fed
eral in

v
estig

atio
n
s. "A

t th
at 

tim
e, p

o
litician

s d
id

n
't tru

st th
e 

fed
eral law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t ag
en

cies 
and the police. F

or exam
ple, I w

as 
ask

ed
 b

y
 C

o
n

g
ressw

o
m

en
 B

ella 
A

b
zu

g
 to

 see if h
er o

ffice p
h
o
n
es 

w
ere tap

p
ed

 (b
y
 th

e au
th

o
rities] -

an
d
 th

ey
 w

ere. T
h
at's w

h
y
 I w

as 
h

ired
." 

A
fter a four•m

onth investigation. 
B

eltrante "discovered that G
ordon 

L
iddy's m

en - som
e of w

hom
 it w

as 
later fo

u
n
d
 w

ere im
p
licated

 in
 

W
atergate - had rented room

s near 
the offices of the C

om
m

ittee to E
lect 

M
cG

overn. W
e also discovered the 

M
cG

overn com
m

ittee had been in- 
filtrated (by L

iddy m
en] w

ho w
anted 

to get hold of their records. Y
es, w

e 
had the nam

es." . 
B

eltrante recalls that W
ashington 

P
ost 

rep
o

rters C
arl B

ern
stein

 an
d

 
B

o
b
 W

o
o
d
w

ard
 w

o
rk

ed
 w

ith
 h

im
 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
. "W

e ex
-

changed inform
ation, though I know

 
they didn't give m

e everything they 
had, just as I didn't give them

 every-
thing. T

hey sent m
e the first signed 

copy of A
ll the P

resident's M
en." 

B
eltran

te "firm
ly

 b
eliev

es th
at 

D
eep T

hroat w
as no specific person 

or source; "it w
as a com

bination of 
so

u
rces an

d
 co

n
tacts w

h
o

m
 B

ern
-

stein
 an

d
 W

o
o

d
w

ard
 called

 D
eep

 
T

h
ro

at." 

B
eltrante, w

ho hails from
 A

tlantic 
C

ity, is president-elect of the C
oun-

cil o
f In

tern
atio

n
al In

v
estig

ato
rs, 

w
hich has a ceiling' of 300 investiga-

tors. 

`T
he bullet that killed JF

K
 w

as fired by a Secret Service agent' 

O
ccupation: P

rivate eye 


