T,e success nf Uliver “tone's cormercialization and exploitation of th: JFK
assassination and the great interest in the contriversy about it inspired a surge in
the publication of bonks also exploiting and commercializing that great trapgedy. 4l-
most without excention they were frightfully bad books by those knowing little about +the
establjfhod fact of the ussassination and the greut volume of previously iithheld offi-
ciﬁ" g&nﬂu&f%&il&bl& to these suthors.

L08% prugntad conspiracy theories as established fact vhen they dﬁﬁﬁ utterly false
and proven to be false by the actual and available fuct.

Jerhaps the most indecent of this outpouring is Howard “onshue's "lortal Error,"
ghosted by donar llenninger (St. Martin's Presa)tfit savs that a Secret Hervice agent it

nanes killed JEK by aceident even thoﬁE%ffizli&nx:iizx I had referreduﬁonahue to the
Photogruphic ﬁﬂgﬁe that -Pa.:w—e-s—his theory iupossible and lo;z"xced hin for copving an
+BI photogruaph that disproves the rest of his concoctéd "sbdlution" to the crime. Lona-—
hue and his publishe¥ kneu this sgent had suffered a cempiete eﬁ;:)tional breakdown after t |
Do
the erinme he had been unable to prevantvszl /M MM 17 "r%ﬁ"f i MW :

St. dgtin's presidg@t, ien Hebormick, admitsing that the book night be in error,
‘justified publishing it becnuse that agent did not respond to phone calls and letters.

But éiuost a decudé&ztg‘Donabue hired"/frivate—cye" “icholas Jeltrante” to investi-
gate that retired agent. Deltranti told Benny liorris of The Jerusalem Post that t;uz:a;-;-.mt
"hasn't worked since" forced tuv ret:re a yenr and a halt after the assasvination."”

"He lives lixe a recluse," Horris' September 14, 1987 story quotes Beltranti as
telling him.dHe refuses to anguer the ohone. We have hin under surveillance,"

The one’m bookm*{clams to be entirely factual and of personal

Rl )
lmowledge appears to the purchaser and to the nedia to have the—best creduntials,

br, Charles a. Crenshaw appears as the author,'"with Jens Hansen and J. Gary Shuw."
“ike Ytone's movie, which is no% about JFK, it is titled "JFK." It is subtitled "Conspiracy
of Bilence" becquse Urensahaw says all th: doctors who tried to,ﬁﬁve JFK kept.ﬂilent. not

&)
@isclosing lmouledge that disouted the ofricial solution e that crine,



Crenshaw ut";ributes"i{ oun sidonce to feur of losing his job, his medicil career
and his life m@hﬂ» explaing why it took hif@ii years to break “the conspirucy of silence."
"Effurts to suppress and distort the truth abous the assassination on the part of
governnent officials and agents," he says \on jage 9) have been well docunented in
revious works on this subject. Thutf(‘thesa efforts included threats, intimddsation and
falsificution and destruction of evidence and even death have played no small xart
role in my silence ol the past 28 years." -
I've spent those 28 years working in the ?—_:-.-l“v' field. I8ve brought more to likht
that is enbarrassing to th: government than anyone else, and I have ngt been injured. I

mov ol ho real ineident of any witness or alleged witness being injured by the governm-nt

ot its agents&aml I also know that it is only in works of fiction represented as non-fiction

that anything of the sort is "uell documented."
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Urenshaw attributes his own silence to fe ‘= his job and his nmedical carecr.
" fear,
Thisgi 8 account lasted

ars, throusgh all the centention fro: which no single

person was hurt—4f any way. It ended only when it apjetred that pgVliver “tone would nake

£ nuch noney.
4s Crenshaw does not say, there never was a tine when thess Dallas doctors rorused to
talk. & number did to me, more did to other mﬁters, and no= a few appeared on TV/ Veginning
more than two decades aio.
pM I front ) .
Rd’ Signet's/cover describes Crenshaw as "the surgeon who tried to save JFK and Oswald!"
The back cover buws he and he alone "fought" to suve both.
Loth covers proclaim he has "new'" evidenca}b-and 2 suy&'{he way not alloved to give
[it] to the Warren “ormission."

t
.- D#'Li not known better I'd have wondered how, after jexhaus—

tive analysis of the Warren *‘eport and its avpended 26 volumes of evidence in ny first o
book, which was the first on the Commission, after careful study of its records in the
National ﬁrchives_;and aftor getting and studying about a quarter of a million pages of
once withheld sgency records, mostly the FBIs, by a series of FOIA lawsuits;and fron
what I'd learned and includeg in five other books on the JFK assassination, I'd not have
perceived how important amedical man Crenshaw wa$ those days.

Liagine— the ofly doctor who "fought" to save both men - and I didn't laow 14d

So)I consulted the Commisiion's #&;&M index of its published testinony.

as apsarontly Signet did not.

In ulf [/1 5 wvolume: of t_)r:i_ntef testinony, Crenshaw's nane is mentioned five tines,
all in the sixth volume.

Dr. llobert lictlelland, then an associate professor of surgery at the University of
Texas Southwestern ledical School, at Parkland Houpital, where both victins were taken,

i
L} . 1
hw, Lo
: oIdTES By 11 IS

euergeney-—rovu—begether—pugo 31)

testified that he was told that JFK had been shot "by the -?tas;ident, r. Crenshaw."(page 31)

and he numed hiM as one of the doctors présent in the emergency room. (page 32)
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Dr. Charley Baxter, another assistant profea sor of surgery does no more than nention
Crenshaw's nane af‘s one of the nediecal pevsonnel there. (page 40)

Dr, Don Curtis, an oral surgeon, also said no nore than that Dr. Crenshaw was
present. | paje 60)/

Hurse liargarot Hencheliffe, agked vho she remenbered being there, included D»,
Crenshaw but said not another word about him. (page 141)

So how did the Warren Vommission manage to overlook the one and only doctor'who
Seamitdx  tried to save JFK and Oswald!" and why was he '"not allowed" to thstify to his

M hz}‘ﬁiﬂ gr%ﬁﬁ%r‘gﬁ:wﬂssion?

Dr. Kemneth Salyer ge rovides the answerq/@

4sked "o what extent did Dr. Crenshaw partinate" in those hectic emergency roon
efforts to "save J¥K", Dr. Salyer, a year out of medical school and a firsti-year resident
at Parklund, answered, "about the extent that I did\lie werd both occupied in nakding sure
that an I.V. was going and hanging ud a bottle of blood.” Dr. Sa'iyer renembered thit
Dr. Crenshaw also was a re;a@dent "petause we were sort ol working there together on
that." (paga 81)

Unlike Dr. Crenshaw, ¥r. Salyer, who smm did exactly what “r. Crenshaw did and vhat
I've seen nurses do, made no clain to being "the" fmmime surgeon "who tried to suve JFKL"

The book la=m can elain d’t nost tuo of the "headline-naldng revelations." Une is that
tha President was shot fron the front. The other is that LBJ Pg!:e{ and mde hin leave
his efforts to suve Oswald's ,ﬁL‘ife to tell him,"])r. Crenshaw, I w:w‘;h}:ed confession

Mm‘%ﬁww

Troi the accused assassin."(pag:

Z Thw M.M [ ——d-ﬁ"”ﬁ_""‘:‘
The rest e from a feu cetails of no speecial interest in 4 life, iu lm@

represerrtabions
diskoxtrdixandxinoneurnta allegakinaxsabrak (fineiful representations and misrepresentat-

tions of allege ! JIK assassination infornation from Shaw. He is an assassination con-

spiracy theorist who has no tfouble espousing two contradictory theories at the sume tiwme,
hqving found none not worth consideration; who has seen no fact hi: cannot improwe upon and
and often does; and who still loves those theories so duarly he clings to then after they

are proven impossible.
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e thus is, W@er. Cronshaw writes, "one of the world's top authorities @n th: Kennedy
assassinetion,” ﬁmge 10.) Soa )
’ 5 . : ‘IMMJ.WIJM k)W
‘ 7
as a ressult all the digresséens into allesged fact abous the assassination iu Trom
dubious <o very wrong. L
et i a;:a/
Un the siuplest level, William Walfer, a college k& =1 woridngs as a nijght clerk
m
for the Fﬁ&, 16 described in consecutive paragravhs as an PF3I Security Code Clork"
and as an "FBI agent." ( [elie 42)
: o
JFE's plauned Mdovember 2 trip to “hicago was cuncelled, we are told, over a thrat
) it wolf K npem .é;fa'm Aecaviad
against hin by one ‘homas Vallee, (page 357—&35 ,@:—uas_bw-ﬂ-t < tense instenatiofial
-~ } *
-i%fl ] ' 4, ni ” A .
situation”#ren the assassination of South Viet lam's president and his Jright-hand nan,

is said to recall being there only

fichard Hixon semembe 3 lHovenber 20 and 21 a.m; "he was not

(i a0
ther: the day of the assas:ination.'/In fact Hixon has written and spoken of his »eeotiec
recoll:ction of leaving Dallas on the twenty-second and vhen and ho: he le:rned of 4he
assassination. tpmg——57)
L-v‘{u?

P« Crenshav described the Seeret Service virtjl‘lly as thugs and did—m=e "strong—

am" apound and "toox President Kemedy's body out of Purklind at gunpoint. Ther had their
(j . )

orders from a high ofricél in ou¥’ governuent who was afi id of the truth." Or,it vas a
governuent conspiricy. / é lf}i/ /2)

Ho%t a word of this is true. There were no such orders. The decision to take tho body
to Washiyton was maue at the hospital in defeMence to what vere assuzed to b'e lirs.
. 1 o f‘ﬂ'ﬁ/

Kennedy's wiﬂhespe-ud:{t wa: not at gunpoin% uf'ter couf'er:nces .ith local authorities.
Ponsistept with this, Ylint bBil1l, who was within an inch of being killed in the
Jerformance of his duty, is castigeted:"}ill had failed to do hiis job, which was to pro-

tect the Presidentdf the Ynited States.” In fact he was asiigned $o protect rs, ;feen-
nedy. liis post was on the left running board of the follow-up car, from which there
was quite obviously no way in the world he could prevent a hit on the Presidont. ‘ﬁ«a was
chr b pam 4o den ,
alyost run over by g when he saw lrs. Kennedy seeming ‘l-.o\.'ffa avout to fall oft the

back of the lre.ilentds car, easd %ﬂ'thout regard for his own WE&H to save lmésﬁ pushed

her back into the seuty telrhe—did do.



UFf the Seerot Service ituelf this jewel: Its "one and only job was to protect
the President of the Ynited Stutes and other government officials around hinm."

Nids is just plain ignorince. The Secret Service has a mulititude of duties thit do
not include protecting "government ofiicials" arpund the President. ~ts proiection or the
Bet prosident is lirdted to one of its smaller biunches.

s " ki
With this these the level of information in this "headline-maldng"sensation, no purpose

X AL ML

is served by footnotes of 3 e S AT e5—bey-net-being
M' PN T A el f .l-"t s A

mal,_.a.ml‘T}'le h llmark of a publisher doing; a book on”the cheap 83 gt

is no index and no bibliogr:phy. W ok /‘m el .

A Uruna}im':i duties wlen he was allegedly Viighting" to save Oswald's life vere
s0 insimmificent he is not even mentioned as are/chu the assistants to the surpgeon vho
was in charge, L‘om Shires, according to the Parkl:nd official "operative record."” (Var-
ren “omdisoion Bxhibit %92, published on pages 536-T of its l'tcport.)

But if this weré& not true, and it it were not true that his JFRE-suving duites were
id ntifial vith those of a doctor just out of medical school, to keep the IVs working,
how about that phone eallm frou LBJ when he was "fizhting" to save Oswald?

The booic g;i(a w.jor TV and print-pross attention but nobody bothered to wake she

Gevrald binocchio

gimple phon: call to the LBJ Library to get the facts, as ny friundﬁ!ffi‘ord Lollege
professor of sociology did at my suggestion. Ail.nost by return mail he got the records
of all of LBJ's ecalls, meatings and trips for that day.

™iat call had $o have been nade ¢ - 11:32 a.n, ballas %ine, when Oswald was whecled
into the emergency room (page 182,?: ‘_?5 minutes later, when Oswald as given up a dead at
1;07. (age 189) Washington tinme is an hour modkime later.

fvery minute of LBJ's time is accountd for. lle left his residence with his funily at
10:33 a.1., “ashington tine, gl.ing to St liark's Luthe-an “surch, stopping en route to
pick u‘ﬂ an old Texas Friend, Homer “hornberry. ’They Laft the church at 12:26 and reached
the u}h:.t douse nine .dnutes later. They there picked up the Kemnedy family and lef't

BJr

'in the Funer:l Procession"to the “apitol, getsing thepe at 1:46. U8es lei't for the

Bxecutive UfTice Dui‘dim; at 2:19, arriving az 2:25.



T AT PN IR SR ) r ! " 3 CIEAPEE S b = Casim

. 3 > 3 p
This if from the raport of the Seeret Service agent in c}w.rge of the “hite louse dctil

=

Gorald dehn. It pretludes the possibility of any sueh phonyg call as }&- Crenshaw sexmatlgul—

ized the country, andjwith, of toume. sold books by. It did make and remain on the "non"

{iction bestsseller

another dnd nore detailed Secret Service record has Dﬁrzaaclﬁng hié desk at
ol ., b
2:30, wvhich is after the time permitted by “S €@renshav's sensationfy wi Ties of

§ no call was made to Dr. Crenshav or to that hosuitul.
.

The Secret Service also keeps a record, by the minute, of each person the Prosident
]Ohone:; or nmeets with and the subject discussed. For that dgy it has no Dr. Crenshavw, nox
'f)a_klmxd homital.

anilda /wff"";(
Helso-fEeps ig ha.ndwritter?r'ﬂ?ﬁ; also by the minute, 4eac1 ‘or the President's
ol

1
activities. lo Crenshaw, no hospitul.
’ sl M Ve W el /

There was not a second, beginning befora ® '_I d that

1BJ was alone. W got to the

Yhite Houve and joined the Kennedy funeral party about the time Oswald was vheeled into
the enmergency room and that lasted until af'ter Oswald was prenounced dead.

These Yhite House records, ereated by the pre-LBJ staff, are unalteed handwritten
and retyped records prepared and filed when nobody anticinated that the third-wear
Parkland resident uvould write a boo&: some 28 years later i which he represented himself

s "the surgeon who tried t°, dave ‘myand Oswald!" and would say in it that LBJ phoned
him to say, "I want a dea&bed confession," in ob‘:aining}!.:hich "I will expect full co-
operation in this matter."(fage 1€7)

Mone of the top TV news and interview shows on which he appeared and noﬁ of the
news pupers reporters)aﬂd i:xtMné bothered to wonder whether, if the new Preient

did demand a confession fron the unconscious Osamld.J he would have phoned a mere hospital

resident with his demand. and, of course, none got and used the actual records, of? checked
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thewe—eof the Varren “oumission's reudily-availsble publications,
Both of these books, neither credible on cursory examination, were anony the nmany
faulty JFK assassination books mest of vhich did beconme best sellers.
There should, I believe, have been outrage at these vicious, malicious commercializa-
Gl s
ti .,FSI“'?HI) dead and of those who cannot der'end thenselves.
That " igptal Brrors" itself died soon, as was being talked about in the trade

. —_—
by the end of & april (when it should have died in Sdgseesetiowbex the publisher's reader's

Bl

handy ,does not undo the dunage it didd-; £ in England, u‘herrz iLt was serialized in

QT dsserche s The Putsidanty biblpy ad el heam o fy,s,
7/

@ mass-circulation neispaper P o the ill and victimized retired Secret Service agent/or—to

Ap his family ervto the public's understanding of %ee crimes so important in oudhistory.

The publishers of assassination books and the media that Promotea them are on the
intellectual, moral and professional level ol the supérmarket tabloids.
“his is the regard and condern they reflect for these major and terrible events in &

our history.omq The /ﬁﬂ%"bﬁ\a Mﬂf w [hltn /'f'.J;W(

But it was profitsble.
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“he cable address on his business
reads: “SLEUTH.” Nicholas,
ante, sixtyish, looking every.
-, an ex-cop, heads “Beltrante &
“pciates, Worldwide w_.o?mmmo:n%
_»stigations” and has been called
~» dean of American private eyes”|
he Washington Post. !

“leltrante, a former chief inspec-
“lof police in Washington, DC,'
-nds most of his time overseeing |
| work of 22 associates. Occa- !
“1ally, he takes on a case himself - :
“rging $1,000 a day “plus ex-.
“ses.” He charges 550 an hour !
15 expenses) for the work of each |
“his associates, who keep $20 an *
“1r for themselves. )
3eltrante personally takes only !
es “with very large fees” or of
‘eat interest.” He is currently E._
Stigating, together with ballistics
sert Howard Donahue, the 1963
assination of President John Ken-{
dy. “Howard came to me four:
wrs ago and said: ‘I have only $500. |
tread my report.” " Beltrante was
tially very sceptical. “T took it up !
“ry reluctantly. It seemed far- _
_ched. But the report convinced .

. " ]

{The 40-page Donahue report |
“nowed” that — on the basis of
-alysis of remaining metal ».Bm-.w.
_>nts — the bullet that struck Ken-
“dy in the back of the head and

flled him “could not have - been;
ied from Lee Harvey Oswald's:
+le. The wrong calibre.” f
~Donahue determined that the bul- -
‘t in fact came from a “special”
“zapon” held by one of the Secret

“srvice agents who was in the car .
“>hind the president’s. “What hap- -

Z2ned was that after the firstshot or

AR
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“The bullet that killed JFK was fired by a Secret Service agent’

‘Occupation: Private eye

shots the president’s car jerked to a .

halt. The Secret Service car then
came to an abrupt stop - and the
Secret Service agent accidentally let
off a shot, the shot that killed the
president. But the administration
refused to admit this as it would have
discredited the agency whose jobitis
to protect the president.”

Beltrante relates — ““we know this

for a fact” — that several weeks after .

the assassination, while driving in
Texas, President Johnson stopped
his car and told the Secret Service-
men in the car following: “Keep
further back. I don't want to be a
victim of a Secret Service agent.”

Beltrante says: “We have deter-
mined which agent in the Kennedy
backup car was responsible. He was
retired from the service a year and a
half later. He suffered an emotional
breakdown.” Beltrante attributes
the breakdown to the assassination.
“He hasn't worked since. He lives
like a recluse. He refuses to answer
the telephone. We have him under
surveillance.” He declines to give
the name because of “possible libel
actions.”

He says that the “media, especial-
ly in the U.S., misrepresent the
profession of private investigator.
Their life-style as portrayed on tele-
vision is far-fetched, exaggerated. It
makes the profession look ridicu-
lous.™

Nicholas Beltrante

Beltrante, of Italian stock (his
name means “‘brave warrior"), says
that the “treatment of private detec-
fives in literature is more realistic.”
He names Sam Spade in Dashiell
Hammett's The Maltese Falcon as a
good portrayal of the trade.
Raymond Chandler? “Good, de-
finitely.” But Beltrante isn’t up on

contemporary detective fiction.

His firm handles 750-1,000 casesa’

year, mostly “background investiga-
tions of people or businesses. I
generally don’t ask clients, “‘Why do
you want this done?" " !
Beltrante says there are around
100,000 private investigators work-
ing in the U.S., and perhaps 150,000
worldwide. “It is a growing profes-
sion. But only about 100 of them are
good, capable, serious, a handful in
edch country. We know each other.
In Israel there are four or five.
Nonetheless, Beltrante believes
the profession generally is steadily
gaining recognition and respectabil-
ity. “The CIA and the Justice De-
partment now occasionally use pri-
vate investigators on a contract
basis.” Beltrante himself has been so
used by the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.
Is there a danger that a client will
hire him for illegal purposes?
“Look, the law allows us to in-
vestigate. I don’t normally go into
the ‘whys." " He himself usually
handles “short trading” cases — in
which people or companies covertly
and usually illegally buy out
businesses.

In 1972 Beltrante was hired by the

Committee to.Elect Senator George
McGovern for President to investi-
gate the Watergate burglary. “The
burglary was on June 17, my birth-

day. A few days later, [ was hired. T
was asked to determine who was
responsible and why.”

Beltrante’s investigation ran con-
currently with several police and
federal investigations. “‘At that

time, politicians didn’t trust the

federal law enforcement agencies
and the police. For example, 1 was
asked by Congresswomen Bella
Abzug to see if her office phones
were tapped [by the authorities] —
and they were. That's why T was
hired.”

After a four-month investigation,
Beltrante *‘discovered that Gordon
Liddy's men - some of whom it was
later found were implicated in
Watergate — had rented rooms near
the offices of the Committee to Elect
McGovern. We also discovered the

McGovern committee had been in-

filtrated [by Liddy men] who wanted
to get hold of their records. Yes, we
had the names.” -

Beltrante recalls that Washington
Post reporters Carl Bernstein and
Bob Woodward worked with him
during the investigation. “We ex-
changed information, though I know
they didn’t give me everything they
had, just as I didn’t give them every-

thing, They sent me the first signed -

copy of All the President’s Men.”

Beltrante “firmly believes that
Deep Throat was no specific person
or source; “it was a combination of
sources and contacts whom Bern-
stein and Woodward called Deep
Throat.”

Beltrante, who hails from Atlantic
City, is president-elect of the Coun-
cil of International Investigators,
which has a ceiling of 300 investiga-
tors.



