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B
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A
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E
N

 L
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D
 T

O
 B

E
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IE
V

E
..." 

S
p

eakin
g

 is D
r. C

h
arles A

. C
ren

sh
aw

, th
e 

D
allas su

rg
eo

n
 w

h
o

 fo
u

g
h

t to
 save JF

K
, an

d
 

th
en

 sh
o

ckin
g

 d
ays later, L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald

. N
o

w
 

h
e g

ives th
e testim

o
n

y h
e w

as n
o

t allo
w

ed
 

to
 g

ive to
 th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

. H
e exp

lain
s 

w
h

y h
e is su

re th
at th

e P
resid

en
t w

as th
e 

victim
 o

f a seco
n

d
 assassin

. H
e reveals th

e 

eerie telep
h

o
n

e call to
 h

im
 fro

m
 th

e n
ew

ly 

sw
o

rn
-in

 P
resid

en
t, L

yn
d

o
n

 Jo
h

n
so

n
. 

H
e d

etails th
e b

eh
avio

r o
f Jacq

u
elin

e K
en

n
ed

y 

at th
e h

o
sp

ital. H
e d

escrib
es th

e stro
n

g
-arm

 

secu
rity fo

rces th
at in

vad
ed

 th
e h

o
sp

ital an
d

 

th
e virtu

al kid
n

ap
p

in
g

 o
f JF

K
's co

rp
se. H

e 

tells o
f th

e stiflin
g

 o
f h

is an
d

 o
th

er d
o

cto
rs' 

d
issen

tin
g

 o
p

in
io

n
s. H

e d
o

es th
is an

d
 

m
u

ch
 m

o
re, in

 a b
o

o
k th

at b
u

ttresses 

h
is u

n
im

p
each

ab
le evid

en
ce w

ith
 o

th
er 

in
d

isp
u

tab
le facts—

in
clu

d
in

g
 fresh

 fo
cu

s o
n

 

th
e ro

le o
f Jack R

u
b

y—
th

at at last are 

sh
red

d
in

g
 th

e g
reatest co

ver-u
p

 in
 U

.S
. h

isto
ry. 
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tw
o bullets, fired from

 the front, w
hereas the 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 asserted

 K
en

n
ed

y
 w

as 

stru
ck

 tw
ice fro

m
 b

eh
in

d
. D

r. C
ren

sh
aw

, as 

o
n
e o

f th
e su

rg
eo

n
s treatin

g
 th

e P
resid

en
t's 

w
o
u
n
d
s, saw

 w
ith

 h
is o

w
n
 ey

es th
at K

en
-

n
ed

y
 w

as stru
ck

 tw
ice fro

m
 th

e fro
n
t: o

n
ce 

in
 th

e n
eck

 an
d
 o

n
ce in

 th
e rig

h
t sid

e o
f h

is 

h
ead

. T
h
is, o

f co
u
rse, m

ean
t th

at O
sw

ald
 

h
ad

 n
o
t acted

 alo
n
e. T

h
is firsth

an
d
 o

b
serv

a-

tion is enough to m
ake D

r. C
renshaw

's book 

sig
n
ifican

t, b
u
t it b

y
 n

o
 m

ean
s ex

h
au

sts th
e 

revelations in JF
K

: C
onspiracy of Silence. 

A
s D

r. C
ren

sh
aw

 w
as b

attlin
g
 to

 sav
e th

e 

lives of John F
. K

ennedy and L
ee H

arvey O
s-

w
ald

, so
m

e p
ro

fo
u
n
d
ly

 d
istu

rb
in

g
 th

in
g
s 

h
ap

p
en

ed
 in

 th
e trau

m
a ro

o
m

s in
 w

h
ich

 h
e 

w
as w

o
rk

in
g
. W

h
ile h

e w
as treatin

g
 P

resi-

dent K
ennedy's w

ounds in T
raum

a R
oom

 1, 

h
e o

b
serv

ed
 a S

ecret S
erv

ice ag
en

t ro
am

in
g
 

around the room
 brandishing a pistol cocked 

an
d
 read

y
 to

 fire, w
h
ile sh

o
u
tin

g
 an

d
 m

u
t-

terin
g
 to

 h
im

self. T
w

o
 d

ay
s later, an

o
th

er 

arm
ed

 in
d
iv

id
u
al w

as m
y
sterio

u
sly

 p
resen

t 

in
 th

e o
p
eratin

g
 ro

o
m

 w
h
ile D

r. C
ren

sh
aw

 

and his colleagues struggled to save O
sw

ald 

fro
m

 d
eath

. B
u
t th

ese w
ere relativ

ely
 in

sig
-

n
ifican

t o
ccu

rren
ces co

m
p
ared

 to
 th

e tele-

p
h
o
n
e call D

r. C
ren

sh
aw

 receiv
ed

 w
h
ile h

e 

w
as atten

d
in

g
 to

 O
sw

ald
's w

o
u
n
d
s. 

In
 th

e m
id

st o
f try

in
g
 to

 sav
e th

e accu
sed

 

assassin
's life, D

r. C
ren

sh
aw

 w
as called

 to
 

x
 

T
F

K
: C

O
N

SP
IR

A
C

Y
 O

F
 SIL

E
N

C
E

 

the phone in the hospital supervisor's office. 

W
h
en

 h
e p

ick
ed

 u
p
 th

e receiv
er, h

e w
as as-

to
n
ish

ed
 to

 fin
d
 h

is caller w
as th

e n
ew

ly
 

sw
orn-in P

resident of the U
nited S

tates, L
yn- 

don B
. Johnson. Johnson brusquely told C

ren-

shaw
 he w

anted a deathbed confession from
 

O
sw

ald
, an

d
 th

at th
ere w

as a m
an

 in
 th

e 

ro
o
m

 w
h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 receiv
e it. T

h
e d

o
cto

r to
ld

 

th
e P

resid
en

t h
e w

o
u
ld

 d
o
 w

h
at h

e co
u
ld

. 

W
h
en

 h
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 h

is p
atien

t, h
e k

n
ew

 

im
m

ed
iately

 h
e co

u
ld

 n
o
t sav

e O
sw

ald
 an

d
 

there w
ould be no deathbed confession. T

he 

m
ysterious m

an w
ith the pistol w

as hovering 

n
earb

y
 w

aitin
g
 to

 tak
e th

e co
n
fessio

n
. D

r. 

C
ren

sh
aw

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at O

sw
ald

 w
as n

ear 

death and there w
ould be no confession. T

he 

m
ystery m

an then quickly disappeared. 

W
h
at are w

e to
 m

ak
e o

f th
is stran

g
e ep

i-

so
d
e? W

as L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 a p

lo
tter in

 a 

co
n
sp

iracy
 to

 k
ill P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
? W

as 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 try

in
g
 to

 g
et a co

n
fessio

n
 o

f so
le 

guilt from
 O

sw
ald that w

ould strengthen the 

already-proclaim
ed official assertion that he 

w
as a lo

n
e-n

u
t assassin

? W
as Jo

h
n
so

n
 al-

ready trying to get him
self off the hook? 

T
h
ese th

o
u
g
h
ts ran

 th
ro

u
g
h
 D

r. C
ren

-

shaw
's m

ind after O
sw

ald w
as officially de-

clared
 d

ead
 an

d
 th

e y
o
u
n
g
 su

rg
eo

n
 left th

e 

operating room
. 

I do not believe the available evidence sug-

g
ests th

at L
y
n
d
o
n
 Jo

h
n
so

n
 h

elp
ed

 p
lo

t th
e 

xi 
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stru
g
g
le

 to
 b

re
a
th

e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 fa

d
in

g
 so

u
n
d
s o

f h
is 

failing heart torm
ented m

e. 
D

rops of his blood hitting the kick bucket beneath 
the gurney toiled the rem

aining seconds of P
resi-

d
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y's life

, a
s th

e
 vo

ice
s o

f D
r. C

h
a
rle

s 
B

axter and D
r. K

em
p C

lark echoed those eternal 
w

ords of doom
. Looking into the som

ber faces of 
D

r. M
alcolm

 P
erry, D

r. R
obert M

cC
lelland, and D

r. 
R

o
n

a
ld

 Jo
n

e
s a

s w
e

 a
ll a

cce
p

te
d

 th
e

 in
e

vita
b

le
, 

then em
bracing Jacqueline K

ennedy as D
r. C

harles 
B

a
xte

r te
n

d
e

rly to
ld

 h
e

r th
a

t h
e

r h
u

sb
a

n
d

 w
a

s 
dead, recom

posed w
ithin m

e the em
otional tenor 

of those terrible m
om

ents. 
I relived the tactics of intim

idation practiced by 
the S

ecret S
ervice agents. T

he "m
en in suits," as 

w
e referred to them

, struck fear into P
arkland's per-

so
n
n
e
l a

s th
e
 a

g
e
n
ts w

e
n
t a

b
o
u
t p

ro
vid

in
g
 m

o
re

 
protection and concern for a dead P

resident than 
th

e
y h

a
d

 sh
o

w
n

 fo
r a

 livin
g

 P
re

sid
e

n
t. I fo

llo
w

e
d

 
the heavily arm

ed agents as their entourage sur-
rounding the casket escorted P

resident K
ennedy's 

body out of P
arkland H

ospital, their arrogance al-
m

ost palpable; Jacqueline K
ennedy w

alked along-
side, her hand resting on the coffin. 

A
s the m

onths passed, I continued to read and 
stu

d
y e

ve
ry a

va
ila

b
le

 p
u

b
lica

tio
n

 o
n

 th
e

 su
b

je
ct, 

increasingly becom
ing m

ore and m
ore outraged at 

the great lie that had been perpetrated. F
or the first 

tim
e, I questioned w

hether I had actually entered 
in

to
 a

 co
n

tra
ct w

ith
 th

e
 o

th
e

r d
o

cto
rs to

 n
o

t w
rite

 
m

y sto
ry. I h

a
d
n
't ta

ke
n
 a

n
 o

a
th

 o
r sig

n
e
d
 a

n
 

agreem
ent to that effect A

ll I had done w
as fail to 

object openly to the edict of secrecy proclaim
ed in 

JF
K

: C
O

N
SP
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A

C
Y

 O
F

 SIL
E

N
C

E
 

T
raum

a R
oom

 1 by D
r. C

harles B
axter, professor 

of surgery and director of the em
ergency room

, just 
after P

resident K
ennedy died. S

ilence cannot be 
taken to m

ean tacit approval. 
F

inally, on N
ovem

ber 17, 1990, w
hile sitting at 

m
y desk at P

eter S
m

ith H
ospital, after review

ing 
the m

ounting evidence and m
y recurring m

em
ories 

one last tim
e, I decided to tell m

y story. I realized 
that the com

pulsion to chronicle m
y account of that 

fateful w
eekend at P

arkland H
ospital in 1963 had 

begun to grow
 w

ithin m
e alm

ost im
m

ediately after 
the assassination. I knew

 I had to speak out, if for 
no other reason, because the dem

ocratic process 
cre

a
te

d
 b

y th
e

 g
re

a
te

st co
n

stitu
tio

n
a

l d
o

cu
m

e
n

t 
ever w

ritten w
as being callously and m

aliciously 
circum

vented by a handful of cow
ards. M

y silence 
has protected them

. T
he choice of the A

m
erican 

people w
as cast aside w

ith one squeeze of a trig-
ger. T

he w
ork of m

en like Jam
es M

adison, A
lexan-

der H
am

ilton, John Jay, B
enjam

in F
ranklin, and the 

sa
crifice

 o
f th

e
 m

illio
n

s w
h

o
 h

a
ve

 d
e

fe
n

d
e

d
 th

e
 

C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

, w
e

re
 re

n
d

e
re

d
 im

p
o

te
n

t b
y a

 fe
w

 
sorry crim

inals. 
E

fforts to suppress and distort the truth about the 
assassination on the part of governm

ent officials 
and agents, as w

ell as certain representatives of 
the m

edia. have been w
ell docum

ented in previous 
w

orks on this subject. T
hat these efforts included -).„A

 
threats, intim

idation, falsification and destruction of 
evidence, and even death, have played no sm

all 
role in m

y silence of the past tw
enty-eight years. I 

am
 fifty-nine years old. M

y m
edical career is over, 

a
n

d
 I n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r fe

a
r th

e
 "m

e
n

 in
 su

its" n
o

r th
e

 
criticism

 of m
y peers. 1.A."• 
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stru
g

g
le

 to
 b

re
a

th
e

 a
n

d
 th

e
 fa

d
in

g
 so

u
n

d
s o

f h
is 

fa
ilin

g
 h

e
a
rt to

rm
e
n
te

d
 m

e
. 

D
rops of his blood hitting the kick bucket beneath 

th
e
 g

u
rn

e
y to

lle
d
 th

e
 re

m
a
in

in
g
 se

co
n
d
s o

f P
re

si-
d

e
n

t K
e
n

n
e
d

y's life
, a

s th
e

 vo
ice

s o
f D

r. C
h

a
rle

s 
B

a
xte

r a
n
d
 D

r. K
e
m

p
 C

la
rk e

ch
o
e
d
 th

o
se

 e
te

rn
a
l 

w
o

rd
s o

f d
o

o
m

. L
o

o
kin

g
 in

to
 th

e
 so

m
b

e
r fa

ce
s o

f 
D

r. M
a

lco
lm

 P
e

rry, D
r. R

o
b

e
rt M

cC
le

lla
n

d
, a

n
d

 D
r. 

R
o

n
a

ld
 Jo

n
e

s a
s w

e
 a

ll a
cce

p
te

d
 th

e
 in

e
vita

b
le

, 
then em

bracing Jacqueline K
ennedy as D

r. C
harles 

B
a
xte

r te
n
d
e
rly to

ld
 h

e
r th

a
t h

e
r h

u
sb

a
n
d
 w

a
s 

d
e

a
d

, re
co

m
p

o
se

d
 w

ith
in

 m
e

 th
e

 e
m

o
tio

n
a

l te
n

o
r 

o
f th

o
se

 te
rrib

le
 m

o
m

e
n

ts. 

re
live

d
 th

e
 ta

ctics o
f in

tim
id

a
tio

n
 p

ra
ctice

d
 b

y 
th

e
 S

e
cre

t S
e

rvice
 a

g
e

n
ts. T

h
e

 "m
e

n
 in

 su
its," a

s 
w

e referred to them
, struck fear into P

arkland's per-
so

n
n

e
l a

s th
e

 a
g

e
n

ts w
e

n
t a

b
o

u
t p

ro
vid

in
g

 m
o

re
 

p
ro

te
ctio

n
 a

n
d
 co

n
ce

rn
 fo

r a
 d

e
a
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
t th

a
n
 

th
e

y h
a

d
 sh

o
w

n
 fo

r a
 livin

g
 P

re
sid

e
n

t. I fo
llo

w
e

d
 

th
e

 h
e

a
vily a

rm
e

d
 a

g
e

n
ts a

s th
e

ir e
n

to
u

ra
g

e
 su

r-
ro

u
n
d
in

g
 th

e
 ca

ske
t e

sco
rte

d
 P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y's 

b
o
d
y o

u
t o

f P
a
rkla

n
d
 H

o
sp

ita
l, th

e
ir a

rro
g
a
n
ce

 a
l- 

m
o
st p

a
lp

a
b
le

; Ja
cq

u
e
lin

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
lke

d
 a

lo
n
g
-

sid
e

, h
e

r h
a

n
d

 re
stin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 co

ffin
. 

A
s th

e
 m

o
n

th
s p

a
sse

d
, I co

n
tin

u
e

d
 to

 re
a

d
 a

n
d

 
stu

d
y e

ve
ry a

va
ila

b
le

 p
u
b
lica

tio
n
 o

n
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct, 
in

cre
a
sin

g
ly b

e
co

m
in

g
 m

o
re

 a
n
d
 m

o
re

 o
u
tra

g
e
d
 a

t 
the great lie that had been perpetrated. F

or the first 
tim

e
, I q

u
e
stio

n
e
d
 w

h
e
th

e
r I h

a
d
 a

ctu
a
lly e

n
te

re
d
 

in
to

 a
 co

n
tra

ct w
ith

 th
e
 o

th
e
r d

o
cto

rs to
 n

o
t w

rite
 

m
y
 s

to
ry

. I h
a

d
n

't ta
k
e

n
 a

n
 o

a
th

 o
r s

ig
n

e
d

 a
n

 
a

g
re

e
m

e
n

t to
 th

a
t e

ffe
ct. A

ll I h
a

d
 d

o
n

e
 w

a
s fa

il to
 

o
b

je
ct o

p
e

n
ly to

 th
e

 e
d

ict o
f se

cre
cy p

ro
cla

im
e

d
 in
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T
ra

u
m

a
 R

o
o
m

 1
 b

y D
r. C

h
a
rle

s B
a
xte

r, p
ro

fe
sso

r 
of surgery and director of the em

ergency room
, just 

a
fte

r P
re

sid
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y d

ie
d
. S

ile
n
ce

 ca
n
n
o
t b

e
 

taken to m
ean tacit approval. 

F
in

a
lly, o

n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 1

7
, 1

9
9
0
, w

h
ile

 sittin
g
 a

t 
m

y d
e

sk a
t P

e
te

r S
m

ith
 H

o
sp

ita
l, a

fte
r re

vie
w

in
g

 
the m

ounting evidence and m
y recurring m

em
ories 

o
n
e
 la

st tim
e
, I d

e
cid

e
d
 to

 te
ll m

y sto
ry. I re

a
lize

d
 

that the com
pulsion to chronicle m

y account of that 
fa

te
fu

l w
e
e
ke

n
d
 a

t P
a
rkla

n
d
 H

o
sp

ita
l in

 1
9
6
3
 h

a
d
 

b
e

g
u

n
 to

 g
ro

w
 w

ith
in

 m
e

 a
lm

o
st im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly a

fte
r 

th
e

 a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

. I kn
e

w
 I h

a
d

 to
 sp

e
a

k o
u

t, if fo
r 

n
o
 o

th
e
r re

a
so

n
, b

e
ca

u
se

 th
e
 d

e
m

o
cra

tic p
ro

ce
ss 

cre
a
te

d
 b

y th
e
 g

re
a
te

st co
n
stitu

tio
n
a
l d

o
cu

m
e
n
t 

e
ve

r w
ritte

n
 w

a
s b

e
in

g
 ca

llo
u

sly a
n

d
 m

a
licio

u
sly 

circu
m

ve
n

te
d

 b
y a

 h
a

n
d

fu
l o

f co
w

a
rd

s. M
y sile

n
ce

 
h
a
s p

ro
te

cte
d
 th

e
m

. T
h
e
 ch

o
ice

 o
f th

e
 A

m
e
rica

n
 

p
e

o
p

le
 w

a
s ca

st a
sid

e
 w

ith
 o

n
e

 sq
u

e
e

ze
 o

f a
 trig

- 
ger. T

he w
ork of m

en like Jam
es M

adison, A
lexan-

der H
am

ilton, John Jay, B
enjam

in F
ranklin, and the 

sa
crifice

 o
f th

e
 m

illio
n

s w
h

o
 h

a
ve

 d
e

fe
n

d
e

d
 th

e
 

C
o

n
stitu

tio
n

, w
e

re
 re

n
d

e
re

d
 im

p
o

te
n

t b
y a

 fe
w

 
sorry crim

inals. 
E

fforts to suppress and distort the truth about the 
a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f g
o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t o

fficia
ls 

a
n

d
 a

g
e

n
ts, a

s w
e

ll a
s ce

rta
in

 re
p

re
se

n
ta

tive
s o

f 
the m

edia, have been w
ell docum

ented in previous 
w

o
rks o

n
 th

is su
b
je

ct. T
h
a
t th

e
se

 e
ffo

rts in
clu

d
e
d
 

threats, intim
idation, falsification and destruction of ii.„...ars 

e
vid

e
n

ce
, a

n
d

 e
ve

n
 d

e
a

th
, h

a
ve

 p
la

ye
d

 n
o

 sm
a

ll 
ro

le
 in

 m
y sile

n
ce

 o
f th

e
 p

a
st tw

e
n

ty-e
ig

h
t ye

a
rs. I 

a
m

 fifty-n
in

e
 ye

a
rs o

ld
. M

y m
e
d
ica

l ca
re

e
r is o

ve
r, 

a
n

d
 I n

o
 lo

n
g

e
r fe

a
r th

e
 "m

e
n

 in
 su

its" n
o

r th
e

 
criticism

 o
f m

y p
e
e
rs. U
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to state that w
hen K

ennedy's body w
as delivered 

to B
ethesda, he w

as taken from
 a gray shipping 

ca
ske

t, n
o
t sw

a
d
d
le

d
 in

 w
h
ite

 clo
th

, b
u
t in

ste
a
d
 

zipped in a body bag like the ones from
 V

ietnam
." 

"I'm
 a

w
a
re

 o
f th

a
t," I sa

id
. "In

 a
d
d
itio

n
, C

o
m

-

m
ander J. J. H

um
es and his cronies m

ade about 

utw
enty or so critical m

istakes in their postm
ortem

 
,,,,,A

i.:"exam
ination. N

one of them
 w

ere forensic patholo- 

W
I g

ists o
r e

xp
e
rie

n
ce

d
 in

 e
xa

m
in

in
g
 b

u
lle

t w
o
u
n
d
s. 

In m
y opinion, if E

arl R
ose, the pathologist at P

ark- 

land, had been allow
ed to perform

 the autopsy, and 

report the results to the W
arren C

om
m

ission, the 

outcom
e of that report w

ould have been consider-

ably different. A
nd the photographs of P

resident 

ennedy w
ould have reflected the true nature of 

his injuries. B
ut of course, that is exactly w

hy the 

'm
en in suits' (m

em
bers of the S

ecret S
ervice de- 

tail) took P
resident K

ennedy's body out of P
arkland 

at gunpoint. T
hey had their orders—

orders from
 a 

high official in our governm
ent w

ho w
as afraid of 

the truth." 
A

t that m
eeting, H

ansen, S
haw

, and I com
m

itted 

ourselves to w
riting a w

ork that w
ould im

part to the 

re
a
d
e
r b

o
th

 th
e
 e

m
o
tio

n
s o

f th
o
se

 d
a
ys a

n
d
 th

e
 

facts as w
e could best relate them

 through m
y ex-

p
e
rie

n
ce

s. A
s th

e
 w

o
rd

s q
u
ickly tu

rn
e
d
 to

 p
a
g
e
 

a
tte

r p
a
g
e
, ye

a
rs o

f fe
a
r tu

rn
e
d
 to

 a
n
g
e
r. I so

o
n
 

realized that this w
ork had becom

e a catharsis, re-

leasing a lifetim
e of frustration. It soon becam

e evi-

d
e
n
t to

 u
s th

a
t m

y sto
ry is a

n
o
th

e
r p

ie
ce

 to
 th

e
 

m
ysterious puzzle, and that w

e should w
rite this 

account in the context of the big picture. 

A
s a

 re
su

lt, w
e
 a

ske
d
 G

a
ry S

h
a
w

 to
 jo

in
 u

s in
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this endeavor by providing historical facts based 

upon his years of research. B
y w

eaving threads 

of m
y personal and m

edical observations of those 

in
cre

d
ib

le
 e

ve
n
ts in

to
 th

e
 e

ve
r-g

ro
w

in
g
 fa

b
ric o

f 

h
isto

rica
l tru

th
, w

e
 h

o
p
e
 th

a
t in

 so
m

e
 sm

a
ll w

a
y 

th
e
 ve

ile
d
 h

a
s b

e
co

m
e
 le

ss o
b
scu

re
d
, th

e
 p

e
r-

plexing has becom
e clearer, and the governm

ent's 

lone-gunm
an theory Is exposed as a preposterous 

lie. F
urther, it is our w

ish that m
y story, presented 

in this form
at, contributes to the ongoing effort to 

expose the W
arren R

eport as a feigned docum
ent. 

T
h
e
 co

ve
r-u

p
 o

f th
e
 tru

th
 o

f th
a
t n

ig
h
tm

a
re

 in
 

D
allas has insulted all thinking A

m
ericans. B

y re-

vealing details of the events that occurred, and the 

m
edical facts of the patients treated during those 

three days at P
arkland H

ospital in 1963, w
e hope 

to provide a new
 perspective on the assassination 

o
f P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y, a

n
d
 th

e
 tre

m
e
n
d
o
u
s, ye

t 

frightening, efforts to cover it up. 
F

rom
 the beginning, w

riting this book has been 

a labor of love and an exercise in pride for all three 

of us. I w
as am

azed at the vividness of the details 

of those days in 1963, w
hich I had repressed all 

these interim
 years, and the em

otions I had dedply 

b
u
rie

d
. I crie

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 so

rro
w

. I la
u
g
h
e
d
 a

t th
e
 

funny m
om

ents that had refused to ,  surrender to 

the insanity of it all. A
nd I cursed the m

en w
ho had 

killed the P
resident and the governm

ent that had 

covered it up. 
H

e
re

 is m
y a

cco
u
n
t o

f th
o
se

 in
cre

d
ib

le
 th

re
e
 

days at P
arkland. 
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It

c,t 

C
ity H

all—
D

allas 

T
he am

bulance arrives at the jail. O
sw

ald 
is throw

n onto a gurney and shoved into the 
back of the vehicle. B

ieberdorf accom
panies 

O
sw

ald
 to

 P
ark

lan
d
, g

iv
in

g
 h

eart m
assag

e 
the entire w

ay. 
Jack R

uby is taken upstairs at the city jail 
for interrogation. H

e reveals that it w
as his 

intention to shoot O
sw

ald three tim
es. 

P
arkland H

ospital—
D

allas 

JF
K

: C
O

N
S

P
IR

A
C

Y
 O

F
 S

ILE
N

C
E

 

recognized the long-terrn significance of that deci-
sio

n
. F

o
r ye

a
rs, Ja

ck P
rice

 h
a
s re

p
e
a
te

d
ly e

x-
p

re
sse

d
 to

 m
e

 h
is a

p
p

re
cia

tio
n

 th
a

t I h
a

d
 h

a
d

 th
e

 

p
re

se
n

ce
 o

f m
in

d
 to

 m
a

ke
 th

a
t d

istin
cttra

ve
le

d
 th

e
 

W
ord of O

sw
ald's im

pending arrival  
hospital halls faster than a staph infection. D

r, R
on-

a
ld

 Jo
n
e
s w

a
s ca

lle
d
 o

u
t o

f su
rg

e
ry. H

e
 ru

sh
e
d
 

d
o
w

n
 to

 n
 m

e
 a

n
d
 th

e
 re

s
t o

f o
u
r g

ro
u
p
 w

h
ile

 
w

e
 w

a
ite

d
 fo

r th
e

 a
m

b
u

la
n

ce
 to

 a
rrive

, D
r. P

e
rry 

rem
ained on the second floor to assem

ble a s urgi-
cal team

 w
hile the operating room

 w
as being read-

se
e
n
 th

e
 sh

o
o
tin

g
 o

n
 te

le
visio

n
, D

r. 
le

d
. H

a
vin

g
  

M
cC

le
lla

n
d

 ru
sh

e
d

 o
u

t o
f h

is H
ig

h
la

n
d

 P
a

rk h
o

m
e

 
a

n
d

 d
ro

ve
 to

 th
e

 h
o

sp
ita

l. A
n

d
 w

h
e

n
 D

r. h
is i ces 

h
e

a
rd

h
e

a
rd

 th
e

 n
e

w
s o

n
 h

is ra
d

io
, h

e
 tu

rn
e

d
  

around and headed back tow
ard P

arkland. 

W
e
 w

e
re

 sta
n
d
in

g
 in

 th
e
 h

a
llw

a
y, ju

st o
u
tsid

e
 

T
ra

u
m

a
 R

o
o

m
 1

 w
h

e
n

 Ja
ck P

rice
 to

ld
 u

s th
a

t L
e

e
 

H
a

rve
y O

sw
a

ld
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 sh
o

t a
n

d
 w

a
s e

n
 ro

u
te

 
to P

arkland. I sim
ply could not believe that w

e w
ere 

a
b
o
u
t to

 tre
a
t th

e
 a

lle
g
e
d
 a

ssa
ssin

 o
f P

re
sid

e
n
t 

K
ennedy. 
I n

o
tic

e
d

 th
a

t s
e

v
e

ra
l n

u
rs

e
s
 w

e
re

 re
a

d
y
in

g
 

T
ra

u
m

a
 R

o
o
m

 1
. In

 p
e
rh

a
p
s th

e
 m

o
st p

e
rce

p
tive

 
m

o
m

e
n
t o

f m
y life

, I tu
rn

e
d
 to

 a
 n

u
rse

 a
n
d
 e

x-
cla

im
e
d
, "in

 d
e
fe

re
n
ce

 to
 P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y, w

e
 

w
ill n

o
t tre

a
t th

is p
a
tie

n
t in

 T
ra

u
m

a
 R

o
o
m

 1
. W

h
e
n
 

O
sw

a
ld

 a
rrive

s, p
u
t h

im
 in

 T
ra

u
m

a
 R

o
o
m

 2
." A

t 
that tim

e w
e all assum

ed that O
sw

ald w
as the killer 

o
f o

u
r P

re
sid

e
n

t. 
P

rice
's fa

ce
 lit u

p
 In

 a
g

re
e

m
e

n
t. Im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly, h

e
 

IS
O

 

11:30 A
.M

. 

D
allas 

D
allas P

olice L
ieutenant B

illy G
rarruner is 

at hom
e asleep after his night-shift duty at 

police headquarters. H
e is suddenly aw

ak-
ened by his w

ife w
ho tells him

 that a m
an 

nam
ed Jack R

uby has just shot L
ee H

arvey 
O

sw
ald w

hile in the basem
ent of the poto lice 

station. O
nly now

 does a face appear 	
go 

w
ith that fam

iliar voice w
ho called earlier, 
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w
h
ile h

e w
as o

n
 d

u
ty

, to
 w

arn
 o

f O
sw

ald
's 

im
p
en

d
in

g
 d

eath
. H

e also
 recalled

 h
av

in
g
 

u
n
ex

p
ected

ly
 m

et, an
d
 talk

ed
 w

ith
 R

u
b
y
 in

 

a restau
ran

t n
ear th

e statio
n
 o

n
ly

 a w
eek

 b
e-

fo
re. T

h
is reco

llectio
n
 serv

ed
 to

 cem
en

t h
is 

id
en

tificatio
n
 o

f th
e v

o
ice o

n
 th

e p
h
o
n
e as 

being that of R
uby. 

11:32 A
.M

. 

P
arkland H

ospital—
D

allas 

L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 is w

h
eeled

 in
to

 th
e 

em
ergency room

 at P
arkland H

ospital. 

A
s O

sw
ald w

as rolled into T
raum

a R
o
o
m

 2
, h

e
 

w
a
s d

e
a
th

ly p
a
le

. I o
b
se

rve
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 d

ila
te

d
 

pupils, w
as unconscious and unresponsive, had no 

palpable pulse, but did have a heartbeat. T
he bullet 

h
a
d
 e

n
te

re
d
 h

is le
ft th

o
ra

x, tra
ve

le
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 h

is 

b
o
d
y, a

n
d
 co

u
ld

 b
e
 fe

lt ju
st u

n
d
e
r th

e
 skin

 o
n
 h

is 

rig
h
t sid

e
. F

ro
m

 h
is b

lo
a
te

d
 a

b
d
o
m

e
n
, it w

a
s e

vi-

d
e
n
t th

a
t h

is in
ju

ry w
a
s ca

u
sin

g
 h

im
 to

 co
n
tin

u
e
 to

 

lo
se

 b
lo

o
d
 in

te
rn

a
lly. 

W
e
 q

u
ickly cu

t a
w

a
y O

sw
a
ld

's clo
th

in
g
, u

n
d
e
r-

w
e
a
r a

n
d
 a

ll. T
h
e
n
, w

h
ile

 D
r. Je

n
kin

s in
se

rte
d
 th

e
 

endotracheal tube, D
rs. C

oln, G
ustafson, and I per-

fo
rm

e
d
 th

re
e
 ve

n
o
u
s cu

td
o
w

n
s, o

n
e
 o

n
 e

a
ch

 le
g
 

a
n
d
 o

n
e
 o

n
 th

e
 le

ft fo
re

a
rm

. I d
id

 th
e
 o

n
e
 o

n
 th

e
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right ankle. W
ithout delay, w

e initiated R
inger's lac-

ta
te

, th
e
n
 g

o
t "0

" n
e
g
a
tive

 b
lo

o
d
 flo

w
in

g
 in

to
 tw

o
 

cu
td

o
w

n
s. In

 vio
la

tio
n
 o

f h
o
sp

ita
l p

o
licy, b

u
t a

s a
 

m
easure he believed he had to take if O

sw
ald w

as 

to have a chance of surviving, D
r. "R

ed" D
uke had 

sp
rin

te
d
 to

 th
e
 b

lo
o
d
 b

a
n
k a

n
d
 co

lle
cte

d
 a

n
 a

rm
fu

l 

o
f "0

" n
e
g
a
tive

 b
lo

o
d
, a

n
d
 re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 th
e
 e

m
e
r-

g
e
n
cy ro

o
m

 w
ith

o
u
t d

o
cu

m
e
n
tin

g
 th

e
 w

ith
d
ra

w
a
l, 

"0
" n

e
g
a
tive

 b
lo

o
d
 is a

 u
n
ive

rsa
l typ

e
, a

n
d
 ca

n
 b

e
 

g
ive

n
 to

 a
n
yo

n
e
. I b

e
lie

ve
 th

a
t d

e
m

o
n
stra

te
d
 th

e
 

e
ffo

rt w
e
 a

ll m
a
d
e
 to

 sa
ve

 th
e
 m

a
n
. 

S
im

ultaneously, Jones inserted a chest tube and 

co
n
n
e
cte

d
 it to

 a
 clo

se
d
 w

a
te

rse
a
l d

ra
in

a
g
e
 b

o
ttle

 

to
 p

re
ve

n
t O

sw
a
ld

's le
ft lu

n
g
 fro

m
 co

lla
p
sin

g
. A

 

blood sam
ple w

as sent to the blood bank for im
m

e-

d
ia

te
 typ

in
g
, th

e
 fro

n
t o

f th
e
 g

u
rn

e
y w

a
s lo

w
e
re

d
 

to
 h

e
lp

 g
e
t b

lo
o
d
 to

 h
is h

e
a
rt and 

b
ra

in
, a

n
d
 D

r. 

R
isk ca

th
e
te

rize
d
 h

im
. in

 re
co

rd
 tim

e
, o

n
ly se

ve
n
 

and one-half m
inutes, w

e had com
pleted the resus-

cita
tio

n
 p

ro
ce

d
u
re

 a
n
d
 h

a
d
 h

im
 o

n
 h

is w
a
y to

 su
r-

g
e
ry. W

e
 a

ll se
n
se

d
 th

e
 sig

n
ifica

n
ce

 o
f sa

vin
g
 

O
sw

ald. 
G

e
ttin

g
 h

im
 u

p
 to

 su
rg

e
ry w

a
s like

 a
 fire

 d
rill. A

t 

le
a
st a

 d
o
ze

n
 o

f u
s, e

n
ta

n
g
le

d
 in

 tu
b
e
s a

n
d
 e

q
u
ip

-

m
e
n
t, p

u
sh

e
d
 th

e
 g

u
rn

e
y, p

lu
s IV

 sta
n
d
s a

n
d
 a

n
 

a
n
e
sth

e
sia

 m
a
ch

in
e
 d

o
w

n
 th

e
 h

a
ll a

n
d
 sq

u
e
e
ze

d
 

In
to

 a
 sm

a
ll e

le
va

to
r. O

n
 o

u
r w

a
y u

p
 to

 su
rg

e
ry, 

w
e suddenly stopped on the first floor. A

s the doors 

O
pened, tw

o of O
sw

ald's friends, w
ho w

ere on their 

w
a
y to

 th
e
 e

m
e
rg

e
n
cy ro

o
m

, ca
m

e
 in

to
 fu

ll vie
w

. 

T
h
e
y n

e
ve

r kn
e
w

 It w
a
s L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y lyin
g
 o

n
 th

a
t 

cart, because all they saw
 w

as a m
ass of hum

anity 

and equipm
ent. pi t, 110.tii w

? G
o A,0  
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O
n
ce

 o
n
 th

e
 se

co
n
d
 flo

o
r, w

e
 ru

sh
e
d
 O

sw
 

in
to

 th
e
 o

p
e
ra

tin
g
 ro

o
m

. D
rs. M

cC
le

lla
n
d
 

a 
S

hires had not yet arrived, but did so just m
inut 

after the operation began. A
s w

e prepared to o 
O

sw
ald's abdom

en, D
r. D

uke arrived w
ith a past 

board box full of type-correct blood units (A
-1 

negative), w
hich w

ere adm
inistered under pressure 

through the three cutdow
ns. 

I w
ill never forget "R

ed" D
uke continuously dr 

cling the operating table, carrying that box of blood. 
A

ro
u
n
d
 a

n
d
 a

ro
u
n
d
 h

e
 w

e
n
t, IV

 p
o
le

 to
 IV

 p
o
le

 
replacing em

pty bottles w
ith full ones, w

hile tube,  
bulbs w

ere being squeezed to increase the volum
e 

of fluids going into O
sw

ald's circulatory system
. If 

w
e hadn't had large am

ounts of blood entering him
 - 

th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e
 cu

td
o
w

n
 ve

in
s b

e
fo

re
 h

is a
b
d
o
m

e
n
 

w
as exposed, his rem

aining blood volum
e w

ould 
have quickly em

ptied w
hen the incision w

as m
ade, 

and he w
ould have bled to death in only seconds. 

A
t 11:44 A

.M
., tw

elve m
inutes after O

sw
ald had 

been adm
itted to P

arkland, D
r. P

erry m
ade a m

id-
line abdom

inal incision that began just below
 the 

sternum
 and extended alm

ost to his pubis. W
hen -

the peritoneum
 (an envelope-like lining in the abdo- 

m
en) 

 
 w

a
s cu

t, th
re

e
 lite

rs o
f liq

u
id

 a
n
d
 clo

tte
d
 

blood, three-fourths of O
sw

ald's volum
e (alm

ost 
one gallon) gushed from

 his abdom
en like w

ater 
from

 a bursting balloon. It w
ent everyw

here—
on 

the sheets, on the floor, on us. W
hen the pressure 

in the abdom
en w

as released, the rem
aining blood 

in O
sw

ald's body began rushing into his abdom
en 

through num
erous portals. 

A
s I h

e
ld

 a
 re

tra
cto

r w
ith

 o
n

e
 h

a
n

d
, a

n
d

 su
cti- 

184 

o
n

e
d

 b
lo

o
d

 fro
m

 th
e

 a
b

d
o

m
in

a
l ca

vity w
ith

 th
e

 
other hand, D

r. S
hires assessed the internal inju-

ries. In a split second, a piece of lead sm
aller than 

a thim
ble had done no less harm

 to O
sw

ald's abdo-
m

en than w
ould several blow

s w
ith an ax. T

he bul-
let had lacerated the aorta and vena cava (w

hich 
Is the large vein running from

 the abdom
en to the 

heart), shattered the spleen, and slashed through 
the stom

ach, pancreas, kidney, liver, and finally 
lodged in the right lateral body w

all. It did about as 
m

uch dam
age to the vital organs as one shot can do. 

B
lood w

as running and squirting into the abdo-
m

en through each of the w
ounds, especially the 

sp
le

e
n
, a

o
rta

, a
n
d
 th

e
 ve

n
a
 ca

va
. D

rs. S
h
ire

s, 
M

cC
le

lla
n
d
, P

e
rry, a

n
d
 Jo

n
e
s w

e
re

 a
tta

ch
in

g
 

clam
ps and applying finger pressure to the arter-

ies, veins, and organs to stop the bleeding before 
they could begin repairing the dam

age. T
he scene 

that day w
as equivalent to preventing a boat from

 
sinking w

hen it's taking on w
ater, w

ith part of the 
crew

 bailing and the others plugging holes. 
A

fter the m
ajor bleeding had been brought under 

control, I looked up and took a deep breath. W
hen 

I did, I spotted a large m
an across the room

 w
hom

 
I didn't recognize. H

e resem
bled O

liver H
ardy in a 

scrub suit w
ith no m

ask. M
ost alarm

ing, there w
as 

a
 p

isto
l h

a
n
g
in

g
 fro

m
 h

is b
a
ck p

o
cke

t; if It h
a
d
 

fa
lle

n
 to

 th
e

 flo
o

r, it co
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 d
isch

a
rg

e
d

 a
n

d
 

killed som
eone. I never knew

 how
 he got Into the 

operating room
 or w

ho gave him
 the scrub suit. 

Just tw
o days earlier, a S

ecret S
ervice agent had 

rushed through the em
ergency room

, w
aving a gun 

a
s th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s la
y th

e
re

, 
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I m
otioned for one of the other resident surgeons 

to
 re

lie
ve

 m
e
. I scru

b
b
e
d
 o

u
t a

n
d
 g

o
t th

e
 p

ro
p
e
r 

a
ttire

 fo
r th

e
 g

u
y. I w

a
n

te
d

 to
 th

ro
w

 h
is a

ss o
u

t of, 
 operating room

, but I w
as afraid he w

ould shoot:. 
m

e, W
ithout saying anything, I handed him

 the cap 
a
n
d
 m

a
sk. H

e
 p

u
t it o

n
 w

ith
o
u
t co

m
m

e
n
t. A

s I w
a
s 

turning around, a nurse tapped m
e on the shoulder 

a
n
d
 a

ske
d
 if I w

o
u
ld

 ta
ke

 a
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 ca

ll in
 th

e
 

su
p
e
rviso

r's o
ffice

. S
h
e
 h

a
d
 ch

o
se

n
 m

e
 to

 ta
ke

 
the call because I w

as the head of S
urgical "B

," the 
te

a
m

 th
a
t b

e
g
a
n
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

tio
n
. I a

g
re

e
d
 to

 a
n
sw

e
r • 

the call and left the operating room
. W

hen I entered 
th

e
 o

ffice
, th

e
 re

ce
ive

r w
a
s lyin

g
 o

n
 th

e
 d

e
sk. 

"T
h
is is D

r. C
re

n
sh

a
w

, m
a
y I h

e
lp

 yo
u
?
" 

"T
his is P

resident Lyndon B
. Johnson," the voice 

th
u

n
d

e
re

d
. "D

r. C
re

n
sh

a
w

, h
o

w
 is th

e
 a

ccu
se

d
 

assassin?" 
I co

u
ld

n
't b

e
lie

ve
 w

h
a

t I w
a

s h
e

a
rin

g
. T

h
e

 ve
ry 

first th
o
u

g
h
t th

a
t I h

a
d
 w

a
s, h

o
w

 d
id

 h
e
 kn

o
w

 w
h
e
n
 

to
 ca

ll?
 

"M
r. P

re
sid

e
n

t, h
e

's h
o

ld
in

g
 h

is o
w

n
 a

t th
e

 m
o

-
m

e
n
t," I re

p
o
rte

d
. 

"W
o
u
ld

 yo
u
 m

in
d
 ta

kin
g
 a

 m
e
ssa

g
e
 to

 th
e
 o

p
-

e
ra

tin
g

 s
u

rg
e

o
n

?
" h

e
 a

s
k
e

d
 in

 a
 m

a
n

n
e

r th
a

t 
sounded m

ore like an order, 
"D

r. S
h

ire
s is ve

ry b
u

sy rig
h

t n
o

w
, b

u
t I w

ill co
n

-
ve

y yo
u

r m
e

ssa
g

e
." 

JFK
: C

O
N

SPIR
A

C
Y

 O
F

 SIL
E

N
C

E
 

"D
r. C

re
n

sh
a

w
, I w

a
n

t a
 d

e
a

th
b

e
d

 co
n

fe
ssio

n
 

fro
m

 th
e
 a

ccu
se

d
 a

ssa
ssin

. T
h
e
re

's a
 m

a
n
 in

 th
e
 

o
p
e
ra

tin
g
 ro

o
m

 w
h
o
 w

ill ta
ke

 th
e
 sta

te
m

e
n
t. I sa

id
 

w
ill 

''e
xp

e
ct fu

ll co
o
p
e
ra

tio
n
 in

 th
is m

a
tte

r," h
e
  

"Y
e
s, sir," I re

p
lie

d
 a

n
d
 h

u
n
g
 u

p
 th

e
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
. 

firm
ly. 

1 alm
ost laughed in the P

resident's ear. If he could 
;:ihave seen the m

ess in the operating room
 and the 

C
o
n
d
itio

n
 o

f o
u
r p

a
tie

n
t, h

e
 w

o
u
ld

n
't h

a
ve

 a
ske

d
. 

A
s I sto

o
d
 th

e
re

 in
 a

 sta
te

 o
f d

isb
e
lie

f, m
y m

in
d
 

w
a

s ra
cin

g
. F

irst, "d
e

a
th

b
e

d
 co

n
fe

ssio
n

" im
p

lie
s 

that som
eone is going to die. If O

sw
ald doesn't die 

o
n
 th

e
 ta

b
le

, is "O
live

r H
a
rd

y" o
r so

m
e
o
n
e
 e

lse
 

going to kill him
? 

S
econd, anyone w

ho know
s anything about race 

T
exas 

p
o

iitics is fa
m

ilia
r w

ith
 th

e
 1

9
4
8
 U

.S
. S

enate  

w
hen Johnson defeated C

oke S
tevenson, and the 

e
le

ctio
n

 im
p

ro
p

rie
tie

s th
a

t w
e

re
 d

o
cu

m
e

n
te

d
 in

 
S

o
u

th
 T

e
xa

s. it o
ccu

rre
d

 to
 m

e
 th

a
t if a

 d
e

a
d

 w
e

re
 

could vo
te

 in
 D

u
va

ll C
o

u
n

ty th
e

n
, a

n
d

 th
e

y w
e

re
 

docum
ented as having done so there  agars in

 t I n
 d

e
a
d
 

n 1960 

d
u

rin
g

 th
e

 P
re

sid
e

n
tia

l e
le

ctio
n

, w
h

y 	
'  

m
a

n
 co

n
fe

ss to
 a

 m
u

rd
e

r in
 D

a
lla

s C
o

u
n

ty?
 

A
n

d
 fin

a
lly

, w
h

y
 w

o
u

ld
 th

e
 P

re
s
id

e
n

t o
f th

e
 

U
nited S

tates personally call the operating room
 at 

P
a
rkla

n
d
 H

o
sp

ita
l a

n
d
 a

sk fo
r a

 d
e
a
th

b
e
d
 co

n
fe

s-
sion? T

hat question still puzzles m
e. W

hy w
oukin't 

so
m

e
o
n
e
 w

ith
 th

e
 D

a
lla

s p
o
lice

 o
r th

e
 F

B
I m

a
ke

 
th

a
t re

q
u

e
st?

 T
h

e
n

, m
o

re
 q

u
e

stio
n

s fo
llo

w
e

d
, in

-
quiries  that had frightening, inconceivable answ

ers. 

1 ru
sh

e
d
 b

a
d
( in

to
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

tin
g
 ro

o
m

 a
n
d
 a

p
-

proached D
r. S

hires. T
here w

as blood everryw
here, 

a
n

d
 five

 se
ts o

f h
a

n
d

s w
e

re
 w

o
rkin

g
 in

 O
sw

a
ld

's: 

belly. 

d
yin

g
. In

cre
d

ib
ly, th

e
 m

a
n

 w
h

o
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
ccu

se
d

' 
o

f sh
o

o
tin

g
 P

re
sid

e
n

t K
e

n
n

e
d

y w
a

s n
o

w
 lyin

g
 b

e
 

fo
re

 m
e
, fig

h
tin

g
 fo

r h
is life

, w
h
ile

 a
n
o
th

e
r p

is4
 

p
a

ckin
g

 in
tru

d
e

r lo
o

ke
d

 o
n

. I d
id

n
't kn

o
w

 w
h

a
tio

 
th

in
k, e

xce
p

t th
a

t w
e

 h
a

d
 to

 g
e

t a
 ca

p
 a

n
d

 m
a

sk 
o
n
 th

e
 so

n
 o

f a
 b

itch
 b

e
fo

re
 h

e
 co

n
ta

m
in

a
te

d
 ttle

i 
entire room

 w
ith bacteria. 

 
4:` 

187 
286 



C
harles A

. C
renshaw

, M
.D

. 

"Y
o

u
 w

o
n

't b
e

lie
ve

 w
h

o
 I ju

st ta
lke

d
 to

,", I 
to

 D
r. S

h
ire

s. 

H
e looked at m

e w
ith a "w

hat's next" expression. 
"P

resident Johnson w
ould like for us to allow

 
m

a
n
 o

v
e
r th

e
re

 to
 g

e
t a

 s
ta

te
m

e
n
t fro

n
t 

p
a
tie

n
t." 

S
hires glanced at "O

liver H
ardy," shook his head 

in disbelief, and returned his attention to the opera-
tion. i w

ish that I could have taken a picture of him
 

a
s h

e
 sto

o
d

 th
e

re
, co

ve
re

d
 in

 b
lo

o
d

. it w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 

been w
orth an entire library of w

ords in expressing 
o

u
r e

ffo
rts to

 sa
ve

 O
sw

a
ld

. 

U
n

d
e

r th
e

 b
e

st circu
m

sta
n

ce
s, it w

o
u

ld
 h

a
ve

 
b

e
e

n
 d

a
ys b

e
fo

re
 O

sw
a

ld
 co

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 sp

o
ke

n
 lu

-
cid

ly to
 a

n
yo

n
e
. It w

a
s iro

n
ic. W

e
 h

a
d
 a

 p
a
tie

n
t o

n
 

th
e
 ta

b
le

 u
n
d
e
r o

xyg
e
n
 a

n
e
sth

e
sia

, b
le

e
d
in

g
 to

 
d
e
a
th

 fro
m

 a
 b

u
lle

t th
a
t h

a
d
 p

e
n
e
tra

te
d
 a

lm
o
st 

e
ve

ry o
rg

a
n
 in

 h
is b

o
d
y, a

n
d
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t o

f th
e
 

U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s w

a
n

te
d

 th
e

 in
tru

d
e

r w
ith

 th
e

 g
u

n
,to

 
co

n
d

u
ct a

n
 in

te
rvie

w
. T

h
e

 fa
ct th

a
t a

 stra
n

g
e

r w
a

s 
in

 th
e
 o

p
e
ra

tin
g
 ro

o
m

 d
u
rin

g
 su

rg
e
ry, so

m
e
th

in
g
 

th
a
t w

o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 n
e
ve

r b
e
e
n
 to

le
ra

te
d
, b

e
st illu

s-
trates the hospital's state of confusion at that tim

e. 
O

n
ly m

o
m

e
n

ts la
te

r, a
t 1

2
:3

7
 
P

.M
., alm

ost one 
h

o
u

r in
to

 th
e

 o
p

e
ra

tio
n

, O
sw

a
ld

's h
e

a
rt b

e
g

a
n

 to
 

fa
il. D

r, A
kin

's a
n
e
sth

e
sio

lo
g
y re

sid
e
n
t re

p
o
rte

d
 to

 
the operating team

 that O
sw

ald's cardiac condition 
w

a
s w

e
a
ke

n
in

g
, a

n
d
 th

a
t h

is p
u
lse

 ra
te

 w
a
s slo

w
- 

in
g

. E
le

ctrica
l im

p
u

lse
s o

n
 th

e
 ca

rd
io

sco
p

e
 co

n
-

firm
ed 

 
 th

e
 su

d
d
e
n
 d

e
ve

lo
p
m

e
n
t. D

r. S
h
ire

s p
la

ce
d
 

his hand under O
sw

ald's diaphragm
 to detect heart 

a
ctivity. A

s e
ve

ryo
n
e
 lo

o
ke

d
 o

n
 in

 sile
n
ce

, D
r. 

S
h

ire
s sh

o
o

k h
is h

e
a

d
 a

n
d

 to
ld

 D
r. P

e
rry th

a
t O

s- 
w

e
ld

's rh
yth

m
ic ca

rd
ia

c a
ctivity h

a
d
 sto

p
p
e
d
. 

W
IC

 C
O

N
SP

IR
A

C
Y
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E

N
C
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I w
a

lke
d

 o
ve

r to
 o

u
r visito

r w
ith

 th
e

 g
u

n
 a

n
d

 re
-

m
arked, "T

here w
on't be any deathbed confession 

today." Like C
lint H

ill, "O
liver H

ardy" disappeared. 
a

n
d

 I n
e

ve
r sa

w
 h

im
 a

g
a

in
. D

r. P
e

rry g
ra

b
b

e
d

 a
 

scalpel and cut open O
sw

ald's chest by m
aking an 

incision betw
een his ribs, exposing the heart. T

w
o 

in
je

ctio
n

s w
e

re
 im

m
e

d
ia

te
ly a

d
m

in
iste

re
d

 d
ire

ctly 
in

to
 th

e
 h

e
a
rt, a

s a
d
d
itio

n
a
l d

ru
g
s w

e
re

 a
d
d
e
d
 to

 
' th

e
 IV

's. T
o

 o
ve

rco
m

e
 th

e
 a

d
ve

rse
 e

ffe
cts o

f th
e

 
acid of anaerobic m

etabolism
 that had invaded the 

blood from
 hem

orrhagic shock, w
e w

ere perfusing 
O

sw
a
ld

's syste
m

 w
ith

 m
e
d
ica

tio
n
. O

n
ly m

o
m

e
n
ts 

la
te

r, h
e

 w
e

n
t in

to
 ve

n
tricu

la
r fib

rilla
tio

n
. H

is h
e

a
rt 

w
a
s q

u
ive

rin
g

 like
 Je

ll-O
. 

W
h

ile
 w

a
itin

g
 fo

r th
e

 vo
lta

g
e

 to
 b

u
ild

 o
n

 th
e

 
d

e
fib

rilla
tio

n
 m

a
ch

in
e

, D
r. P

e
rry b

e
g

a
n

 m
a

n
u

a
l 

ca
rd

ia
c m

a
ssa

g
e

. T
o

 n
o

 e
ffe

ct, D
r. M

cC
le

lla
n

d
 

p
re

sse
d

 th
e

 p
a

d
d

le
s to

 O
sw

a
ld

's tre
m

b
lin

g
 o

rg
a

n
 

a
n
d
 a

d
m

in
iste

re
d
 a

 jo
lt o

f e
le

ctric cu
rre

n
t. A

g
a
in

, 
h
e
 e

m
b
ra

ce
d
 th

e
 h

e
a
rt w

ith
 th

e
 co

n
d
u
cto

rs a
n
d
 

a
p
p
lie

d
 a

 sh
o
ck, th

is tim
e
 stro

n
g
e
r th

a
n
 th

e
 p

re
vi- 

ous one. T
he m

uscle jum
ped, but it w

as to no avail. 
In

 sp
ite

 o
f e

sca
la

tin
g

 th
e

 vo
lta

g
e

 e
a

ch
 tim

e
, D

r. 
M

cC
le

lla
n
d
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t re

sta
rt th

e
 h

e
a
rtb

e
a
t. D

r. 
P

erry again adm
inistered m

anual cardiac m
assage, 

b
u
t O

sw
a
ld

's co
lo

r h
a
d
 tu

rn
e
d
 b

lu
e
 b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

e
 

la
ck o

f o
xyg

e
n
. D

r. S
h
ire

s e
xa

m
in

e
d
 h

is e
ye

s. H
is 

lenses w
ere opaque. tt w

as 1:07 P
.M

., and Lee H
ar- 

ve
y O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s d

e
a
d
. 

F
o
r se

ve
ra

l m
o
m

e
n
ts w

e
 sto

o
d
 th

e
re

 In
 sile

n
ce

, 
g
a
zin

g
 a

t a
 d

e
a
d
 m

a
n
 w

h
o
 h

a
d
 p

o
ssib

ly ta
ke

n
 th

e
 

se
cre

ts a
n

d
 e

vid
e

n
ce

 o
f K

e
n

n
e

d
y's a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

to
 th

e
 g

ra
ve

. O
u
tsid

e
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y, th

is 

188 	
189 



JF
K

: C
O

N
SP

IR
A

C
Y

 O
F

 SIL
E

N
C

E
 

"Y
o

u
 w

o
n

't b
e

lie
ve

 w
h

o
 I ju

st ta
lke

d
 to

," 1
 sa

id
 

to D
r. S

hires. 
H

e looked at m
e w

ith a "w
hat's n

e
xt" expression.' 
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 s
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n
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u
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 a picture of him
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ords in
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 b
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 d
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 p
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b
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 p
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h
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p
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the operating team
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