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Decision to name agent ..
was publisher’s dilemma
Boglccontalns note 1477, kg g
exf)lainlng pI'OCCSS agent was not negligent, but in fact

acted courageously. -
toean “In looking at what was sald in
By Tim Warren the manuseript, and what Donahue
Book Editor; has sald In conversation, I was

. struck by how much Donahue &x-
As.chairman and chief executlve * pressed sympathy for {the agent),” '
officer of SI. Martin's Press, Thomas  Mr. McCarmack sald, “He even made
McCqrmack was well aware of the statements about what a brave man -
ramlifications of naming the Secret  he was, that he pleked up the gun to
Service agent who Howard Donahue  get the bad guys, and the gun accl-
says-accidentally shot the third bul-  dentally went off.”
let at John F. Kennedy on Nov, 22, Thus, he went on, since “Mortal
. ) Error” does not say the former agent
So.when, after several months of  acted out of negligence or malice, the,
-esearching Mr. Donahue's thesls, assertlon that he accidentally fired a
Mr. McCormack was considering shot that hit Kennedy Is not libelous.

publishing “Mortal Error.” he draft Buy J. Hamilton Brown. executive
a letter in-November to the agent. director o e

*| figured the allegation was very Secrel Service Assoclation, based n
dleruungrt: the man,” Mr. McCor-  Aléxandria, Va., sald the former
mack told The Sun. "Basically, I said  agent talked to him about seeking
[in the-lelter] that If he could have legal action against Mr, Donahue

talked ug-out of it, we wouldn't have  when “Mortal rror* author Benar e

published the book. But we never Menninger was trylng to Interview
heard:back from him. him for the book last spring.

“Far that matter, If anybody else “The man’s extremely upset. and
could come up with material that would you blame him? How would
would have invalldated the theory. it yol like to be known as the persan
wouldri‘'t: have been published. | who was accused of shooting the
waited untll the end of Décember be-  president of the United States when
fore giving the go-ahead.” . you know In your heart that it tsn't

He said that between elght to 10 true?* Mr. Brown sald angrily. °1
people at St. Martin's worked on the think [the former agent] thinks It's
manuseript for several months, and  bull—, and sc do " i

. read "thousands of pages” of material Mr. Brown says he has not talked

related: td the assassination, includ.  recently to the former agent, who he
ing other books on the killing and  says left the Secret- Service In the
the repart of the Warren Commis-  early 1970s. Citing conlidentlality,
slon. At ihe end of *Mortal Error,”  he would not Lﬁlve out any other in-
Mr. Mt€ormack adds an unusual formation-on Lhe former agent.
"note fipm the publisher” that detalls But referring to a conversation he
the edifing process “to convey the  had last spring with Mr. Menninger,
kind of-decision that we went Mr. Brown sald, “When I was talking
lhrléﬁ:;'.'; to this twerp, 1 told him that (the
et in secrecy — the book was  former a%entl-wns very much pre-
not meritioned in St. Martin's winter  pared [0 bring sull nst him and
or spring-ca s — “Mortal Error was.In the process of finding an at-
s schedtiled o be n bookstores na-  tomey — and that we would bé talk-
tonwide Wednesday, jolning an al-  Ing aboul damages In substantial
ready ~crowded fleld of Kennedy- numbers.” , %
assassination books (there are five, . "If the former agent does sue, Mr. L
either [y hard cover or paperback.on  Brown sald, members of his organi-
the New, York Tlmes' most recent zation and other former agents who
best-seller list, including “High Trea-  were in the motorcade with Kenned
son,” corwritten by Harrison Living-  In Dallas would testify on his behalf.
stone of-Baltimore). —— “There are a number of people who
~Martin's spokesman John J.  areallve and well who were standing
Murphg* said advance ‘orders for next to [the former agent].”
*Mortal’ Error” exceed 100,000. He As for why the former agent has
sald the book already -has gone not responded to Inquirfes by St
through- three pﬂhUnp[a: Mr. McCor- Martin's. ar Mr., Menninger. Mr.
mack -sald the first printing Is  Brown said, "Why should e — why

for a first-time author with no na- totally Incorrect? What you would be 3
tional baime recognition.. " doing I8 giving credence to a ridicu-
Mr.-McCormack said the decislon  lous allegation.” i '\h{;}f\

}
125,000, an unusually high number  make a response to a theory that Is - M\W\

-

to name the Secret Service agent Mr. McCormack said the former
(which was not done In the two-part agent's name will not be used in any
series published In The Sun in May  promotian of *Mortal Error.
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‘{-likely forja 6,5mm shell”."

| ‘nesses that.the sound of the shots

| Connially that the third shot was the

" Depositéry (n clean, fireable condl-

: g'auun. |j R
Mr. Donahue malntalns that.}

. instantly prove or disprove his the-

- on the 223 bullet s only 1/21,000 of

PLod

sy

O The odor of gunpowder a8
ported By several sireet-level wit-
‘{lbmediately after;the shoot-.
Ing; a highlyunlikely consequence to-

“aifle flred five floors up- and 88.1
+£ [O'Tedtimony placing the AR-15

‘rifle in the agent's hand in the tm-
‘mediate tmme frame of the third shot..
=" 'L Teftimony from 'several wit-,
came from thé cars. *

- CiTeStimony: from".'c-&v.' John

loudest.|

.- Dinitlal testimony — later .re-
_canted -+~ from witnesses within the
" Texas Book Depository that they on-'

ly heard Oswald fire two shots. | |

O Two. spent_shells recovered
from the fifth floor of the Texas Book.

tien, arid n.lumrglﬁ-‘s&ud-and
beat up, suggesting t It was a
. "practics” stell That Uswjd had used
{in’Tils chamber (o protect s g
,pin_when dry-firing, a common
-ghooter g trick. : T
+ O O0swald's own befuddlement
~and de claration that he was a "patsy”
“at the time of his arrest and Interro-

* there are two further tests that could.

sls, and he Is surprised that if they
have béen made, ho public acknowl-!

- edgmeril of them has ever been an-,
nouncefl, - i )
For goe thing, the composition of
the jacket’ of the .AR-15 bullet is
: ‘different than the composl--
tion of 4 6.5 Carcano bullet jacket. It'
is 90 pércent copper, @ percent zinc |
_cano’jdcket [contains only copper.:
Thus any examination of the recov-
ered ballistic copper bits that can be
shown fo contaln zinc can only have
come fiom a 223 bullet.” © 77"
" Addlttonally, the thicknesses of
the copper Jackets on the two bullets
are prafoundly different, The jacket

" an inch thick, whereas the Carcano
Jacket I5 1/32,000 of an Inch thick.
Undér microscoplc examindtion,
these differences would: be readily
vistble;'an examination of the copper

never been made efther. * - . )

says. "Il sounds so sinister. But.the
governinent was betweeri a rock and
a hard place. They did not want to
admit that Kennedy was shot in the

g‘“ widespread distrust of the govern-
A

&
d\V the evilence with a haystack.”
44

head by thelr own man. They tried to
cover I£ up with the Warren Commis-
sion. And the Warren Commission
was 5o inept that it led to much more

ment and its [nvestigating agencles.

Nobody. really -profited: from it The |

and 1 gercent impurities. The Car- |’

afits in the ballistic residue has |,

*I hiite the word ‘caver-up.‘,';.he .

R the. ot's-skull:
- "mcaatired af thé:autopsy androm:| -
il X-rays, which was 6mm, highly.un.

Warrefi Commission simply covered

i
|
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PHONE (301) 825-1776 SHOP FED|LIC. NO. 8-52-004-01-A-00712
PHONE (301) 825-1778 HOME ' STATE 380
: .
HOWARD C.H. DONAHUE
FIREARMS EXAMINER
P.O. BOX 6714
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204
October 30, 1985
Mr. Harold Weilsberg
Route 12
Frederick, MD.
21701
Dear Mr. Weisberg:
My wife Katie joins me in thanking you for amost enjoyable and
informative day.
I am returning your excellent photo of JFK'S shirt showing the

exlt point of the second (?) Carcano (?) bullet. I tiried to make

copies on a standard copy machine but they turned out poorly. I »
intended to send you a copy of the .,223 AR/15 bulletf (M-193) in
gelatine but they are so bad I am waiting for a clegr photograph.
There is an index of exhibits presented on Septemben 8, 1985 that
include certain tests in gelatine of the .223 militgry bullet., I

know that an accldental death was suspected by Robent Blakey. NONE
of this material concerning the suspect .223 was pulllished by the
HSCA. Appare% ly even the archivist in charge of this test

rasults werdlaware of it's existence, I appear to be the only one
who has asked for 1t.

There 1s other material you may have such as the FBI
report, This has not even been mentioned In ANY pub
know that one was made,

shooting team
decation yet T

I would like to say again that I am most interested lin any evidence
that would show I have reached the wrong conclusion. So far all my
research has indicated or suported my conclusion that my analysis
is correct. !

T,
Inclidentaly, those apples are delicious. & ate two o
way home. AND, send me any source materia;ﬂyou would

I will forward them to you.

them on the
like to have,

INDEX NUMBERD

-

Best regards,

Aot Kluwae/.

Katie and Howard.
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