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W
illiam

 C
orson: K

eeping H
is E

yes on Spies 
a

new
 book due out this 

m
onth w

ill heat up the 
national debate on the 

proper role of A
m

erica's spy 
establishm

ent. It claim
s, 

am
on

g oth
er th

in
gs, th

at 
• T

he C
IA

 covered up the 
m

urder of a U
. S. citizen on 

• its payroll w
ho w

as involved 
in international narcotics 
traffic. 

• R
ichard N

ixon knew
 

long before the H
uston P

lan 
w

as devised that the govern-
m

ent engaged in m
ail inter-

cepts, break-ins, illegal sur-
veillance; he w

as briefed on 
those and other dirty tricks 
in the F

ifties w
hen E

isen-
how

er had heart problem
s 

and N
ixon acted as P

resi-
d

en
t 

• A
ssets of the N

orthw
est 

F
ederal C

redit U
nion, w

hich 
serves C

IA
 em

ployees, have 
increased sharply (from

 $40  

m
illion to $100 m

illion) since 
the A

gency has com
e under 

scrutiny in the last several 
years. N

ot only is the credit 
union's interest rate for sav-
ings accounts higher than 
com

parable institutions 
(seven per cent versus six 
and a quarter elsew

here), but 
its rate of delinquent loans is 
tw

ice the national average. 
T

h
is m

igh
t in

d
icate th

e 
"laundering" of A

gency 
funds. 

T
hese assertions are m

ade 
by intelligence specialist 
W

illiam
 C

orson
, w

h
o d

rew
 

from
 thousands of pages of 

docum
ents he requested un-

der the F
reedom

 of Inform
a-

tion A
ct to w

rite his profile 
of the A

m
erican intelligence 

com
m

unity called T
he A

r-
m

ies of Ignorance (D
ial 

P
ress). 
C

orson, 52, is a retired  

M
arine C

orps officer w
ith 

experience serving on nu-
m

erous C
old W

ar intelli-
gence boards, prim

arily con-
cerned w

ith Asia_ H
e is cur-

rently P
enthouse m

agazine's 
national affairs editor in 
W

ashington, and he infor. 
m

elly assisted Sen. F
rank 

C
hurch's intelligence com

-
m

ittee. 
"O

ne of m
y cliche ques-

tions is 'N
am

e a spy.' Som
e-

body says 'N
athan H

ale' and 
I say 'N

am
e m

e a second spy' 
and they can't," C

orson says. 
"T

hey are obscure people in 
history, and I w

anted to 
w

rite about the personalities 
of the players 8B

 w
ell as 

about the institutional evolu-
tion of A

m
erican intelli-

gen
ce."

 
C

orson's "arm
ies of igno-

rance" are the various intelli-
gence agencies that he m

ain- 

tains have been operating 
too long w

ithout dear direc-
tions from

 the W
hite H

ouse 
or a precise statute from

 
C

ongress, a situation he 
thinks leads to blunders. H

e 
is squarely in the cam

p of 
those w

ho advocate a cen-
tralized intelligence opera-
tion. "T

he C
hurch com

m
it-

tee didn't finish the job," he 
says, "and the com

ing year 
m

ay be the last chance to ra-
tionally achieve a structural 
reform

 of the intelligence 
com

m
unity." 

F
ootnote: C

orson pin-
points the W

hite H
ouse and 

C
apitol H

ill as the tw
o m

ost 
vulnerable spots for infiltra-
tion by foreign agents, and 
he offers the K

orean lobby-
ing effort on C

apitol H
ill as 

proof: "W
e trained them

," 
C

orson says. "and they used 
the tactics against us." 


