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The assassination of President John F. Kennedy 

shocked the world, and the crime captured the 
imaginations of people everywhere, perhaps more 

than any other event in the twentieth century. 
If you were born before November 1963. you 
probably can still remember where you were when 

you heard the news of the President's death. 

Everyone knows that the crime was investi-

gated by the Warren Commission. Everyone 

knows that the official government explanation 

was that Lee Harvey Oswald was the assassin, 

and that he acted alone. Relatively few believe 

that was the truth. 

What most people do not realize is that there 

was a second government investigation; even 

fewer know what evidence and shocking revela-

tions came from it. Between 1977 and 1979, 

forty-five attorneys, investigators and researchers 

conducted the most thorough investigation that 

has ever been conducted to determine whether 

there really was a conspiracy. As the Deputy Chief 

Counsel for the Select Committee on Assassin-

ations, Gary Cornwell led that investigation. 

Since 1963, many books have been written, and 

many theories have been suggested — everything 

but the truth has long been readily available: 

Finally, here are some Real Answers, the inside 

story of the Kennedy case, told by someone who 

was there. Cornwell separates history from the 

speculations, rumors, guesses and wild accusa-

tions that have so long been "the Kennedy case." 

In the end, he leaves you with the honest and 

profoundly troubling truth. 
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It w
as A

pril 1979, w
hen I com

pleted m
y w

ork as D
eputy 

C
hief C

ounsel for the Select C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations 
and w

e sent the C
om

m
ittee's final report on the assassination 

of P
resident John F

. K
ennedy to the G

overnm
ent P

rinting 
O

ffice. O
ver the years since then, I have been asked ques-

tions about the case by alm
ost everyone I have m

et. I have al 
w

ays been am
azed at the intense interest and the extensive 

know
ledge that people have of the basic facts, the central is-

sues, and the principal "conspiracy theories." A
t the sam

e 
tim

e I have been surprised by the lack of public know
ledge 

of the findings of the Select C
om

m
ittee. (So, you w

orked on 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission? O

h! W
hat w

as the Select C
om

m
it-

tee on A
ssassinations?) 

P
u

b
lic k

n
ow

led
ge of th

e case h
as b

een
 con

fin
ed

 
alm

ost entirely to secondary sources of inform
ation—

new
s-

paper articles, books by private citizens setting forth con-
spiracy theories, m

otion pictures and television show
s. A

l 
th

ou
gh

 som
e of th

at in
form

ation
 h

as b
een

 ad
m

itted
ly 

fictionalized, m
ost of it has purported to be "docum

entary." 
Y

et real, honest answ
ers to the eternal issues in the case have 

seldom
 been given, in large part because the results of the 

vii 



extensive investigation by the Select C
om

m
ittee on A

ssas- , 
sinations have been unknow

n, or in som
e cases, to satisfy 

other agendas, have been purposely ignored. 
Som

e years ago, w
hile I w

as living in D
enver, a pub-

lic furor arose over the "tw
o-O

sw
ald theory." T

he new
s-

papers reported "new
" speculation that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, 

the m
an w

hom
 the W

arren C
om

m
ission in 1964 announced 

w
as the sole person responsible for the assassination, w

as re-
ally tw

o different people, one w
ho defected to R

ussia in 
1959, and another (im

poster) w
ho returned from

 R
ussia in 

1962 to kill the president. T
his tim

e, the furcit w
as over 

w
hether or not the body of the O

sw
ald w

ho had been killed 
by Jack R

uby less than 48 hours after the assassination of the 
president, should be rem

oved from
 its grave and reinspected 

(for height, dental, and other unique identifying charatteris-
tics). For w

eeks the new
spapers w

ere full of stories debating 
the pros and cons of w

hether to exhum
e the body. D

uring this 
tim

e, m
y friends frequently asked m

e, "W
hat do you think 

they w
ill find if they dig up the body?" I told them

 that this 
w

as not a new
 conspiracy theory, and that the Select C

om
-

m
ittee on A

ssassinations had conducted an extensive inves-
tigation of the issue. O

ur handw
riting identification experts 

com
pared letters w

ritten by O
sw

ald before, during and after 
his trip to R

ussia. O
ur photographic experts and our 

forensic anthropologists exam
ined pictures taken of him

 be-
fore, during and after R

ussia. W
e learned from

 both photo-
graphic and m

edical experts that apparent height differences, 
•  

as m
easured in police lineup photos and as m

easured w
hile 

he lay on the autopsy table after he w
as killed, w

ere not 
significant or suspicious, and did not in fact support the the-
ory of tw

o O
sw

alds. O
ur experts explained that the apparent 

height of a suspect as reflected in a police lineup photo is de-
term

ined by the height (and thus view
 angles of the cam

era; 
and that because of the com

pression of the spine w
hen stand-

ing, people are shorter w
hen standing than w

hen lying dow
n 

in a prone position (such as, on an autopsy table). I told m
y 

friends that m
y belief, based upon our investigation, w

as that 
the tw

o-O
sw

ald theory is contrary to the available scientific 
evidence, and that if they exhum

ed the body they w
ould find 

the one and only L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald. 
W

hat w
as m

ost interesting to m
e w

as that not once in 
any of the new

spaper articles that I saw
 w

as the investigation 
of the Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations ever m

entioned. 
T

he articles only rehashed the historical rationales for be-
lieving in the possibility of tw

o O
sw

alds. T
here w

as no m
en-

tion that the Select C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations extensively 
investigated these rationales; no m

ention of all of the sci-
entific evidence on the subject that w

as set forth in its final 
report; no m

ention even that the com
m

ittee ever existed. 
From

 the new
spaper accounts, it appeared as if this w

as som
e 

new
 theory, based upon new

ly discovered evidence, that 
needed to be look into. W

ell, the body w
as finally exhum

ed, 
and the new

 inspection confirm
ed that it w

as the body of the 
one and only L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald. 
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M
y point is not that the investigation of the Select 

C
om

m
ittee answ

ered all questions relating to the K
ennedy 

case. N
or do I suggest that the A

m
erican public should nec-

essarily accept the findings of the Select C
om

m
ittee as the 

last w
ord on any question related to the K

ennedy case. M
y 

point is that I know
 from

 tw
enty years of talking to people 

about the subject that w
hat the Select C

om
m

ittee did is of 
great interest to the A

m
erican public, and that if the new

s 
m

edia felt that the possibility of digging up O
sw

ald's body 
w

as of interest to the public, then the result of the Select 
C

om
m

ittee's scientific investigation of the iisue w
as reje-

vant inform
ation to report—

to say nothing of sim
ply being 

interesting. 
T

hat m
ost people have derived their inform

ation 
about the case from

 secondary sources is also indicated by 
m

y ow
n (adm

ittedly not-very-scientific) survey over the past 
several m

onths. I created a W
eb site on the Internet to an-

nounce the w
riting of this book, and to solicit com

m
ents and 

questions that w
ould help m

e in w
riting the book. I asked 

that each person w
ho subm

itted a com
m

ent also tell m
e how

 
m

any books they had read on the subject, and am
ong those 

books, w
hether they had read the W

arren C
om

m
ission R

e-
port or the R

eport of the Select C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassina-
tions. A

bout 1/3 of those w
ho provided com

m
ents indicated 

that they had not read any previous book on the subject. O
f 

the 2/3 w
ho had read a book or books on the subject (in-

cluding m
any w

ho had read dozens), over 1/3 of those had  

not read the W
arren C

om
m

ission's report, and only a few
 had 

read the Select C
om

m
ittee's final report. T

hese figures are 
probably explained in large part by the fact that w

hile it is 
som

etim
es possible to find a copy of the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sion R
eport in a bookstore, no publisher (apparently) has 

published the final R
eport of the Select C

om
m

ittee on A
s-

sassinations since its only non-governm
ental publication by 

B
antam

 B
ooks in July 1979. 

N
otw

ithstanding the heavy reliance upon often unre-
liable secondary sources of inform

ation, alm
ost everyone I 

have talked to over the years has had a very definite opinion 
about the case. In particular, everyone either believes there 
w

as, or there w
as not, a conspiracy—

few
 people seem

 to 
have no opinion—

and everyone seem
s to have m

any (som
e-

tim
es, unalterable) reasons to support their position. O

cca-
sionally, I have even found it difficult to get a w

ord in m
yself, 

as their enthusiasm
 for their view

s spills forth. (T
he case cer-

tainly does capture our im
aginations!) 

I do not, how
ever, fault those w

ho m
ay hold "unin-

form
ed" opinions. A

s a trial law
yer, I have learned that the 

hum
an m

ind cannot focus on a vacuum
, so it creates an im

-
age (if none is provided) to give content to thought. T

hus, if 
I w

ere to tell you that I live on a lake near A
ustin, T

exas, a 
picture of the house w

ould quite naturally form
 in your m

ind. 
If I didn't take the tim

e or care enough to actually describe 
the house to you, your im

age of the house probably w
ould 

not be V
ery accurate, but it w

ould be just as real to you as if 



I had actually described it to you or show
n you a photo of it. 

Sim
ilarly, you m

ay have had the experience of "m
eeting" 

som
eone for the first tim

e over the telephone, and then being 
quite surprised w

hen you finally m
et them

 in person to find 
that they didn't look anything like you had pictured thdm

 in 
your m

ind. 
R

ecent studies reflect that 78%
 of the A

m
erican pub-

lic believes there w
as a conspiracy, w

hich m
eans that 78%

 of 
the A

m
erican public does not believe our governm

ent's con-
clusion w

hen the case w
as first investigated in .1963-64. 

T
hat vacuum

 has had exactly the sam
e effect as if answ

er 
had ever bcen provided—

people have done the best thing 
they could under the circum

stances, nam
ely, create their ow

n 
answ

ers and their ow
n reasons to support them

. 
If there is som

e criticism
 to be leveled in this regard, 

it should be leveled as m
uch at m

e as at anyone else. (L
et he 

w
ho is w

ithout blam
e cast the first stone.) I ran the investi-

gation for the U
.S. H

ouse of R
epresentatives Select C

om
-

m
ittee on A

ssassinations, and yet I have never before m
ade 

any real effort to m
ake available to the A

m
erican public w

hat 
I learned from

 running that investigation. B
egging your par-

don for the delay, I offer this book in the spirit of "better late 
than never." 

T
he questions and answ

ers are not set out in order of 
im

portance. N
or are answ

ers to the m
ost com

m
only asked 

questions at the front. So, you m
ay w

ant to sim
ply skip to the 

questions that are of m
ost interest to you. 

O
n the other hand, the m

ain reason to study the 
K

ennedy case—
particularly, now

, so m
any years after the 

event—
is probably to discover the lessons it holds about life. 

T
hus, the greatest value probably com

es not from
 reading 

som
eone else's conclusion about "w

hat happened," but from
 

the process of personally thinking through the questions of 
how

 and w
hy it happened. In addition, I suspect that som

e of 
you m

ay w
ant to evaluate not only the inform

ation I provide, 
but also its source, in the case. If those concepts appeal to 
you, you.m

ay w
ant to start reading from

 the beginning. 
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W
hat happened on N

ovem
ber 22, 1963? 

(Just the F
acts.) 

John F
. K

ennedy, the 35th P
resident of the U

nited States, 
w

as shot to death on N
ovem

ber 22, 1963, w
hile riding in a 

m
otorcade in D

allas, T
exas. 

T
hat w

as the first sentence from
 the first chapter of the final 

R
eport of the Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations. In a very 

real sense, those are the only facts that have been w
ithout 

significant dispute in the thirty-five years since the tragic 
event. A

s you w
ill learn by reading this book, if you are not 

already aw
are, that tragic event w

as follow
ed by a tragic in-

vestigation, w
hich in turn w

as follow
ed by thirty-five years 

of often m
isguided and som

etim
es reckless speculition and 

m
isinform

ation about the available evidence. 
K

ennedy becam
e the youngest ever president of the 



U
nited States in 1960 by narrow

ly defeating his R
epublican 

opponent, V
ice President R

ichard N
ixon, by 118,450 votes 

out of nearly 69 m
illion votes cast. D

espite the slim
 election 

victory, K
ennedy's initial popularity w

as great. H
is youth, 

good looks, w
ealth, intelligence and determ

ination gave him
 

a unique m
agic and pow

er that m
ade people feel strongly 

about him
, both those w

ho loved and adm
ired him

, and those 
w

ho hated and feared him
. 

T
he early 1960's w

ere tim
es filled w

ith high stakes 
and volatile political, social and econom

ic changes, both at 
hom

e and abroad; tim
es characterized by passion; intractable - 

positions, and violence. A
s the fall of 1963 approached, 

K
ennedy's popularity had declined to 59 percent from

 its 
high of 83 percent in the spring of 1961, and his concern for 
the upcom

ing 1964 election led him
 to schedule a trip to 

T
exas, the hom

e state of his V
ice-President, L

yndon John-
son, w

here he hoped to shore up his falling popularity by 
touring the m

ajor cities of H
ouston, San A

ntonio, Ft. W
orth 

and D
allas. 
K

ennedy enjoyed traveling, and was essentially reck-
less in ignoring the proltstive_m

easures that jeSeact-Ser-
vice urged him

 to adopt. O
nly once (during another trip in 

N
ovem

ber, 1963, to C
hicago) did he allow

 his lim
ousine to 

be flanked by police officers on m
otorcycles, and he tT

ieuk. 
low

ed Secret Service O
fficprs_ta ride on the rear bum

per of 
the lim

ousine. H
e w

as philosophical about the danger, be- • 
lieving that assassinationw

as a risk inherent in a dem
ocratic 

society. In fact, during the N
ovem

ber trip to D
allas, Presi- 

dent K
ennedy told a W

hite H
ouse assistant that if anybody 

really w
anted to shoot him

, it w
ould not be a very difficult 

job, since "all they w
ould have to do is get on a high build-

ing w
ith a telescopic rifle, and there is nothing anybody 

could do to defend against such an attem
pt." 

K
ennedy had lost considerable public support in the 

South, m
ainly because of his active civil rights program

. 
N

ew
sw

eek m
agazine, in fact, reported in O

ctober 1963, that 
no D

em
ocratic president had ever been so disliked in the 

South. O
f the m

ajor T
exas cities, D

allas w
as particularly 

troubling. A
s sum

m
arized in the final R

eport of the Select 
C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassinations, D

allas w
as view

ed as: 

. . . a violent, hysterical center of right-w
ing fanaticism

. 
T

here, in 1960, then-T
exas Senator L

yndon B
. Johnson had 

been heckled and spat upon. In O
ctober 1963, just a m

onth 
before the President's scheduled visit, A

m
bassador to the 

U
nited N

ations A
dlai Stevenson w

as jeered, hit w
ith a plac-

ard and spat upon. B
yron Skelton, the N

ational D
em

ocratic 
C

om
m

itteem
an from

 T
exas, w

rote A
ttorney G

eneral R
obert 

K
ennedy about his concern for President K

ennedy's safety 
and urged him

 to dissuade his brother from
 going to T

exas. 

T
he D

allas new
spapers announced on Septem

ber 13 
that K

ennedy w
as com

ing to T
exas; the G

overnor of T
exas, 

John C
onnally, announced the itinerary for the president's 

trip through T
exas on N

ovem
ber 1; the final m

otorcade route 
for the D

allas visit w
as selected on N

ovem
ber 15 and (at 

the urging- of K
ennedy's staff) the route w

as published in 
the D

allas new
spapers on N

ovem
ber 18 and 19. L

ee H
arvey 
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O
sw

ald had returned from
 M

exico to D
allas in early O

cto-
ber, and secured a position at the School B

ook D
epository on 

O
ctober 15. 

A
lthough the Secret Service had received 34 threats 

on the president's life from
 T

exas during the preceding tw
o 

years, and had generally identified six categories of persons 
w

ho posed a potential threat (right-w
ing extrem

ists, left-
w

ing extrem
ists, C

ubans, P
uerto R

icans, B
lack m

ilitants, 
and m

iscellaneous m
ental cases), political em

barrassm
ent 

w
as the chief concern for the D

allas trip. D
uring the w

eek 
prior to the trip, defam

atory posters and leaflets w
ere w

idely 
distributed in D

allas, and on the F
riday m

orning of the 
m

otorcade, a full-page advertisem
ent sponsored by the 

"A
m

erica-thinking C
itizens of D

allas" appeared in the D
al-

las M
orning N

ew
s, charging that K

ennedy had ignored the 
C

onstitution, scrapped the M
onroe D

octrine in favor of 
the "Spirit of M

oscow
," and becom

e "soft on C
om

m
unists, 

fellow
-travelers,, and ultra-leftists in A

m
erica." 

President K
ennedy and his w

ife arrived in T
exas on 

T
hursday, N

ovem
ber 21. T

hey first visited H
ouston and San 

A
ntonio, w

here they w
ere greeted by enthusiastic crow

ds, 
and then flew

 to F
t. W

orth to spend the night. O
n F

riday 
m

orning it w
as raining in F

t. W
orth w

hen K
ennedy ad-

dressed the C
ham

ber of C
om

m
erce, a speech that G

overnor 
C

onnally later described as being laced w
ith fun, and very 

w
ell received. K

ennedy told his staff that if the w
eather 

cleared, he did not w
ant to use the protective bubble on the 

lim
ousine during the m

otorcade in D
allas. A

s A
ir Force O

ne 
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took off for D
allas, K

ennedy rem
arked to G

overnor C
onnally 

that it looked like they in w
ere in luck and w

ere going to get 
sunshine. 

W
hen they arrived in D

allas it w
as a gorgeous fall 

day, 68 degrees w
ith clear blue skies. T

hey w
ere m

et by an 
enthusiastic crow

d of about 400. A
fter shaking hands and 

greeting those at the edges of the crow
d, President K

ennedy 
and his w

ife Jackie joined G
overnor C

onnally and his w
ife 

N
ellie in the presidential lim

ousine. T
he president sat in the 

rear seat on the right, w
ith G

overnor C
onnally in a jum

p seat 
in front of him

. T
heir w

ives sat on their left. T
w

o secret ser-
vice agents occupied the front seat. 

T
he m

otorcade w
as led by tw

o cars containing D
allas 

Police C
hief Jesse C

urry and other m
em

bers of the police 
force and Secret Service. T

he presidential lim
ousine w

as 
third, follow

ed by a car w
ith W

hite H
ouse staff and Secret 

Service agents (w
ho stood on the running boards), then a 

lim
ousine w

ith V
ice President L

yndon Johnson and his w
ife 

and T
exas Senator R

alph Y
arborough, and finally a long line 

of follow
-up cars carrying m

em
bers of C

ongress, other dig-. 
nitaries, photographers, m

em
bers of the W

hite H
ouse staff 

and others. 
A

s the m
otorcade left the L

ove Field airport at about 
11:50 a.m

., G
overnor C

onnally rem
ained w

orried that som
e 

political em
barrassm

ent or dem
onstration w

ould occur, or 
that the crow

ds w
ould be unfriendly, indifferent or sullen, 

and m
ar the president's trip to T

exas that, up until then, had 
been so positive. 
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B
ut as the m

otorcade neared the center of the city, 
G

overnor C
onnally's fears began to subside: 

T
he further w

e got tow
ard tow

n, the denser becam
e the 

crow
ds, and w

hen w
e got dow

n on M
ain Street, the crow

ds 
w

ere extrem
ely thick. T

hey w
ere pushed off of curbs; they 

w
ere out in the street, and they w

ere backed all the w
ay up 

against the w
alls of the buildings. T

hey w
ere just as thick as 

they could be. I don't know
 how

 m
any. B

ut, there w
ere at 

least a quarter of a m
illion people on the parade route that 

day and everyw
here the reception w

as good. 

T
he G

overnor noticed that M
rs. K

ennedy seem
ed to 

becom
e m

ore relaxed and w
as enjoying the crow

ds. W
hen 

a lone heckler, held up a placard reading, "K
ennedy G

o 
H

om
e," the president light heartedly said, "D

on't you im
ag-

ine he's a nice fellow
," and the G

overnor replied, "Y
es, I 

im
agine he's a nice fellow

." A
part from

 that incident, C
on-

nally described the reception as being "m
ore enthusiastic 

than I could have hoped for." A
 little girl held up a sign con-

taining the request, "P
resident K

ennedy, w
ill you shake 

hands w
ith m

e?" T
he president had the lim

ousine stop, he 
shook hands w

ith the little girl, and the car w
as m

obbed by 
adm

irers w
ho had to be separated from

 the president by the 
Secret Service agents. C

loser to dow
ntow

n, the president 
again had the lim

ousine stop so he could talk to a C
atholic 

nun and her group of school children. A
gain, enthusiastic 

supporters rushed from
 the curb to greet the president, and 

had to be restrained by Secret Service agents. 

A
s the m

otorcade neared D
ealey Plaza, the crow

ds 
grew

 larger, packing the sidew
alks, hanging out of office 

building w
indow

s, and cheering, and it w
as clear that Presi-

dent K
ennedy w

as delighted w
ith his D

allas reception. In 
G

overnor C
onnally's w

ords, "... the trip had been absolutely 
w

onderful, and w
e w

ere heaving a sigh of relief because once 
w

e got through the m
otorcade at D

allas and through the D
al-

las luncheon, then everything else w
as pretty m

uch roptine." 
A

fter the lim
ousine turned into D

ealey P
laza and 

headed north on H
ouston Street tow

ard the T
exas School 

B
ook D

epository one block ahead, M
rs. C

onnally turned to 
the president and said, "M

r. President, you can't say D
allas 

doesn't love you." "T
hat's obvious," he said in response. 

T
he lim

ousine m
ade a hairpin turn in front of the 

B
ook D

epository, and headed w
est on E

lm
 Street. It w

as 
about 12:30 p.m

.; the president w
as w

aving to the crow
ds as 

shots rang out. 
M

rs. C
onnally turned to her right and saw

 the presi- 
dent put both hands over his neck, then slum

p dow
n into 

the seat. T
hinking the noise w

as a rifle shot, the G
overnor 

first turned to his right, attem
pting to see the president. H

e 
later said: 

. . . I never m
ade the full turn. A

bout the tim
e I turned back 

w
here I w

as facing m
ore or less straight ahead, the w

ay the 
car w

as m
oving, I w

as hit. I w
as knocked over, just doubled 

over by the force of the bullet. It w
ent in m

y back and cam
e 

out M
y chest about 2 inches below

 and to the left of m
y right 



nipple. The force of the bullet drove m
y body over alm

ost 
double, and w

hen I looked, im
m

ediately I could see I w
as 

drenched w
ith blood. S

o, I knew
 I had been badly hit and I 

m
ore or less straightened up. A

t about this tim
e, N

ellie 
reached over and pulled m

e dow
n into her lap. 

I w
as in her lap facing forw

ard w
hen another shot w

as 
fired ... I did not hear the shot that hit m

e. I w
asn't conscious 

of it. I am
 sure I heard it, but I w

as not conscious of it at all. 
I heard another shot. I heard it hit. It hit w

ith a very pro-
nounced im

pact . .. it m
ade a very, very strong sound. 

Im
m

ediately, I could see blood and brain tissue all over 
the interior of the car and all over our clothes. W

e w
ere botli 

covered w
ith brain tissue, and there w

ere pieca of brain tis-
sue as big as your little finger. 

■
 

IN 
■

 

W
hen I w

as hit, or shortly before I w
as hit—

no, I guess 
it w

as after I w
as hit—

I said first, just alm
ost in despair, I 

said, "no, no, no," just thinking how
 tragic it w

as that w
e had 

gone through this 24 hours, it had all been so w
onderful and 

so beautifully executed. 
The P

resident had been so m
arvelously received and 

then here,, at the last m
om

ent, this great tragedy. I just said, 
"no, no, no, no." Then I said right after I w

as hit, I said, "M
y 

G
od, they are going to kill us all." 

The lim
ousine accelerated and sped tow

ard P
ark-

land H
ospital. A

ccording to M
rs. C

onnally, "There w
as no 

scream
ing in that horrible car. It w

as just a silent, terrible 

drive." A
t 1:00 p.m

., P
resident K

ennedy w
as pronounced 

dead. 

Initially thinking that her husband w
as dead as he lay 

in her lap, M
rs. C

onnally did not look back, but after one of 
the shots, she heard M

rs. K
ennedy say, "They have shot m

y 
husband." Then, after another shot, she heard M

rs. K
ennedy 

say, "T
h

ey h
ave killed

 m
y h

u
sb

an
d

. I h
ave h

is b
rain

s in
 

m
y hand." 


