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SaurdaY ,  July 9, 1977 
T

H
E

 W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

C
opley N

ew
s A

ccused of O
ld L

inks to C
IA

 
B

y G
eorge L

ardner Jr. 
W

ashington P
oet Staff W

riter " 

P
enthouse m

agazine charged yester-
d

ay th
at at least 23 m

em
b

ers of th
e 

C
op

ley N
ew

s S
ervice also w

ork
ed

 se-
cretly

 fo
r th

e C
en

tra
l In

tellig
en

ce 
A

gency over a 20-year period in L
atin 

A
gzerica.. 	

. 	
. .. _

 	
- - 

 
;T

h
e. a

u
th

o
rs o

f th
e a

rticle, J
o
e 

'F
p

en
to an

d
 D

ave "
R

om
an

, said
 th

e 
clan

d
estin

e arran
gem

en
t stem

m
ed

 
from

 a 1953 W
h

ite H
ou

se m
eetin

g 
w

ith
 P

resid
en

t E
isen

h
ow

er at w
h

ich
 

th
e late p

u
b

lish
er Jam

es S
. C

op
ley of-

fered
 th

e h
elp

 of th
e n

ew
s service h

e 
w

as form
ing. 

' C
op

ley, th
e m

agazin
e said

, volu
n

-
teered

 th
e sew

s serviee as "
th

e, eyes 
an

d
 ears"

 again
st . "

th
e C

om
m

u
n

ist 
th

reat in
 L

atin
 an

d
 C

en
tral A

m
erica"

 
for "

ou
r in

telligen
ce services."

 .- ' 
T

h
e allegation

s - w
ere m

ad
e in

 th
e 

forth
com

in
g A

u
gu

st issu
e of P

en
t-

h
ou

se w
h

ich
 ad

d
ed

 th
at th

e C
op

ley 
P

ress, w
h

ich
 also p

u
b

lish
es th

e S
an

 
D

iego U
n

ion
 an

d
 E

ven
in

g . T
rib

u
n

e, 
ran

 a "
little F

B
I"

 th
at fu

n
n

eled
 h

u
n

-
d

red
s of th

ou
san

d
s of u

n
p

u
b

lish
ed

 
w

ords and pictures about antiw
ar and 

b
lack

 p
rotest m

ovem
en

ts to th
e b

u
-

r
e
a

u
. - •

  
S

p
ok

esm
en

 for th
e C

op
ley N

ew
s 

S
ervice (C

N
S

) an
d

 th
e p

aren
t firm

, 
th

e C
op

ley P
ress, d

en
ied

 th
e . asser-

tion
s ab

ou
t clan

d
estin

e ties w
ith

 th
e 

C
IA

. 
G

erald
 W

arren
, th

e cu
rren

t ed
itor 

tl..Ind th
e U

n
ion

, an
d

 H
erb

 K
lein

, t fer-
er ed

itor of th
e p

ap
er, con

firm
ed

 

f
t t m

em
os w

ere w
ritten

 ab
ou

t p
ro-

st grou
p

s an
d

 p
assed

 on
 to execu

-
ves of th

e com
p

an
y, b

u
t said

 th
ey 

n
o

t k
n

o
w

 w
h

eth
er th

e m
em

o
s 

re th
en

 p
assed

 on
 to th

e F
B

I. 	
. 

T
h

e C
IA

 an
d

 th
e F

B
I refu

sed
 to 

com
m

ent. 
T

h
e article, fin

an
ced

 in
 p

art b
y th

e 
F

u
n

d
 for In

vestigative Jou
rn

alism
, 

said
 th

at C
op

ley P
ress "

p
rovid

ed
 cre-

d
en

tials, in
form

ation
 an

d
 p

lacem
en

t 
of stories for the C

IA
 and the F

B
I; ex-

changed intelligence inform
ation w

ith 
th

e C
IA

 for 'scoop
s' an

d
 p

lan
ted

 C
IA

 
an

d
 F

B
I stories an

d
 ed

itorials, (an
d

) 
h

arb
ored

 C
IA

 op
eratives on

 th
e p

ay-
roll of th

e C
op

ley N
ew

s S
ervice an

d
 

fed
 stores to n

ew
s-service clien

ts at 
the request of the C

IA
 and the F

B
I." 

E
lab

oratin
g at a p

ress con
feren

ce 
h

ere, T
ren

to, 29, n
ow

 a rep
orter for 

th
e W

ilm
in

gton
 (D

el.) N
ew

s-J
o
u

r
n

a
l, 

an
d

 R
om

an
, 31, a form

er S
an

 D
iego 

college teach
er an

d
 n

ow
 a freelan

ce 
w

riter, said
 th

e 23 C
op

ley em
p

loyees, 
m

ost of th
em

 b
ased

 in
 L

atin
 A

m
erica 

w
ere all "on a salaried basis." 
T

ren
to refu

sed
 to n

am
e an

y of th
e 

23 or even
 to d

escrib
e th

e n
atu

re of 
th

e C
IA

 p
aym

en
ts. H

e said
 h

e h
ad

 
prom

ised his "sources" not to divulge 
such details. 

R
ich

ard
 G

. C
ap

en
 Jr., sen

ior vice 
p

resid
en

t o
f o

p
era

tio
n

s a
t C

o
p

ley
 

P
ress, flatly denied the charges of sur-

reptitious C
IA

 em
ploym

ent. 
.. W

e h
ave b

een
 assu

red
 b

y th
e 

h
igh

est levels w
ith

in
 th

e C
IA

 th
at n

o 
em

p
loyees of C

op
ley N

ew
sp

ap
ers or 

C
N

S
 h

a
v
e b

een
 em

p
lo

y
ees o

f th
e 

agency," C
apen said. 

W
a
rren

, fo
rm

er d
ep

u
ty

 W
h

ite 
H

ou
se p

ress secretary u
n

d
er P

resi-
d

en
t N

ixon
, in

d
icated

 in
 a telep

h
on

e 
in

terv
iew

 th
a
t th

e a
ssu

ra
n

ces h
a
d

 
b

een
 p

rovid
ed

 to p
resen

t p
u

b
lish

er 
H

elen
 C

op
ley ab

ou
t a year an

d
 a h

alf 
ago w

h
en

 th
e ch

arges first b
egan

 to 
su

rface. "
I'm

 con
fid

en
t of th

e assu
r- 

ances H
elen got." he said. 

C
ap

en
 p

rotested
 th

at th
e rep

orts of 
C

IA
 in

volvem
en

t are essen
tially "

old
 

allegation
s th

at C
op

ley N
ew

sp
ap

ers 
h

ave rep
eated

ly d
en

ied
 over th

e p
ast 

tw
o years. O

n
e of th

e au
th

ors. Joe 
T

ren
to, h

as p
rin

ted
 m

ost . of th
ese 

claim
s in a m

im
eographed new

sletter, 
San D

iego C
onfidential, and they have 

been repeatedly denied by us." 
F

or th
eir P

en
th

ou
se article, T

ren
to 

an
d

 R
om

an
 said

 th
at th

ey h
ad

 exam
-

in
ed

 still-secret W
h

ite H
ou

se d
ocu

-
m

en
ts in

 th
e p

o
ssessio

n
 o

f C
IA

 
sources and that these docum

ents con-
firm

ed
 n

ot on
ly C

op
ley's 1953 "

eyes - 
and ears" offer but also E

isenhow
er's 

response. 
"

... E
isen

h
ow

er told
 C

op
ley th

at 
`you

r favors are ap
p

reciated
 b

y th
e 

co
u

n
try

 a
n

d
 w

ill b
e recip

ro
ca

ted
 

w
h

en
ever p

ossib
le',"

 th
e m

agazin
e 

said. 
G

eorge C
urtis, supervisory archivist 

of th
e D

w
igh

t E
isen

h
ow

er L
ib

rary in
 

A
b

ilen
e. K

an
., told

 T
h

e W
ash

in
gton

 
P

ost th
at record

s th
ere sh

ow
 a m

eet-
in

g b
etw

een
 E

isen
h

ow
er an

d
 C

op
ley 

W
as h

eld
 on

 A
p

ril 25, 1953. C
op

ley 
vice .p

resid
en

t. W
illiam

 S
h

ea also at-
ten

d
ed

 th
e m

eetin
g, w

h
ich

 h
ad

 b
een

 
requested by C

opley's W
ashington bu-

reau chief, R
obert W

. R
ichards. P

ent-
h

ou
se id

en
tified

 R
ich

ard
s as a for-

m
er O

ffice of S
trategic S

ervices offi-
cer h

ired
 b

y C
ol. Ira C

op
ley to ru

n
 

the C
opley W

aShington bureau before 
the end of W

orld W
ar II. 

T
rento and R

om
an said the current 

L
atin-A

m
erican editor for the C

opley 
N

ew
s S

erv
ice, W

illia
m

 G
ia

n
d

o
n

i, 
"actually fed inform

ation to C
IA

 oper-
ative W

illiam
 K

elly in
 1961 con

cern
-

in
g th

e forth
com

in
g B

ay of P
igs in

va- 
-  

sion
." (T

h
ey said

 at th
e p

ress co
n
fer-

en
ce th

ey h
ad

 
n
o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at G

ia-
doni w

as paid by the C
IA

. 
"

G
ian

d
on

i glad
ly 

a
c
c
e
d

e
d

 to
 th

e
 

C
IA

's request for secrecy. w
ritin

g
 sto

-
ries w

h
ich

 d
ow

n
p

layed
 th

e id
ea th

at 
an

y in
vasion

 w
as in

 th
e w

ork
s at all 

an
d

 p
rop

osed
 th

at su
ch

 sp
ecu

lative 
stories w

ere false." the article said
. In

 
resp

on
se, G

ian
d

on
i said

 h
e on

ce ap
-

plied for a job w
ith the C

IA
 in M

exico 
C

ity b
u

t "
got a form

 letter b
ack

 tell-
ing m

e they had nothing available." 
T

urning to the F
B

I, T
rento and R

o-
m

an
 said

 C
op

ley P
ress officials regu

-
larly fu

n
n

eled
 rep

orters' m
em

os an
d

 
n

ew
s p

h
otograp

h
ers' p

ictu
res ab

ou
t 

an
tiw

ar an
d

 oth
er d

em
on

strators to 
the F

B
I. "M

any reporters w
ere asked 

for a fou
r-p

aragrap
h

 story an
d

 a five- _ 
p

age m
em

o,"
 R

om
an

 said
 of th

e sys-
tem

. 
W

arren
, w

h
o w

as city ed
itor at th

e 
U

nion from
 1963 through 1968, said in

 
a telep

h
on

e in
terview

 th
at h

e could 
recall "passing on m

em
os to m

y supe-
riors of reporters' view

s of dem
onstra-

tors. W
h

ere th
ose m

em
os en

d
ed

 u
p

. I 
gaily: don't know

." 
W

arren indicated-  h
e h

ad
 h

is su
sp

i-
cio

n
s b

u
t h

e a
d

d
ed

 th
a
t "

I h
a
v
e 

lea
rn

ed
 th

a
t m

y
 su

sp
icio

n
s rea

lly
 

don't m
ean m

uch." 
T

rento and R
om

an said they had no 
evidence that any of the secret C

opley 
N

ew
s S

ervice lin
k

s w
ith

 th
e C

IA
 or 

the F
B

I w
ere continuing. R

om
an said 

he believed "m
ost of the activity stop-

p
ed

 w
h

en
 (Jam

es) C
op

ley d
ied

"
 on

 
O

ct. 6, 1973. P
resid

en
t N

ixon
 p

raised
 

h
im

 at th
e tim

e as "a close frien
d

 an
d

 
ad

viser"
 an

d
 said

 th
e n

ation
 h

ad
 lost 

"a noble A
m

erican." 


