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b
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e d
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e d
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e m
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f b
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e m
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 C
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e m
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, C
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t m
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 C
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 p
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m
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 p
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A 

Heat on Venezuela 
tive in Miami, Luis Posada, one of the 
four,  men held in the plane crash case, 
was operations chief from 1971 to 
1973. 

The agents have remained strongly 
anti-Castro and tolerant of his ene• 
miss, leftists and rightists agree, as 
long as their effOrts have not caused 
unpleasant publicity. Political leaders 
have been generally Indifferent to the 
low-profile Cubans, none of them ever 
having studied the estimated 20,000 to 
35,000 refugees as a possible voting or 
power bloc. 

Although the anti-Communist right 
strongly supported Perez in his 19'73 
election, their feelings did not deter 
him from "normalizing" relations with 
Castro in the interest, as he put it, of 
realistic world relations. Since then, 
Betancourt has led part of the party 
in railing at Castro and his influence 
in Venezuela. 

"We are well connected," admitted 
Salvador Romani, a prominent anti-
Castro figure and magazine columnist, 

Although he insisted that the CIA is 
"no longer helping us the way they 
used to," many of his critics theist Ro• 
'slant is a CIA operative, Other lead-
ers—such as Orlando Bosch, now ;be-
ing held in the plane crash—have 
come and gone here freely between 
arrests in other countries, carrying 
funds, according to party sources.' 

At the same time, the Cuban,  em-
bassy here has an estimated 130 per. 
sons, compared to the three that Ven-
ezuela has at its embassy in Havana. 
"I don't think they're engaged. ,so 
much in espionage as propaganda and 
intelligence gathering," said an appo-
sition politician, "Venezuela is ,.the 
main force for legitimizing Cubit;in 
'the hemisphere now and. Castro' ,has . 
no reason to want to overthrow 	, 

With both sides of the Castro issue 
newly vocal and a major decision 
looming, President Perez' position 
now is increasingly difficult. Party 
leaders say the contradictions yvill 
soon have to be resolved. 


