priviate mvestjgator witham . (Joe) Cooper was
murdered beeause he was very close to proving that
persons in the U.S. defense and intelligence communities
conspired to kill President Jobn I, Kennedy.

That is the contention of thase who kaew him best — his
friends, relatives and even some persons who became
targets for his unrelenting investigation.

Cooper devoted 10 years of his life to trying to solve the
Kennedy assassination mystery. During the past year, he
became a valued TATTLER source. Two exclusive
TATTLER articles were based on information provided

by Cooper.

Ile was shot to death in the-
bedroom of his Baton Rongle, La.,
apartment on Oct. 16, Aller one
weelk of  investivation, the East
Baton Roupe Pavish (Connty)
Sheriffs Depastinent ruled his death
a swichle, However, the chief in-
vestipator in the case sabd openly
that the ruling was o malter of
econvenlenee”  beenwe Uwe don't
know what happened.”

“We had to rule it something,”
Sheriff's Sit. Rabort J. Shortess told
TATTLEIL “Our anly vhelees were
accidental, sticide or homleide.”

Ceoper wia fornd shot in the face
it bl bed ot 7290 aum., ae English-
winide, 33-culiber revolver resting
by Nis left side. Cooper was right-
Vanrlesl,

Aceopding to St Shortess’ awn
veport, it would have heen -

10 DO S0, he would have had to
accomplish the tollowing unlikely
fuats:

After plucing the barrel to his
tioht cheelt and puiliog the lpoer,
e would have bad fo wipe all prists
from the weapu, Lake e gan bis
teft hand, place it en the hed, e
back and pell e covers  over
il = sl belore he divd,

The earimer's
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Wiy

) e W
ARSI I LL1L
Tt he_ihe | \ midct

Thtestion b why Coopee wonlid have
gotterr ot of bed and pleced & pot of
polfee witer on o kitohe g burnor if
he dntendsd to ope bk te the
teleoonn ansed Kol e 2,

Coapor, af, dwd sappied TAT-
TLER with infurotion il tye
wen, one o pilet, were offeped
s, vaeh o iy two smidentifiod
wen from Dallas to South Aerica
un the day Kennedy was nmsedered

The detective  assisted  this
epbrter st smer in frocing

purl  dartieates
LELECAR

nen o Lonsshana, When  in-
teevivwed, both il they are cone
vineod  the oficr was almed al
provulimg @ wenns of egeape for
Reniede's nsmasins, They said thoy
tnid tdovin the offor, )

Cougier abit weavered evidenee
Halbisy Mgh-ranking U.S. Navy
aftteinds with Res s ation
MTRTTS B

Vive dlayvs Dedure Bis (léath, he

By JOHN MOULDER
Of the Ttk Stafl

THE DAY BEFOUE COOPEN
was killed, a letter and a packet of
information mailed by him acvived
in TATTLER's office. Included in
the package was a report, copies of a
aumber of povernment documents,
letters  and  other  supporting
evitlence, Before this reporter had a
vhgnee to disenss the information
with Cooper, he was dead.

The Toatosial i boing anatyzed for
wse in futiee actichs,

Spl Mhuetors lold TATTLLR there
wits no apparent motive for Cooper
o commit suicidi.

Ihe kst time he talked to this
reporter, he was in exeellent spirits

On Monday and Tueatday before
Cooper's death, he had been with his
son-in-law, Josse Joroau

e was dn eadremely  high
spirtts,” sald Javcon, “The pight
hefore e wis killed, Be cooked some
foad and bravghl it over to wmy wife
and L (Cooper prided himseil as a
potiiet ohel.)

Comrer's wife, Liian, wag in the
apovlaent when Ler nl divd,
Ave gindiig te anlhwrit 1
sigiert I his death, O
Ty insurance. ir marrciage
eydtdenily was a ey e, i
yestinaturs old TATTLER,

Mrs, Congier sadd afier Cosper b
put coffer water on e stove and
returneld 1o heil, she o up, went Lo
the  kitehen  amd  then o the
(I

Wiiete st hooed 5oLty she rushied
wo e bedveoan ood fomd her
Bisebr el Qessnd, Tha bint donr of thy
npuctient was apoo I heal been
Yonshed the padit holove,

St Shartess el TATTLER »
killor coitlid have it Cooner. then




coneeaen el oo elonet and
vacaped ducing the hysterla of Mrs,
Cooper and 4 dauphter, whn was
also awakencd by the <hot.

CPIRE COULD TIAVE ALSO
Lirenn @ conspivacy,” Bt Shoctess
suid, “and Coaper Cimay hive ) heat
them Lo the punch by killing him-
sell”

“Bul he knew enough about guns
that he would have shot himself in
the temple,” Shortess said,

‘Couner el been a policeman in
Baton Rouge for 10 years. Ie also
served on police forees in Florida
cities. In Baton Runge, he was once
named vutstonding policeman of the
year."”

His fellow officers recall that he
hal an nneamny knack for details, As
a policentn, this was reflected in
many wiys. Becanse of a hunch, he
once arvested one of the FBEI's 10
et wimtedd Tigitives,

Thiy pecullar kuack for detadl led
Cosper  on a  devade-loag  In-
vestigation of (he assassination of
Priosident Kennedy,

Cioper pursued o lwory  that
Kenuedy’s  pssassinntion  was
planned abward a Noval nireroft
carvier, Shompget La, doring a
pieasure einlse in Augnst, 1088,
three aneuds bebore Kenuerdy was
shot Lo death i Dallas on Nov, 22,
198}

Coopor, then a puliceman in Fort
Wolton, Fia., souuht  information
fremn the Navy Department about
the poople on the crulse. He owas
neyer able to obtain the identifies of
Wwo men diwerd the ship, When he
pursned the bsne — e lavestigation
jinte what was balivhood as a
routine jusdwt — he wns wisited by a
Naval intelligence wificer whe
deinanded to know why Cooper was
infvrested,

COUIPER, A WORLD WAR 1
NAVAL hero whe received s
presidential eitation, furnlshed
TATTLER with e tps that led te
ot ol tae ot bizaeee revelations
dit the wake of the Kenuedy tragedy:

Twavinen wore offered a large sum
af woney o fly = no yuestions asked
tery i froan Dullas t
Suttii e oom e wenne day
Femnady wos nuordvred

e of Wase men, Billy Kemy,
shin Hyves ot CUanton, L., conllemed
e i fails to thls reporter, He said
fe haud salsvaews felt thost the ovaposed
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POLICE FOIUNID Jog Cooper in this posithm, with thz death . -ll /
i i . W

wiapen lying by his left side. Coepes, wha was right-handed, died
from 2 Lulint that entered his vght cheek {arrow) and lodgad in his
bruin, The oun, wiped clean of finparpiints was found lying on oa
unelerhirt, Tha illustrotion offurs grophic proof Cooper could nnt
have tien his own lifo
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