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INTERVIEWEE: =Senator John She Cooper
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Cates: Hugh Ga:es. It's April ﬂm 29th, 1971. I'm~in the office of
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United St:al:es=Senator John Shern@ Cooper. Senmator Eooper is a Republiéa

S$3)

from the stat& of Kentucky. Sengor Cooper, would th mind just sr.ating:

~4

some of your Becollecr.:lons or m;Eessions of the latE: Senator Richard 5
Brevard Russen" ~=' % S
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Cooper: I figst met Senatcﬁ'& Russell il 197 when I came to the Senate for
z.

a two-year tem. I was de@ted twice

ew

ve been b;ck in the Senate s&'ixeral

times, I serge'd for 15 yeéﬂa

like all '&natora knew him, @:om
observing him.qn the Floor of théﬁenate, admiring hﬁn for his dignity, sfox:

his presence, r"ﬁ:l.s authority and h:ts tremendous power ,and influence in dé"ﬁate.
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I'1l just sayz commonplace, but 5.’1: is correct that &'s always consider.’éd

as an outstand‘.tng power, force 1n,{bthe Senate.
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Cates: Senatog, excuse me, I didi't mean to interrugt you, sir, go ahea'a, sir.
& ' g !
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Cooper: He wag often...I remembel” the first...when Ig first came here heZ
= -
= o =
was very courfgous to me. He was",:-always very courtea'i:s to people. He
-

would listen tg their views, unless he...at times he j‘ould get a little

irritated becaise they were so...h:e could tell he t:hail.lght they were very

prejudiced or S:l.ased in their vie@s and were not obje'.ctive. I
n :r

interested in defense matters havi-gg served two years‘j‘cm the Armed Senrices
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Committee in '§3 and '54. When, Eter development of;.‘;sophisticated nuclE_ar

ngu.

weapons where is so difficult
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about, when yom were not on the C
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ttee.
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Chairman, if g could come to the Bessions when Secregary of Defense gave.

—
=

to the ComitEee his estimate of ;he. defense situatifms sometimes lasting
two or three gays. He was alwaysf.kind always asked;me to come in, and;:[
was very grateful for that. I asnume the...the peri;d in which I had thﬁ
closest relatﬁnsh:lp with him warwhen both of us aeﬁed as a...members ‘bf
the ComissioE to investigate I:ha-cassaasination of PEaident Kennedy, wlﬁ:ch

of course, wag;more popularly lmo!t, as the Warren Comgisaion. In that year

I did get-- 154—!:0 know see him inraction and in l:hougat.

~J =

< & 7 A

Cates: Senatot, could you n cert areas o¢f this investigatign
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maybe somethiq_g that might fhessses=ldesisa insight ingo the character of &
=) =
Senator RusseF]? c =
=3 3 =
T £ =
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Cooper: Yes. cThat investigation;’lasted several months in 1964. He wa
Z =
also busy in t;he Senate. It was En election year, aﬂ the imrestigation,—

anp 8id em {do:

took a great cgal of time of the ﬁembers. There were— dozens of witnesseﬁ.
dozens and dozgns and dozens of papers we had to read_, testimony given bg’
other witnesser_a: which were taken lj‘ry members of the staff And then the 7
Commission mef%bfte.n. Qur final j;udgment was unanimﬁs but in making

that judgment Ehere were discussi@m which brought ou,:: the strength of

L
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mind, the Judgzment and authorityrmf Senator Russell.” If you want me to:

tell you some zf them I can. g = G
= g & =
Cates: Seuato%, I wish you wouldF'Emd I might say thts and I don't know if

it would go info this area or noté‘but if you feel 1ife if anything you =

wight say should not be made publit for scme time you:can so state that and

RIE

a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honored by the Um.versity

of Georgia. - i -
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Cooper: No, :hif-;. is perfectly all ﬁght.

Cates: Well, I wish you would go..

Cooper: Most o :I.l: s public knowle
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Cates:
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Cooper: What isa“t, I don't think,=I do not think an would affect the’
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you want to in l:‘his area.

~
S

’w'll.l‘ ~.un!~.
DLW

Johnson called me attmy hometown in

Cooper: I remem'ﬁer when President

(4 IR

Somerset, Kentueky, where I had lefi for the weekend anﬂ asked me to be

171

on the Commissicii, and he told me tﬁat Senator Russell -would be the Democ

findings of the gamission. Z ;‘1’.
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Cates: Well, usgng... 0 7 -
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Cooper: But I wguld say firstg ell did nofiwant to go on the =
-

b o

Commission. I.._._I...I think you wowld l.t'r.e to know... = :
= = c
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Cates: Yes. c L £ =

Z 2 3 c

< = = =

%1 = = z

Cooper: Persoua_,l, things. .'-'_- = >
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Cates: Well, Iiant you to use youE.own good judgment din saying anything ;—
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tic member frmn_-r,he Senate. That led me, Very persuasﬂrely to also be a
member of the Cgmiseion, because I~ appreciated his pos:.l.tion and his judgm

Senator Russellg.ater told me that §e objected very st::tmgly to going on

oyl l1|ﬂ;

the Comission. -——He was very busy aznd also, to be franE, he said he did

=,

not care to serve under Justice [‘Ea:l Warren} But asélways, his sense of

—

duty and I thin15 patriotism and it ?as deep in him, 1e§ him, as he told me;:
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to override any pers:mal feelings and d what he thought r.ho President wanted

3
‘him to do and do wha: he thought ought

LI
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y be done for the d‘mml:ry. And it...

UIg(uv

swdias .that wadl‘one of his great qnalit:l.es, to rise ttE'What he thought
as the need of the ;mmtry. On the Cogn:l.ssion, which was '-;éade up of a...
our from the Congregja two from the Hot_:pe and two from theZSenal:e—two

IJ
publicans, two Demcrata—and Senatorﬁlusaell and myself '!‘rom the Senate,
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ongressman Boggs a@ Congressman Ford t_rom the Bouse—-and ;hen a distinguishedr
yroup of civilianms, grivate membeﬁMd then heatﬁd by Chief Justice=

arren. As a group Ee had no pre-;c ‘ tiohs. He di..ffered in many waysi-

f!'
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a to come , 1f we cou:ld, a common

= . ™

Judgment. But the:és.. .there were two C:Lssues in that inveBtigation which
—_ = =

again impressed me agout Senator Rusself_s And first may I say, he kept up
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iith that investigal:gon all the time. i';mn if he had nomi_étees which he had

l.'o attend, he ‘had a -representative therp. and staff and wheri;he came back you

SY

gould tell that he hﬁ,d read the evidenc’g He talked over all the facts. He

.Enew what had been dgne even when he waan t there. First, t—here was the
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estimony of Mrs. tl.e’e Harvey) Oswald Ehe wife and widow of Lee Oswald.

C
d when we heard b.e: testimony, the first and the second time, she was bereft

g g L

|r{('lh‘

d...and, of cours? a tragedy for he And I think she gtracted some sym-—

thy from the Com:Esion. Well, of cogrse, that sympathy gould be human natu

—_

ut Senator russell,xhe was not convinc&d that she had tulcb'the full truth

m* o ttllt 1’31 ‘“‘S“

HETHY IHH_| Al

ind all the facts al-:E did know. And hejtalked to me about:it. I had some-

> =
v'ihat of the same feﬁ.’ing, but again I mEst say he was the &ader .took the
;eaderslup in it. Aﬂd he said...he sugg_ested that we go dcﬁm to Dallas, Texa
gnd have her as a w:ﬂeness there. And wé would question hen; again. And we

e — —
did go. I think we nere there two days,_and on those two :days we questioned
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her very strenuoualy and his wasr the most powerful Exam:l.nat:lnn. He vas'.,
courteous, dggnified but never&ele.ss he searched gn: the truth. I wﬂl
say that we Eid not get from hez,any additional infgrmar.ion, but I alwags
believed l:hat:- Senator Russell tlﬁ»ught that she had §ome fact, not neces&aﬂly

=

that...that Et was anyone else b%t Lee Oswald respogp:l.ble, but...but that

he had some ﬁeeling that she haﬁ'nol: told all the f%ts. I think r.hal: Gas

born out in a(_—]statement he made :a; year or so ago infwhich he said, as I;

~J]

recall, he hﬁ not yet bee& at we had aEl. the facts. The

most compellmg position hﬁ took in miss:lon was this: there was-
-n———

a question oE'whether or mﬁ: the shot kh struck P’J:esident Kennedy or;
one of the s}g:ts, had...had passed through Governor ;_&John] Comnally of‘:ﬁ
Texas on the Eront seat. To...tu find that it had ﬁssed through both tivould
make the decieion somewhat easier.. in the time frame.:_r It wasn't conclusive.
And so therei first...an op:lnion by most of the Cmﬁission that we shoEgld
say that the $hot: passed throughchoth President Kenn-edy and Governor =
Connally. Gcwzernor Connally was«a very strong witnéss. I see now why Ee
has the prese%t opinion in the comtry that he's a vqﬂ strong man. He'E

L

a very strongjwitness. He saild cntegorically that

mﬂ‘. h]

knew it...that thg

first shot di%: not pass through 'E_-Lm And he...I remember he said, "I _

luo
1A

turned my heaﬂ. when I heard the q;_hot. It did come Fi'om the direction which

you have deciﬁed it came from be%auael m familiar with firearms. But aSa I
=

turned again !b the left, I felt :Ehe impact of another shot." Senator

v i

Russell just Raid "I'1l never sijn that report if..E_if...if this Commission

says categoriﬁally that the secor:d shot passed through both of them.

uls 'l

I agreed with,'-hj.m. I must say he;;had great influence with me, but I too,

1

have been imprhssed by Govermor (}m:mallzar and so the Cummission then did .

SlE

agree that, Ircannot recall the exact words, that wlﬁle there was eviden‘ce
".'.J
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that the same...thar the shot had passed through both Presfdent Kennedy and.. .~
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and Governor Carmalgy it was not conclusive. And with thatq why, Senator Rus é;ell

-\t'

‘won his point. I tE:I.nk he's correct. ghe other point was:at the end, and

this was more a mat:er of language thatg ‘of decision becausa everyone had

po.s TURY

agreed that from al& the evidence we h@ that we could fiyd only one person

padn

—who was...who was ao..could be charged &it:h the assasainat&m of President
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And...but again, there wﬁs the first cate-
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g reg®sin, no one@._el.se was connected

o) Auet
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with it, and again Senator Rusself g
)
s. But, we are nog...we...we..ma're not. . §#e/ cannot say':'that at some
cr-
pomt there may be lome other evidence in the future and ti:at we cannot
C

wholly oi the facts before
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ategorically closéﬂthe door to the fac:l:s that may arise.“_c He just said,

. "‘1

want to limit to whit we have ourselvesg' heard, we've searcied out all we coul

d st Adod qdures (Lo

l“n‘
-

pazl ‘"H'”'

Bl

done the best we co&ld and on the bas:lsl ‘of that we say thal Lee Oswald was
A-

the assassin but we—must not...we must:,say also that therecmay be facts whichZ’
3

are developed in the future but which we could not secureﬂwhich may show

osaad
o)

1H |d i

ALY )

or.herwise.‘ Now, l;i_mt last is probablx was just...said, ﬁll, anybody could
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have. said that but xaking in considera;ion his...his deteélination to inter- [/

“‘view Mrs. Oswald, éhe third time and vary strongly, and h:l'.'s strong position :_-

r—

~“on the question of ﬁﬁether the same sho"i— passed through bth President Kennedy-

1y

“and Governor Connally, I just feel theﬁe to show the strength of his mind, E

-the careful Judgmen‘ﬁ about testimony, Ehe limits... precisa limits, upon which—

it o

,we could base our gldgment. that is omwhat we had heard, j.t was an indical:lcn

—of the...of the caeble, capable, able_,and capable man of—a very strong mind

;of a very discrimipating mind, of a pojﬂerful determinatiag to be just, and

vl

Z1 came out of thatTsix or seven months=work feeling that I had been associated

“with a man who was_more...certainly mére able and pawerfui than anyone else ..

" on that Commission. And, well, and I thought more than anyone I'd known in




the Senate.
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Cates: Senator Cooper, did he have agy private ccmversaﬂons with you about

this aspect of a possible communist cﬁnspiracy, anything $hat you could

ff_ f-_-,-
S divulge at this tﬁne" 5 r;i %
- = e :_;
2 = g 2 9
= = = —
C Cooper: No, I think we...we...mentioded that in our repett. We found no =
= ¢ < =
= evidence of that at all. No, he neveg- did...he never dig..he never did 2
Z give any strenmgth Zo that idea. ) é 3
= 5 ~ = .
= r - 7
= Cates: Do you fee?. like perhapﬁr.he reason President Johnson wanted -
g = =
2 < =
ERussell on that Co!imission was @at he had fuch confitﬁnce in Russell =
. {1
§ that he felt like tha: it was almost like having himself gn the Commission? '§ 4
z i = 2 :
,';—'-Cooper: Oh, yes, Ee wanted him on there I'm sure first. hzcause of his... —
S'he knew his powerf&l mind and good ju&gment. And also I' m sure because :‘
E% < e
= " he believed that..;that with Senator Bjussell s presence o; the Committee =
£ 7 - =4
S it would give great credibility to the_:_; work and decision Bf the Commission. =
=) ~ = = o
= You know the Cnmi;sion was attached a'%d all kinds of...oi statements were <
= < &
"made about its work and...and I talkecEto him about that grom time to time, -
—-and he would kind é‘f laugh about that ,and say, "Well, I rgiad what those men ;
r, = - :'
;__have said, three of. four of them," buts he said, "They didﬂ'l: make any =
s = = =
‘Zindependent 1nvest13ation of their own— they just took oug work, the 5
< = =
= S =
7 Commission's work, _—_and picked holes imcit." And now he h&d...he had such =
= 5 = : =
=good sense, good j(glgment, such fairne'ss, too. = -
2 g g g 3
_Cates: Senator Cooper, this is an excellent example of hc:_w you worked with _
~Senator Russell. 'Ehe two of you worki.ng together on a prc_xjecc Can you :

-recall anything else that comes to nun-ci at this time of he_w you might have

worked together in. che Senate? I noti€e that at one time:you re...maybe
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