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INTERVIEWEE: Senator John Sherm4n Cooper 
	 ti 

a 	 = 
Cates: Hugh Estes. It's April the 29th, 1971. I'mcan the office of 

United StatesESenator John Shermalk Cooper. Senator cooper is a Republican 
--,  i;' 

 
C 

from the stat@ of Kentucky. Sen4;or Cooper, would ygn mind just stating: cil 
---, 	 =- 	 ' some of your recollections or te4ressions of the latE7Senator Richard v.)  

Brevard Russell

- 

? 
0 

Cooper: I firs

- 

t met Senatcrg,  Russell i 
.1  

te7. I was deElited twice a two-year 

erlied for 15 ye#6. times. I s 

- 1 , 	 - 	 ..:: ' n  his presence,rhis authority and has tremendous power:And influence in debate. C 	 =--  = 
- I'll just say 	commonplace, but It is correct that fie's always considered 

as an outstanding power, force inthe Senate. 

—. 	 6 	 = 

	

,-- 	 n 
--‹ 	 < 	 — Cates: Senator, excuse me, I didA't mean to interrulit you, sir, go ahead, sir. r 

7-* 
, 	 n Cooper: He wa often...I remembei the first...when 	first came here he .- n  

	

- 	 r. 
,  was very courious to me. He was2always very courteous to people. He 7 

.5  ,e.  would listen 66 their views, unless he...at times he2w

▪  

ould get a little tr.  - 	 _ 
irritated because they were so...We could tell he thanght they were very 

	

n 	 n prejudiced or 41ased in their views and were not objective. I was much -. 

	

n 	 =. n  interested in defense matters having served two years-on the Armed Servides 
5- 	 = 	 -. - -. 	 = 	 =--- Committee in '83 and '54. When, if ter development of sophisticated nuclgar y  J 

 
is 	

l 	 _ _ 
weapons where ft s so difficult tO understand what all these weapons were 

n ._,  
■ _ about, when yoorwere not on the CO]mittee. I would asst him, when he was') 

	

s 	 , 
.-• 	

= 
i-.7 ti7 	 = 	 n 
y 	 - _: 
r. 	 -75  

- 	 .. 

• 

1' 7 when I dame to the Senate fbr 

ve been back in the Senate sQeral 

like all 'senators knew him, from 

observing him..n the Floor of theEsenate, admiring hfM for his dignity, for 

ew 



r. 

= 	 _ 
= 	Chairman, if T - could come to theJt

▪ 

 essions when SecraFery of Defense gave,-. ,-- 
 

to the CommitEae his estimate of3he defense situations sometimes lastitig 

.7. 	two or three gays. He was always'-kind, always asked>ae to come in, and4 
 

• 	

was very gratiful for that. I assume the...the periad in which I had thi 
_ 

_ 	 = 	 = 	 4 =  r, • closest relatpnship with him was
c

S
-lwhen both of us sewed as a...membersbf F  

n r5 	 7-71 '-' 	the Commissioi to investigate the assassination of 13 !sident Kennedy, which, =.- 	 n. 	 , _• 
= 	 = 	 ./.:  

	

_ 	 - ▪ of course, wal:imore popularly knok as the Warren Commd.ssion. In that year .--.  C 	 .4 	
---J  ..7' 

 -: 	I did get-- 1$04--to know 	 see him in773
naction and in thou02t. = 	 n 	
= 

	

1  	
= - -.  

= 	 E 	 . 

	

ui 	 7,7  , z 	 m 	 y.. 	 ....• • Cates: Senator, could you 40, 	 in areas Of this investigatiql 
7.: 

maybe something that might tharms=ipdAtire insight inco the character of ,r6 , ... 	 = 	 .., Senator Russell? 	 ..-- 	 _ 
= 	 - 

H 	 2 .r.: 
= 	 - 
= 	 "-r 	 ..:7 	 ..= -  
..-.- 	 - 	 . 
= 	Cooper: Yes. c:That investigation =l- asted several monehs in 1964. He was= Z n 	 ::-..- 

	

F 	 - .7:% also busy in the Senate. It was an election year, and the investigation`'; .7: 	 = 
-4 	 4  took a great cgal of time of the ffiembers. There were-Aozens of witnesseh. 7.,  

•- 	 ,-: 	 -' 
_ dozens and dozins and dozens of papers we had to read, testimony given by,  ...., 	 , 

7:: -II other witnesses. which were taken #y members of the staff. And then the .77 ,...   
- 	 c 	 '-- 

Commission met-
:--, often. Our final lUdgment was unanimais but in making 

tell you some -af them I can. 	.7--- ..7., 	 .7. 
- 	 - --_ 
../:  - 	 - . Cates: Senator, I wish you would and I might say thfa and I don't know if -..  

= 	 _ 	 ...: 	 7_ ▪ it would go into this area or not?fbut if you feel 14te- if anything you - 	 . 

might say should not be made pub14.c for some time youzcan so state that and 
- 	 -- 

a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honored by the University 

of Georgia. 

X 	 n r•-■ 	 n 	 _ that judgment here were discussi4ps which brought out the strength of - 

mind, the judgment and authorityrad Senator Russell.:-  If you want me to: - 	 - 
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Cooper: No, thi:i is perfectly all right. 7 

▪ Cates: Well, I w

▪ 

 ish you would go..,- 
	 r. 

.7% 

- Cooper: Most ofit's public knowlec e... 

	

Cates: I wish yo
5- 	 0
u... 	 " 

Cooper: What isn't, I don't think, 	do not think anyw
4y would affect thez 

findings of the T-annaission. 

	

N 73 	 c. t.n 

r: 
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n < 	 C: _. 	 .5 
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Cates: Well, using... 	VI 
z.  

	

.__. 	 1..4 

	

,..., 	 'C 	 = 

	

Cc 	
n--- 

	

Cooper: But I would say firstq 	 osell did not want to go on the n 

	

0
= 
	

C 

	

...: 	 -m 

Commission. I.:J• ...1 think you wov.id like to know..
. 

 

111 
Cates: Yes. 	

_- 

Cooper: Personal things. 
	5 

-3 

Cates: Well, I;gant you to use yout.own good judgment 
n saying anything = a 	

a- 
- 

• you want to in this area. 	= 

	

. 	 - _ 

..; 
	 . 

= Cooper: I remeMber when President .1ohnson called me
 at:- my hometown in 

	

- 	 ' 	 m 

• Somerset, Kentucky, where I had left for the week
end sail asked me to be 

✓ 

._... 

.  — 	 (R. 	 m 	 _. 

= on the Commission, and he told me that Senator Russe
ll w- ould be the Democti- 

> 7 	 i 	 _ 
".  

-. 

• 	

tic member from the Senate. That le

▪ 

 d me, very persuasively to also be a - 

member of the Commission, because Ir.appreciated his pos
ition and his judgment. 

- - 	 m 

Senator Russellaater told me that A6 objected very str
o• ngly to going on 

'   

the Commission. -=He was very busy and als
o, to be frank, he said he did 

not care to serve under Justice [Pax]. Warren'. But as.;
:a• lways, his sense oE 

duty and I think patriotism and it yas deep in him, leg
 him, as he told me. 

2 

r. 

z-_ 



7 tio s We dilfered in many ways -,".. 
5 	 rj 

, if we could, a common 

7 	 = 5 	
_ -... 

'7.-- 	 - 
=to override any personal feelings and da what he thought t1 President wanted -. 
= 	 J 	

. 
5 	

..... _ 
Ilim to do and do what he thought ought leo be done for the country. And it... r-.  ("' 

../: 
:ias the need of the tOuntry. On the Ca4Mission, which was jade up of a... 
.7: 3- 2 	 ..... 	 .: =..- 	 T 
.dour from the Congre5p, two from the Hogse and two from thefSenate --two 	_ 
n c- 
^ 	 -0 	 15 	 74  

ro 
 

Republicans, two two DemOcrats --and Senator.;itussell and myself Tromthe Senate, 	., 

Congressman Boggs a Congressman Ford from the House--and hen a distinguished'. 

Fr 
group of civilians, 2rivate membeZ1rIPMMITT77124d then heade

▪ 

 d by Chief Justice= 

= , 	 _. 
1...I...I...that wa4:?one of his great qualities, to rise towhat he thought 	F.  -.. 	 _ 

R

▪  

arren. As a group we had no prenc 

'and we did go over testimony and 1, 

"judgment. But there s...there were twoC: 
 

issues in that instigation which 

	

 
. 	 = 

4- again impressed me ayput Senator Russel: And first may I say, he kept up . 	 _ 

iTiith that investigation all the time. AF;en if he had committees which he had x 

< 
he had a :representative them and staff and whenhe came back you 

	

X 	 7 	 7 
 

n cd," that he had read the evidences. He talked over 411 the facts. He 

	

-o 	 -, 
--- 

ad been dgne even when he waan't there. First, there was the 

....., 
.- 	 1= 

And when we heard her  testimony, the firs- t and the second time, she was bereft 
- 

'...'  ,- 
 

5nd...and, of course:; a tragedy for he .,?..

▪ 

 And I think she attracted some symr ,,7.F  = 

and all the 
- • 
hat of the _ 	

5 	 L. 	 - 
_ 
le- adership in it. And he said...he suggested that we go d6Wn to Dallas, Texas;.": 

-,- 	 -=. 

and have her as a wifiness there. And wi would question he ]again. And we 

.7 • 

to attend, 
f. 

could tell 

.knew what h 

r 
t

▪ 

 estimony of Mrs. ULee Harvey] Oswald, the wife and widow of Lee Oswald. 

- 	 n 
m; 

Aathy from the Commsion. Well, of course, that sympathy gould be human nature. 
,.-  

But Senator russell,:zhe was not convincid that she had toldTthe full truth 

facts OW did know. And he t

- 

alked to me aboutit. I had same- : 

same feeling, but again I mas- t say he was the feader...took the 

_ 	 '-- 	 - 
- 	 ..- 	 - 7-5 	 _. 
did go. I think we izere there two days and on those two :days we questioned 

J7 	 - 	 7:T e 	 , 	 : 	 a 
7 ' 	 , -.. 

r 



you have deciAed it came from be0w6eI'm familiar with firearms. But as- I 

r. 
- turned again ro- the left, I feltfi

- 

he impact of another shot."  Senator 
v.' 	 -=-. 	 n 

Russell just 'aid, "I'll never silm that report if..';

- 

if...if this Commid-sion 
.7., 
n 

says categoriially that the secont shot passed through both of them. 	v: 

= 
I agreed with h

- 

im. I must say Khad great influence with me, but I too; 
r. 	 .-  

.. 
have been impftssed by Governor Connally and so the Commission then did 

— 	 = 	 _ = 	 _ 
i-a 	 Le, 

agree that, Is-cannot recall the exact words, that wale there was evided
:
te 

= 

J 
her very strenuously and his wad; the most powerful Mtamination. He waii, 

courteous, dignified, but neveriheless he searched r the truth. I wl1l 

= 
say that we did not get from hetany additional info.rmation, but I alwaYs n 	 .=•-• 	 - 	 '! 

believed that-Senator Russell tlibught that she had some fact, not necessarily ... 
= F 

r 	 -  IJ 	 -,./ 
he had some peeling that she haenot told all the fts. I think thatCRas 

n 	 7 	 c4 - 	 _ 
= 

born out in /-statement he made a year 

recall, he hila not yet been, 

most compelling position hgitook in t 

a question ogwhether or milt the shot 

or so ago in -Which he said, as I_ 

at we had a-b. the facts. The ' 
77:" 

mmission lie

- 

s this: there was. 

h 	struck President Kennedy or 

one of the sigits, had...had passed through Governor John] Connally of 

r— 	
* Texas on the front seat. To. . . tii find that it had Assed through both would 

makethedec&onsomewhateasier_inthetimeframe:LIt wasn' t conclusive. 
8 

And so there' first...an opiniou.

▪  

by most of the CoOMission that we shoP

- 

ld 

say that the *hot passed througilAboth President Kennedy and Governor 

_ 	 -. 	 - 
Connally. Goiiernor Connally waste very strong witness. I see now why to 

() 	 7 
= 	 r-. 

has the present opinion in the country that he's a vejy strong man. He l  
--1 	

l:. 
 

r 

a very strong witness. He said categorically that he knew it...that til 
7g 	 n 	 = 

first shot inot pass through iim. And he...I remember he said, "I — 
 -= 

turned my head:when I heard the shot. It did come If= the direction which 
= 

that...that ft was anyone else bitt Lee Oswald respons

- 

ible, but...but titt 
' 

• 



- - 

:.tha t the same...thatthe shot had passevl through both President Kennedy and....:. 
_ 	 ...-  
= 	

4 

	

-, 	
... ...- 	

= 
= 

,:and Governor Connally it was not conclusive. And with thapry why, Senator Rus4-.A

- 

ll 
-./: 

6 	
= 	 ,,  

won his point. I think he's correct. the other point was>at the end, and 	n 
= 

	

= 	
_ 

-c 	 _. 	 n 
,this was more a matter of language thereof decision because everyone had 	r 

 
•-e 	 - .7.-, 

agreed  that from alt, the evidence we ha#, that we could fit only one person / 

	

=.'1' 	
..-_-. 	 --  

	

6 	 -. 	 I.) 	 7i 

▪ w

- 

ho was...who was ac..could be charged 	the assassination of President 

- c '-7Kennedy and that wad"..Lee Oswald. And.:but again, there wa

▪  

s the first cate- 
z 

- 
---J 

gorical statement tRat Lee Oswal 	 sin, no onen

▪  

else was connected 
_ 

i;with it, and again $e

• 

nator RusseiN 	 wholly oO the facts before 

	

G 	 ,..., 	 c --  
AD . 

 

.-us. But, we are nor...we...we..cme - re not.. 	
m 

cannot saythat at some 	_ 
J   

E 	 ... 	 (..n 	 -c 

	

. 	
, rm 

=point there may be some other evidence in the future and that we cannot 
= 	 . 	 = 

categorically close1the door to the facts that may arise. "= He just said, "I - 

	

n 	 v.. 

- 	 - 	 ..... 	 n 
..,- 	 _ 

' 
?done the best we cold 	 iiad and on the basi of that we say thai Lee Oswald was r',.: 
.• - 

x 	 7.4 	 _ 
n 	 1.-  

the assassin but we must not...we must_ ay also that therC may be facts which 
7 5  

,..- 	 .‹  
_:are developed in the future but which we could not securec,:which may show  
-:-,- 	 .:.-.•_ 	 - 	 , 

- 
7 	

_ 
= 

-otherwise." Now, that last is probably was just...said, WTill, anybody could 
.-. n 
k.... 	 .:.- 	 .L. 

=.have said that but Making in considerapion his...his determination to inter- -"  
n 	 - 

. 	 _ 

'..-.: view Mrs. Oswald, Gee third time and wiry strongly, and his strong position 
 = - - 

..- 
 

 

'onthe question of liEether the same short- passed through bofh President KennedT. 

= 	 - -..,- 
and Governor Connally, I just feel theie to show the strength of his mind, 

- 	 n 

the careful judgmeOi about testimony, he limits. . .precisf limits, upon which:- 
n -= 

`we could base ourK.Idgment, that is orb w

- 

hat we had heard,Eit was an indication 
- 
F 

.of the...of the callable, capable, ablafand capable man of-a very strong mind, 
- 

=

- 

of a very discrimina

▪  

ting mind, of a pOyerful determination to be just, and 
 _ 	 - 	 - 

_1 
..I came out of that-Tsix or seven months-work feeling thatrhad been associate 

- with  a man who was!more...certainly more able and powerful than anyone else 

on that Commission: And, well, and I'thought more than anyone I'd known in , 

• m 

want to limit to whit we have ourselveA; heard, we've searched out all we could, 



= the Senate.  
- 	 ..... 	 s 
= 	 r 	 = 	 ..--- 	 = 
= Cates: Senator Cooper, did he have any private conversations with you about

- 
 

• this aspect of a vossible communist conspiracy, anything that you could n   

	

7 	 - 
divulge at this tfMel • 

= 

..- 	 a  c.- Cooper: No, I think we...we...mentioRed that in our repOtt. We found no 

	

n 	 -7 -- • 	 r^ = evidence of that'it. all. No, he neve5-did...he never dictr...he never did 
E 	 . = 	 , 

...- 
_.:... give any strength ±o that idea. 	 z 

-= 

U: 

CD 

C 
•••-• 

r. 

= 
Cates: Do you feel like perhapsnthe reason Preside4.  Johnson wanted 

-5-Russell on that Comission was 	at he had 
tn 

uch confidince in Russell 

= that he felt like That it was almost like having himself 9n the Commission? "z 
r-• 

=Cooper: Oh, yes, 5e wanted him on there I'm sure first 14cause of his... 
• 

he knew his poweral mind and good judgment. And also I1:.1 sure because 
- 	 <  - 	

-. 
=... he believed that..7.7that with Senator linssell's presence 4-the Committee 

	

... 	 a 

	

./- 	 el 7.: 	 ,- 
:=. it would give great-credibility to the7 work and decision-of the Commission. 7 

	

_., 	 :,-,'_ 	 -- 
c 

= x You know the Commission was attached and all kinds of...of statements were r:
.:77.  
7 	 - 	 = 

y 	
— 
=-. 	 c 

made about its work and...and I talkedLto him about that from time to time,  
n 

= 	 - 	 — 	 - 
and  he would kind 61 laugh about thatand say, "Well, I read what those men 

.-- 

c
n 	 --  have said, three o r- four of them," butShe said, "They didn't make any 

- 	 =. '7 	 77. = 
'=•n independent investigation of their ovra they just took our work, the 
= 	 _ 

-77.   Commission's work,-and picked holes incit." And now he hnd...he had such 
=-. 	 - =, 	 n — =good sense, good judgment, such fairness, too. 	 _ ,.... 	 ...- 	 -

, 	 = 
- 

	

-.0' (-- 	 =  

Cates: Senator Cooper, this is an excellent example of haw you worked with ./: 	 — 

=Senator Russell. The two of you worki* together on a project. Can you 

	

4 	 - 
= recall anything else that comes to mina at this time of h67 you might have 
= 	 --.- 
,-,-worked together in:the Senate? I notiZe that at one timeyou're...maybe 


