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INTERVIEWEE: ::Senator John Shermaji Cooper  
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Cates: Hugh fates. It's April the 29th, 1971. I'aCin the office of 
0. 	 7- 	 0, 	 V) "3 	United States;Senator John Sherm40 Cooper. Senator Cooper is a Republican 
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from the state of Kentucky. Senaj:or Cooper, would yEn mind just stating: 1'1 	 ry)  
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	some of your 6collections or tmtessions of the late' Senator Richard vl  ;.--.. 
- 	 , _ 	 - . - 	Brevard Russell? 	 -  
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-.., Cooper: I first m 
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et Seuattft Russell ii 1 17 when I dame to the Senate f'or 7 	 Ul  t 	 z 	 S- 
- 	a two-year telJn. I was defElted twice 	I me been back in the Senate steral --..- 	 ■ 	 ':.r: 	 • 

times. 1 served for 15 yeafe.77=4;t1m like all 'Senators knew him, nom 
r I 1 
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observing hlm_on the Floor of th4:;Senate, admiring ha for his dignity, for 

his presence, Ms authority and las tremendous power a

- 

nd influence in daate. C. 	 = 	 _. 	
--. r. 

	

	 7: 	 n 	 5 	 - I'll just say9 commonplace, but It is correct that lie's always consideid 
0  

m  _--L- as an outstanding power, force liv,the Senate. 
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• Cates: Senatoi, excuse me, I didn't mean to interruft you sir, go ahea'1, sir. -7; 	 -  
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-..— 	 Cooper: lie wA1  often...I 	the first...when 1: first came here he ,..,  
 .,_. 

	

-- 	was very cour6ous to me. He was,„--always very courteti-us to people. He LI ,-. 
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-7- 	would listen 0 their views, unless he...at times he :mould get a little 
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:-..- . 	irritated becafise they were so..Se could tell he thcinght they were very 
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prejudiced or Viased in their vlefis and were not objective. I was much m

r) 
r, 	.... 

	

r, 	 -,- interested in defense matters having served two years7 on the Armed Servides  
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Committee In 'S3 and '54. When, Etter development ofr-sophisticated nuclgar ,-. . 	 _ 
_ 	 ..-. 	 _. 	 0 ..7 weapons where it is so difficult ttO understand what all these weapons were .... 
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about, when you. were riot on the COilmittee. I would ask him, when lie wasr)  
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her very strenuously and kis wag  the most powerful idXamination. He wag 
—1 

courteous, 4gnified, but nevertheless he searched 	r the truth. I wfll 

= 
believed that-Senator Russell dibught that she had Some fact, not necessarily „.:   
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that...that E 	 A t was anyone else 	t Lee Oswald respoTible, but...but that 
1 , 	 ,, 
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he had some feeling that she haCnot told all the fasts. I think that Etas 
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recall, lie hi"9 not yet been 	 lot we had aTa the facts. The 
_ 	 7T 
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most compellLhg position Nyitook in tl ammission fies this: there was, 

r •..  • own- 
i':. 

a queslion oPmhether or nal the shot h 11 struck Fresident Kennedy or'" -3- 	 . 	 ,J., ., 	 .  - 	-, 	 r  _ 
one of the shpts, had...had

1 
 passed through GovernorlJohn] Connally of -3 ,-,-: = 	 n • - 
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Texas on the front seat. To...to find that it had based through both would 
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make the decteion somewhat easier.in the time frame:1. It wasn't conclusive. 
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And so there' first...an opiniou. by most of the CoMildssion that we shoPd 

say that the (shot passed througlAoth President Kennedy and Governor 
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Connally. Governor Connally wasr•a very strung witriSs. I see now why fie
-. 	 - 
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has the preseAt opinion in the country that lie's a vety strong man. Hi.e t  

'-'  
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a very strong:w1tness. He said sgtegorically that he knew it...that thF,  
= 	 71 	 n  
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first shot did not pass through Gin. And he...I remember he said, "I __ 
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., 	 -.5.  r- 	 7. 
turned my head. when I heard the shot. It did come 11.6m the direction which 

= 	 - you have deci$ed It came from bej,iuseI'm familiar with firearms. But as%I. 
7: 	 'T 	 - 

turned again Tb the left, I feltahe impact of another shot." Senator ' 
../": 	 n- 	 r. 
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 ._• Russell just said, "I'll never siin that report if..if...if this Commission _ = 	 ..72. 	 -- :-. - 	 :7 r 	 - 	 _  

says categoririally that the second shot passed throllih both of them. 	1;  
-4-  

I agreed withhim. I must say hgthad great influence with me, but I too,. 
1-1-) 	 -.. 	 = 	 ..:_. -.... ,, 

have been impressed by Governor C4nnally and so the Commission then did _. 
•- 	 = 	 ___ 

n 	 7:: 5- 	 rm agree that, Ircannot recall the exact words, that while there was eviderfce ,  
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say that we did not get from herE any additional inf9xmation, but I alw4Ys 
'e 

7 ' 
born out in if-statement lie made 	year year or so ago inTiahich lie said, as L 

-74* 



	

, 	 - 
= 	 _ 

	

-.. 	. 	 , 
ZAllattliesame...thatOe shot had passed through both President Kennedy and...=- 
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wand Governor Connally it was not conclusive. And with that4 why, Senator Rusgli- ll 
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-won his point. I tfilnk he's correct. 4-he other point was.;st the end, and 
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this was more a matter of language thal]of decision because
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 ; everyone had 	- 
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;-l agreed that from alE,
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the evidence we hq, that we could filid only one person i 
n 	 -z--- 	 - 

	

-. 	 -1 
::_iidio was...who was a2..could be charged4 cith the assassivat4on of President 

 Y.. 

'<Kennedy and that wad:Lee Oswald. And.::but again, there 14s the first cate- -, 
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9gorical statement tnat Lee OswalctiMulnrms.sin, no one 	 d- _ 	 oelse was connecte -1  
= 	 E • 	 Cr,   
iDwith it, and again Penator Russe.0.1 	 wholly op 	

. 
the facts before  

k.ID  
'us. But, we are noK...we...we..twe' re not.. 	cannot saythat at some 
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Epoint there may be some other evidence in the future and tat we cannot 
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=categorically close1the door to the facts that may arise."= lie just said, "I _ 
s 	 IT:  _ 	n-, 	 = 	
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c.iiant to limit to whit we have ourselveheard, we've searched out all we could, 
_ 

?done the best we could and on the basii.of that we say than Lee Oswald was 

..f. 	 n . 
"the assassin but we-must not...we must-say also that there 	be facts which 

..- 
-are developed in the future but which ye could not secure,,;which may show 
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..otherwise." Now, that last is probablx was just...said, Hell, anybody could 
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view Mrs. Oswald, Ghe third time and very strongly, and his strong position =-- 
.7_-.  

' (Male question of whether the same shOi
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 lpassed through both President KennedT, 

•,- 
and Governor Connally, I just feel thel- e to show the strength of his mind, 
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=the careful judgment about testimony, Ihe limits...precis limits, upon which.:.- 
n 	 ---3 	
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we could base our pdgment, that is onswhat we had heard,:iit was an indication 
n 	

7-- 

5:)f the...of the callable, capable, ablefand capable man of 7a. very strong mind, 
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sof a very dlscriminiting mind, of a pdyerful detensinatiob to be just, and 
 - 	 _ 

• came out of that7slx or seven months-'work feeling that i had been associated 

-with a man who was-mote...certainly mare able and powerful than anyone else 

on that. Commission: And, well, and I'thought more than anyone I'd known in 
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.have said that but :taking in considerapion his...his detealnation to inter- ,- 
- - 	 .  


