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INTERVIEWEE §Se nator John Shema-:p Cooper = =
g F Z . g

Cates: Hugh Sates. It's April Ehe 29th, 1971. I'min the office of =
G w2

(£
United States:,Senator John Shem@ Cooper. Senator ﬁooper is a Republican

$31

from the stata of Kentucky. Seng:or Cooper, would yg.l mind just stating:

l

some of your Qecollec:inns or :l.méesaions of the latE: Senator Richard %
Brevard Russen" - % 5
= 32 o

8 S ' = 5.
Cooper: I figst met Senal:dt- Russell i 197 when I Came to the Senate for
= r <A

— :

3 -
a two-year tem. I was de@ated twice ve been bgck in the Senate sé‘."neral

times. I serged for 15 yea‘Ps like all 'Eenat:ors knew him, g-om

observing him.qn the Floor of théJ:Senate., admiring hﬁn for his dignity, %or
o 5 & =

his presence,‘?ds authority and h.‘..s tremendous power: and influence in de_jate.

S

c
I'11 just aayz commonplace, but g’_t is correct that Fe's always consider:}.d

lll

as an ou:stangng power, force insthe Senate.
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Cates: Senatoé, excuse me, I didA’t mean to 1nr.errup'3: you, sir, go aheaQ sir.

-
(]

Cooper: He ua? often...I remembe.;? the first...when Igfirsl: came here he>

0 sU0
A
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was very courtigous to me. He was® always very courteons to people He

U0

&%

would listen ca their views, unlezs he...at times he ;would get a little
:'J"

irritated becgse they were so...be could tell he thngghl: they were verys
E

131U o)

prejudiced or F:[.ased in their viet?s and were mnot oquctive. I was much
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interested in defense matters having served two years on the Armed Services

] I

Committee in '53 and '"54. When, #ter development oifsophistical:ed nucl?gr

weapons where
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about, when you him, when he was

[F

were not on the C@nittee. I would
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: z
'Chairman, if “! could come to the J&:e:els:i.cm:eu when Secrecary of Defense gave=-

fu

to the Ccrm:LI:Eee bhis estimate of;he defense situal:iu.‘;m sometimes 1ast1ng
two or three gays. He was alwayikind always asked: _.me ‘to come in, andﬁ
was very grat&ul for that. I asmme the...the perigd in which I had :hﬁ
closest relat@nship with him was-mhe.n both of us seﬁed as a...members ~bf
the Comiss:log to irvestigate thacassassination of PEsident Kennedy, wﬂIch

of course, waﬁ'more popularly lcncﬁ. as the Warren Comglasion. In that year

I did get—— ‘l”&—to know : see him :Lnr.action and in thougl_u:.
: é E. 7
@ z z
Cates: Senal:cn:, could you é.p T ckrtgin aréas ¢f this investigatiqn
maybe somel:h:l.qg that might Qh-—-i“d'-’- insight i.n;-ct the character of J
a3 =
Senator Russel:l_? C ,.':-' £
- E“_-_ = a3
™ . 5 = 2
Cooper: Yes. CThat investigationslasted several monEhs in 1964. He wasz
Z =
also busy in the Senate. It was ln election year, an.'ﬂ the invesl::l.gationE

took a great éal of time of the gembers. There were~ dozens of witnesses.
-

1

a
other witnesse.s. which were taken Ey members of the :a.ff. And then the ;_'-‘

Commission meb;coften. Our final _g.ldgment was manimqﬁs but in making

that judgment £here were discussi.@us which brought ou,t the strength of

L

miud the judg,ement and authoritymf Senator Russell.” If you want me toz

tell you some ?f them I can.

[
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Cates: Senat a:x.{ I wish you wouldrand I might say thrq and I don't know

)

it would go info this area or noté‘but if you feel liﬁe if anything you

uﬂq] Ve

might say shou};,d not be made publi!c for scme time yotcan so state that apd
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a time seal would be put on it.
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Cooper: No, thii is perfectly all Eighl:.

= = =
= z = z
3 iy = =
Cates: Well, I ¥ish you would g0..Z = e
: =2 - e c
= = B =
o = = B
Cooper: Most uf:-it: s public k:nowle@e... = =
5 5 7 =
Cates: I wish ygu... S § e
(7] =2 =] =
o < [ 3
o < 2 e
Cooper: What isa' t, I don't think, __H do not thiok anyugy would affect thes~
= 3
findings of the gomission. '
o —
4 S
Cates: Well, ué.ug... t.ﬂ
o,
g 2
Cooper: But I wguld say f:l.rstx; 11 did not*want to go on the

Commission. I....I...I think you wo\r_ld 11ke to know..

Cates: Yes.

TAINN It

Cooper: Pe rsonal things.

LIS

own good judgment' saying anything

Cates: Well, Iiant you to use yo

-
you want to in this area.

ML) .mugxdn.\ Siylaayau 'pﬂllll!.lﬂl uoissiuad ss

K2 Jo sun!\._ﬁuud I8N Yy a3pu
oS duda A I0) pasnpoad e Adoa WIS S (LO1DS

Cooper: I remen'ger 'whe.n President EI ohnson called me at:my hometowu in
Somerset, Kentu:;-ky. where I had lefs for the weekend and asked me to be ‘:_;
on the Commissio:, ‘and he told me t?at Senator Russell :ould be the Democ mf
tic member from;;he Senate. That ].ed me, very persuasﬁrely to also be a r:;.-
member of the Cgmiss:lou, because I"appreciated his position and his jud _:nl:.
Senator Russellgater told me that ﬁe objected very st:bngly to going on F'%

the Commission. ...He was very busy and also. to be franE' he said he did

I

!

not care to serve under Justice [Ea:l Warrenl But as@].ways, his sense o

)

duty and I th:l.n; patriotism and it (;';as deep in him 1e§ him, as he told m%—r
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to override any persqnal feelings and dg what he thought ths President wanted
3 s ~”‘

im to do and do wha; he thought ought ‘Eo be done for the c_'mmtry. And it...

.I...I...that waﬂone of his great qual.ttie.s, to rise l:o;'whar. he thought

.
.

s the need of the ;bmtry. On the Cognisaion, which was ;nade up of a...
our from the Congre&s two from the Hoge and two from th&?Senate—t:wo

publicans two Demgcrats—and Senatorﬁussell and myself ’n-om the Senate,

(I.F- SN B VARRTILH ENYIRT TS BT AR

ongressman Boggs an@ Congressman Ford t'iam the House—and ;h.en a distinguished

-—..
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Zroup of civilians, grivate memherg Md then hea«ﬁd by Chief Justice

n

?an:en. As a group ae had no pre-uc : tiohs. H’e djgfered in many waysg
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to comeltd, if we couid, a common
'I':

udgment. But there?s...there were two 1ssues in that :anegtigation which

[ RH (S T

[ 5]

ain impressed me about Senator Russel;[ And first may I say, he kept up

13U

l:h that invastigabgou all the time. Eﬂ!n if he had com::_r,,tees which he had

ﬁl\l

o attend, he had a -representative there and staff and when:he came back you
-

u.ld tell that he hEF read the evidencq He talked over all the facts. He

d

new what had been ctgue even when he wa;n t there. F:Lrst. t:;here was the
T

estimony of Mrs., [I.;e Harvey) Oswald r.'he wife and widow of Lee Oswald.

AL O] | aanpe il

qgn |m WU tgsl po

C
d when we heard hei' testimony, the first and the second l:ime, she was bereft

l,_

&nd. . .and, of cOursé" a tragedy for hel:t And I think she gtracted some sym- <

thy from the Comﬁsion. Well, of coqﬂ—rse. that: sympathy gould be human natuze.

Il 'E’ l”i

B ut Senator ruasel].;b‘he was not convincéd that she had l:old:r'the full truth

and all the facts sh€ did know. And he’talked 5 e about_’it. I had some—
>

713: of the same fqul.‘ing, but again I must: say he was the &ader...took the

j ]
AL B L H T

y )L

Ieadership in 1it. Amd he said...he sugg_ested that we go dcﬁm to Dallas, Texas.,,

I

and have her as a w:nmess there. And w&’ would question her; again. And we

=
I think we "n:r;':ere there two days: and on those two :days we questioned
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her very strenuously and his Ha.sr the most powerful §xamination. He was:,

courteoua, ngnified but never&eless he searched _?_pt the truth. - I wﬂl
say that we Ea'.d not get from he:z, any additional infg,rmation. but I alwqgs
believed l:hal:.. Senator Russell tlﬁught that she had &ome fact, not neceaﬁarlly
that...that E: was anyone else b%t Lee Oswald respogible, but...but that

he had some &eling that she had:_not told all the facts. I think that (!as

npi/

born out in ar_;statement he made 3 3 year or so ago in-wh:lch he said, as L

recall, he h@ not yet bee‘g‘ at we had ag. the facts. The ;
most cumpell:;pg position bg took in mmission i?'a's this: there wa.s';
-v—-———

a question ogwhether or n'd:l: the shot Fh struck Fres:[dent Kennedy or_
<
one of the slé‘ts, had...had passed through Govemor g‘_Jobn] Comnally of‘=

Texas on the front: seat. To...to find that it had &ssed through both SOuld

make the dec:&gion somewhat easienin the time frame.- It wasa't concluséve.
Z =

And so there'® .g first...an opin;tot_l.by most of the Co:ﬁxission that we shofild

I

say that the .’;ho: passed nhroughrboth President Kemedy and Governor =

Connally. Go-varnor Connally wasq very strong wil:néis. I see now why ﬁe
o ,-
has the preseﬁt opinion in the cou.ntry that he's a vqg;y strong man. He' s

do

.'I

a very strong.‘_)aitness._ He said cnl:egorically that he knew it...that thg

first shot dﬂlﬁ not pass through E‘Lm And he...I re.member he said, "I

AL

turned my hea.d- when I heard the q;hot. It did come fi-om the direction wh

(s

ch

1

you have deciﬂed it came from bee%alﬁe]: m familiar wi!h firearms. But asﬂ I

turned again !‘b the left, I felt :f:he impact of another shot." Senator

B X P

\

Russell just ?aid "I'll never sﬁn that report if..?_.'if...if this Commission
says categoriaally that the secumi shot passed throu&h both of them

I agreed wit:h,’.him. I must say lu;;had great influem:g with me, but I too

) (nR g

have been imptéssed by Governor Cnnnally and so the Cum:l.ssion then did

agree that, I-fcannot recall the exact words, that while there was evid
= .

"0,
s.unﬁban.
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the Senate.
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Cates: Senator Cuoper. did he have agy private conversauons with you about

this aspect of a pnssible communist cdnspiracy. anything.;tha: you could
divulge at this t:ﬁqe?

—

21110 uonm
190 SUaY)

(2]
Cooper: No, I l:h_tnk ve.,.we.,.mentio ed that in our repogt. We found no

" evidence of that ab all. No, he neve did...he never d:lcE..he never did

"|IpIAY

giva auy strength :to that idea,

wpad s

Cates: Do you feeg. like perhap;'fithe reasonfthay Preside& Johnson wanted
75 [ |

/{Ll PASHI0) Sue ul paanpoadal iy

that he felt like tha: it was almosl: like having him.self gn the Commission?
C "_

Cooper: Oh, yes, Fe wanted him on l:hére I'm sure first bcgcause of his,..

‘he knew his pwerf&’l mind and good jufgment. And also I' ;n sure because

= ":
he believed chat..‘_that with Senator @msell S presence o; the Committee

wl pazeoy cun ue

U,

it would give greac. credibility to ther work and decision -ﬁf the Commission.

You know the Cumi:sion was attached and all kinds of...oi statements were

made about its work- and...and I talkecE.:o him about that grom time to time,

[Ll (&

| W

—~and he would kind SI laugh about tha: ,and say, "Well, I r?_ad what those men

have said, three o:. four of them," hus he said, "They didfi't make any

“H"l

independent inveatigation of their cwn;;_ they just took oug work, the
. %

=

Ly

: > z 5 |

ZCommission's work, —and picked holes in;._’il:.“ And now he had...he had such
good sense, good judgment, such fairneia, too.

NI
npoada

Cates: Senator Cooper, this is an excellenl: example of huw you worked with

wane_nsu Sue
RITIRY

-Senator Russell, 'l:he two of you world;ng together on a prgject. Can you -

~recall anything else that comes to min? at this time of hqw you might have

DL IpU: a0

cn:ked together in the Senate? I not:I{Ee that at one t:l.ne,_you re...maybe

T o s
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r.hat the same...:hat.- the shot had passesl through both Pre.sfdeut Kennedy and...-

and Governor Connalg it was not concluaive. And with I:halh why, Senator llusé:gll

: (l'ul |

e TR

‘won his point. I I:E:Lnk he's correct. =l'he other point was)al: the end, and

1nnj

this was more a matber of language thag of decision becausn everyone had

|)(l|d3|

agreed that from alg’ the evidence we h@ that we could f:lﬁ only one person
N

—who was...who was as:..could be charged X ﬁith the assa.ss:l.nat&on of President

Padn

Al

'“Kennedy and that was Lee Oswald. And..—;-bu: again, there wﬁs ‘the first cate-

1420 8] .’.l)-"-'l"lS Pty

ULy

Zgorical statement t&t Lee Oswal sin, no onegelse was connected;

;’; ith ic, and again 3enator Russai;i‘ wholly a; the facts before :
a % © =
““us. But, we are nos...we...we..me re not.. cannot say:that at some =
= [
Zpoint there may be :aome. other evidence in the future and t:hat we cannot i«
E C
[ =
Scategorically close'—‘-'che door to the fac:s that may arise.'— He just said, "I _
= . o~
Swant to limit to wh;_: we have ourselveﬁ'heard we've searcﬁed out all we could,
ZFdone the best we cm<ild and on the basim of that we say tha-:&_ Lee Oswald was ,'_;
7 »- :
“the assassin but we—musl: not...we must::;say also that therecmay be facts whichZ’

—_.l
are developed in the. future but which we could not aecuregwhich may show

:ll.‘i.lﬁ'

ll'[Ll ot

~otherwise." Now, tgat last is probablx was just...said z{éll anybody could

MUK

RETIIN

have said that but xaking in cousideraﬁlon his...his detesninat:lon to inter- 7

"view Mrs. Oswald, t}te third time and ver? strongly, and h:Es strong position

e
“on the question of viﬁether the same sho";'é- passed through bth President Kenned r;

(8]

Y

aud Governor Connally, I just feel l:he.ﬁe to show the stre'rfgth of his mind,

]

the careful Judgmen‘E about testimony, ihe l:bnil:s...precisp limits, upon which—

e e

“‘we could base our ;[udgmeut, that is ou:what we had heard, :j.l: was an indication

of the...of the caggble. capable, able‘,and capable man of-—a very strong mind

o

of a very discr:{.minating mind, of a pdjverful del:erminatioﬁ to be just, and

. |ll L]

ZI came out of that—six or seven months™ “'work feeling that ?had been associate’a

.I

uith a man who was‘more...certainly mo.x_:e able and powerfu; than anyone else o)

" on that Commission. And, well, and I‘thought more than anyone I'd known in -
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In addition, grom carefully ning the ll.ttrc'}muo the
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ttaq@r occurred, I = convinced that ;ny parksman uq;nq £xom
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