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n, 	 c 	 > 	 - INTERVIEWEE: 
3  
=--Senator John Shermaji Cooper 	 7",  - 
- 	 = 	 = 

Cates: Hugh Tiates. It's April the 29th, 1971. I'mCin the office of 
g 	

V2 United States5Senator John Sherm4 Cooper. Senator ?ooper is a Republian 
o (P , 	

....3 - from the statn of Kentucky. Senator Cooper, would ygil mind just stating: v) 
.:-..-. 

some of your &collections or imps̀ essions of the latESenator Richard :•") 

,-. • times. I served for 15 yeaf6. 	sew 5 II like all 'senators knew him, from  
m _ 	observing him_on the Floor of th4;Senate, admiring him for his dignity, for 
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. n 	 _ 	 . = 
his presence,rWis authority and his tremendous power and influence in de1ate.  N  

	

z 	 n 	 m; 	 -m.. n I'll just say commonplace, but Nt is correct that se's always considetnd , < 	 .7..• 	 n • 7-= 	 - 
--..-, 	

rr. 	 m 	 . as an outstanding power, force it the Senate.  
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< 	 •-< • Cates: Senator, excuse me, I didn't mean to interrupt you, sir, go ahead, sir. n 
--z 	

8' 	 =, 7-: 	 C)  n 	 , 	 n • Cooper: He wa often...I remembet,  the first...when :first came here he5 

	

7,- 	 g-  
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,=".. 	was very courtRous to me. He wasalways very courtedUs to people. He 

•■•■ 

..7 	

.... 
- would listen Co their views, unleigs he...at times heNould get a little 7.! r7 
n :r. 	 m- 	 m  irritated because they were so...&

* 
 could tell he thought they were very  

- 
7; 	 7:. 	 m- n • prejudiced or Viased in their vie4s and were not objective. I was much q.  

	

:.,-) 	 5-- 	 r.  = 

	

r; 	 .; interested in defense matters having served two years7on the Armed Servides 

	

 m 	 - , 	 g- -... • Committee in 'S3 and '54. When, ffter development oe-sophisticated nuclFar z  

	

. 	
_ weapons where it is so difficult LO understand what ail these weapons were _.• 

,.._ 
n - z_.  •-. about, when yop-were not on the Cq1mittee. I would ask him, when he wasil 
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- Brevard Russell? 	 -  
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1 	 . = 	 n  = 	 El Cooper: I first met Senatac Russell i. 1 7 when I dame to the Senate f'for 
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M. 	 M - a two-year term. I was deffated twice 	ve been back in the Senate saeral -7. -, 	 . • 	
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Chairman, if ir could come to the sessions when SecreF

>
ery of Defense gay*, 

= 
to the CommitEe

• 

e his estimate of S

- 

he defense situations sometimes lasti6g 

two or three 0.e

• 

ys. He was alwaysfAind, always asked ire to come in, and 

was very gratiful for that. I ass

- 

ume the...the periqo-,:  in which I had the 
= 	 5 	 ." 	 7- 

. 

— 	 0 	 ....J 	 0 
closest relatfpnship with him wasnwhen both of us sefed as a...membersbf 

	

;--.. 	 — 
G  CA 	 = 	 Zi 

the Commissioi to investigate theassassination of P-'esident Kennedy, which, 
n E 	 •:/: 

of course, wa

• 

more popularly kook as the Warren Comajission. In that year 

	

.4 	 ..,, o ..... 
I did get-- 1134--to know 	 see him inaction and in thought. 

n 	 .4 	 7. 	 =. ..• 	 '.-.A 	 .7... 	 . 
'• = ,  _.• 

Cates: Senatat, could you 4.0 	 in areas of this investigatig@ 
73. 	 v10 	 = 	 _. 

i 
maybe somethiqg that might oh 	insight into- the character of ',-.: 

Senator Russell? 	 c 	 z. 
n 

- 	 = , 	 - 
-3 

• Cooper: Yes. CThat investigationSlasted several monals in 1964. He was 
Z 	 n 	 _- 

also busy in the Senate. It was an election year, aria the investigation;  
7 	 , 	 —, 

took a great 41a1 of time of the (embers. There were-Aozens of witnesses. 
  --; 	 = 

dozens and dozens and dozens of papers we had to read, testimony given by:,  
r-, 	 z  
 E. 	

- 
	 4-: 

-r! 	 ,- 
other witnesses which were taken 	members of the staff. And then the n ,.,   

- Commission metCoften. Our final Di

- 

dgment was unanimnis but in making --, 
=  n 	 -  

there 
 

that judgment V 	were discussi.ns which brought our the strength of 
= 7. 	 •-• 	 ,.< 
- -7. 

mind, the judgement and authorityrFinf Senator Russell._ - If you want me to: 

..  
:-... 	tell you some ..f them I can. ". 
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Cates: Senator

li.  , I wish you would and I might say this and I don't know ft 
 

_ 	 ..= .7. 	 — 
_;- it would go into this area or noty but if you feel li#e if anything you ,:-';- 

- 

might say should not be made public for some time youl-can so state that and 
• 

• a time seal would be put on it. And it would be honored by the UniversiEY 
-1 

of Georgia. 	 J. 

".; 



z Cooper: No, this is perfectly all right.  
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Cates: Well, I wish you would go..< 	 — 
- 

(-- ".c.  

= 	 n 	 < 	 .- 	 C: = Cooper: What isA't, I don't think,a do not think anyw4y would affect the ,-.. ..-.: ..... 
z findings of the ommission. 	 z 	 z...4 ,.., 

1:3 
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z Cates: Well, using... 	tr
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= 	 I: 
= Cooper: But I would say firsto 	 ell did notfwant to go on the r. = 	
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Commission. I.:.I...I think you would like to know... = 	 ‘.‹ = 

i'. 	 _ 

	

o 	 =7 	 > 	 f.-.. - Cooper: Most of7:Eit's public knowleie... 	 _ 
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Cates: I wish yo5. 
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 Cates: Yes. C 	 ,_. 	 r. 	 _ 

	

Z 8 	 = 	 ,--"." _ z... 	 - 	 .:-.  

n Cooper: Persona} things. 	 = = 

	

z 	 r .., : 	 7.-- = 	 - 

Cates: Well, I,ant you to use youi.own good judgment'-in saying anything '''. 0- 
4: ..--  

	

- 	 2 you want to in this area.  

	

.7. 	
-. ..... 

:.-_- ..- 
Cooper: I remesther when President Pohnson called me army hometown in 

	

s 	 , 	 = 
Somerset, Kenturky, where I had left for the weekend anA asked me to be 

	

,r-' 	 7-.. 	 =... 
-.:.: on the CommissidA, and he told me tfiat Senator RussellPkould be the Democia->

s-,  ..7-  tic member from 3 he Senate. That led me, very persuasively to also be a - 
_ 
•-. 

member of the Co3xmission, because r=appreciated his position and his judgment. 

	

= 	 ..,.. z
-  Senator Russellgater told me that A.e objected very strongly to going on .a - z 	

- 	 1-  -_r the Commission.1.;He was very busy and also, to be franc he said he did  . - 	 - 

	

r7. 	 = 	 .--.. 
not care to serve under Justice [Eakl Warren]. But as.,,-always, his sense Of 

duty and I think patriotism and it as deep in him, leg him, as he told 11:4 
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- 	 7 io override any persunal feelings and du what he thought the
7,- 

 President wanted ' 
= 	 J 	 5 lim to do and 	what he thought ought tb be done for the ditgu

- 

ntry. And it... e- -. 	 -..r.  _ ._,7  
1...I...I...that waS2nne of his great qualities, to rise ta?:What he thought  _ = EL 	 ../: 74as the need of the 3buntry. On the ColIission, which was fade up of a... 	_ 

= , el 
✓ our from the Congr4p, two from the Home and two from thefSenate--two 	- 2 	 c._ 	 N , 	 .c) 	 7:: n 	 r- Republicans, two Democrats—and Senator:75tussell and myself tYomthe Senate, 7.: 

• • 	
4 Congressman Boggs aid Congressman Ford from the House--and ;hen a distinguished] .----- 	 - 

-• 
• -a 	 -- 

3udgment. But ther0s...there were two issues in that invO4tigation which 	.„.- .. 	 _.: 	 C: 	 _ 
,-.. 	 --. 1-. again impressed me about Senator Russel. And first may I say, he kept up 

.-- 
rt 	

. 	 - with that investigation all the time. Fiver if he had camm4tees which he had ;... •7:- - --1 	 n 	 - .--. 

, 
testimony of Mrs. LLee Harvey] Oswald, the wife and widow of Lee Oswald. 7._ 	 0 J 

...-1 	 = = • 	 s....• 	 .... 	 5: 	 , And when we heard he testimony, the first and the second time, she was bereft _• 	 fl 	 - . and...and, of course-1-  

- 

a tragedy for hens And I think she aitracted some sym- ,-7,:7  
--, -=.  - _• 	 =..- 	 -- 
arse , kathy from the Commtqion. Well, of course, that sympathy would be human nature. ti _ 

Hut Senator russell,Xhe was not convincgd that she had toldthe full truth n ,.. 	 _ 	 =... 
and all the facts stii• did know. And he talked to me aboutjt. I had some- 	.7. 

_ 	 - h

- 

at of the same fel:ging, but again I mast say he was the eeader...took the - - 	 17 = 	 .7. 	 (.. 
leadership in it. Aid he s'aid...he suggested that we go ddin to Dallas, Texa4 

, 	 - 	 • 

...-- ..• a

- 

nd have her as a wiliness there. And wEi would question hei3again. And we  •., ...... 	 r- 
---.1 did go. I think we sere there two days-and on those two days we questioned 1 _•  n 	 z  -- 	 - 	 n ✓ '71 	 • • 	 r -_- 	

= 	 - _ 	
.r. 	 = " 7:/' 

r, 	 -- _ 	
,- . 	 , 

(.7 group of civilians, 2rivate membeEAMM777777144d then head;d by Chief Justice:;-' 
- 	 ■••• 

	

W

▪  

arren. As a group i-e had no pre-lc 	 do s. We differed in many waysi:.. 
C7 	 .. AD 	 .7 	 r, 

- -.   

	

and we did go over testimony and tt, 	 , if we couid, a common = 	 :A 	
-n. 	 r• 

< 	 - 
10 attend, he had a :representative there: and staff and when=he came back you -- '..:   

could tell that he had read the evidentg. He talked over ail the facts. He 
-R 

knew what had been done even when he wasn• 't there. First,tbere was the 
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her very strenuously and his va; the most powerful Ziamination. He vas~,  > 	 _ m- . courteous, dEgnified, but nevertheless he searched r the truth. I will .... 
= 

say that we did not get from heCany additional ini.srmation, but I alv#s A 
believed that_. Senator Russell thbught that she had gome fact, not neceigarily = 	 5 	 , ,..., 

	that 
that...that Lt  was anyone else at Lee Oswald respogible, but...but that n 

	 , 
--■ he had some fe

▪  

eling that she hadnot told all the fts. I think thatmas 
:n 

born out in il-statement he made a year or so ago in;i

▪  

7hich he said, as I, I.  , 
recall, he hp not yet beep., 	 at we had 4!1 the facts. The .... hp 
	 .1 	 , „ most compelling position hi took in t 	mission CFAs this: there vas, 

..:-.. 	 q:::  a question ogvhether or ud1 the shot h 	struck President Kennedy or '..c.  J. , 
one of the stFpts, had...had passed through Governor John] Connally of -77, 
Texas on the -front seat. To...to

C 
 find that it had Assed through both would r7 

make the decision somewhat easiez in the time frame 

• 

It wasn't conclusive. Z 	 (D' 	 g- 	 _̂ 7:, 	 n, 	 _ And so there 5i, first...an opiniou. by most of the Coiglission that we shoPld — - 
say that the *hot passed through both President Kennedy and Governor 
Connally. Gwie

- 

rnor Connally was;'"a very strong witness. I see now why Re 0 	 7 	 , 
has the presegt opinion in the country that he's a vejy strong man. He t i. , r: ,-:  a very strong:w

▪  

itness. He said categorically that hi knew it...that thg 
first shot dfd:

> 
 not pass through elm. And he...I remem- ber he said, "I -  s< •-< 	 5 	 --, turned my head- when I heard the shot. It did come ftom the direction which 

you have dectAed it came from beipuSerm familiar with firearms. But ELS-  1 _-:- 7, 
turned again p- the left, I felt the impact of another shot." Senator -- 

-_-. Russell just -S-hid, "I'll never scsn that report if..Eif...if this Commigbion  = 	 = n second shot passed throujh both of them. 	:".. '!7  
say hgt-had great influence with me, but I too, 

have been imprtssed by Gove 

agree that, I-.;:cannot recall 

n 
C 

• 

says categorictally that the 

I agreed witOh

- 

im. I must 

1<" -  
rnor Connally and so the Commission then did T. 

the exact words, that while there was eviderfce 



co 
No, I think we...we...mentioRed that in our repoitt. We found no 

of that A- all. No, he neveE-did...he never dicE.he never did 
J. strength to that idea. 

Senate. 

7 

= Cates: Senator Cooper, did he have apy private conversacions with you about 
aspect of a Obssible 

at this tfMe? 

1; 
7. 

C: 

Do you feel like perhapsnthe 
J. 

r. 

Oh, yes, a wanted him on 

his poweral mind and good 

he believed that...Tthat with Senator 
f 	 CD  

it would give great= credibility to the work 

• You know the Commiasion was attached an

▪  

d all 
S made about its work7and...and I talkedLto 

• 

=land he would kind liri laugh about thata.nd 

have said, three or 	of them," but":.he 

=• independent investigation of their ow-ra they just took our work, the 

Commission's work,-and picked holes inait." And now he had...he had such 

good judgment, such fairne-ts, too. 

is an excellent 
r. 	

example of how you worked with 

On a pr.iject. Can you 
you working together 

Ljrecall anything else that comes to mind at this time of hilT4 you might have 

• this 

divulge 
7-1  

Cooper: 

evidence 

„

• 

give any 

- Cates: 7 

7,-Russell 

= that he 

Cooper: 

-• 
he knew 

■■• 

on that Co*ission was 

felt like shat 

*, at 
Ur) 

it was almost 

communist conspiracy, 

C 

anything that you could 
• 

President Johnson wanted 

uch confidince in Russell 
77. 

like having himself -1in the Commission? "5  
r- 

the';'e I'm sure first because of his... 

judgment. And also I'm sure because 

Rpcsell's presence o9- the Committee 

and decision-6fdecision-6f the Commission. 7: 
r." 

kinds 	statements were 0. 

=-. 
	

F. 
him about that 'from time to time, 

say, "Well, I read what those men 

said, "They didi't make any 

2-3 

Senator Cooper, this 

=Senator Russell. The two of 

good sense, 

Cates: 

=worked together in:the Senate? I notiZe that at one timelyou're...maybe 



=are 

?done 

-.the 

▪ otherwise."-:otherwise." 

_have 

= 	 cr, 
with it, and again senator Russel' 

q.)  
But, we are nor...we...we..ore' re not.. 

(.n 

=point there may be some other evidence in the 
C7 

=categorically close.T.the door to the fasts 

■want 

was ac.

• 

.could be charged kith 

.;iKennedy and that wa6;

• 

Lee Oswald. And.:;

- 

but 

=gorical statement tRat Lee Oswal 

this was more 

57 nagreed that 

w

- 

ho was...who 
= 

-.

▪  

won his point. 

7.: 
▪ and Governor Connally it was not concltgive. And with thapl  why, 

that may arise.".= He just said, "I 
m - 

to limit to wh-it we have ourselveN heard, we've searCied out all we coul4, =_ 	 -o - 

= 	 - 
the best we could and on the basiFof that we say thal Lee Oswald was e,,:  7,- 	 , 	 —. 

.:r 	 n assassin but we-must not...we must sayalso that therq:may be facts which;: 
...:- 	 -5 - 

-- 	 t--_. developed in the future but which ge could not secure c: which may show 	n 
c 

Now, that last is probably was just...said, 4ill,  anybody could 7' 
. 

said that but 	in considerapion his...his detei';mination to inter- e-f,  

I think he's correct. l'he other point was)at the end, and 
=7. 

a matter of language thareof 

from al;- the evidence we hls1, that we 

decision because everyone had 

could find only one person 

the assassination of President 

again, there N4s the 
7.4 

sin, no onenelse 

wholly o5 the facts before 
8 

cannot saythat at some 

future and that we cannot 

first cate-

was connected"- 

Senator Rusgill 

v.: 

r. 
• ■• 

5 	 - 
,--  

.,-. 
 c 	 _ 

:Oat the same...thatT.the shot had passed through both President Kennedy and...-
,  
- „.- 

n  - 
view Mrs. Oswald, tie third time and very strongly, and his strong position z-  .-‹ 

,7--- 	 - 
'- on thequestion of liEether the same sho4:f-passed through boa President Kennedy: 
= 

	

	 > 	 .r.- 	 ,r;,-. 	 = and Governor Connally, I just feel theie to show the strength of his mind, - _ 	 ?".. 
the careful judgment about testimony, he limits.. .precise limits, upon which 

_ 	 - _ 7we could base our pdgment, that is on=what we had heard, Ei

- 

t was 
c.-• 	 ...: • --D-- 	 n = 
of the...of the capable, capable, ablefand capable man of:a very 

- 	 - :of a very discriminating mind, of a poyerful determination to be just, and 
- 	

_ 

-

▪  

-I came out of that=six or seven month42work feeling that 'had been associated 

with a man who was-more...certainly more able and powerful than anyone else 

an indication 
•-• 

strong mind, 

on that Commission: And, well, and I'thought more than aiyone I'd known in 
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