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~ J.EDGAR

OOVER and the FBI

“A burec ucratic autocracy unchecked by Congre:s
and unsiipervised by the Executive has no place
in a self-zoverning sccietv’’ - »rw YORK TIMLS

.
.

“From where I sit, he’s doin« a mighty fine job”

ATTORNEY GENEi AL JOHN N MTTCHELS

HE sits behind a huge muhiogany desk in the jmpers |
throne roow on the fifth £

i of the Unired States De-
partment of Justice in Wash . «ton. Before him stretches
35 feet of deep-pile carpet. [iLiking his desk are two

small American fHlags with goid-eagle standards. Behind'

him, against the wall, are tws much larger and more
imposing Amecrican flags wit: gold-eagle standards.
The desk is adorned with a potted plant, two brass pis-
tol lamps and a playue that reads: “Two feet on the
ground are worth one in the motth.” The man who
sits behind the desk has on occasion reversed this
motto. He has been known to pus hoth feet in Lis
mouth, dety:ny all the Jaws of gravit . ind leaving him
self with no visible means of support; but cach time he
has performed this astonishing feat, he s been hailed
as the infallible man, pertect and indispensable. He is

J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of

Investigation.

Now 76, Hoover has ruled over the FBi .uoe 1924,
He has been glamonized and immortalized o .:til he has
become the one untouchable autocrat in nearly 200
years of American governmental history. Technically,
he is accountable to the Attoricy General of the United
States —but he has treated almost all attorneys voneral
with contempt and made it clear that he i1s acccuntable
to no one. Technically, the President of the Unired
States has the power to remove or retire him —but > —h
is his posver thar w0 Prestdont has dared to touch hu,
thovzh mamy cuowanted to, and <1 regiianons pro
scribing rearement Mecause of age have been repartedls
waived in his case. :

Investigating the investigators is an old habit with Fred |. Cook
whose book “The FBI Noloi! - Knosvs” appeared in 1964 and whose
new book thes o5l The Nuhirvooe Decade: The Era of Senator Joe
MoCarthv”™ o woneduded to be
month. Bejore tarnie oo e

Phisivedd by Random House this
Koun barticle writing, Mr.
Conk was darce R Sorwhich e spent on THE
WORLD-TELEGRAM AN 1le SUN. Stace 1959 His urin fes have been
featured in Titi NATION, THE SEW YORE TIMES Mar. SE, SATURDAY
REVIEW, AMERICA N HLRITAGE . sy nvestiga-
tory njeces bave wor joar nais
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BY FRED J. COOK

10 has Hoover worked this miracle - 7 survival and
untouchability? 1t is difficult to separate ti:c truth about
this man from his own self-serving, self-engendered
publicity and propaganda; yet by focusing on four
things in which he is personally involved or for which
lie is personally responsible - statistics-juggling, infor-
mation-leaking, crime-fighting and democracy-defend-
ing—it may be possible to discern the real j. Edgar
Hoover behind the imperial mask.
STATISTICS-JUGGLING

Hoover plays with statistics like 2 computer that is
programmed just to make itself look good. One ploy:
he annually snows Congress with an accounting show-
ing the FBI has recovered such mountains of stolen
property that it has carned millions of dollars more
than its keep. Facts: these figures are always grossly
inflated. by the huge numbers of stolen and recovered
cars that have been taken across state lines—cars that
have been traced and found by local police or insurance
agency detectives but for which the FBI takes full
credit. Sccond ploy: the so-called “crime time clock.”
Heover has helped to scare white, middle-class Amer-

‘ica by trumpeting that seven serious crimes are com-

mitted every minute of every day; that a murder occurs
every 39 minutes, a rape every 17 minutes, a robbery -
every two minutes. Facts: there are now nearly 205
million perscns in America; there are only 24 hours or
}440 minutes in a day. Inevitahly, a population that
rans well into nine figures is going to commit enough
crime to create a horrendous picture if one tries to
pigeonholc it into arbitrary two-figure {24-hour) or four-
figure (1440-minute) time slots. Two sets of figures that
have no possible relation to each other are treated as if
they were compatible and significant. The fact is that,
wlien you consider the number of murders per unit of
popitlation, murder rates are lower today than they
weiy in the 1930s. The fact is that nearly two-thirds of
all scrious crime takes place, ntot in the alarmed white
suburbs, but in the predominantly black ghettos. The
fact is that the crime time clock bears no relation to
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NIXING NIXON .

But no more than a beginning. Neither the Nixon Administration nor Congress
has yet taken any significant steps toward solving the nation's housing crisis. The
welfare morass seems astreachercous us ever. and the Federal Government is doing
nothing to heljs the states and city governments extricate themzelves from it. The
majornity of our feilow citizens are still without hospitahization protection. While the
plans for salvaging the environment are L::ginning to take shape, most of the new
regulaiions will not go into effect before 1975. Nixon has cooked up a new scheme
to allow corporations a $3-billion tax break --which the wage earner must pay for.
The amount of money appropriated for veterans’ hospitals has gone up a little, but

not nearly encugh to adequately care for th- 300,000 wounded who have come_

home from Vietnam. The list of problems that i-»main is a long, long one.

That 1s why we must all continue to raise our voices loud enough to be heard
in Washington and in our state capitols and in our city halls—the latter sometimes
seeming as remote from the people as the Federal Government. Creative grip-
ing is not only productive in keeping anti-people politicians off balance, but also
it raises the spirits of the politicians who are on our side. Sometimes in fighting
for us they get lonely. Men like Senator Mark Hatfie'd of Oregon, one of the more
intelligent Repubiicans in Washington in that he is generally on the opposite side
from President Nixon, recently remarkad glumly, "I've worked within the system
ali my life, and | believe in our system, But when { look at what we need to do. and
| see how much time it {akes, how hard you have t¢ shove to get the slightest
response, | have to agree some days with the kids whe 1y it may not be enough.
it may nat be enough.

To keep faith with iegisiators like that, we need to yell inuder. And those who
wield power had better start hstening more aitentively. «cause to b2 ignored
breeds disenchantment, cynicism, disitiusionment. And when those things fester
among young people --or among people of any age —unpiea- ntthings can some-
times occur. )

At about 1:00 a.m. on March 1 1971 a bomb was detonatec n a men’s room in
the United States Capito! tearing out part of the building's outside wall. That same
morring, the WASHING TON POST carrie“‘ the results of a Lows Harris poli showing
that by a ratio of 63 o 26 percent {with 11 percent expressing 'o opinion), the
American peopie had giv 2 the previous Congress a negative rating—a new low —
and also had given the President a rating almost 25 low, 589 perce.:t opposed to
and 29 percentn favor of tha way he was dealing with domestic prot-'ams.

Verv few Americans approved of the bomber's metho-is for showing nis discon-
nt but obviously the one thing the majciity of the violent and the ronviolent

creed upon was their rating of the men who run the Federal Governm: it

One of the things that disccurages us about our leaders is that it take: them so
lcng to get things done. L -0k tive vears to got the first billboard remove * under
the Highway Beautification Aci. o wonder young peoie 11 the Middie Wi st have
sta:'»d going out ir bands at night ana chopping down some of the illegal bill-
boa:{s. When government won't do what it promises, people get impatient.

Nixon is at least smart enough to sense that something is wrong. In his State of
the Uni~n address he said, " Most Americans are simply ted up with government at
all leve = " That's not true, but it comes ciose to the mark. Americans know they
must be governed and they are not fed up with the inevitable. They are fed up wit
the marnar in whicn they are gove:aad. That's why the people comptain, louder ai:
the time. Tney don't always expect i win—but they are beginning to demand that
at least thay be listened to. And with that demand lies the real rebirth of democracy
in our Land ‘Mhen our couniry began, idealistic young lawyers such as Thomas
Jefferson a: . John Adams ¢.i.: off the shackiss of oppressicr and forged a new
democracy. Today this spirit s being revived by idealistic younq lawyers such as
Hatph Nader 2 d John Banzhaf wio are putting the demos (Greek for ‘common

eopie ) *)ack into “demociacy’ in their determination that government on all
Ievmb shal protect ordinary citizens and refliect the common will—aordinary citi-
zens Wi possess axtraordinary power if only they would use it. To guote Jefferson,
“Every goveriimer . degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone.
The people thems:ives therefore are. its oriv sa‘e depositories.” This is govern-
ment by the people. This is guintessentially American. ]
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the reality in any given geographical district. As tormer
Attorney General Ramsey Clark has observed, rthis

FBI device “takes the public for a fool.” And he adds,

If the crimes measured oveurred in the Virgin Islands,
the whole population would be dead of murder in three
years, having beea previously raped twice and robbed
eighteen times.”

INFORMATION-LEAKING

The FBI hoards millions upon millions of raw secret
files —dossiers containing intimate details on the pri-
vate lives of practically every American old enough to
have a private life. No official in Washigton, and few
elsewhere in the nation, can help but wonder what the
FBI knows about him, and therc have been repeated in-
stances in which information from tlus storchouse of
alleged scandal has been mysteriously feaked to na-
tional media to the ruination of careers and reputatiors,
The most sophomotic of rhese leaks involved the pri-
vate life ot the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. In No-
vember 1964, |. Edgar Hoover in one ot his most famous
feet-in-mouth performances denounced Dr. King, who
had just been awarded a Nobel Prize, as ““the most no-
torious liar in the country.” In the public outery that
resulted, even high Johnson administration sources
confided to newsmen that this time Hoover had of-
fended too outrageously; he would have to go. Instead,

“there was a face-to-face confrontation between G-Man

and Minister —and the latter came out of it meek as a
field mouse. Dr. King’s associates who were present at
that meeting have denied that any open threat was
made, but the question remains: was the civil rights
leader subjected to some quiet pressure? Friends were
astounded at the subsequent softening ot his public at-
titudes; they think the explanation lies in the fact the
FBI had tupped his phone and bugged his home and
apartments —and so had secured tape-recordings that
revealed intimate details about his personal life. Sub-
sequently, when Dr. King again became militant and
began to dencunce the Vietnam war and march in
black protests, the contents of thesc tapes were some-
how leaked to every right-wing, racist, anti-labor Con-
gressman and editor who chose to listen.

CRIME-FIGHTING

The average Amcrican considers the FBI the nemesis
of every big-time hood in America. One reason: the
media must give the nation its bedtime stories, and
there is nothing mord tholling, 1 the old Amecrican
Wild West tradition, than the cops-and-robbers saga in
which the bad man alw :vs bites the dust. So the FBI
still rides to glory every sunday night on ABC telew
sion. The facts: the organized crime syndicate that hos
now penetrated almost every facet of Awerican busi-
ness life has thrived and grov n into a national menace
during those very decades or Hoover’s domunance over
the FBL Yet Hoover persisted, right down to the time of

gangland’s Apalachin conference in 1957, in denying:

that a nationwide crime syndic.: (¢ even existed; he in-
sisted the whole thing was a myth. Even after Apa-
lachin, FBI field offices continued to assign only a
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handful of agents to the pursuit of big-league, syndi-
cated criminals and hundreds of men to the hunt for
almost non-cxistent Communists (a misplaced effort
which Ramsey Clark later characterized as a “terrible
waste of very valuable resources”). It was not until the
late Robert E. Kennedy, as attorney general, figuratively
took Hoover and the FBL by the seats of their britches
ind pirched them into the crime battle that the bureau
hegan to besur itself. {(Even some of the FBI legends
abaut Hoover’s personal involvement in crime-fighting
earlier in his career are beginning to show tarnish. The
bu:cau has always maintained, for instance, that The
Chiet himself captured kidnapper Alvin Karpis in New
Ortleans in 1936 by reaching into a car and collaring the
fugiti-¢ before he could grab a rifle from the back seat.
Not < says Karpis in his recent book, The Alvin Kar-
pis Storv: “He [Hoover] hid untit I was safely covered
by many suns. He waited until he was told the coast
was clear Then he came out to reap the glory.”’)

DEMOCRACY-DEFENDING

Hoover has sedulously cultivated the myth that the
FBI plays no political or ideological favorites; that it is
strictly impatcal in defending democracy, just finding
the facts and letting the chips fall where they may. The

" fact is that Hoover has been playing foutsie for a very

long time with the most repressive, racist, right-wing,
anti-labor forces in the nation. Recently, in his worst
fect-in-mouth manner, he told TIMe magazine that he
wasn’t worried by the prospect of Puerto Ricans or
Mexicans shooting the President “because they don't
shoot very straight, but if they comc at you with a
knife, bewarc.” {When Congréssman Edward Roybal
{D-Calit.] demanded that President Nixon ask for the
FBI director’s resignatic © for making such an insensi-
tive, boorish remark, a vhite House aide sent the rep-
resentative a two-scntencve noncoramital reply.) This
kind of insensitivity to the “2elings of minerities comes
as no surprise to detenders oi civil rights who have long
known that FBI agents often operate as allies of South-
ern police deparuments in tieir dealings with black
citizens. In their book The Orangebursy Massacre

- Jack Nelson and Jack Bass asscrt that “strained rela-

rions: between the FBI and the Justice Department’s
civdl rights division had existed for years and it was no
secret that as a general rule most agents considered
civil rights enforcement an odious task, especially in
cases that involved accusations against local or state
police with whom thuy worked.” It seems no coinci-
dence, then, that tor vears Hoover hobnobbed on inti-
mate terms with such Texas billionair.s as the late Sid
Richardson and the late Clint W. Murc ison. The dis-
tinction between a liberal, pro-union politician and a
Communist often became blurred in his+ cs. He stood
solidly in the corner of the late Senator Joseph R. Me-
Carthy when that demagogue was denouncing the
Truman and Roosevelt administrations as tepresenting
“twenty years of rreason.” When former Attorney Gen-
<ral Herber: #rownell attempted to resurrect the Harry
Dexter Whiie case to show Truman had been suspi-
ciously soft on spies, Hoover trotted forward to help
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Brownell and the Republicans.

Except when Hoover lapses into his teet-in-mouth
routine, he usuallv speaks the proper words of Olym-
pian objectivity; but decds are something ~lse again.
Former FBI man Williami W, Tumner, in /. Edgar Hoover
& the F.B.I.- The Mau @ the My th, declares thas the bu-
reau’s “strong weological bias and lack of sophistica-
tion render it eminently unfit for the delicate task of
conducting anti-subversion inguirics i a democracy’’;
while Ramsey Clark has said, “The FBI, for ruins
which I find unfortunate, hecame ideological some e
back, and this put a scale over its cyes. It had an vad
before it sought out the tacts to fit that end.”

Aud this is, perhaps, the most scrious criticism of all,
It leads directly to the crucial question that has pever
been answered: where was the FBL, the great watchdoz
of all our liberties, on the day the lights went out in
Dallas, November 22, 1963?

It is of some sigmificance that the Kennedy adminis-
tration was the only one that tried to put a checkrein
on the all-powerful director ot the FBL. Prosident John
E Kennedy, after his wafer-thin victory in 1960, shocked
many of his supporters by declaring as his first order of
business that Allen Dulles would be retained as head
of the Central Intelligence Agency and Hoover as head
of the FBI. The sccret word during the campaign had
been that Heoover would be put out to pasture, a logical
recompense for his anri-Truman, anti-Democratic par-
tisanship during the 1950s. But the narrowness of the
Kennedy victory dictated that no action be taken to
kick up the kind of political storm which certainly
would be caused by the dismissal of America’s hero.

Hoover quickly discovered, however, that life under
the Kennedys was going to be different. He had be-
come accustomed to gnoring his titular boss, the at-
torney general, and reporting directly to the White
Housce. But the first time he tried this with JFK, he was
infurmed that the attorney general was his boss — that
he must make his reports to young Bobby.

Robert F. Kennedy also had his own strong ideas
about the chain of command. A “hot line” on his desk
was supposed to connect him directly with Hoover,
but the tirst time Bobby called he got not Hoover but

Supports Hoover in the FBI Controversy

the director’s long-time sceretary, Miss Helen Gandy.
And so Bubby issucd his tirst order to the FBL

“When | pick up this phone,” he said. “there’s only
one man | want 1o talk to - get the phone on the direc-
tor’s dusk.””’ .

The young, vigorous attormey general woon com-
pounded this otiense by popping up unannounced at
FBI ficld offices “Ho thinks the FBLs part of his depart-
ment, and in Le goes,” « Kennedy intimate san i at the
time On ene oceasion, he even gave a direct order to
EBL agents, something that no attorney gener. | had
ever dured to do before. And when he called a strategy
conference on organized crime in New York, he de-
manded that Harvey Foster, then the agent in charge of

the FBI's local office, attend in person instead of send-

ing a representative.

BACX DOOR FOR BOBBY

The EBI director, who has an ego unsurpassed in
Washington, where inflated egus abound, hated it. On
the surface there was a pretense of amicable relations,
but.underncath the hostility churned. In 1963 one
story, perhaps apocryphal but believed by many in high
circles to be literally true, was making the rounds of
official Washingtori. As the story went, a high Demo-
cratic chicttain protusted to Bobby Kennedy one day:
“Why don't you do something about |. Edgar Hoover?
That man has too much power!’ Bobby is supposed to
have reacted in mock horror and to have ¢xclaimed:
“Are you crazy? | have to'sneak into the back door of
the Justice Depuartment now.”

Relations became so strained that, according to TIME,
Ethel Kennaly on one occasion offered Hoover the
gratuitous insult supreme. It was well known that one
of Hoover's most unfavorite persons was the late wil-
liam Parker, cbict of the Los Angeles police depart-

nent. For one thing, Parker had the irrational notion

hat there was such a thang as a nationwide crime syn-
dicate in the United States, and he had long been agi-
tatiny for something to be done aboutit. Ethel Kennedy,
steaming over Hoover’s cavalier treatment of her hus-
band, one day popped into the Justice Department and
dropped a signed note into Hoover's personal sugges-
tion bux. It read: *Parker for FBI Director.” :

This was a collision course, and few in Washington
doubted that the conflict would be resolved after the
1964 election. A fustice Department staffer told NEWs-
WEEK in 1964: “When we had problems with the FBI,
Bob would tell us, ‘Take it casy, take it easy, and you
got the improssion that after january 1, 1965, Hoover
wouldn’t be around anymore.”’

January 1, 1965 was a handy taruet Jate tor more rea-
sons than one. On that day J. Edgar Hoover would be-
come 70 years old, and federal regulations called for
the mandatory rciirement of public servants at the age
of 70. Aides to President Kennedy subsequentiy recalled
that he had been reminded he would be under tremen-
dous pressure to issur a proclamation watving this pro-
vision in Hoover’s ca<e. Tartly: he replicd: " We are not
gotug to have such a proclamation”

Few doubt that Hoover was aware ot the fate suppos-

1.



y in store for him —for. with thc help of wiretaps,
bugs and informers, lictle happens in Washingron that
escapes his notice. Aides of Robert Kennedy later re-
called the day when a private discussion was being held
in the attorney general's office and Kennedy remarked:
“Do you suppose that i loover knows about tas2”

“He does now,” one aide said, rolling his eyes signi-
ficantly at the ceiling,

Kennedy jumped out of his chair, cupped hands to
mouth and shouted: “Did vou hear that |. Edgar? Dijd
you hear that J. Edgar?”

Such was the background of animosity in the days
that led to Dallas. Technically and actually, the Presi-
dent’s personal safety is the direct responsibility of the
Secret Service, not the FBI—but the FBI has a vital, in-
deed a fundamental role, to play also. It dwarfs every
other federal investigative agency. It has more than
7000 highly trained agents; it has bureaus and ficld
offices scattered throughout the land; it maintains ex-
tremely close liaison with 40,000 state and local polize
departments; it has virtually limitless finds with-which
to woo informers. It is the eyes and ears of law enforce-
ment, and it knows —or should know —what goes on in
the nation as the Secret Service never can. But on the
day President John F. Kennedy went into Dallas, this
sacred watchdog was blind and mute

The Warren Commission subsequently rep: rted that
the FBI budget annually included an item for “protec-
tion of the person of the President of the United “tates,”
but the bureau had apparently never done mu.ch to
eam its keep in this respect. Even though Dallas was a
hotbed of radical right activity at the time the Presi-
dent journeyed there, the local FBI mentioned to the
Secret Service the name of only one individual wip
might be watched and merely pointed out that a hate-
Kennedy circular had been distributed the day before.
Notaword was passed on 1o the Secret Service about Lee
Harvey Oswald, one-time defector to the Soviet Union

who had this same local FBI agent’s name and uniisted:
- telephone number written down in his address book and
whose past included the strange circumstance that,

when he had been arrested in New Orleans in the sum-
mer of 1963, the first person he wanted to sec was an
FBI agent —a conference that had resulted in the almost
immediate release of Oswald. After President Kennedy
Was assassinated, the Attorney General of Texas and
Dallas District Attorney Henry Wade, himself a former
FBlagent, suspected —on the basis of the evidence ~ that
Oswald had been a paid FBI informant, but Hoover em.-
phatically denied it. The Warren Commission, while
accepting this denial at face value, nevertheless wrote
that the FBI had taken “ap unduly restrictive view of
its role in preventive intelligence work prior to the
assassination.”

WARNING TO THE SECRET SERVICE

At least one local police department in the nation
Wwas more alert. The Miami police chici, the late Walter
E. Headley Jr,, had become worried about the hate-Ken-
nedy cxtremist activity in the South. He later insisted
that he had wamed the Secret Service nine months he-
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fore Dallas that far-right forces were initiating a plot
aganst the life of the President. When his information
elicited no response from Federal agencies, Headley
took his own steps. He tound an informer who was
friendly with a leader in the white cxtremist states’
rights movement.

Headley's undercover agent met with the extremst
leader in New Orleans, traveled with hin to a big gath-
ering ot right-winy fanatics in Indianapolis, Indiana,
and kept sending back details about variou- plots brew-
10y against the President’s life. With Kennedy scheduled
to visit Miami on a political fence-mending tour on
November 18, 1963, Chicf Headley became even more
concerned about his safety, and Detective Sergeant C,
H. Sapp, commanding the intelligence unit of the
Miami police, made arrangements to get some of the
conspiratorial details on tape. :

The: undercover informant persuaded his friend, the
extremist leader, to visit him in his rooms. Sapp had
the premises wired for sound, and a full tapc-recording
was made of the ensuing conversation.

After some preliminaries, the informer led the talk
around to a discussion of President Kennedy’s impend-
ing visit, and this in turn led to a discussion of the plot .
against the President’s life. From this pointon, the tape-
recording goes like this:

INFORMER: Yech, well he will have g thousand body-
suards, don’'t worry about that.

EXTREMIST: The more budyguards he has, the easier
it is to getr him. - ' :

INFORMER: Well, how in hell do vou figure would be
the best way to get him?-

EXTREMIST: From an office building with q high-
powered rifle. .

INFORMER: They are really going to try to kill him¢

EXTREMIST: Of1, veuh, it's in the working. [At this
point in the tape he nanmies a white homber of Negro
churches] is just us likely to get hin "kﬂnj.'body. He
casn't said so, but he tricd to get Martin Luther King.

INFORMER: He did!

EXTREMIST: Oh, yes, he followed him for miles and
miles, couldn’t ger close enough to him, . ..

INFORMER: Hitting this Kennedy is going to be a hard
proposition, I tell you. [ believe you may have figured
Out'a way to ger him. you may have figured out the
office building, and all that I don’t know how them
Secret Service agents coverall them office buildings, or
anywhere fic is 80ing; do you know whether they do or
not?

EXTREMIST: Well, if they have an Y suspicion, they do
that. of course. But without suspicion chances are they
wouldn't. You take there in Washington —of course it
Is the wrong . ne of year—but vou tqke pleasant
weather, he comes out on the veranda, and somebaody
could be in a hotel room across the way there, and pick
him off just like that ... (tape fades out).

INFORMER: s thut right!

EXTREMIST Siire. drsassemblea gun, you don't have to
takeagun up there, vou < an take it up in pieces, ull those
guns come knockdown, vou can take them apart. ., .
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" There ain 't any u)xmldown toit, we huw just got to
be sitting on co. Countdown they can tmove i on you,
but on co they can't. Countdown is all right fora sfow,
prepared operation, but inan ¢mersency operiiion, vou
have got to be sitting on Go.

INFORMER: Boy, if that Kennedy gets shot, we have
got to know where we aie at. Because you l\m:w that
will be a real shake, if they do that

EXTREMIST: They wounldn’t leave Lmy stone unturned
there no way. They will pick somebody vp withm hours
afterwards, if anything like that would happen, just to
throw the pubiic off.. ..

NO MOTORCADE IN MIAMI

Was it all just bull-session talk? Clief Hezdiey did
not think so and, as J4 result, when President Lennedy
visited Miami on November 18, 1963, there was no

downtown moturcade. The President was atrhitted by -

helicopter o the site at which he spoke, and he was
taken out the same way -~ only to go-on to Dallas .
days later without 2 single warning note being soun.d
hooany of the Federal agencies that were supposed 10
wuard his hite.

In retrospect, 1 can be seen that the Muami ape
charted, down to the most precise details tise tragic
events that were to follow. President Kennedsy was as
sassinated —and in precisely the toretold manner: a
disassembled rifle, shots trom a high building, “some-
hody” {Lee Harves Oswald! picked up immediately
afterward. Dr. King, the sccond proposed victim on the
tdpe, was assassinated in 1968 - and in precisely the
veranda-type slaying deseribed m the transcript. Was it
all just comcidence piled upon coincidence? Credulity
has to be stretched to inordinate lengths to aceept so
comfortable a rationalization. And so'it is only logical
to ask: Where was the FBI? In the aftermath of Dailas,
what was its reaction:

William Manchester wa The Death of u resident has
described how J. Edgar Hoover transmitted the news to”
Robert Kennedy, haviny lunch at his Virginia home. 1
have news tor vou. The President has becu shot,”
Hoover said tonclessly on his first call. Some minutes
later, he called back. This time, he delivered the news
in his clipped, metatlic, staccato voice, “The President
isdead,” he said - and hung uy.

Hoover offered no sympathy, expressed no compas-
sion. His voice, Robert Kennedy laterrecalled, was “not
quite os excited as if he were reporting the fact that he

FBLREPORTSPLOT HUSKE SAYS 3L
BY ANTIARGROLP ~SPED AT RALLE
TOKDMPUSAE 08 70 EXRTH DAY

Hoover Says 2 Priests Head,
Outfit That Demands End .
to Bombing in Asia
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versity.” And — what is more significant —from the very
instant Hoover spoke those words, ““The President is
dead,” all communication was cut off with Attorney
Cieneral Robert Kennedy, his bereaved superior.

Willlam W. Turner, a former FBI agent with good
sources of information inside the bureau, has related
how Robert Kennedy, returning to his office un tie
afternoon of Dallas, picked up the hot line telephonc
and tried to get the director. “Hoover was in his office
with several aides when it rang...and rang...and rang,”
Turner wrote. “When it stopped ringing. the director
snapped to an aide, ‘Now get that phone back on Miss
Gandy’s desk.” "’

Justice Department aides of Robert Kennedy later
recalled that, in all the remaining months of Kennedy's
tenuie as attorney general, he was cut off from the ac-
tivities of Hoover and th¢ FBI. This, in essence, has now
been contfirmed by Hoover himself. “1 didn't sprak to
Bobhy Kennedy the last six months he was in office,”
he técently told an interviewer.

tn the meantime, the FBI was fixing the resp nns:ibility
tur the assassinution in Dallas and,-in the light of all
‘that 15 kaown now, 1t seems fair to ask: What kind of
an investigation Jid the FBI run? The answer has to be
that, with the arrest ot Lee Harvey Oswald, it leaped to
an almost instantaneoas conclusion; and, from that
point on, as Ramsey Clark has observed in another con-
text, it railored facts to fit the end. There was, of course,
the usual impressive hullabaloo ~the questioning of
hur dreds of witnesses, the gathering of an awesome
movatain of reports, documents, records. But the very
existence of the relltale Miami tape was 1gnored it
does u.t appear anywhere in the Warren Comnmission’s
records' ind, 1n less than three weeks, the final “no
conspiracy” verdict had been hard nveted.

In a moino that I wrote to a reloctant editor on De-
cember 14 243, only 22 ays after Dallas, T observed:

“"Orngmais there was to be a tull nublic airing of
everything, The impressivn was given tat thie FBi re-
port would be nade public quickly. Then the tenor of
the stories chari.ed. The Warren Commission had been
appointed, and, well, maybe the commission ought to
be given a chance to study the report firsr.

“In the mcantime, the old authoritatve-leak system
at which cthe FBI is . specialiy adept was used. Dav after
day we were treated to stories that contained only a
smidgen of new information for their leads, stories that
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"~ went on to point out that the FBI report. whose details

nobody was to be permitted to know, concluded defi-
nitely and positively that Oswald was the killer—and
that he had acted alonc. No conspiracy was involved.

“don’t know how many cimes, on how many jre-
texts that there was sotcthing new in the day's tell-
ing, Lhave read this reiterared fact. The technique is the
Police State’s techaique of brainwashing. It has been
drummed into us by now that Oswald was the killer,
that he acted alone; that there was no conspiracy. By
the time the public is allowed a peck at the FBI details
that justify this conclusion, the conclusion will have
been so drummed into us, so thoroughly accepted, thar
it will be a bold man indecd...who questions the
details.”

A GENTLE REBUKE TO HOOVER .

And that, of course, is precisely what happened, pre-
cisely the manner in which the now largely discred-
ited “lone assassin’’' theoury of the Warren Report was
predetermined. When the report was issued in Septen-
ber 1964, J. Edgar Hoover flipped his top. The distin-

guished members of the Warren Con mission had -

leaned over backwards so far they almost fell out of
their official chairs, but they had still felt it incombent
upon them to administer a gentle rebuke to the FBIL
“The bureau,” the commission wrote, had taken “anun-
duly restrictive view of its role in preventive intelli-
gence work prior to the assassination,” and hence,
though it knew all about Oswald, who certainly 1110 red
one way or another in the final plot, it had passed ;.o 2
word about him along to the Secret Service.

Also, just at that time, the FBI was under fire from
another direction. Martin Luther King had criticized it
for dragging its fcet on civil nights issues in the Scuth.
He had charged that most of 1ts agents there were South-
erners; that they lived in a buddy-buddy relationship
with local police forces and members of White Citizens'
Councils; that they had turned their heads and looked
the other way when Negro civil rights workers were

beaten or murdered, when Negro churches were’

bombed.

Hoover, whose Napolconic complex will brook not
the slightest criticism, steamed. In November 1964, he
gathered a group of Washington newspaperwomen
around him in his imperial office, and there he unbur-
dened himself. He lashed vut at the Warren Commis-
sion for what he called its unwarranted criticism of
the FBI, and then he dealt with Dr. King. It was here —
and he said it twice and specifically authorized its usce
as a quote —that he made his “most notorious liar in
the country” statement about the Nobel prize winner.

The Negro community reacted with outrage. Criti-
cism of infallible man Hoover swept the country, and
1t was freely predicted that he at last had done himself
in—he would be fired. Newsweek led one issue of its
magazine with this “defimrive” disclosure. At the
time, I was checking Washington sources for an article
for a Boston newspaper. I got the same word. Yes, | was
told, this time Hoover had gone just too far; the insult
to Dr. King could not be excused; the FBI director
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waould be allowed to stay for a time to save face —but,
uitimately, he would have to retire. | wrote this sup-
poscdly authentic version of events to come, but indi-
cated 1 didi’t quite believe it, pointing out that Hoover
had a track record for survival unmatched in American
history and himting we should all wait to be shown.

We were all shown —and quickly, When January 1,
1965 rolled around and Hoover reached the compulsory
retirement age of 70, President Lyndon B, Tohnson did
not do what President Kennedy had evidcntly been
planning to do. Instead, he waived all the provisions of
the Liw to keep the indispensable man on his job.

It was, for a time, a grcat mystery. After his confron-
tation with Hoover, Dr. King had deflated the ‘‘notori-
ous lar” furor by saying everybody should let bygones
be bygones, and then had taken off for Europe to collect
his Nobel Prize. When he returned, he seemed for a
time less militant, but by 1967 he was again assuming
leadership in the increasingly militant civil rights
movement and, what is perhaps inore important, he
was beginning to denounce the Victnam war, laying
the foundations for a cohesive protest movement com-
pused of disadvantaged blacks and white antiwar
groups. This made him again a threat, and reprisals
came quickly.

Those sacred FBI raw files that Hoover has vowed
time and again, on his word of honor, are never shown
to anyone suddenly sprang leaks like the Potomac in
flood. Victor S. Navasky, THE NEW YORK TIMES jour-
nalist who has made the most thorough study of the
case, has written that the FBI director “resented the
uppity nigger whom he blamed tor many of the coun-
try’s and the FBI's problems down South,” and he
quotes Burke Marshall, a high Kennedy aide, as saying
uncquivocally: 'l think the FBI and Mr. Hoover delib-
erately set out w get Martin King.”

RIGHT-WING TITTERING

And get him they did. Transcriptsof those tape-record-
ings of his personal lite fluttered about Washington
thick as the autumn leaves. David Halberstam re-
counts in disgust in The Unfinished Odyssey of Robert
Kennedy that they were proferred to virtually any
newsman who would touch them. The actual tapes’
were said to have been played, amid much sophomoric
tittering, to a group of visiting right-wing editors, in-
cluding some from the READER’S DIGEST. Navasky re-

‘ports that columnist Mike Royke, of the Chicago

paiLy NEws, who did not use the material, and Con-
gressman Robert L. F Sikes |D-Fla.), of the House Ap-
propriations Committee, “both concede that they have
been shown the transcripts.”

It the persounal life of every official in Washington
were to be publicized and denigrated in this manner,
the government of this great republic would be deci-
mated. In the world of Hoover, such treatment was ac-
corded only to “uppity” Dr. King. It was a dirty busi-
ness, and it was not made any cleaner by a couple of
other aspects vt it. :

In the first place, the leaks — which could only have
emanated froni the FBI-constituted 2 serious viola-



tion of the very laws the FB} is sworn to protect. Most
of the information allegedly derogatory ro Dr. King
apparently came from the bugging of his home snd
hotel rooms, a procedure that was outside the Liw
{Such intormation is not admissible in any court.) Dr.
King's telephones were also tapped —a lepal nrocedure
{With today’s sophisticated gdieay a wised telephone
can be turned into a bug that can pck up and 1ecord all
conversations in a room within s clectronic ranged
Disclosure of intormation gained from such authorized
taps is, however, a Federal crime. Secddon 605 of the
Federal Commumications Act, which attempts to as-
sure Americans ot s5oine measure ot privacy, hl‘L’CAfi‘
cally prohibits disclosure and makes 1t a crinye punish-
able with a prison sentence. Few will argue that there
was ever a more hiatant example of disclosure than in
the casc ot Dr. Martin Luther King, and so, by whatever
mvthod the TBE gamed 1es information and leaked it it
broke the Liw and made itselt a candidate for its vwn
vaunted 10 Most Was red” list. o

In the sccund place. a seqael to this King matter
would seem ta demoustrate that there are ne limits o
a J. Edgar Hoover vendetto It took place wien Robert
Kennedy was running for the Democratic nomination
for President in 1965 and, suddenly, 1 the closmg days
of the Oregon primary, the FBI arranged to spring an-
other leak. This time. the whispered word was that
Kennedy himselt had “requested” the wirctapping of
Dr. King and pracnically forced 4 reluctant FBI to en-
gage in the shady husiness

Subsequent investigations by independent journal-
ists indicated that this versien represented the very
reverse of the truth. it scems froin what can be gleaned

from the record that Hoover and the FBI repeatedly

pressured Kennedy to authorize the King wiretaps,
contending that the Negro leader was surrounded by
Comumunists —a -charge that had been purveyed for
years by the John Birch Society. The taps failed ro dis-
close any information of a subversive character, but
the FBI contitucd to press Attorney General Ramsey
Clark, right up to two days before King’s assassination,
for the authorization of more wiretaps—a permission
Clark refused.

In any event, the neatly-timed allegation that Robert
Kennedy had masterminded the King wiretaps served
to paint the Presidential candidate as a ruthless oper-
ator, one who had st.-uped to electronic spying on Dr.
King while treachcrously posing as his fricnd. The
result was that Robert Kennedy (though perhaps not
for this reason alone) wenr down to defeat in the QOre-
gon primary, the first election test ever lost by a mem-
ber of his family.

This sequence of careiully arranged informauon
leaks tells much about the power of Hoover and the
FBI. It seems to say that the FBI was far more nter.
ested in undermining Robett Kennedy political’y und
destroying the reputativa af [y King thas 1t wasan
protecting the latter’s lite. There was stiil i existence,
remember, that 1963 Miami tape with its presiew of
two assassinations. One had been camed vur - the
letter. Logically, then, a perfect warchdog, always on

the alert, would be worried about the possibility of
tire second.

TELLTALE TAPE

Hoover and the FBI couid not claim ignorance of the
Miami tape. tts contents had been revealed e the bu-
reau almost the instant the tape recorder stopped whir-
ring. In the National Archives in Washington, there is
a long-ignored Warren Commission document, No.
1347. Oue page ot this document is censored and still
secret, but the rest has been made public. It begins with
a -cpreduction of an FBL report {which we now print
vesbatim exeept that the names are changed):

- Threst to Kill President

Kennedy by Richard Rooe

Miana faenda

tavernper 901963
On Noverrs 20 101963, a source who has turnished reliable infor-
mation ir the past and i addition has furnished some information
that could nc! be venfied or corroborated. advised SPECIAL AGENT
JOMN DCE . RICHARD ROE. on Novemter 9. 1963, at Miami.
Frovida, ade o« statemant that plans were 1n the making to kill
President JOHN F KENNEDY at s'une future date; that ROE sug
gested one JAMES GOE of Chattarooga, Tenncsee. as the man
who “uuld do the b and that he ;Roel would be willing to help.
ROE reportecly sa.i1 that he was tannliar with Washington and that
the job could be done froni an office or hote! in the vicinity of the
White House using a tigh-powered nifie.

U.S. Secret Service ~as advised of the foregoing information

There are several ~igmificant aspects about this most
peculiar FBI report. Warren Commission Document
1347 shows that the bureau knew of an assassination
plot 12 days before Dallas, that it handled the informa-
tion in the most routae of fashions —and nothing was
done about it. Even mo ¢ significant, however, is the
mariner i which thas FBI report obscured the serious-
ness of the information and so paved the way for finally
brushing the whole business under the rug.

The information was attributed simply to ““a source
who has turnished reliable information in the past”;
there was no indication, no fairtest hint, that what was
involved here was ¢ tape-reco. Jing, with a man’s live
voice describing details of the plot. Hence, in the atter-
math of Dallas, the FBI —as another Warren Commis-
s1on document shows—-simply titerviewed “Roe!” He
denied he had cver said what he had been quoted as

saying. The fact that Miami policc had a tap ord-

ing was covered up; the FBI simply presented t] t
. AL
as the ward ot “a source’” against the woid of “Roe,” the:

case

word of one man against another—and so washedout ™=

the whiole afiair. As a result, not a menuon is made of
the Miuni tape in the Warren Cominission report or its
264 volumes of published data.

This purblind official attitude so distu ‘rcd;j;._Miami
police chat finally, in February 1967, they toid newsmen
abeut o snd the story reeeived some scattered news-
paper potice around the country. Despite this publi-
city, Mianu police nformued Washington, 1).00 attor-
ney Bernad Fensterwald fr, i the summer of 1968
when he hegan to investigate the assassination., that
no federat authoriues on any fevel had expressed the
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least curiosity or concern about this tape whose proph-
ecy of a second major assassination had by that time
been fulfilled. The perfect watchdog, it would seem,
had a blind spot—and a positive tascination with the
theory of the lone assassin.

After Dr. King was assassinated in Memphis in early
April 1968, the verdict was announced in less than 24
hours: no conspiracy, one lone assassin Subsequently,
according to William Turner, “when a Los Angeles
police official proffered information indicating a con-
spiracy to the FBI, he was politely rebuffed: ‘We’ve got
our.man [James Earl Ray], and that’s it. The director
didn’texactly light any candles after King was killed...”

Such is the awesome power of J. Edgar Hoover and
the FBI. It is a power that alfects our entire political
life, the destiny of the nation. It is a power that can re-
ward a friend or break a critic. This probably explains
why, until very recently, much of the adverse criti-
cism of Hoover was muted. A common tactic is o
make a general obeisance in the direction of the throne

room with the observation that howevergreatly Hoover

may have abused his power at times, we should all be
thankful that he, instead of some more unprincipled
man, has been head of the bureau with access to those

. secret dossiers with their ruinous potendal. If one

wants to take comfort trom the reffection that some
unnamed unknown might have bec worse, one can.
but the point that really matters is simple and obvious:
Hoover's power is virtually infinite, and it has been
used, not impartially, but with a vengeance.

Take the strikingly different degrees of dedication
with which the FBI pursued information affecting the
careers of two former powerful United States Scnators.
One was Senator Edward V. Long {D-Mo.}; the other,
Senator Thomas Dodd (D-Conn.).

BIG BROTHER IS LISTENING

Back in 1964-65 Senator Long hcaded an important
Senate subcommittee dealing with one of the crucial
issues of our time—the invasions of the privacy of
many Americans by the snooping agents of Big Brother,
Senator Long’s committee focused primarily upon the
wholesale wiretappings, surveillance and mail-opening
offenses of Internal Revenue and the Post Office. But
in the early stages of his investigation, Long commit-
ted the indiscretion of disclosing some of the ¢xcesses
of the FBL

He discovered that in Missouri the FBI, with the help

of the complaisant Southwestern Bell Telephone Com-
pany, had had a number of special trunk lines run into
its headquarters on the scventh floor of the Kansas
City Post Office Building The arrangement of these
lines was such that the FBl could listen in on virtually
every conversation that took place in whole districts of
Kansas City—on everything from the interminable
gush of teen-age girls to lovery’ assignations to, it was
hoped, the machinations of gamblers {the latter being
the excuse given for this indiscriminate wiretapping).
There is, of course, no sanction in any law for such
wholesale and callous invasions of privacy; but Hoover,
who always contends that the FBI is virginal in its

58

- 'nw.m-m-y—n\

Senator V{ants a (apltol Eye on on FBI

Ahe BRLARIFI

Mike Ch Changes
flis Tune, Rips <~
FBIsSp;mg

Co

Hoo‘ver Tri‘e.d to Ruin
- TWA Pilot: McGovernw

purity, was outraged that anyoue should question the
scope and nature of any investigation by the bureau.
Senator Lung caught the backfire and hastily pro-
claimed to his aides, “I don’t intend to take on the FBL”
Nor did he. The rest of his probe concentrated on the
misfeasances of federal agencies wielding far less poli-
tical clout. _

No ex post jicto discretion could atone, however,
for the Senator’s iniual indiscretion. The FBI subse-
quently, as a by-product of its tapping of the Washing-
ton phone of lobbyist Fred Black in the Bobby Baker
case, learned that | (»ng/and Morris Shenker of St. Louis,
an attorney who at times represented James R, Hoffa'’s
Brotherhood of Teami<ters, were fricnds. The evidence
indicated that Long and Shenker had been splitting fees
on some legal cases (It might be remarked that if every
legislator who indulged in such practice were to be
blackballed, enormous «.uns would be torn in the ranks
of our national legislature. The late Senator Everett
McKinley Dirksen, Republican Majority Leader, was
onc who was notoricus for sharing legai fees reaped by
his law firm from huge corperations desinng influence
with the government.) In Long’s case, the broadjump
inference was made that he v s in Jimmy Hoffa’s hip-
pocket, and by saomc mysternicus process of nsmosis
never disclosed {some sources i:inld Internal Revenue
was the culprit), all of this inviolate information that

.had been gathered by the FBI appeared in print in L1FE

magazine. The result: though Senator Long was for-
mally clearcd of any wrongdoing by his fellow senators,
he was soundly defeated when he hid to face his Mis-
souri electorate again. As Drew Pecarson and Jack An-
derson later wrote, Senator Long “became a victim of
government bugging at the same time he was conduct-
ing the Scnate investigation into governnient bugging.”’

Take now the FBI's entirely ditferent interest in the
case of Senator Dodd. Dodd was a former FBI agent.
Though he had a libera! voting record on some issues,
he was ideologically in sympathy with the radical right
and was much beloved by the ultra-conservative forces
with which Huover has been allied. James Boyd, who
was Dodd’s admiaistrative assistant, has described how
the Senator reacted more with joy than sorrow at news
ot President Kennedy’s assassination. Boyd and some



'.! other disgusted employees in Dodd’s oftice subscquent-

s

ly exposed the Connecticut senator for having diverted
funds raised for his political campaigns to his own pri-
vate pocket. Boyd’s computation showed that.Dodd
had raised $250,000 miore for political purposes than

had been spent in his campaigns; turthermore, on the

money he used for private purposes, he had paid no in-
come tax.

What happencd when Boyd and his cohorts funneled
this information to Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson?

. The FBI went into action at once, But notinvestigating
Dodd. As Pearson and Anderson later wrote; “FBI
agents photostated all the documents in our pos-
session, then turned the investigation around and be-
gan snooping into cur news sources!’ Pearson and
Anderson added: *‘The FBL alsc undertook an explora-
tion into the lives of the stafters, and of the authors
who told the story of Dodd’s chicanery. Throughout the
investigation the FBUs scuvitics were repuniscent ot
the Harding days, when the bureau was used for politi
cal purposes.”’

With this helpful investip won of thie accusers vather
than the accused, major charges against Dodd fell by
the wayside, and it was only because pubhcity abou
his case finally forced a reluczant Senate to censure him
that his political cireer was hnally terminated.

EROSION OF THE SOUL

The famous dictum of Lord Acton’s “Power tends to
corrupt; absolute power corrupts ab<olutely’” has prob-
ably never been better illustrated in our time than in
the career of J. Edgar Hoover. Corruption in this sense
does not mean financial corruption, hut the erosion of
the soul of a man through self conceit and self-worship.
The young, vigorous Hoover, who took nver the Justice
Department’s corrupt Division of Invest -ationin 1924,
who remolded it, who made it for a time a model of
efficiency and integrity, has been transformied by the
universal, unthinking, unchecked adulation ot the years
into a man whose vanity towers supreme over the
official life in Washington.

A rapid succession of incidents in 1969-70 1ilustraved
both the temper of the man and the dangers implicitin
his continued mastery of the FBL

The merest whisper of criticism is enough to touch
off a megalomaniacal explosion. In the fall of 1970, two
institutions ot higher learning felt the imperial wrath.
In New York City, the John Jay College of Criny-nal
Justice has the reputation of being one of the nation’s
foremost schools of criminology. Néw Yurk City police-
men and FBI agents have taken its advanced courses fo
years. Then, during last summer’s semester, one class
got into a tangential discussion of the FBL The professor
remarked that he thought the cult ot personality had
been carried too far and that Hoover had outlived his
usefulness and should retire. An FBI agent in the class,
John F. Shaw, loyally defended the burcau and its diree-
tor, but subsequently he began to reconsider some of
the adverse criticisms that had been voiced. in the fall
he drafted an outline for a thesis on the burean. When
the FBI learned that the thesis would vot becompletely

e e

taudatory, the stuff hit the fan. Shaw was placed under
house arrest, grilled, transferred to Montana. He could
not accept the transfer because his wife (they have four
children} was very ill, so he resigned. Subsequently,
Mrs. Shaw died. Hooveraccepted the agent’s resignation
“with prejudice” Commenting cditorially on Shaw’s
predicament, THE NEW YORK ;IMES said: ', .. this deroga-
tory status now deprives him of employment oppor-
tunities in his professional field. This is tantamount
to blacklisting. Such vindictive treatmentviolates those
liberties which the FRI is supposed to protect.”

When Democratic Senator Genrge MeGovern of South
Dakota asked for a hearing and st.:dy of the Shaw con-
troversy and charged that “Mr. Hoover's action in this
matter indicates that he is willing, to jeopardize the
nghte of agents of the FBI as well as effective law en-
for ement to repress criticism of his administration,”
the rimes supported the senator by duclaiming that his
“¢all for an investigation of the FBI i+ very much in
order” )

At American University in Washington, D.C,, a pro-
fessor made a similar ofihand remark, implying soms
niid criticism of the FBL. (Afterwards, the poor man in-
sieted he could not recall precisely what he soid, solittle
irroortance had he artached to it} The BBI roared that
the wsult was not to be horne, and 11 FBI clerks were
jerked out of classes ar the university. They were per-
mitted to return onlv after the president of the institu-
ron informed Hoover that no slur had been intended.

Another uproar occurred when Hoover s one-time
boss, Ramsey Clark. ptiblished his book, Crime in
Arerica. In this, Clark observed: “Thie 18I has so cov-
eted personal credit that it will sacrifice even effective
crime control hefore itwili shure the glory ofitsexploits,
This has been a petry and costly characteristic caused
by the excessive domination of @ single person, |. Edgar
floover, and his self-centered concern for his reputa-
tion and that of the FBL” Hoover ininediately blasted

“away in an interview with Ken W. Clawson, of the

Washington rost. Ramsey Clark, he sawd, was “ajelly-
fish...a softie,” the “worst” Attorney General he had
ever served under—worse even than Robertr Kennedy
who, even at this late date, Hoover could not {et rest in
peace. To those who knew Clark, the “jellytish” appel-
lation seenied to tell more about Hoover's spite than
Clark’s character: Clark himself repiied pointedly, “He’s
entitled tohisopinion. Heneversaid it while Iwasthere.”

Two Ex-FBI Men Back
CailforProbeopro.
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This succession of incidents demonstrates just how
little it takes to stir the mighty wrath of J. Edgar
Hoover. 1t should be ohvious —but it seems it isn‘t—
that a man so powerful, so self-centerced, so hipped on
the holiness of his own image, represents a danger to
himself, to the burcau and to the nation. When his
every word represents the final word, the ultimate ver-
dict, reason has no chance; when he can -never be
questioned, never be challenged, truth isa pawn.

REDS UNDER BEDS

One of the surcfire ways for the director of the FBI
to get headlines tor himself and the bureau is to yell
“conspiracy.’” It is an old tactic of Hoover’s. There must

always be some monstrous conspiracy, one to scare us.

out of our wits and give the FBI more agents and norc
money to protect us more-infallibly. For years the Com-
munists served Hoover well as a national menace, but
now few persons, except for the most fanatic Birchites,
see Reds under every bed. The Black Panthers proved a
poor substitute, and it was obvious something better
and more scary was needed.

And so it was that when Hoover went before the
Senate Appropriations Commuttee late last year to seck
an extra $14.15-million for 1000 more FBI agents and
702 more field clerks, he bolstered his demand by al-
leging that a group of militant Catholic pacifists had
plotted to kidnap a White House aide and had planned
to blow up underground electrica! conduits and steam
pipes in Washington to force an immediate halt to
United States bombing in Vietnam. The masterminds
of this horrendous plot, Hoover claimed, were two
priests, Daniel and Philip Berrigan, both of whom were
already in a Federal penetentiary for destroying draft
cards in Baltimore in 1968.

Hoover’s testimony touched off a storm. The Revs.
Peter Fordi and Edward McGowan, who claimed to
speak for the East Coast Counspiracy to Save Lives—a
group Hoover had named in connection with the “con-
spiracy’”’ —denied their organization had any connection
with the Berrigans, insisted it had never indulged in
violence nor had ever planned any, and added: “"Hoover
is fabricating the whole thing to gain moneys from the
Appropriations committee. He’s setting up a menace,
as he does every year, to scare the committee into giving
him funds.” A

Congressman William R. Anderson, a Tennessee
Democrat who once commanded the atomic submarine
Nautilus, told the House of Representatives: “Know-
ing the Berrigan brothers...I find it impossible to be-
lieve that Mr. Hoover’s allegations are true. Even in
destroying draft files—illegal acts which they com-
mitted to dramatize the death toll of young American
boys in Vietnam —they were meticulously careful to
plan the events so that no physical harm could possi-
bly befall clerks, bystanders, police or anyone else.”
(Subsequently, when a Federal grand jury actually in-
dicted Philip Berrigan along with two other priests, a
former priest, a nun and a student ot public affairs on
charges of conspiring to kidnap I'residential adviser
Henry A. Kissinger and to blow up the heating tunnels,
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and when Danicl Berrigan and six others were named
as co-conspirators bhut not indicted, Representative
Anderson announced he was pleased that the case was
finally “in the proper judicial channels.”)

Tronically, when the case against the Harrisburg Six,
as the alleged conspirators are called, tinally comes to
court, one of the defense lawyers —along with Leonard
Boudin, visiting professor at Harvard Law School, and
Paul O’Dwyer, New York attorney and unsuccessful
Democratic candidate for the United States Senate in
1968 — will be Ramsey Clark, Hoover’s old antagonist.
But no matter how persuasive the former attormney gen-
eral of the United States may be on his clients’ behalf,
it is doubtful he’ll be able to match the simple effec-
tiveness of the statement made by 47-year-old Sister
Marioric Shuman, one of the ‘“‘co conspirators”: “J.
Edgar is zeroing in on Middle America when he comes
to us. And whu's next, frankly, who's 5iext, I know doz-
ens of Middic Americans here in Washington who are
afraid ot losing their government jobs if they even talk
o me. I have relatives in Boston who are atraid to getin
touch with me by telephone. This is the kind of paranoia
tloover has exploited 'n building up his department.”

It is impossible, of course, to know on what evidence
Hoover bases his sweeping allegations, but to those
familiar with the history of the FBI the alleged plot has
a familiar ring: 1t involves “‘conspirators,” an informer
{one Boyd F. Douglas, Jr, according to THE NEW YORK
TiMES) and lots of ]. Edgar hoopla.

Yes, history may very well repeat itself. Back in 1940,
Hoover hit the headlines with the story of the great
Christian Front Sports Club plot. On January 15, 1940
FBI agents swooped down on the homes of 17 Christian
Fronters {members of a racist group of the extreme
right) in Brooklyn—and proclaimed that the bureau
had literally saved the nation. Hoover, personally an-
nouncing the arrests, put his prestige on the line. He
charged that the ““conspirators” had planned to blow up
a public building; that they had plotted a reign of terror
and violence in which they would dynamite bridges,
seize, and destroy communications centers and con-
fiscate the gold in government vaults. “It took only
twenty-three men to overthrow Russia,” Hoover told
startled newsmen. “We have evidence to substantiate
every claim we have made.”

MORE MAUDLIN THAN MENACING

When the case came to trial, it suddenly took on a
different complexion. It had been developed for the FBI
by a star informer {Hoover has always put implicit
faith in informers) and, as the testimony unfolded, it
became clear that the informer had been the real plot-
ter. He had secured guns and ammunition for the “plot-
ters,” “borrowing’’ these from his National Guard
armory; he had used FBI funds to treat the plotters to
pheasant and to get them drunk. Recordings made of
their conversations showed that they were more maud-
lin than menacing. And so, in the end, the only thing
that hlew up was Hoover’s case —the “evidence to sub-
stantiate every claim we have made.”

This tale +f the informer turned agent provocadteur



has a special relevance today, for there is mounung
evidence that the techiique of 1940 remains the tech
nique of 1970. This nation is being panicked by out-
breaks of violence, especially on cotlige campuses, but

in some instances, at least, there 1s solid evidence that

the FBI itself has been instig.ating the violence.

One such instance of FBl-cngendered violence came
to the attention of the public in Tucson, Arizona, in
July 1970. Two ycars previously Tucson papers had
been filled with headlines about . terrible local under-
world war. Bombs kept going off around the homes of
gangland chieftains Joseph (Joe Bananas) Bonnano and
Peter Licavoli. Then one night Bonnano's son, Salva-

tore, blasted away with a shotgun at two men trying to

plant another bonih. One was peppered so badly he had
to be taken to a hospital, and the whole story began to
unravel,

The details were tinally placed on the record before
Superior Court judge William Frey in July 1970, Ac-
cording to the testimony, this is what had happened: an
FBI agent ir Tucson had recruited a couple of helpers.
One had a telony record and was Tured by the promise
that the record would be cxpunged by u gritetul FiJ,
the other was the ex-convict’s fnend. The £BI agent,
according to the testimony, concocted the bonbing
plot, hoping to touch off an underworld gang warin
which the mobsters would knock each other off, fudge
Frey, noted as a tough law-and-order jurist, was out-
raged. He called the FBI agent to the stand to answer
the charges, but that gentleman claimod the privilege
of the Fifth Amendment against possible self-incrimi-
nation —and subsequently resigned from the EBL It
was obvious that the bureau itself had been responsible
for the bombings. ' .

Another exampic of the way the FBI itself triggers
dissension and discord can be found by examining
events at the University of Alabama in May 1970. Be-
ginning May 6 and lasting until May 18, violence raged
on the Alabama campus, touched off spontaneously, so
it seemed, by students holding a candlelight service to
memorialize the students shot hy the Ohio National
Guard at Kent State. The Alabama disturbances re-
sulted in 150 arrests. )

In September, the real truth came out. Attorneys for
the American Civil Liberties Union charged in court
that the violence leading to the arrests had been precip-
itated by an undercover agent for the FBI and the Tus-
caloosa police. The alleged agent provocateur, Charles
R. Grimm Jr,, had gone to the ACLU for help, but had
deceived ACLU attorneys by not disclosing his under-
cover role. As a consequence, the attomeys said, they
felt free to disclose what they had learned about Grimm
in a three-month investigation.

They declared that Grimm, acting as an agent for the
FBI and the Tuscaloosa police, had been recruited for
his undercover role at Alabama “before Kent State.” He
was to infiltrate the student movement, engage in
radical criticism of university officials, encourage con-
flict and division within the university e provoke
students into committing acts of violence’ and, of
course, to let the FBI know the names of all who fol-
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Jowed where he led.

The ACLU attorneys - Jack Drake, Ralph Knowles
and George Deap —accused Grimm himself of perform-
ing the acts of violence on the University of Alabama
campus. They charged in court that he had committed
arson or attempted arson on five buildings, that he had
made Molotov cockeails and hurled three of them into
the street during one confrontarion. and that he had
thrown practically all of the missiles that had been
directed at police officers.

THIS IS YOURF8BI?

Dean, after testifying to these details himself, at-
tenipted to question FBf Agent Eric Wilson, of Tusca-
loosa, about Grimm’s role. Dean charged that Wilson
had been on the scene on May 18 when Grimm hurled
missiles at police, but the FBI agent refused to answer
all questions on the ground that they involved “an offi-
cial matter which can’t be made public without the
consent of the attorney general

The ACLU attorney was similarly balked when he
tricd to question Tuscaloosa detective Lloyd Russell.
Russell established some kind of a track record for the
poorest memory possessed by any living representative
of the law. He just couldn’t remember any details
about Grimm He couldn’t remember whether he had
asked that a charge against Grimm for failing to obey a
police otficer be dismissed; he could not remember
whether Lo had sought dismissal of a petty larceny
charge aguinst the coed who subsequently became.
Grimm's wife; he could not remember Grimm’s ad-
dress when asked where Grimm could be located now.

As a result, Special Prosecutor Howard Rainey dis-
missed 120 of the 150 arrest cases. As of late September
1970, 14 cases had been tried. Nine resulted in convic-
tions, five in acquittals. Consideration of the remain-
ing cases was postponed. It becomes fairly obvious that
there was no widespread, genuine rebellion on the
Alabama campus beyond that promoted by the FBI's
own undercover man Or, as the threc ACLU attorneys
put it in a public statement, “the real blame for any
violence must be placed squarely on the shoulders of
thosc responsible, the real criminals as it were in this
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situation, the FBl and certain Tuscaloosa city police.”’
The burning of the Reichstag in Berlin in i933~
plotted, most historians now agree, by rhe Fuscists
themselves —was blamed on the “Convnunicis and
served as an excuse for Hitler to extend his dictatorial
power. The Tucson and the University of Alabama cases
{and they are only two among inany} suggest that the
FB! is not above using similar tacacs to deliver America

mito the avms of repression. Philip Berngan and his co-
defendants, 1n denying any part i the alleged kidnap
plot, charged the government with atterapts to “destroy
the peace movement’” and also compared the indict-
ments against rhem to the Nazis’ Reichstag fire tech-
nique —a toctic meant “to stampede the.. . people into
supporting a policy ar repression athome and militarism
abroad.” [ ]

“What do you think couiu happen to the ordinary citizen?”

Fred J. Cook's articie documents the charge that J. Edga
‘Hoover, the suppase:dly impartial head of the FBI. has Jamon.
strated politica! prejudice  the way he treated Dr Martin
Luther King Jr. in the way he undercut Attorriey General Rebert
F. Kennedy. in the way he was soft cn Senator Thoimas Dodd
and rough on Senator Edward Long, and in the: way he is con-
tinuing to show poltical bias in negatively characterizing
minority groups and in lashing out at pacitists and other
dissenters

Maore frightening yet. purhaps. 18 the more recent accusation
made by House of Representatives Majority Leader Haie Bogys
of Louisiana: "t charg= categoricaliy that the '8t had me under
surveitlance. my personal bfe...l know tt vecause of reporis
that have corhe back to me.” He stubceguently added, 7o pr-
vate conversations and communications, numears memoers
of Congress tiave reparted to mia their irm corvittion that their
telephone conversahiors =nd activities are ne :cbyect of sur-
veillance by the FBI "

Congressman Bogys' revelation ecnoed one made pre-
viously by Senztur toseph M. Montoya. a Now Mexico Demo-
crat when. i attacriig the Nixon Adrmisuadion for actively
participating in “frichtening tnvasions of citizens’ rights and
privileges,” he said, "Even the United States Senate is not im-
mune to it. More than a few membpers huve personally expressed
their feelings on these subiects to me. | agree with them. Sev-
eral have plainly stated tiiey beiiave their conversations have
been monitored ”

Although J Edgar Hoover vehemently denied Representa-
tive Boggs' charge by stating, “l want to make a postitive asser-
tion that there has never been a wiretap of a senator's phone or
the phone of a member of Congress since | became director
In 1924 there were immediate demands for reforms of the

bureau. Representative Emanuel Celler. Democrat of Brooklyn, |
chairman ot the House Judicrary Commiltee. saio he would,

consult members of his committee about the possibility of
holding hearing: on the FBI. Representative Charles H. Wilson,
Democrat of California. introduced a bill that in the future
would limit the tenure of the bureau head to 10 years and would
require him to retire at age 65. Representative Wayne L. Hays,
Democrat of Ohio. announced that the House Administration
Committee, which he chairs, would hire an independent com-
pany to check the phones of national legislators to see if they
were tapped. Senator Sam J. Ervin Jr, Democrat of North Caro-
lina, Chairman of the Senate Constitutional Rights Subcommut-
tee, indicated he'd gladly accommodate Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Richard Kleindiens - who cltaimed he would “welcome
an investigation” of the “&i "by the responsible members of
Congress—if oniy the burcau would cooperate.” (Ervin had
been trying. with no success. since June 9, 1970 to discover the
extent and method of FBI surveiltance of American citizens )
Representative Bella' S Abzug. Democrat of Manhattar, in
filing a resolution calling for an inquiry into the functioning of
the FBI that would inctude “investigation.of the abitity of the
director,” said, "In recent monits we have observed charges
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by Mr Hoover agansi .:aders of the Catholic antiwar move-
ment originate in testimony made before committees of Con-
gress and justified only by an indictment returned two months
later. Stolen FBI fites have shown us that the agency routinely
maintains ‘large and inaccurate doss:ers on special groups
«nd Individuais —notably the peace movement and black ac-
t.0al groups --whose politics the director finds personally
otrensive. These incidents show us that the FBi may be slowly
but mexcrably invacding the privacy. the constitutional freedoms
and e peace of mind of usall”

it i+ more than coincidence that these critics of the bureau
are o each mstance Democrats, and that since 1968, wnen
Euqgene: McCarthy catted for ihe ouster of J. Eogar Hoover, the
orly national legislators wrno have dermanded the dismissal or
resignatici- ot the FBI directar have been Demacrats ~ liberal
Democrats 3! that such as Senator George S McGovern of
South Dakata and Senator Edrund S Muski2 ot Maine More
than coincidence because as the United States perfects what
former Army inteii : agent Christopher Pyle has callied
“the intelligenc - appafatus of a4 pouce stale” and as the FBI
and other agencies compe mitirens of dossiers on American
citizens, it becemes ciearly evident that tie bureau uses and
abuses its power tor partsan political purposes and that "the
enemy,” n the mindg of ... Edgar Hoover, is anyone to the left of
Attorney Genetal Jo' N. Mitchet

The Federal Governient, through the Department of Defense.
initiated and impiemerted domestic pohticai surveiiance 0p-
erations from mid-1967 t¢ mid-1970 —during which time dos-
siers were collected ¢ the private and public hives of thou-
sands of peopie. inciurhirg Ilinois Democratic Senator Adla
Stevenson 3rd, Democrate: Representative - Abner Mikva of
Hlinois and the late Whinw: M. Young Jr. Director of the Urban
League. This iact was documented by former mihtary inteilt-
gence ofticers in testtmony before the Senate’s Subcomnmutiee .
on Constitutional Rignts. Now. the Departimant ¢t Defense 18
obviously not e Federal Bureau of Investigai un nor s the
Inferdivisicna: Information Unit (known as £D.i.U ), the Detense
Department’s successor in the b ness of political spying and
snooping, but the ties between hese snoop-and-spy agencies
are very strong. Reporter Richard Halloran of THE NEW YORK
TIMES pots out: “1 D.LU. gets about ninety percent of its in-
forinaiion from the Federal Bureau of investigation.”

What's scary about ai! thisis notjus! that it's happening here,
but that anyone s vulnerable: today the legislator is spied
upon, tomarrow the lithographer. Far-fetch2d? Not if Hale Boggs
18 right For, in disclosing that the FB! 1 id had his personal
and political iife under surveillance. . ~gressman Boggs
slated: "The only reason i'm saying what rippened 1o me is
that if this would happen io the majority ieac=r of the House of
Representatives. what do you think. could he . men to the ordi-
nary citzen?”

Writ could rrppen is that his phone calis are monitored, his
sthor s bugeoq, tus hore s wired with electiotac listening
devices, his mait is opened, his fnends, neighbors and ac-
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The privacy---or lack of 1t
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informalion Sup- ja the subject of allention
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quaintances are questioned. fus past :s raked up, his prasent
is investigated and ius right to privacy s abrogated He tnen
becomes another dossier in the FBI's Domestic intelligence
Division's enormous files, one more investigative reportamony
at ieast five million other reports. one more name on a list culled

~ from more than 50 miltion index cards.

A list is just a list—until it 1s used. in Gilbert and Sullvan's
comic opera The Mikado the Lord High Executioner, Ko-Ko
sings it as it is: "As some day it must happen that a victim must
be found/i've got a littte hst—i've got a littie list./Of society
offenders who mighi well be under ground,/And who never
would be missed.—who never would be missed.” And a dossier
is just a dossier—until it is abused. For, as Ram'sev C.ark warns,
“Much of the information gathered by mvestigative agencies is
unevaiuated, uncorroborated, untrus and ummporiant — but its
misuse can be devastating ™

What misuse? A former FBI agent telis it as o mint be
"There 15 enough data .nthose files to make them: thae d.:- - ed
est Gestapo outlit this country has ever seen.if thuse tie - wver
fall into the wrong hands. living in this country w:ii be as < -
gerous as hell We'll have a. damied wcrel e ON cnif
hands.” — 14 EDITGRS
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F B.I. Under Fire

1 For decade:, under a half-dczen Presidential adminis-
I, trations, J. Edpir Hoover has enjoyed a carefully nur-
q tured immunity from attack and even from criticism
B that only the most sacred cow in the entire structure
9 of the Federal Go . -vnment could ever hope 1o achieve.
But as the Federal Bureau of Investigation under his
leadership encountars increasingly heavy geiig on sev-
o eral different fronts, ! 1is durable public relations triumph
a seems to be railing anart.
Bl former Senator Fupsne McCarthy may, in his quiet
v way, have started thit change of public mooxd in 1969
when he showed that :.» heavens did not fall upon 2
7 presidential candidate who had the temerity to urge
' Mr Hoover's dismissal, rewﬂ montis Gepresentative
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As We Go to Préss...Here are late develoor.ents invaiving
the FBI. Firstly, niew indictmants, superseding the old ¢es,
ha.e heen brouy:t agamst the Rev. Philip Berrigan and his co-
defendants, broadering the conspiracy charge o snclude
planned draft board raids as well as the alleged kianappig
piot (two new defendants are cited, the names of three unii-
dicted “co-conspirators.” including the Rev Damel J. Berrigan,
are dropped and a ietter from Sister Elizaneth McAlister to
Father Philip Berrigari — and a wntten reply from him to her—
are released to the press in support of the claims made in the
indrstments). Secondly, the year-old Committee for Public
Justice, composed of. among others, one-time Attorney Gen-
eral Ramsey Clark, former Assistant Attorney General Burke
Marshail -former Director of the Department of Justice’s Com-
munity Relatior:s Service Roger Whkins and educators from
1he Woodrow Wiison School of Punitic and International Atfairs
of Princeton University, is launching an investiqaton of the
FBI's role in American lite because of the bureau's “political
intinndation At vanous individuals and groups.” Thirdly. 51
percent of the people polled by NEWSWY K magasine express
the behef that .| £.gar ar should retirg
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