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Dear Lr, Gook,

The Remparts circulsr is eholosed. I 4o not need 4t. Fhat you want 1o on the daek
bage and is markeds I'11l be surprised if they sre doing the book Steve mentioned,
¥ildng 1s the pubdisher, and they're meking » big thing out of 1t, They may be
able to dn detter then Remparts, end the megazine end wen set aeme tine ngo, The
book is due the end of next month. The salesmen sre offering 1% oW, tut saying
very 1ittle about 4f 4f their "oshington selesman in his yesterday's performance
at one of his better customers' 1s o fair ssmpla. I will tsll you more zfier you
finish reading mine, for I think you'll be heppier that way, I do understsnd it is
8 strong book, .

S%eve did uot tell you becsume he was keeping my secret, I had en0igh trouble without
asking for more, like heving e printer destroy ths plates end mess up the negutives,
then resign. it was reslly mo seeret, for my rhome st lesst $s quite publice & juat
didn't went to sdvertise it until I was glving out ths pregs copless Ths only mshtions
of wideh I am aware imx are s pice story in the London Times snd som thing moved

by either AFP or a psner shoring i%p DC office., I do oxpect mores I va hanpy The

Natlon sent you the copys With your knowledge of the £leld, I hops for review, I

didn ¢t bacause I have already ziven awsy & thousand dollsrs worth of press coples

end I haven't the slishtest 1den where 4ho mozey to pay tha printar iy coming from,

Semedey we'll get together and swap fruatrations. You had a memo at books I hud a
Linished book, end you'll socn know whut it ssys, You are probably correet about

The Netion's attitude, 4% mome point someone 1s going to realize that the best
enswer is the truth, ss close as man asn gpproach 1t. Thers is mo saving Harl

Wesren from his signature, but he needn't bs the goat. 1 hope you will agree with
end undersatend my perhavs eliptical trestment. T would 1ike to hear from you when
you finish, and on the chanc= you are reviewing, I'll say nothing about the contents.

iy Preface 1s not in any sense an exagperastion, a8 you perhaps mors than anyone

will understend. The book 4s entirely my éwn. “y only { emd wonderful) helper wus

my wife, who wore out her tyrewriter vith sbout throe-quarterxs of s miliicn words

of typing on this subject alcne, of which about & third of s million “ere notes. Thet
is the extent of the research, Sylvie Mesgher suggested the sddition of seversl smell
and not orgenic things, nerhepe four of which I usead, One is the rosl Hidell, another
is your very goo friend J, Edger Boowsr's trses, which I heve preserved, 1 horpe,
slonside the Zmperor's clothes, and snother the reference tc the FEI's benk check

on Oswald, The manusoript was completed by nid-Fobrusry 1966, The first limited
‘edition (for pmtocuoxs wes aopyrighted as 1 recall in early Auguut., Since then

I have been ready for publicetion, 1 dglayed too long. Boloday I'1l tell you why,

Whet you hive 4s the unedited first draft, ALL the editors seiff to leave 1t slong,
with the undeleted adjectives and saressii, becsuse no two houses would edit it alike.
If you have time to note sugrestions, it micht be helpful, for I still hope to’
attract regular publication. The beby 1s msrsly out of the plzcenta, It 43 not yed
even dry. I em hopeful, There is a mcheduled helf-hour redio interview on & popular



Cun

}paéboemn and an indefinite TV interview that may be next week, I am working on
something much bigger aebout whioch I'm pledged to confidence. It looks geoods I
domthink I've turnel the corner, There is commercial distribution in Washington,
but I know of no copies distriduted other then thex 748 I placed in the 19 stores
I an-roacheds ne is eversginc ebout 5 o dey!

The odd but comprehensible thing is that the liberals fsar for Esrl Warremn, the
right for their own, and the othexmsfor themselves, Meanwhile, the late Fresident
had such friends he necded no enemies, His own brothers will not interest thom~
selves in sny aspect of the metter, even to reading a book, with no strings sttached.

Some dey I'm doing & book mlresdy outlined, noted snd in smsll Iart written, entitled
"Dick Daring In The HelYBox; or How I Got Rich in Six Bonths. it must weit for
other things, ineluding the lapse of time to prevent hurt to the mony fine editors
who did try to helpe. . :

1 ramble beceuse I'm tired and s friendly, encouraging letter, especislly one
dellvered on time, is unususl snd pleasant. Begiming in the morning I'1l be

busy petting ready for some of the thinza I've been working on and may not be able
to answgr. 1 & apvreciaste vour good wishes, snd I thank you for taking the time
to extend thems I hope you'll be sble to write after you finish the book,

Sincerely,

Harold ielsberg



722 Fernmere Avenue
Interlaken, N.J., 07722
May 18, 1966

¥r, Harold Weisberg
Hyattstm’ Hd., 2073h

Dear Mr, Weisberg:

Your letter arrived this morming and, along with it, as chance would have it, a copy
of your book which Carey McWilliams forwarded to me, Naturally, I haven't had a chance
to read the book yet, but I'm glad you got it out, Steve Barber had told me about it
on the phone some weeks ago, but I didn't know at the time you had gonme ahead with your
own printing plans, Congratulations, = ° - - oo '

This is the mast frustrating thing I have ever encountered in all my years as an author,
I began in December, 196k, circulating a detailed memorandum to magazines, trying to
interest someone in the falacies of the Warren Report. My object was much more limited
than yours, It was, for the purposes of a magazine article, concentrated on just one
point: was there a conspiracy or wasn't there? And its basic procedure was to take

the Warren Report's thesis of how the assassination happened---to take it exactly and
then show, that, according to the Warren Commission's own evidence, it absolutely could
not have happened that way, . _

P

As you Imow even better than I, thé evidence absolutely swears at the conclusions, but
I found it impossible (and I underline the word advisedly) to imterest anyone in
exposing this simple and undenisble faét, Editors would read the memorandum, puzzle
over it, then.say to me, "We've all. lookéd at it, and we can't find any flaw in your
reasoning, . but-w=® The "bui" always frailed off pretty weakly into the excuse that
perhaps there would be some 'new evidence™ changing everything before they could get
the article into print, Look had the nemo for six solid weeks, and then we had to

ask for it back, 1f they weren't going to wse it, The Ndtion shied from the idea of
opening up a divisive issue; that's my interpretation, bub about'the oily way I cam *
describe their atiitude, and tlhien, too, there was Carey's admiration for Warren amd’ - -
his friendship with some of the staff whom he highly regarded; Well,'I won't bore you

with it all, ‘but I got nowhere, °

Iast September, % got all exclted; I did some 20,000 words plus for them; they
were as happy, Lo use 'l Mundt's phrase, as a South Dakota pheasant in a South Dakota
cornfield, Then, all of a sudden, semething happemed to them, What , I still don't know,
Steve Barber has picked up a Fumor that Someone commected with the commission has done
an expose about the slipshed way the investigation was handied; and it strikes Carey and
me. that this 18 what will probably appear in Ramparts, since it fits their” xsmsakimmxtiss
sensationalized, "inside" formula of recent issues, Anyway, after thréatening to sue
the bastards, I've finally gotten the mamuseript back---and I guess I can eat ite' I'm
trying to inbterest Carey and The Nation, but that seems a dubious propositions So that!s
my story, I would appreciate It if you can send me your copy of the flier that )
put out, I've heard about it, but baven't seen ite-.-and I'd like tod have it, just in
case Ramparts tries to jmedocxm poach some of my material, which®they may, -
Anyway, I'm glad you got out this broadside; it's needed, But isn't it a helluva
comentary on this country that the assassination of a much-beloved President could
be treated this way? _ . _

D " Yours truly,

y



