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Dear Dana,

Your letter of the 2Yth was delayed a wookm in reaching mee That perplexes we less
than the letter itself, wuite ffankly, I find myself wondering about your sincerity. You
say that with the others now gone or working you can't handle the whole thing by yourself,
In th: two months that have passed, you could have done everything by yoursclf. It is ob-
vious you could have made at lest a beginning. There is a trial trangcript. There is a
decision, a court of apyeals procesding and a decision there and there is am 50 page petition
cert now befor: the Supreme Court, and at the very least all of these have to be read. liere
you have much more than is nceded for a beglnning point,

We went over all of this when I was there. You seemed to be maldng notes. I supiested
then and later that you might want to consult with Uean Lesar and/or Hampe, the lawyer
(TN7) who handled the petition cert (be careful with him until you are certain because as
of Thursday, when Jim Lesar was here, he had not received either the petition cert or the
CA docision from Hampe). You could have reached me much earlier,

John certainly is no lemmingway. He is hard to uake out, in writing and in speech. That
stuff secms pretty far out. but if you will write Jim Lesar, who has just heard that part
of uy questioning of John that is on tape, 2 1/2 hours, he will tell you that despite John's
record, what emerges is quite eredible and no less fascinating. So, with John'y letter, it
would seen bazic that after fimiliarizing yourself with the facts you go over them, note
all the things he says, leads he provides on fact, and know what there is to be investigateds

I an no lawyer. Perhaps these things are wrong. If youwrschooling in the law has not
progressed %o the point wherc you can make a judgement, you do have people you can consulte
I think you will find the ACLU types you mentioned quite turnmed on by the repressive nature
of the CA decision. If you hold the principles you declared, and 1 do think you do, I really
think tlhat in an entire legel lifetime you may not have an oprortunity to attempt as much
in pursult of these principles. It is not by accident that I say "attempt", because I think
the legal situstion 1s now a bad one, thanks to Stoner, who may have fiittered avay most of
John's rights and possibilities, It m¥y laso be worse because of these two months lost.

I hardly lknow you, Dana, but you impressel me as a decent and deeply concermed young
man, Your record with me and your letters are inconsistent with this or the int=11igence
that cume through when we met, Therefore I concluce not that you are lazg or & fink but that
you have an emotional hangup in this. For your sake as much ag anyFhing else I sug est you
think this thing through. You are turned off becaus: of Stoner, Actunlly, he should turn you
on, you should burn because of what he did not just to John, who may or mey not have been
guilty, but to all those who will suffer, perhaps for close to in perpetuity vecause oif the
evil precedent established. ind whiher of not John is a racist is irrelevant. I don t care
and didn't eithe~ ask him or try to find out. it is irrelevaut. Frinciple is all thft matters
to me, and I would assume this is no les: the case with a lawyer or a wan who wants to be ones

I went into all the stuff in those letters with Yohn and all that rolates to James' cese
stacks up 100/, I have independent confirmation, including of smell details, from three others.
I have confirmation from newspaper files. There is confirmation in the court record with which
he was unfamiliar, So on the face of it, his word can be taken, at least to begin withe Most
or all the people named by John are available. But I think it would be unwise to see them with
only what is in his letters in your mind, I think you have to know what is in the record first.
1 assume that the record made by the prosecution in this case may well be corrupt, but you
have to know it and ducide for yourself and because in one way or another it has to be mete

snother thing that makes me feel you are hung up on this is your silence about the tapes
of the ¥rank chow. Yy reason for wanting them is to have a record of what he suid for use in
James' defense, If you did not detect the presence of these things in what he sald, Stonee's
presence on the show did blow your mind, For exmmple, that the coroner confsssed basic error
%o him %wo years after the autopsy. Uther things usy not be as clear to you, but they are
there, You have not sent either blank or recorded tapes to me after two months. And you had
sald you'd try amd get others to make duplicates, I still don't have the tapes the station
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promised. Lerhaps they will yet come, IF they do, we need more than one anyvay. So, let us
address your possible hang up, for unless it is done, the law may well turn out o be a
futility for you without adbandonment of your Pprinciples,

Dased on what I know, I think the best and esaicst way is for you to read the CA decision,
I know of it only what Hampe told @e, and I can interpret it better with the infornation from
Jdohn. If what Uampe told me is true, then this decision is onc that should outrage and inspire
Yyous That doing souething about it will be diffieult now should, if tho decision uweans what
I think it dees, make you more determined to make an effort. It is ineredible to ne that the
: ve forgotten, have no
interest in the precedent secuing to be established by the admission of thig tainted evidence
against Johh, who could not be and never was connected with it, whereas it was thrown out

; Can you project thig principle

if this is the eifect of that
he lawyers you Aentioned to me,

One of the obvious and now apparently more difificult things is finding "new evidence"
wit dn the law, I understand this has to be evidinee not available to the defense at the
time of the trial, Only investigation can disclose if thig ig possible, and that is what
you people were suppossd to do. Of the possibilities that stick in Iy mind, one of the more
obvious is that the FBI conducted an illeyal seizure at Yohn's residence and with it stole
the evidence that bears on his alibi, or part of it, that his car was incapable of whatiig
attributed to it because of mechanical problems. I remcmber overheating. This evidence was
in the form of receipts, e paid cash, but he gos receipts. He can give you the n.mes of
the garages he went to and of the man to whom he sold the car, He told me he thinks this
@an will confirm hig story even though he is a policeman, iHow, if there Was a warrant for
the search, there should be a record of it ang what was taken pursuant to it, no? If that
wag withheld from the fefense, isn't there a legal point in it? If there was = search withe
out a warrant, as clearly seems to huve becn the case in Uregon, ian't that also relevant?
If you do eny work at all, uuch uore should sugcest itaself to yous I have made arrangemcnts
for you to have access to John, but until Jou do more than say
going to do it, And I repeat the belief that if you and your associates hold the principles
you profess and are gerious about the lay, thie tough case provides a once-in-g-lifetime
opportunity for you, experience the likes of which Yyou will not easily coue by and what no
teacher can teach Jous And a chance to do something about thogo principles, Sonverscly, with
your principles, failure to do semething when you can is something that can lster gall you.

You ask me thongs I have tolg you, so I am baffled, The only attorney in the case in
any way of whom I kmow ig lampe, To the best of my knowled

I don"t know if he handleq the appeal, but that kno.ledge
I did tell you, that he researched and wrote the petition cert. Stoner loused it up and got
out, James wrote me that there was another atiorney in it with Stoners If tids is the case,
nobody else said mo, He may have had Hampe in mind,

_ I think the rererence to "downstate man" is in a carbon of a letter I wrote to a
“hicago reporter. This case secms to be intertwined with a number of others where there

8¢ eus to have been ofticial hanlgy—panky, What 8eems to have hap ened ia that everyone

in any way cannscted with James in the Past has becn put avay, quietly, by the I'BI, With
eriwinal types, this iy Gasye Sut it may also be that they were guilty. With all of them it
Seems unlilky. With one his case worker told me it was an apparent bum rap and an incredible
sentence. With another is seems clear that another wag guilty, not he, If you need motive,
conagider that despite his Y9=year sentence, there ig no case at all against James and the
strenuous efforts to deny him and history an open trial, So, the "downstate man" ig a
Teporter I tried to get interested through a reporter I know, to sec if Be could or would
check out soue aspects of these things "downstate” in +1linods,

I will send o cory of this to Jim Lesar, bis add#ess is Carrollsbury Square, N-T0Q,
3 and H Sts., Sy washington, D.C, If what I have now teld you, in this lutter and the }
others and in person, is not clear enough, plsase consult Wwith him, That is dashington, |
DeCo zip 20024, <hone, 484~6023, Hampe and the courts h.ve the transeript, as does v ohn,
4 phone call should get you answers to some of the questions you ack me, .sk Hampe or



do what you'll be spending a lifetime doing, consult the court records, They are where
you are, not where I am, There can be no waste of time in this for one training for the
law. Even if you accomplish nothin:, you contribute to your own education and preparation
for your career, In addition, you have a rare opportunity to serve the principles you hold,
With & reasonable amount of effort your group might also be able to come up with evidence
quite relevant in the King cage. If you understood what Jomvwpote, the areas ought be pretty
obviouss Jim Lesar has these letters. Un hearing my questioning of John from the tapes this
pest Thursday, this became more apparent to hime But until I have some kkdnd of record of
performance on your (Pl) part, I oan:‘t ethically let any of you have thes¢ things, can I?
You do have enough in the letters. I followed them further, with John and with others,
More, you are cloge enough to all involved points to reach them eagily.

So, as I gee it, the first thing to be addresgdis Dana, not the evi ence or what
is to be done or can be done. The next thing is to learn what is involved in the case,
First you have to put your head together on this. If you do that, the rest wili fall
into place. You can then proceed in an orderly manner and with much less guidance than
you seem to think,

If you know of Stone what you saw and heard, you lmow too little. He and his people,
for example, hate Jews worse than blacks. I am a Jew, Should that make me leas interested
in his vietim, in the other evil he has done, of which this case is a conspicuous ezample?
Is this different for you than for me? And on John or whatever he may or may not be, what
would you have felt if you were the lawyer and he were idranda or Escobido? Or Wadnrd ght?
Does not the lawyer defend more than a client?

I an we. ve more to than I ecan possib t d& to. I have
no ing;gg'and heavy Sobig  ad .h?onow pa‘:l.nci.d;laa I hold, ot aomalycggt. One cost should
not be having to write such letters to a young man with a free summer. I got up early on
& Sunday morning to write this, and I will spend the rest of a long day on other work,
When my wife called me to breakfast before I began this paragraph, she asked me what I
was workdng on. I told her, She asked me & simple question, "What kind of' lawyer will
he make?" She meant no insult in aslking it. I mean none in repeating it, It i3 a simple
questlon that I think gets to the erux, I think you should do some deep thinking sbout
thises As I know I suggested earlier, you might well consult with others about it, including
Dean Lesar, We badly need the ldnd of lawyer you can be, more now tham ever before. The
question is, will you be the kind of lawyer you can, the kind 80 needed? I do hope mx 80,
including for you. ¥rom the record between you and me, the prospects are not encouraging
without changes within you, in your thinking and unders « How you see things and
your place in them, Others can help you, but you are the one who has to put it all together,

I do hope you can,
sincerely,

Harold Weisberg



June 29, 1972
Dear Harold,
gbvioualy, my apologies for being so late with a reply to you.

Many probleme have been encountered in gett;ng gtarted on this
case ® since I last spoke with you. To begin with, the §tudsnta
who were willing to help on the case last semester now either
have summer jobs and can no longer &fford the time that the case
demands or have left St. Louis for the summer contrary to their
earlier plans. I cannot handle the whole thing myself . There-
fore, without furkher help from other students, I am at a stand-
stili. I em fairly sure that a group can be orgenized in the
early fall when the first semester starts, but before then, things
are very doubtful. It may be a good strategy for us to get things
on the case together enough so that when the studente come back
in the fall we can start right in on the investigation.

The next problem is that I cannot make heads or tails from either
your cover letter to me or the letters of John to you. John's
letters are very interesting, but I seem to be missing the per-
spective in which they are to be reaé&, for they seem meaningless.
&3868& Also, who is the attorney on the case, perhaps I should see
him at least to find out what is happening with any appeals that
may be in progress. (learly there are facts to be checked out,
but when we receive them out of context, it is dé&fficult teo fi-

gure their rele vancy to the case.

The main problem I guess is that I simply cannot tell what you
want done with the letters that John has sent. Follow-ups, I
assume, but on what?

If I were to give these letters to a group of students and tell
them that this is the case that we are going to help on, they
would # think I was totally absurd.

Te put it guite simply, the whole is a quandry for me. In the
present state of the letters and directions that you have sent
with them, I doubt that I could get any students to work on the

investigation.

Who is my "downstate man"? I do not know.

If T am going to ask other students to work on this investigation,
what you want done must be made clegrer. John's letters make in-
teresting reading, but little more than just that, interesting

reading.

Help if_you_can _see t oblem, i i
Solrse1¥s r°8ha T “stulleaRe Trat ? BERETHER S TRsg AT CfjgE, like
more guidance is needed if we are to do anything.

%g thg mgantiﬁg, I have been looking for a student who has free
ime during 1s summer to begin to pick the case up. Hopef

I will find someone. c P £ peralle

take care



