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A

ir D
ate: January 20, 1992 

T
ip

 O
'N

eill o
n

 th
e S

ta
te o

f th
e U

n
io

n
 

A
N

N
O

U
N

C
E

R
: 

W
elcom

e to L
arry K

ing L
ive. T

onight: M
r. S

peaker —
 T

ip 
O

'N
eill. T

h
e B

o
sto

n
 Irish

m
an

 w
h
o
 m

ad
e a career as th

e m
an

 o
f th

e H
o
u
se 

sets h
is leg

en
d
ary

 p
o
litical eig

h
ts o

n
 th

e cu
rren

t scen
e. N

o
w

, h
ere's L

arry
 

K
ing. 

L
A

R
R

Y
 K

IN
G

: G
o
o
d
 ev

en
in

g
. W

e're b
ack

 in
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 after last n

ig
h
t's 

tow
n forum

 in P
ittsburgh and a w

eek in L
os A

ngeles. W
e hope you enjoyed 

all th
at p

ro
g
ram

m
in

g
. W

e're b
ack

 in
 th

e frien
d
ly

 co
n
fin

es o
f o

u
r stu

d
io

s in
 

A
m

erica's capital city, the D
istrict of C

olum
bia. 

A
 q

u
ick

 n
o
te: T

o
m

o
rro

w
 n

ig
h
t w

e're g
o
in

g
 to

 d
o
 a m

ajo
r sto

ry
 an

d
 p

ro
-

g
ram

 d
ealin

g
 w

ith
 b

reast im
p
lan

ts, an
d
 W

ed
n
esd

ay
 n

ig
h
t C

y
b
ill S

h
ep

h
erd

 
w

ill be w
ith us. 

S
om

etim
es it's hard to believe anyone else could call the H

ouse to order. 
T

ip
 O

'N
eill n

o
 lo

n
g
er m

ak
es th

e train
s ru

n
 o

n
 tim

e o
n
 C

ap
ito

l H
ill, b

u
t h

e's 
such an icon —

 such a sym
bol of G

overnm
ent for the people —

 it's as if he 
still ru

m
b
les th

ro
u
g
h
 th

o
se h

alls. L
ik

e C
o
n
g
ress itself, th

e m
an

 is h
earty

, 
ru

m
p
led

, en
tertain

in
g
, p

assio
n
ate, an

d
 n

ev
er ab

o
v
e a g

o
o
d
 rh

u
b
arb

. W
h
en

 
P

resident B
ush aw

arded him
 the P

residential M
edal of F

reedom
 tw

o m
onths 

ag
o
, h

e called
 T

ip
 O

'N
eill a to

u
g
h
 p

artisan
. F

ar m
o
re im

p
o
rtan

t, h
e is a tru

e 
patriot. H

e'll be w
ith us for the full hour tonight. W

e'll be taking your phone 
calls, if you w

ant to talk w
ith one of the legendary figures in A

m
erican politi-

cal history —
 the H

onorable T
ip O

'N
eill. 

A
nd on this very auspicious occasion, the birthday of M

artin L
uther K

ing, 
Jr. —

 I know
 you knew

 him
. 

T
H

O
M

A
S P

. O
'N

E
IL

L
, F

orm
er Speaker of the H

ouse: I rem
em

ber I w
as 

th
ere fo

r th
e g

reat sp
eech

 th
at h

e m
ad

e an
d
 I'll n

ev
er fo

rg
et it, eith

er, b
e-

cau
se it w

as a trem
en

d
o
u
sly

 h
o
t su

m
m

er's d
ay

. A
n
d
 Jim

 O
'H

ara fro
m

 D
e-

troit and Jim
 R

oosevelt, w
ho w

ere m
em

bers of C
ongress, got a bus, and about 

2
5
 o

f u
s w

en
t d

o
w

n
 an

d
 w

e sat rig
h
t to

 th
e left o

f h
im

 as y
o
u
 lo

o
k
 u

p
. H

e 
cam

e o
v
er an

d
 sh

o
o
k
 h

an
d
s w

ith
 all o

f u
s. I'v

e h
eard

 a m
illio

n
 sp

eech
es in

 
m

y
 life an

d
 "I H

av
e a D

ream
" —

 T
h
at w

as th
e g

reatest th
at I'v

e ev
er h

eard
. 

T
hat w

as a beautiful, beautiful speech. 
K

IN
G

: W
ere you involved in m

aking his birthday a national holiday? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

V
ery

, v
ery

 m
u
ch

 so
. I w

as S
p
eak

er o
f th

e H
o
u
se w

h
en

 th
at 

. w
as m

ade and C
oretta cam

e in to see m
e. N

ow
, the question on how

 w
e w

ere 
going to get it m

ade—
 

K
IN

G
: B

y the w
ay, by asking "very involved," som

etim
es a S

peaker can be 
very involved in som

ething and som
etim

es he can—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: 
W

ell, I w
as v

ery
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
is o

n
e. T

h
e q

u
estio

n
 w

as—
T

h
ere w

as n
o
 q

u
estio

n
 w

e co
u
ld

 p
ass th

e b
ill. It w

as h
o
w

 y
o
u
 g

et th
e ru

le 
o
n
to

 th
e flo

o
r. If y

o
u
 g

et th
e ru

le to
 th

e flo
o
r w

ith
 an

 o
p
en

 ru
le, th

en
 th

ey
 

co
u
ld

 attach
 all ty

p
es o

f am
en

d
m

en
ts aro

u
n
d
 it an

d
 it w

o
u
ld

 k
ill it. If y

o
u
 

b
ro

u
g
h
t it in

 w
ith

 a clo
sed

 ru
le th

at n
o
 am

en
d
m

en
ts co

u
ld

 b
e o

ffered
 to

 it, 
w

hich the R
ules C

om
m

ittee did at her behest and m
y behest—

 It passed and 
becam

e the legal holiday. 
K

IN
G

: A
re you surprised that A

rizona as a state still doesn't celebrate it? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

ee, I really am
, to be perfectly truthful. It's kind of sm

all on 
th

eir p
art. I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 th

at th
ere's-- I d

o
n
't th

in
k
 it's racial. I th

in
k
 it's 

stu
b
b
o
rn

n
ess rig

h
t n

o
w

 m
o
re th

an
 an

y
th

in
g
 else. B

u
t es a facto

r fo
r th

e 
state, it m

ust be costing them
 m

illions of dollars. It's stupid. 
K

IN
G

: D
id you w

atch last night's tow
n m

eeting? 

—
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M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: I loved it. I absolutely loved it. I've got to tell you, it brought 
back m

em
ories of m

e of 40 years ago. F
orty years ago, I w

as speaker of the 
house in M

assachusetts. T
he telephone rang, I'm

 in m
y office, and it's G

ener-
al M

acA
rthur calling from

 Japan —
 and I couldn't believe it. M

em
bers of the 

Jap
an

ese D
iet w

ere in
 M

assach
u
setts to

 stu
d
y
 d

em
o
cracy

 an
d
 th

ey
 w

en
t to

 
the B

oston city council. O
ne of the m

em
bers of the council, his son had been 

k
illed

, an
d
 h

e o
rd

ered
 th

e Jap
an

ese D
iet m

em
b
ers o

u
t o

f th
e ch

am
b
er. A

n
d
 

they carried a big headline in Japan how
 they w

ere rebuffed in B
oston. 

M
acA

rthur called m
e. H

e said, "W
ill you take them

 into the legislature?" 
H

e said, "W
ould you tell them

 about tow
n m

eetings?" S
o w

e took them
 for a 

w
eek and every day w

e taught them
 how

 you operate a governm
ent and how

 
y
o
u
 o

p
erate a leg

islatu
re an

d
 h

o
w

 p
arliam

en
tary

 p
ro

ced
u
re w

o
rk

ed
, an

d
 

every night w
e took them

 to tow
n m

eetings. 
W

ell, som
e of them

 w
ere open tow

n m
eetings and som

e of them
 w

ere those 
to

w
n
 m

eetin
g
s th

at m
em

b
ers fro

m
 each

 p
recin

ct—
 b

u
t I h

ad
 a w

eek
 w

ith
 

th
em

 an
d
 I saw

 to
w

n
 m

eetin
g
s. A

n
d
 it b

ro
u
g
h
t m

e b
ack

. T
h
ere's n

o
th

in
g
 

like the good old tow
n m

eeting. It originated in M
assachusetts. A

nd you did 
a g

reat jo
b
 last n

ig
h
t. 

K
IN

G
: T

h
an

k
 y

o
u
. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
hat w

as a beautiful program
. 

K
IN

G
: T

hey get up and sing it out, too. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

es, that w
as great. 

K
IN

G
: 

W
e've got a lot of issues to discuss, but one I w

anted to m
ention to 

you—
. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: S
u
re. 

K
IN

G
: —

b
ecau

se T
ip

 w
as m

en
tio

n
in

g
 to

 m
e b

efo
re w

e b
eg

an
 th

at h
e 

w
atched G

overnor and M
rs. C

onnally and F
rank M

ankiew
icz last w

eek dis-
cues JF

K
 and the events of N

ovem
ber 22nd, 1963. 

A
n
d
 I k

n
o
w

 th
at y

o
u
 h

o
ld

 th
e seat-- T

h
e seat y

o
u
 h

eld
 in

 C
o
n
g
ress w

as 
th

e seat th
at Jo

h
n
 F

itzg
erald

 K
en

n
ed

y
 h

eld
. Y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

 h
im

 sin
ce h

e w
as a 

boy. W
hat do you think happened that day? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
eU

, tw
o w

eeks before he w
ent—

 
K

IN
G

: B
y the w

ay, did you see the m
ovie? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: N
o
, I h

av
en

't seen
 th

e m
o
v
ie an

d
, really

, I h
av

e n
o
 d

esire to
 

see the m
ovie. A

bout tw
o w

eeks before he w
ent dow

n to T
exas I w

as visiting 
h
im

 an
d
 w

e w
ere talk

in
g
 ab

o
u
t th

e p
ro

g
ram

, h
o
w

 th
in

g
s w

ere g
o
in

g
 in

 th
e 

H
o
u
se. T

h
in

g
s w

eren
't g

o
in

g
 g

o
o
d
 in

 th
e H

o
u
se, as a m

atter o
f fact. H

e in
 

this conversation said to m
e, "Y

ou know
, m

y nom
inee—

 the nom
inee w

ill be 
G

o
ld

w
ater an

d
 h

e'd
 b

rin
g
 u

s in
to

 w
ar." I said

, "Jack
, w

h
at are w

e in
 n

o
w

, 
M

r. P
resident?" H

e said, "N
o, no, I'm

 going to bring the troops hom
e as soon 

as the election is over." 
K

IN
G

: H
e definitely said that? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h, no question about it. I put it in m

y book and, as a m
atter 

o
f fact, th

ere w
ere th

o
se p

eo
p
le th

at q
u
estio

n
ed

 it. N
o
w

 th
ey

 h
av

e reco
rd

s 
w

here he w
rote to the U

.N
. and they have found records that he intended to 

do that. 
K

IN
G

: D
id you fear his going to T

exas? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: 

I feared him
 going to T

exas. I said, "It's ridiculous." H
e said, 

"I'v
e g

o
t to

 straig
h
ten

 o
u
t th

e p
arty

 d
o
w

n
 th

ere." H
e said

, "T
h
ere's a d

if-
ference betw

een—
" oh, I can't think of the old senator's nam

e—
 

K
IN

G
: Y

arborough. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: Y

arborough, w
ho w

as a good friend—
 

K
IN

G
: G

overnor C
onnally denied that. H

e said he w
as there—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, that's w
hat Jack said to m

e. T
he P

resident said to m
e, 

"T
here's problem

s betw
een C

onnally and Y
arborough," and he said, "I've got 
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/ 
,o

 straig
h

ten
 th

em
 o

u
t." W

ell, a
n
yw

a
y, 1 rem

em
ber the day. O

f course, eve- 
rybody rem

em
bers the day and w

here they w
ere. I w

as in m
y office in B

oston 
and C

athy O
'B

rien, one of the other congressm
an's secretaries, cam

e running 
in

. S
h
e h

ad
 a w

o
rd

 fo
r m

e. S
h
e said

, "I h
eard

 th
e P

resid
en

t w
as sh

o
t. I can

't 
b

eliev
e it." I called

 th
e B

o
sto

n
 G

lobe. 
I said, "L

et m
e speak to B

ob H
ealy," 

an
d
 th

e g
irl said

, "Is th
is y

o
u
, T

ip
?" I said

, "Y
es." S

h
e started

 to
 cry

. S
h
e 

says, "H
e's dead. H

e's been shot." A
nd so I'll never forget it. 

I alw
ay

s b
eliev

ed
 th

e W
arren

 rep
o

rt. I talk
ed

 to
 Jerry

 F
o

rd
 ab

o
u

t it. I 
talk

ed
 to

 H
ale B

o
g
g
s ab

o
u
t it. T

h
ere w

as n
o
 q

u
estio

n
. O

n
e d

ay
 I said

 to
 

H
ale—

 I rem
em

b
er read

in
g
 a p

iece in
 th

e p
ap

er th
ey

 h
ad

 fo
u
n
d
 a stray

 b
u
l-

let. H
e said

, "T
h
at's p

ro
b
ab

ly
 so

," b
u
t h

e said
, 'T

h
ere's n

o
 q

u
estio

n
." H

e 
says, 'T

he authenticity of the W
arren report is absolutely correct." 

W
ell, a co

u
p
le o

f y
ears later, K

en
n
y
 O

'D
o
n
n
ell ran

 fo
r g

o
v
ern

o
r. I w

as 
w

ith
 E

d
d
ie M

cC
o
rm

ick
 an

d
 h

e—
 E

d
d
ie M

cC
o
rm

ick
 d

efeated
 h

im
 fo

r th
e 

n
o
m

in
atio

n
 q

u
ite easily

 an
d
 h

e h
ad

 th
e d

eb
t o

f $
5
0
,0

0
0
 o

r $
6
0
,0

0
0
. W

ell, I 
w

as a fu
n

d
raiser an

d
 I w

as a lead
in

g
 fig

u
re in

 th
e p

arty
 in

 B
o

sto
n

 an
d

 M
as-

sach
u

setts in
 th

o
se d

ay
s. S

o
m

e o
f m

y
 frien

d
s cam

e to
 m

e an
d

 th
ey

 said
, 

"P
o
o
r K

en
n
y
. H

e o
w

es $
6
0
,0

0
0
. C

an
 y

o
u
 h

elp
 h

im
 o

u
t o

f th
e m

ess?" S
o
 w

e 
ran a fundraiser, got him

 off his $60,000 —
 straightened it out. 

T
hat night w

e w
ent to Jim

m
y's for supper. K

enny O
'D

onnell and his w
ife, 

D
ave P

ow
ers and his w

ife, m
y M

illie, L
eo D

eal and his w
ife, and Joe M

aloney 
an

d
 h

is w
ife. A

n
d
 in

 th
e co

n
v
ersatio

n
 w

e started
 to

 talk
 ab

o
u
t w

h
at h

ap
-

p
en

ed
 d

o
w

n
 th

ere in
 D

allas an
d
 K

en
n
y sa

id
, "I w

a
s in

 th
e six

th
 car w

ith
 

D
ave." 

K
IN

G
: H

e w
as. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: A
n
d
 h

e said
, "I'll alw

ay
s rem

em
b
er." H

e said
, "T

h
ere w

as a 
b

u
llet cam

e o
v

er th
e fen

ce. A
 b

u
llet cam

e o
v

er th
e fen

ce." A
n

d
 D

av
e said

, 
"I'm

 ab
so

lu
tely

 in
 ag

reem
en

t w
ith

 y
o

u
." I said

, "Y
o

u
 d

id
n

't say
 th

at in
 th

e 
W

arren
 rep

o
rt." I said

, "Y
o
u
 d

id
n
't say

 th
at in

 th
e W

arren
 rep

o
rt." I said

, 
"Y

ou denied it. Y
ou said there w

as only one bullet.' H
e said, "T

he F
B

I cam
e 

to
 u

s. T
h

ey
 ask

ed
 u

s to
 tell th

at sto
ry

. T
h

ey
 d

id
n
't w

an
t to

 d
isru

p
t th

e fam
-

ily." I said—
 

K
IN

G
: N

o
w

 w
ait a m

in
u
te. If th

at's tru
e th

en
—

 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, n
o
, w

ait a m
in

u
te. N

o
, let m

e tell y
o
u
 th

e rest o
f th

e 

story. S
o D

ave said, "A
bsolutely, a bullet cam

e over the fence. T
he F

B
I said 

to us, `N
o, you heard echoes. T

here w
as only one bullet. A

nd don't upset the 
fam

ily
'.' S

o
 h

e said
, "I w

en
t in

 an
d

 testified
." I said

, "I n
ev

er w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
testified

 th
at w

ay
 in

 a m
illio

n
 y

ears. I'd
 h

av
e to

ld
 th

em
 w

h
at I th

o
u

g
h

t I 
saw

, or w
hat I thought I heard." 

A
nyw

ay, it gets back—
 I'm

 w
riting the book again and I call D

ave on the 
telephone. I said, "D

ave, I'm
 going to put in m

y book on the chapter on K
en-

nedy our conversation w
ith K

enny and you. H
ow

 do you feel about it'?" H
e 

said
, "T

ip
, I say

 th
e sam

e th
in

g
 to

d
ay

 I said
 th

at n
ig

h
t. T

h
at's in

 o
p
p
o
sitio

n
 

to w
hat I said to the F

B
I. N

o question I heard a bullet shot over the—
" 

K
IN

G
: T

hen w
hy don't you w

ant to—
 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: S
o from

 that tim
e on, 1 alw

ays believed that there w
as a con-

spiracy and I alw
ays believed that there w

as som
ebody else—

 
K

IN
G

: T
hen w

hy don't you w
ant to see the m

ovie? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: —

an
d
, as a m

atter o
f fact, C

o
n
g
ressm

an
 S

to
k
es d

id
 a p

retty
 

good job. 
K

IN
G

: Y
ou appointed that com

m
ittee, right? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: I d
id

. I ap
p

o
in

ted
 it. 

K
IN

G
: S

to
k
es h

ead
ed

 it. 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: T

h
at's rig

h
t. 

K
IN

G
: S

to
k
es n

o
w

 h
as said

, "L
et's release all th

e m
aterials." D

o
 y

o
u
 a

g
ree 

—
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w
ith that? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, I'm

 for that. I'm
 for that. 

K
IN

G
: A

ll right. W
hy don't you go see the m

ovie? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I ju

st—
 Y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

, ev
ery

 tim
e I see o

n
 telev

isio
n
 th

e P
resi-

dent g
ettin

g
 hit I get sick. I had a love and an affection for the m

an and I—
K

IN
G

: S
o you can't go em

otionally? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I just can't—

 I just, really, I can't go em
otionally. 

K
IN

G
: Y

ou believe there w
as a plot? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h

, th
ere's n

o
 q

u
estio

n
 th

at h
e d

id
n

't d
o

 it b
y

 h
im

self in
 m

y
 

opinion. 
K

IN
G

: W
e'll g

et a b
reak

 an
d
 co

m
e b

ack
 an

d
 talk

 p
o
litics w

ith
 T

ip
 O

'N
eill, 

an
d

 th
en

 tak
e y

o
u

r p
h

o
n

e calls. H
e's w

ith
 u

s fo
r th

e fu
ll h

o
u

r. T
h

is is L
arry

 
K

ing L
ive. D

on't go aw
ay. 

[C
ornm

ercial break] 
K

IN
G

: T
his is L

arry K
ing L

ive in W
ashington. O

ur guest for th
e fu

ll h
o

u
r is 

T
ip O

'N
eill. In a little w

hile, w
e'll be going to your phone calls. 

O
K

, a new
 poll, C

B
S

 poll, out today said B
ush's approval rating —

 P
resi-

dent B
ush's approval rating —

 is at 45 percent; an unnam
ed D

em
ocrat w

ould 
beat him

, but nam
ed D

em
ocrats still lose. H

ow
 do you assess the presiden-

tial picture today? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: I'd say since they started polling back in the 40's I've been an 

avid poller m
yself. I go to C

hicago. I go to D
enver. I ask the taxicab driver; I 

ask the w
aiter; I ask the elevator operator; I ask—

 
K

IN
G

: T
he O

'N
eill poll. 

M
r.. O

'N
E

IL
L

: T
h

e O
'N

eill p
o

ll. I'm
 in

 B
o

sto
n

 th
e o

th
er d

ay
. I said

 to
 a 

tax
icab

 d
riv

er, "W
h
at d

o
 y

o
u
 h

ear?" S
ee, y

o
u
 d

o
n
't w

an
t to

 ask
 h

im
 h

is 
o
p
in

io
n
. Y

o
u
 w

an
t to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
at h

e h
ears. H

e said
, "If th

e electio
n
 w

ere 
tom

orrow
," he said, "B

ush couldn't w
in." 

K
IN

G
: C

ouldn't w
in? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: C
ouldn't w

in. A
nd he said—

 
K

IN
G

: A
gainst anybody? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: —
he said, "E

verybody that gets into m
y cab —

 w
hether they 

com
e from

 C
hicago, Indianapolis, no m

atter w
here they com

e from
 —

 I al-
w

ays ask them
." H

e said, "ft's a conversation piece." H
e said, "T

he P
resident 

couldn't w
in." W

ell, that's one cab driver and I've asked probably—
K

IN
G

: B
ut that is not w

hat you w
ould have heard a year ego. 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: O
h, m

y golly, after all, you've got to think that just a year ago 

th
is tim

e at th
e en

d
 o

f th
e P

ersian
 G

u
lf h

e w
as 7

8
 p

ercen
t. W

e co
u
ld

n
't g

et 
anybody even thinking of running against him

. 
K

IN
G

: D
o you think he's beatable? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: Y
ea, he's beatable, and he's beatable—

. 
K

IN
G

: N
ot by any candidate, though? 

M
r. O

'N
E

IL
L

: W
ell, he could be beaten by any candidate if it w

ere im
m

edi-
ately

. H
e's g

o
t to

 straig
h
ten

 th
in

g
s o

u
t. I u

sed
 to

 call it th
e "b

elly
 issu

e." 
P

eople call it the "pocketbook issue." It's the sam
e thing: H

ow
's everything 

going? Y
ou know

, there's no confidence in the A
m

erican people today. Y
ou 

n
eed

 a n
ew

 refrig
erato

r? Y
o
u
're n

o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 b
u
y
 a n

ew
 refrig

erato
r. "T

h
e 

fellow
 next door lost his job. W

e can't afford it. W
e've got to hold on." A

 n
e
w

 

C
ar—

 
K

IN
G

: W
h
y
 aren

't th
ey

? It's b
efu

d
d
lin

g
 a lo

t o
f p

eo
p
le. W

h
y
 aren

't th
ey

 

buying the refrigerator? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: W

ell, because—
 

K
IN

G
: T

hey don't have faith? 
M

r. O
'N

E
IL

L
: B

ecause they haven't got any faith. T
hey've lost confidence. 
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