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Chief ThinksRay Was NotAlong|
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MFEPIMS (AP) — Memphis Police Director E.

Winslow Chapman says he is personally convinced

that James Earl Ray did not act alone in the slaying : -

of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. i e P et i)
“That's based on nothing other than personal opin-

fon,” Chapman said. “Nothing 1 have found In the

files or in my briefing by people who were privy to SECTION ONE
. these files has particularly eniorced or changed this —PAGE SIX
F " gplnion.” . '

, Chapman's comments came during the taping of '
Memphis radio station WREC's Sunday public af- .
fairs program, “Rostrum.”

He was asked about his personal beliefs involving

! the 1968 King slaying in Memphis.

» “We had a man who supposedly committed this ~ TIMES-PICAYUNE
t erime and then later wound up in London and eluded |
all the police of the United States,” Chapman said.
J“If you want a personal opinion, Idon't think for cne
moment that he was alone. And that's just a personal | _—
opinion.” : o

Ray was returned from England in 1959 to face i
rosecution for the King slaying. He admitied to the L O
{:llling on March 10, 1669, as part of a bargain in —NEWK ORLEANS, LA.
which prosecntors agreed not lo seek the death
penaliy if he would plead guilty. e - B
RFY, ow serving a 93-year prison sentence at
Brushy Mountain State Prison at Petros, Tenn., has

sinceé requested a full trial. The courts have repeat- |
edly rejected his atlempts to withdraw his guilt
y rej P guilty |

p]p;_____n-—-' _ . Date: 1"3"77
In an interview following the taping of the radio ' Edition: MORNINKG
progra;n. C:}a pn]nn repcated that his statement Author: JERRY GRAY
carriced no official weight. % o T
) “Personally, 1 don't think James Earl Ray operat-: E‘.mm' ED TUL\STA,!'ZL
ed by himself,” Chapman said, hpwever. He would Title: CHIEF THINKS
not elaborate when asked if he thought King's death RAY WAS NOT ALONE
was part of a conspiracy. ‘ "
! Chapman added that his comments at this time ' Character: i
| “have nothing to do with the current probe by the US. ! 1 : .
I . House of Representatives Select Committee on’ o /.J;r'. /C(} 7
Assassinations. Cornmittee stafl members, who are Classifications—
fnvestipating King's death and the 1963 slaying of Submitting Office:  N.O.,
NRiae .
t’-:-h?:}:;;:“.!:hn F. Kennedy, have made several tnps. _ D_'_]"i'“ Taviéatigated o
“It has nothing to do relative to that.,” Chapman ST 3G ]I
_said, “IU's something | have [elt personally every - i o ) )
. 7 since the perpetration of the crime. T've expressed it o zi:?,‘:gz i NDHE%_"
#-* personally to friends and family — not officially — ! ! _"_‘"f" G T
i c+a +and I'm not expressing it officially now.”: MERY | Jak 11177
f Chapman, 46, is 2 441 pra tuate of the US. Naval R
: Acsdopsy and erved theet s inthe trmey brince — 7 Tty T
i Locuming i Lonalt clbiian ©igueail IR VETS \ )
! L He later served as Mayor Wyeth Chandler's admin- I
| fstrative assistant for four years, giving vp the-post.
i to become police director Sept. 23. - T V
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