
A MATTER OF DEBATE—John Gerassi, left, 
gives an opinion as moderator Bill Stout, center, 

and Ray Cline listen during a daylong confer-
ence at USC on the "Age of Conspiracy-a, 
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Ex-CIA -Official Denies 
Any Oswald Link to,_,,i(k)ency 

BY MYRNA, OLIVER 	-/g/M 
Tints Staff Write 

Farmer Central Intelligence Agen-
cy Western Hemisphere chief David 
A. Phillips asserted Saturday that Lee 

Oawald.,"Wann no way cdn-
' nectect With thZ-CIA—and promised to 
call for abolition of the CIA if the 
agency is proved guilty of a "cover-
up" in President John F. Kennedy's 
assassination. 

Mark Lane, attorney and chief crit-
ic of the Warren Commission, which 
concluded that Oswald alone killed 
Kennedy, sharply opposed Phillips 
during one of three debates at an 
"Age of Conspiracy" conference 
sponsored by the University of 
Southern California's college of con-
tinuing education. 
• The conference will be followed by 
eight weekly seminars on political 
and other conspiracies since World 

-War IL 

Phillips, who resigned from the Cla. 
in 1975.  nd founded the 2,000-metti; 
ber Assn. of Former Intelligence Offs- 

'cers,said he testified for 10 hours last 
and remains available to Con-

gress' Select Committee to Investi-
gate the Assassinations of Kennedy 
and Martin Luther King Jr. 

He said be welcomed the investiga; 
tion to put to rest any lingering 
doubts in the public mind about possi-
ble conspiracy behind the PresidentA 
death. 

But Lane countered that Phillipe 
endorsement of the investigatiarl 
came late, and said critics of the Wart 
ren Commission have been pilloried 
by the CIA for the last 14 years. 	••'-' 

Lane claims Oswald was a CIA em-
ploye, and has repeatedly. criticized 
CIA reports submitted to the Warrea 
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Commission. 
' Phillips said he felt like `‘an insect pierced and mounted 

ion a pin for public display" as the latest "spook" 
Of trying to cover up what happened to Kennedy. He 

e resented the masquerade of a Senate employe, whom 

Tthe magazine New Times later revealed as a CIA employe. 
he magazine said the Spanish-speaking employe had 

tried to identify Phillips as the CIA man who introduced 
him to Oswald but failed to do so. 

Lane said he specifically doubted CIA reports that Os-
wald had contacted the Soviet Embassy in Mexico City, 
then under Phillips' CIA eye, to ask for messages. He said 
FBI agents who questioned Oswald after Kennedy was 
shot in Dallas listened to tapes the CIA claimed proved 
that Oswald called the Soviets. Lane said the FBI deter-
mined the taped voice was not Oswald's. 

Lane and ,University of California at Irvine Prof. John 
Gerassi .won loud applause from the largely one-sided 
group of 100 who paid $45 each for the day-long confer-
ence. They were pitted in debate with CIA supporters 
Phillips and Ray S. Cline, former CIA deputy-  director for 
intelligence. 	 .. 

The finale staged for a larger audience Saturday night 
was between Daniel Ellsberg, tried for making public the 
Pentagon Papers critical of the Vietnam war, and former 
CIA Director William Colby. 

After a vitriolic exchange Saturday morning, Cline an-
nounced be was "disgusted" with the conference and 
planned to leave immediately. He said he would refuse to 
discuss issues of conspiracy again until he received apolo-
gies from Fllsberg and Gerassi for what he considered per-
sonal slurs. 

Lane later told the group that Cline threatened to "take 
a poke" at him during a private conversation about how 
much money Lane earned on books about his conspiracy 
theories. 

Gerassi vehemently criticized the CIA and Cline person-
ally for, working to overthrow South American govern-
ments solely to please wealthy U.S.-based multinational 
corporations. 

Asked by moderator and CBS reporter Bill Stout if he 
considered the CIA the same under new Director Stens-
f eld Turner (who has begun a national campaign of open-
ness for the agency as under former Director Colby, Ger-
assi said: 

"Yes. They talk different, but they are the same. It is  

still covert, secret.. 
Cline, now a professor at Georgetown University, said he 

left government service in 1973 after 30 years because he 
felt former President Richard M. Nixon and Secretary of 
State Henry k Kissinger were misusing the CIA; because 
power became overconcentrated in the White House, and 
because the policy of detente prevented necessary gather-
ing 

 
 of information about "the-two truly great conspiratory 

totalitarian empires of our day—the Soviet Union-and the 
Peoples' Reptiblic of Chine 

ti

Clinesaid.muth of what the ,CIA,labeled as,secret in the 
],950s and '60s should have beenUriade public. But some se-

ecy is necessary—such as census data or political affilia-
ons—to protect the public, he insisted. 

1  "Every time a national reformer came to power in the 
Cold War period in Latin America, the United States and 

1 
 the CIA instituted a coup," Gerassi said. 
i Gerassi, who described himself as a "sort of Marxist," 
Was formerly a Latin American correspondent for Time, 

Iewsweek and the New York Times. 
• Cline countered that the CIA, despite the public's ro-
mantic ideas about its power, lacked the capability to 
overthrow governments and could not take all the credit 
Gerassi tried to heap on it. . 

He voluntarily described "one great covert operation" 
by the CIA during the Cold War era. 

"Thank God for it," Cline said, "or we would have totali-
tarian rule in Western Europe today." 

He said great amounts of money and political advice 
were quietly poured into middle-philosophy parties in 
Germany, France and Italy. At the same time, he recount-
ed, the Marshall Plan was devised to bolster the countries 
economically and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
was formed to ward off outside military threats. 

Cline said military intervention in the Dominican Re-
public, contrary to Gerassi's observations, was decided 
largely by President Lyndon B. Johnson, who said he only 
wanted to protect Americans living there and could care 
less about advice against sending in troops. 

Lane later scored Cline for referring to the Dominican 
Republic as lousy little country." 

Cline said he had disagreed with final intervention plans 
in Chile, "the last of the CIA big political covert opera-
tions, and unsuccessful."  

He said he had favored an initial effort to back op-
ponents of President Salvador Allende with money and 
advice, assuming Allende would lose a 1076 election, but 
had opposed any further action. 
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