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Reporter wins appeal of JFK contempt charge 
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 (A
P

) —
 A

 
judge threw

 out a contem
pt find-

in
g
 ag

ain
st a telev

isio
n
 rep

o
rter 

w
h
o
 rev

ealed
 th

e n
am

es o
f w

it-

nesses during a 1960s investiga-
tio

n
 in

to
 P

resid
en

t K
en

n
ed

y
's 

assassin
atio

n
. 

In
 a o

n
e-p

arag
rap

h
 d

ecisio
n
, 

th
e
 sta

te
 4

th
 C

irc
u
it C

o
u
rt o

f 

A
p
p
eal said

 L
o
u
isian

a's g
ran

d
 

jury secrecy law
 did not apply to 

W
D

S
U

-T
V

 re
p
o
rte

r R
ic

h
a
rd

 

A
n
g
elico

. H
e h

ad
 receiv

ed
 th

e 

n
am

es fro
m

 an
 in

v
estig

ato
r fo

r 

fo
rm

e
r D

istric
t A

tto
rn

e
y
 Jim

 

G
arrison. 
T

he ruling reversed A
ngelico's 

th
ree-m

o
n
th

 su
sp

en
d
ed

 jail term
 

and $100 fine, w
hich w

as im
posed 

b
y
 a lo

w
er co

u
rt ju

d
g
e w

h
o
 said

 
he acted to protect the secrecy of 

grand jury proceedings. 
H

id
d
e
n
 fo

r 2
1
 y

e
a
rs, th

e
 

records contain statem
ents m

ade 

b
y
 w

itn
esses in

 G
arriso

n
's g

ran
d
 

jury probe of the 1963 assassina-

tion. 
G

ary
 R

ay
m

o
n
d
, an

 in
v
estig

a-

tor for G
arrison, said he w

as told 

in 1974 by G
arrison's predecessor, 

D
istrict A

ttorney H
arry C

onnick, 
to

 d
estro

y
 th

e reco
rd

s. H
e p

u
t 

them
 in his trunk instead. 

R
a
y
m

o
n
d
 g

a
v
e
 th

e
m

 to
 

A
ngelico last year w

hen C
onnick 

to
ld

 a
 fe

d
e
ra

l A
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 

R
eco

rd
s R

ev
iew

 B
o
ard

 th
e files 

h
ad

 d
isap

p
eared

 w
h
en

 G
arriso

n
 

left o
ffice. T

h
e b

o
ard

 w
as estab

-

lished to review
 the governm

ent's 

in
v
estig

atio
n
 in

to
 th

e assassin
a-

tion. 
A

ngelico broadcast the nam
es 

of som
e of those w

ho w
ent before 

the grand jury before turning the 

re
c
o
rd

s o
v
e
r to

 th
e
 b

o
a
rd

. 

C
o
n
n
ick

 b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e co
n
tem

p
t 

ch
arg

es ag
ain

st A
n
g
elico

 an
d
 

R
aym

ond for violating grand jury 

secrecy law
s. 

B
ut A

ngelico's law
yers argued  that the secrecy law

 applied only 

to m
em

bers of a grand jury, those 

p
resen

t at a grand ju
ry

 m
eetin

g
 

an
d
 p

erso
n
s w

ith
 "co

n
fid

en
tial 

access" to
 g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 in

fo
rm

a-
tion. 

T
h
e ap

p
eals co

u
rt ag

reed
. It 

d
id

 n
o
t ru

le o
n
 A

n
g
elico

's co
n
-

ten
tio

n
 th

at h
is free-p

ress rig
h
ts 

w
ere v

io
lated

 b
y
 th

e co
n
tem

p
t 

citation. 
"W

e thought that w
e w

ere cor-

re
c
t a

ll a
lo

n
g
 a

n
d
 h

o
w

 c
o
u
ld

 
som

eone w
ho cam

e into the origi-

n
al JF

K
 tran

scrip
ts d

o
 an

y
th

in
g
 

b
u
t p

u
b
lish

 th
em

 in
 lig

h
t o

f M
r. 

C
o
n
n
ick

's testim
o
n
y
 b

efo
re th

e 

com
m

ission in w
hich he blam

ed  o
th

ers fo
r th

eir d
isap

p
earan

ce," 

A
ngelico said. 
T

h
e
 re

c
o
rd

s a
re

 still in
 th

e
 

hands of the review
 board, w

hich 

said it w
ants to m

ake them
 public 

but is holding off until their legal 

statu
s is cleared

 b
y
 th

e co
u
rts. 

R
aym

ond is free on bail w
hile 

aw
aiting w

ord on his appeal. 
G

arriso
n
 b

eliev
ed

 C
IA

 h
ard

-

liners had K
ennedy killed to keep 

th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates in

 V
ietn

am
. In

 

1
9
6
9
, th

e p
ro

secu
to

r p
u
t b

u
si-

n
essm

an
 C

lay
 S

h
aw

 o
n
 trial o

n
 

c
h
a
rg

e
s o

f c
o
n
sp

irin
g
 to

 k
ill 

K
en

n
ed

y
. T

h
e ju

ry
 d

elib
erated

 

less th
an

 an
 h

o
u
r b

efo
re acq

u
it-

ting S
haw

. 


