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MIAMI BEACH—The bi-
zarre choice of the politi-
cally discredited Mario Pro-
caccino to head John B. 
Connally's Democrats for 
Nixon in New York explains 
why party leaders attending 
the Republican national con-
vention are so much less en-
thusiastic than President 
Nixon over the burgeoning 
Connally operation. 

Connally's campaign to 
m o bill z e anti-McGovern 
Democrats behind Mr. Nix-
on's re-election campaign 
has run into so much Repub-
lican opposition that Clark 
MacGregor, the President's 
campaign manager, has is-. 
sued confidential orders bar-
ring the Connally operation 
from states where Republi-
can leaders do not want 
him. 

Thus, in endless political 
discussions filling time here, 
there is disenchantment es-
pecially strong in the South 
—about conservative Demo-
crat Connally. With Mr. 
Nixon holding a staggering 
lead, these party leaders 
say, Connally Is damaging 
the Republican Party in 
their states. 

The Procaccino dace is 
symbolic. With Texan Con-
nally lacking even rudimen-
tary knowledge of New York 

Politics, he knew nothing 
about Procaccino, who ran 
an inept campaign for 
mayor of New York in 1969. 
So Connally accepted with-
out question a recommenda-
tion to make Procaccino 
vice chairman of his New 
York operation (with Con-
nally himself as chairman). 
When they learned this, Mr. 
Nixon's New York political 
operatives bluntly informed 
Connally that Procaccino 
was a "laughing stock" with-
out influence or organiza-
tion, The solution: Connally 
quickly named half a dozen 
other "vice chairmen," di• 
minishing Procaccino's visi-
bility. 

CONNALLY'S worst prob-
!emit are In the South, 
where some Republican 
leaders bitterly complain his 
Democrats for Nixon under-
mine their party-building ef-
forts. 

With Connally remaining 
a Democrat, and backing the 
Texas Democratic ticket ex-
cept for Mr. Nixon, South-
ern party leaders make no 
secret here that they see his 
Democrats for Nixon as an 
easy out for prominent 
Southerners to avoid the 
hard political choice of turn 
ing Republican. 

A case in point is Vir-
ginia, where Democratic 
Sen. William Spong, fearful 
that Sen. George McGovern 
may defeat his re-election 
bid, has disassociated him-
self from McGovern's presi-
dential campaign. With a 
full-blown Connally opera-
tion in Virginia, other mod-
erate Democrats such as 
Attorney General Andrew 
Miller might hang their 
hats on the Democrats for 
Nixon pole and ride out a 
Nixon landslide. 

"We don't want to let the 
Andy Millers off the hook," 
one Virginia Republican 
leader here told us, "and 
that's what Connally would 
do." The upshot: An an-
nouncement that Sidney.  
Kellam, oong-time conserva-
tive Democratic leader in 
Virginia Beach, would be 
Democrats for Nixon vice 
chairman was quietly re-
versed. Connally will avoid 
the Old Dominion. 

REPUBLICAN leaders in 
Tennessee also have locked 
the door on Connally, send-
ing this ultimatum to Mac-
Gregor: If John Connally 
sets foot in Tennessee, the 
result will be a psychologi-
cal disaster for the Republi-
can organization, unde-
feated statewide since 1964. 

Connally has suffered 
other reverses. He quietly 
offered a campaign job to 
Charles Snider, Gov. George 
Wallace's aborted 1972 presi-
dential campaign manager. 
Snider was willing but 
asked Wallace's permission. 
Wallace said no. 

For Connally, these set-
backs could damage what 
White House aides are com-
\rimed is his long-range 
course: A change in party 
registration, a high post in a 
second Nixon administration 
(probably secretary of state) 
and a run for the 1976 Re-
publican presidential nomi-
nation. 

Connally confronts not 
only organizational obsta-
cles in his pro-Nixon cam-
paign but also growing hos-
tility from ambitious Repub-
licans beginning to regard 
him as a threat to their own 
ascent. In Texas, Sen. John 
Tower has fought partisan 
battles against Connally for 
a decade and would scarcely 
welcome him as Mr. Repub-
lican in Texas. Even worse, 
with Connally backing Tow-
er's Democratic opponent 
for the Senate (Barefoot 
Sanders), Tower's intimates  
fear Connally's ticket-split-
ting campaign in Texas. 
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