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second shot and saw him
 hit' 

G
o
v
ern

o
r Jo

h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

 
an

d
 

his w
ife, N

ellie. studied the Z
a-

pruder film
 and the enlargem

ents 
in

 th
e k

itch
en

 o
f th

eir P
ico

sa 
ranch house outside of F

loresville 
near S

an A
ntonio. C

onnally sat 
hunched over the light table on 
w

hich the pictures w
ere laid out. 

M
rs. C

onnally sat to his left, just 
as she had in the presidential lim

- 
' o

u
sin

e o
n
 N

o
v
. 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
. A

s h
e 

reached the crucial sequence in 
w

hich he says he w
as struck, the 

governor put dow
n the m

agnifying 
glass and sat back, elbow

s on his 
knees, head tilted forw

ard, his eyes 
staring at the floor. U

ntil then, he 
h
ad

 b
een

 co
m

m
en

tin
g
 o

n
 each

 
p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
. N

o
w

 h
e p

attied
 to

 
sum

 up the key m
om

ents: 
"B

etw
een the tim

e i heard the 
first sh

o
t an

d
 felt th

e im
p
act o

f 
th

e o
th

er b
u
llet th

at o
b
v
io

u
sly

 
hit m

e, I sensed som
ething w

as 
w

rong, and said, 'O
h no, no, no.' 

A
fter I felt the im

pact I glanced 
dow

n and saw
 that m

y w
hole chest 

W
as covered w

ith blood." 
T

he governor and M
rs. C

onnal-
ly are absolutely convinced that 
their m

em
ories of that day are to-

tal and precise. "I'll bet," he chal-
lenges friends, "that you can recall 
every detail of the circum

stances 
under w

hich you heard of the as-
sassinat 

see w
hat had happened, N

ellie saw
 

the P
resident's hands reaching for 

his throat.] started to look around 
over m

y left shoulder, and som
e-

w
here in that revolution I w

as hit. 
M

y recollection of that tim
e gap, 

the distinct separation betw
een the 

shot that hit the P
resident and the 

im
pact of the one that hit 'm

e, is 
as clear today as it w

as then." T
o 

.C
onnally, a corroborative detail 

is that he rem
em

bers bearink the 
first shot before he felt a bullet 
hit him

. B
ullets, he rem

inded the 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
, trav

el faster th
an

 
sound, and therefore the shot he 
heard could not have been the shot . 
he felt. 	

. 

M
rs.  

M
 
	C

ortitally's recollection is 
'as vivid as her husband's. "A

s far 
' as the first tw

o shots go," she says, ; 
"m

y m
em

ory is divided into four 
distinct events. F

irst I heard the 
shgt, or a strange loud noise—

I'm
 

not that expert on rifles—
back be-

-, hind u
s. T

hen next 1 turned to m
y 

right and saw
 the P

resident grip-
' ping at his throat. T

heis I turned 
back tow

ard John, and I heard 
the second shot that hit John.... 
I m

ust have been looking right at 
him

 w
hen it hit because 1 saw

 him
 

recoil to the right . . . so yoU
 see  

on either side of his right w
rist, 

and one on top of his left thigh. 
"T

he doctors tellarie there's still a 
little m

etal left in m
e, but they did 

a. beautiful job. I never have any 
pain w

hatsoever. B
ut I can't turn 

m
y right hand past a certain point. 
. . I can't even turn it palm

 up: 
It's not even a handicap, just an 
occasional inconvenience, but it's 
a rem

inder." 
T

he governor and his w
ife M

ade 
only one appearance before: the 
W

arren C
om

m
ission. lie viasques-

tioned less than an hour, and she 
fdr approxim

ately five m
inutes. 

"A
s a m

atter of fact," says-M
it. 

C
o
n
n
ally

, It w
as alm

o
st tw

o
 

m
onths before any of the investi-

gators show
ed any interest in ex-

am
ining John's clothing. W

h
en

 he 
w

ent into surgery they gave use his 
tie, trousers and socks in a paper 
hag. W

e finally located John's shirt 
and suit' coat, w

hich w
e w

ere con-
corned about because of the w

allet 
and personal papers in his breast 
poelset, in C

ongressm
an H

enry 
G

onzales' clothes closet in W
ash-

in
g
to

n
. to

ld
 th

e S
ecret S

erv
ice 

and I guess the F
B

I that I had the 
clothes, but nobody seem

ed inter-
ested..A

fter about seven w
eeks-I 

to
o
k
' Jo

h
n
's sh

irt . . . it w
is 

sm
eared w

ith his flesh and blood. 

I ju
st so

ak
ed

 it In
 co

ld
 w

ater." 
C

onnally says he has new
" rad 

a
n
y
 o

f th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
*
 .not 

even his ow
n testienony .bgitie the 

C
om

m
ission. "1 livett..tbit'dtiy, 

M
y
 b

ein
g
 w

o
u
n
d
ir 0

0
,1

y
an

a 
incidental part of 

P
ie horror 

w
ig toting our •P

readttist. U
nless 

there's som
e purpose to be scraw

l, I 
just don't w

ard to fan the flam
es," 

H
e agreed to look at 	

ebro- 
m

eat on the. Z
apruder pictutes, 

presented to him
 in a far ukare de-

tailed form
 than they had botti4,kr 

the W
arren C

otaM
itisionillO

ilallP
 

"history is bigger. thin 	
*
ft 

viduars, feelings. 
discuss any other fit 
ttpversy except m

y: 
lated to the first thee., 

	ltst h
e 

• P
resid

en
t, - 	

- 
"T

hey talk about 
let or tw

o-bullet 
film

ed, "Inn 	
pun- 

cernod;them
is 

n
ir *

*
h
a
p
 k

il!*
*
*
 *

O
M

' • 
lie's too; that O

ne O
tdittcart90.:tpc 

P
resid

en
t's first iv

o
y
0
4
4
0
0
0
an

 
entirely separate shot a

tria
 1-1

*
." 

"N
o one w

ill ever coovinoti 
otherw

ise," added- M
rs:. C

tiO
dik. 

"W
aal certain

 "
. said the 
 

nor. "1"11 never chance m
y m

ita!" 


