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JFK in Dallis on Own Behalf, 
NEW YORK, Nov. 18 (AP)—

Gov. John Connally of Texas 
says President John F. Ken-
nedy went to Dal/as four years 
ago for his own political pur-
poses—not to patch up a feud 
between Lyndon B. Johnson 
and Sen. Ralph Yarborough. 

"President Kennedy wanted 
to visit Texas with, two distinct 
purposes in mind," Connally 
said in an article in the cur-
rent Life magazine. "The first 
was to raise funds. The second 
was to improve his own politi-
cal position in a state that  

promised to be critical in the 
election of 1964." 

Connally, who was wounded 
when Mr. Kennedy was assss-
sinated in a Dallas motorcade 
Nov. 22, 1963, said the idea 
that Mr. Kennedy went to heal 
the Johnson-Yarborough rift 
was "ridiculous." 

"First, both men operated in 
Washington, not in Texas," 
Connally said. "One was across 
the street from the President 
and one was less than a mile 
away, and Washington would 
have been the place to settle 
it. 

"Second, Presidents never 
insert themselves into such 
quarrels, for they can only get 
hurt. Third, the President 
couldn't have settled it any-
way: the quarrel is implac-
able." 

Connally said he was urged 
repeatedly arrange a Texas 
visit for Mr. Kennedy from 
early 1962 on. 

"I was desperately trying to 
pay for my own campaign and 
to rally support, and the last 
thing I wanted was a national 
attempt for support or political 
money," Connally said. 

Connally Declares 
However, Connally said he 

finally agreed to the 1963 visit 
because he knew "if I couldn't 
rally support for my own Par-
ty's President in my own state, 
it would be a political embar-
rassment that I would not be 
allowed to forget." 

Connally said he dissuaded 
Mr. Kennedy from his original 
plan for fund-raising dinners 
in Houston, San Antonio, Fort 
Worth and Dallas, telling him 
it would look like "you are try-
ing to financially rape the 
state." 

He said Mr. Kennedy told  

him that, besides fund-raising, 
he wanted to talk to conserva-
tive Texas .businessmen to con-
vince them that "they don't 
have any reason to fear my ad-
ministration." 

Mr. Kennedy finally settled 
for visits to the four main 
cities, and a single $100-e-plate 
dinner in Austin, which Texans 
consider as "neuaral ground," 
Connally said. 

Connally said it was his idea 
that Mrs. Kennedy accompany 
her husband as it "would make 
the trip seem less politically 
oriented." 
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