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S, 1963: T
exas G

ov. John C
onnally w

as seriously 
w

ounded w
hen P

resident K
ennedy w

as assassinated. 
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T
exas 'sw

ashbuckler' John C
onnally dies 

B
y L

aura G
oldberg 
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Jo
h
n
 C

o
n
n
ally

, th
e T

ex
as 

governor w
ounded w

hen Presi-
dent K

ennedy w
as aw

snqqinat-
ed in 1963, w

as rem
em

bered 
T

uesday as a legendary, color-
ful and influential player in na-
tional politics. 

H
e died in a H

ouston hospi-
tal of com

plications from
 pul-

m
onary fibrosis. H

e w
as first 

hospitalized M
ay 17. 

C
onnally, 76, sw

itched from
 

D
em

o
crat to

 R
ep

u
b
lican

 in
 

1973 —
 after the death of politi-

cal m
entor L

yndon Johnson -
leading som

e D
em

ocrats to ac-
cuse him

 of betrayal. 
F

orm
er U

S
. H

ouse speaker 
Jim

 W
right, a D

em
ocrat, said 

C
onnally sym

bolized the best 
of T

exas: "G
allant, self-confi-

dent and decisive, daring, al-
m

ost sw
ashbuckling. 

"John C
onnally dom

inated 
an entire era of T

exas political  

leadership in a w
ay done by no 

o
th

er in
 m

o
d
ern

 tim
es sav

e 
L

yndon Johnson." 
H

e recalled w
hen P

resident 
R

ichard N
ixon asked C

onnally  

to be T
reasury secretary. 

"C
o
n
n
ally

 to
ld

 N
ix

o
n
 h

e 
w

ould not accept an appoint-
m

en
t u

n
less first N

ix
o
n
 d

id
 

som
ething for (fellow

 T
exan 

G
eorge) B

ush," W
right said. 

C
onnally w

as T
reasury sec-

retary from
 1971-1972. B

ush 
becam

e the U
.S

. am
bassador 

to the U
nited N

ations. 
B

ush T
uesday called C

onnal-
ly "one of the great governors 
of T

exas." 
C

o
n
n
ally

 b
ecam

e w
id

ely
 

know
n w

hen he w
as seriously 

injured in K
ennedy's lim

ousine 
in D

allas on N
ov. 22, 1963. 

R
eflecting 20 years later on 

th
e assassin

atio
n
, C

o
n
n
ally

 
said: "It m

ade you realize in a 
fleeting second you could be 
gone, so you really don't have 
an

y
 tim

e to
 w

aste, to
 fritter 

aw
ay on petty things." 
C

onnally served as T
exas 

g
o
v
ern

o
r th

ree tim
es fro

m
 

1963 to 1969. H
e also m

ade 
three runs for the presidency. 

"A
t every m

ajor m
ilestone 

of contem
porary T

exas, John 
C

onnally w
as there, standing 

tall, leading, m
aking a differ-

ence, m
aking history," S

en. 

Phil G
ram

m
, R

-T
exas, said. 

In 1974, there w
ere charges 

he took a $10,000 bribe from
 

m
ilk industry executives w

hile 
serving as T

reasury secretary. 
H

e w
as acquitted. D

etrac-
tors continued to say he w

as 
guilty of influence-peddling. 

K
now

n for huge business 
deals, C

onnally declared bank-
ruptcy in 1987 w

hen the T
exas 

econom
y w

ent bust as oil and 
real estate prices slum

ped. H
e 

auctioned his possessions to 
help pay creditors. 

M
ore recently, he accom

pa-
nied C

oastal C
orp. C

hairm
an 

O
scar W

yatt on a D
ecem

ber 
1990 trip to B

aghdad to seek 
the release of hostages from

 
S

ad
d
am

 H
u
ssein

. T
h
ey

 re-
turned w

ith 19 hostages. 
"I'll m

iss his phone calls; I'll 
m

iss his extraordinary good 
hum

or," said T
exas G

ov. A
nn 

R
ich

ard
s, a D

em
o
crat. "I'll 

m
iss his optim

ism
 and his en-

couragem
ent." 


