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N
ellie C

onnally kisses the casket w
ith children, from

 left: Sharon A
m

m
ann, M

ark C
onnally, John C

onnally III. 
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C
onnallys say 'no' to conspiracy buffs 

H
is fam

ily refuses 
to let JF

K
 killing 

theorists have 
bullet fragm

ents 
from

 T
exan's body 
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 T
he late 

John C
onnally's fam

ily rejected a 
request from

 the F
B

I that bullet 
fragm

ents be rem
oved from

 the 
form

er T
exas governor's body in 

an effort to learn m
ore about the 

assassination of President John F. 
K

ennedy, according to a federal 
official. 

C
onnally, w

ho w
as w

ounded 
w

hile riding in the presidential lim
-

ousine in D
allas w

hen K
ennedy 

w
as killed N

ov. 22, 1963, died of 
pulm

onary fibrosis T
uesday. H

e 
w

as buried T
hursday. 

A
ssassination research groups 

asked A
ttorney G

eneral Janet R
e-

no on W
ednesday to seek the re-

m
oval of bullet fragm

ents believed 
to be lodged in C

onnally's w
rist and 

thigh so the pieces could be ana-
lyzed. 

T
he researchers contended that 

the lead particles could prove that 

C
onnally and K

ennedy had been 
shot by tw

o gunm
en. 

T
he federal official, speaking on 

condition that he not be identified 
by nam

e or departm
ent affiliation, 

said T
hursday that an FB

I agent in 
D

allas had asked the fam
ily for 

perm
ission to rem

ove the bullet  

fragm
ents and that the fam

ily had 
refused. 

Friends of the fam
ily called the 

bullet-extraction request bizarre 
and m

otivated by a desire on the 
part of the assassination groups for 
publicity. 

"It's an appalling attem
pt to  

capitalize on G
ov. C

onnally's death 
to gain publicity for w

orn-out theo-
ries," Julian R

ead, a fam
ily spokes-

m
an, told the D

allas M
orning 

N
ew

s. 
T

he researchers argue that tests 
m

ight show
 K

ennedy and C
onnally 

w
ere hit by different bullets, w

hich 
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could disprove the so-called "sin-
gle-bullet" theory, which formed 
the core of the Warren Commis-
sion's finding on the assassination. 

In the single-bullet theory, one 
bullet wounded both men seconds 
before another bullet mortally 
wounded Kennedy in the head. 

The researchers' hopes were ap-
parently extinguished Thursday 
with the burial of Connally in Aus-
tin. The federal official said the 
matter would not be pursued fur-
ther. 

Bullet fragments taken from 
Connally were examined in the late 
1970s by the House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations. 

The panel concluded that the 
fragments came from the same bul-
let that struck Kennedy. Nonethe- 

less, the assassination groups con-
tended, the fragments remaining in 
Connally were unique because they 
had not been disturbed. 

Larry Howard, director of the 
JFK Assassination Information 
Center in Dallas, one of the groups 
that requested the procedure on 
Connally, said he was disappointed 
with the outcome, but he wasn't 
giving up. 

"They buried him and we tried, 
'but we're not going to quit," How-
ard said. He said he would seek 
access to Connally's medical re-
cords and X-rays in an effort to 
shed light on his theories. 

The other group making the re-
quest was the Washington-based 
Assassination Archives and Re-
search Center. 


