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Ients removed from Connally's body 

e tha*the FBI gave the Commission, 

icial descriptions, which raises 

to decide whether the ffagments 

e these. 

gle -bullet theory. I did not volunteer 

• be recovered, weighed, measured and 

by NAA. I tried to emphasize the 

ever denied and the spawning of theories. 

I  

Dear Roger, 

I fear we all goofed in not being thoroughly pre 

particular. We should imam have anticipated his impen 

Reno as you lain the statement you were going to i 
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friend who is one of the editors of the local papers. 
a local story but wanted a feed to AP. I believe they 

reporter who interviewed my by phone todLthe lead I 
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Report. 
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When Lardne':r did not :eturn my *earlier 

call yesterday I left a message On his machine 

in the afternoon Llgesting that he consult 

his 9/9/78 story. That is the one in which 

duinn daid that the original JFK case 

bullet ffagments had disappeared and had 

been replaced by those he could not account for. 

Ooops! 'wrong clipping. See over. 

BOdy of Evidence: 
Clues Buried With 
John Connally 
JFK Assassination Theorists 
Sought Blictr_gments 

1  T3  
By Joel Girreau and Jason Vest 

Washington Post Staff Writers - 

Even as John Connally was being laid to rest yes-
terday, the controversy over who shotJFK wasn't. 

Assaisination investigators of all persuasions em-
raced the idea of removing one or more tiny bullet 

fragments from Connally's body even as that body 
was being interred in the State Cemetery in Austin, 
Tex. • • 	 • 	• 	• 
• "This is science aS opposed to speculation," said 

Ron Rosenbaum, a frequent writer about the Kenne-
dy assassination, 

It is one of the forest opportunities we've ever 
had," said a former staffer on the U.S. House Select 
Committee on Assassinations who, in the time-en-

" crusted tradition of conspiracy theorists, insisted on 
anonymity. "It is the one, piece of physical evidence 
he chain of custody of which is not questioned. It has 

always been in Connally's body." 
Connally was riding with President Kennedy when 

he was killed in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. A bullet 
called "Warren Commission Exhibit 399" has been 
identified as corning out of Lee Harvey Oswald's Car- 

Connally 
FRAGMENTS, From si 

cano 'rifle. The Warren Commission 
concluded that this bullet, called "the 
magic bullet" by some, hit both Kenne-
dy and Connally almost simultaneously 
before Kennedy was hit by another, fa-
tal bullet. 

'The significance of what we're at-
tempting to do is that these fragments 
must have come from that bullet ac-
cording to the Warren Commission," 
said Cyril H. Wecht, the past president 
of the American Academy of Forensic 
ScietiCes and a vocal critic of the War-
ren Commission. "They cannot have 
come, from anywhere else. It is the 
linchpin of the sole assassin conclusion. 
Everybody on both sides agrees.".  

If the fragments thought to be in the 
former Texas governor's body- were 
proveil to come from "399," then that 
"basiCally shows that the shot that hit 
Connally came from the Depository's 
sniper's , nest," said Josiah Thompson, 
author of the 1967 book "Six Seconds  

in in Dallas." 'Three-ninety-nine, the odd-
est bullet in history, did what the War-
ren Commission said it did." 

If tests were to show that Connally 
was not hit by "399," or if the frag-
ments turned out to have more mass 
than is missing from '399," then the 
logic becomes overwhelming that Os-
wald did not act alone. 

George Christian, who was Connal-
ly's press secretary that day in Novem-
ber, was nonetheless outraged yester-
day by those urging that the corpse be 
searched for evidence Christian, who 
was serving as a Connally family 
spokesman, said: "I flat can't understand 
it. It's very offensive tc come up on the 
day he dies and threaten to go to court. 
It really is outrageous. I think it ought 
to be dropped right now. It's just so bi- 
zarre to do something Ike this." 	• 

James H. I  Tsar,  head of the nonprofit 
Assassination Archives and Research 
Center in Washington, urged Attorney 
General Janet Reno inunediately after 
Connally's death to have the fragments 
removed. 

However, even Mar k Lane—who in 
1966 wrote the best-selling "Rush to 
Judginent," a critique of the Warren 
Commission, and who says he hates be- 

ing called a "conspiracy theorist," found 
the proceedings "macabre and ghoulish." 

It's not necessary to gather more 
evidence to prove either that more 
than three shots were fired that day or 
that the world is round," Lane said. But 
he added: "I think we all understand 
that millions of Americans believe the 
government of the United States at the 
highest possible level has not been 
truthful about the murder of President 
Kennedy. While doubt exists, it is ap-
propriate to look at all the evidence." 

Oliver Stone, director of the movie 
"JFK," issued a statement that said: "If 
the Warren Commission defenders .. . 
are as sure of themselves as they pro- , 
fess to be, they should be spearheading 
this effort to obtain these fragments. 
This is their golden opportunity to 
prove their case. How collie we 
haven't heard from them?" 

The reason investigators had not 
urged that the tiny fragments be re-
moved before Connally's death, Wecht 
said, was that the surgery involved 
could have crippled Connally's wrist 

Thompson, meanwhile, was still up-
Set yesterday that Connally had died; 
Thompson had a few last questions he 
had wanted to ask. 
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Connally Takes B 
al 	10 	By George Lardnsta wear erJr. 

Former Texas governor John B. Connally was burie 
in an east 'Austin cemetery yesterday after a frantic an 
unsuccessful effort to get family permission to extrac 
bnllet fragments left in his body almost 30 years ago. 

FBI officials in Dallas had recommended that an at 
tempt be made to recover the evidence and settle 
long-standing controversy about whether Connally wa 
hit by the same bullet that wounded President John F 
Kennedy on Nov. 22, 1963, just before Kennedy wa 
killed by another bullet that tore into his skull. 

Dallas FBI agent Oliver B. Revell said he feared tha 
a barrage of lawsuits would be discomfiting to the Con 
nally family in the years ahead unless the fragment 
were recovered. "We hate to intrude into the family' 
grief," Revell said a few hours before the final gravesid 
ceremonies, "but it's going to happen sooner or late 
I'M afraid the family is going to be harassed on this un 
it's resolved." 

The "single bullet" or "magic bullet" theory was cru 
cial to the Warren Commission's findings that Lee Har 
vey Oswald, acting alone, killed the president an 
wounded Connally as the two men rode together in 
motorcade through downtown Dallas. 

Connally's family and friends were upset and an 
about the last-minute hubbub over the bullet fragment 
which began Wednesday with requests from Kennedy as 
sassination researchers urging the Justice Department t 
step in. A spokesman at Justice said officials attempted t 
contact the family yesterday morning after receiving th 
FBI recommendation but were unsuccessful. . 

!"It's really offensive," said George Christian, a long 
time Connally friend and once his press secretary. "N 
body in the Connally family that I know of ever heard o 
tliese fragments."  

et Pieces to Grave 
'Revell said there was a fragment in one of Connally's 

thighs and perhaps some traces in a wrist. The nonprofit 
Assassination Archives and Research Center urged At-
torney General Janet Reno on Wednesday to secure the 
fragments and compare them, using neutron activation 
analysis and other sophisticated tests, with the nearly in-
tact bullet the Warren Commission said the pieces came 
from. The bullet was found on a hospital stretcher and 
was believed to have dropped out of Connally's thigh. 

"If the family would agree and we Can examine those 
under current technology," Revell said, "we could do one 
of two things. We could say, 'Yes, indeed, this was the 
bullet [that hit both men] and there is no basis for saying 
there were additional shots. But if the mass and metallur-
gy don't match, we've got a different ballgame." 

Some bullet fragments were extracted from Connally's 
wrist at Parkland Hospital in 1963. Tests in 1977 for the 
House assassinations committee matched several bits 
with the "pristine bullet," but questions about the authen-
ticity of , the pieces arose because they did not have the 
same weight, as fragments. tested years earlier—and in-
conclusively—by, the FBI. The FBI's fragments disap-
peared.  

Connally's body lay in state in the state capitol for two 
hours yesterday morning and then was carried across the 
street to First United Methodist Church, where he and his 
wife, Nellie, were married 52 years ago. 

Among those at the funeral service, were former 
president Richard M. Nixon, Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen, andTexas Gov. Ann Richards. Lady Bird John-
son delivered a eulogy, remembering that "John was 
always the 'can do' man, as Lyndon would say." Twenty 
years ago; Connally delivered a eulogy for her husband, 

' former president Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Special correspondent Elizabeth Hudson in Austin 
contributed to this report. 


