
Rt. 12, Frederick, -a. 21701 
01/76 

Hr. Ford Rowan personal 
NEC Ne.,e 
4001 UebrasSa Ave., NW 
Washington., D.C. 

Dear Ford, 

Shortly after tie last time we spoke I developed Alebitis, eitheut the aide 
bencats now pepularly asaociated with it. So I do what travelling I must only and I'm 
not In Washington often. Win I an i do hot drive. Not yet, anyway. 

Tonight I had a call from a stranger who called me about your interview with 
Colby last Thursday. Not knowing it would be on I missed it. Be began by aeLing me 
if I knew about MK Ultra and 	Felta and had any reason to believe there eight be a 
contection with my work. Be wondered i(the code names had come up in my work. They 
haven't but they seem familiar, like I d reed about them. Be linkee this eith the 
Olson case. 	first knew Eric Olson when he was 15 but mover knew Frank.) 

I do get acne nut calls. 'Ibis was not one. He knew detailo of the Olson cane, 
for example, that I do not and i've followed the reporting fairly diligently. 

lie deep not have my books yet seems to have a cearrkno,ledge of fact as well 
as the controversy about the Warren Report. 

He does not live near here but gets the Washington Post. Peterson's story about 
me several weeks ago in the Haryland section, he :laid, is why he Alliee me. Perhaps. 
And people who live far away do subscribe to the Post. But wait a month to call a 
stranger and talk for an hour and a half? 

He is articulate, intelligent, well-informed and scums to have come intelligence 
knowledge. During the ceurse of the conversation I referred to "black books" without his 
asking what they are. Few people know. 

He has sore reason for thinkleg I should talk to you about what you airod and 
what ha thinks you know, suspect or both. 

I know nothing about these projects. II.; did say that in an earlier form there 
was a project with this name, in 1951, under a Dr. Sidney Cohan, in Los Angeles. For 
all I know you may have aired this. 

formed the impression during this conversation that this can had an intelligence 
connection in the past. I therefore think it is possible he may have some kuoeledge. Be 
pays I will be }Leering from him again after I return from a trip I'll leave on ThursdAy. 
I asked him to hold off until after the 21st, when there is a dalendar eel' on one of 
my freedom of Information Act canes, one that has already been productive. 

If you have a transcript of the interview or can lend me a sound tape or/preferably 
both I'm willing to take the tie i to pay' clo atter tion. lf cueledng cone oiehie I'll be glad to give it to you. I can t keep up with my major preoccupations now.e 

Pretty clearly this man is not irrational. he was subtle in his insistence so it can't fairly be called insistence, but he seems to have some reason for thinking you end 
I should talk about this. I'm willing if you think it worthwhile. Unless he has reason 
to believe that theme prejeets had a connection with azzereinationPhis reason for calling no of all people isn't clear. I'm not uneasy about his calling me instead of eettere 
known people in the field because an intelligent man would know the great differences in our approaches, that I do my own investigating and analyses, work with fact and not the 
popular speculationa. That it was sugeested to him is not impossible. 



ee Lows about we what was not in the Post story, the price of my books, all but 
the last. I have ecld none to bookstores in his area and he referred to the ppice by 
mail, which is eliehtly more. eut I have no recollection of having sent even a flyer 
on the books to his area. His name wan not familiar to ey wife, who does all the ::ailing 
I do not. 

He has to have had come reason for calling no rather thau, may, Lane. Or Fenster-
weld. He did not know of eye connection with the king case, only JFK and that I keep 
after the government to end suppression.) Going along with this I would say that hie 
opinion of the Post story is a bit inflated. Or, that the Post story may not have been 
the real reason he called me. 

If his call had not impressed me I'd not be taking this tine because I can't and 
don't steep the hours I did for ycara and I should be in bed. While it is not impossible 
that he is an intelligent, informed theoriser, I did not eat this impression and in an 
hour and a half he gave no indication of any eech tendency. I die get the conversation 
to wandering to give him the opportunity. In the oourse of this, when he gave me the 
inconspicuous opeortunities, I satisfied uself that ho is riot a regular reader of the 
Post or if he is, he is a selective one. When he turned the conversation to Terry 
Lenekier's representation of Dr. Gottlieb (which I had not kneel and eondered I had a 
chance to compare with Phil Birekkop, who has been in the Post often and conspicuously 
recently. In my opinion a Post reader in a distant rural-type area is wuch more likely to read the main news or the Metro sections thee the weekly suehetan oupplemont.Oddly, 
while he said he didn'tkx know of Hicekkop he did know of the ZeIX case, which Phil won, 
and the approxieate time of its end. Now that case-there is anoenorehad CIA involve-
ments in the defense's allegations. The remaining one does not. 4n the remaining case 
E.L.'s boys are charged with obstructing justice. This is the more serious charge. The first was a wire-tapping case. (They're guilty in both oases, if acquitted in the first.) 

I think I will hear further fram this man. I can't be certain but I think he 
knows something and didn't dare say it on the phone and fears the nails. (With me he is right Me both counts and I'll be sging over it soon, sometime aftee the 16th, when it 
becomes possible under the law.) But if you have no intereet, all I can do ie listen 
to whatever he is able to get to we. 

It is pretty farout, but if this man still has spook collection he could mix 
know that I've been after the Cie for their files on eta. There are conscientious people 
in the CIA who want the dirty stuff ended. I have been pretty forthright with teem letting 
them know quite explicitly thet I have copies from different files of what they allege 
does not exist. They began by their genejeg counsel insisting that they have nothing on 
me, but wit cut giving me what I have thgVRave given me stuff as far brick a when I  ,rave Jimmy Roosevelt eaterial for one of FDR's more memorable fireside chats. That dates to 
before I was in OSS. At the twee time the give ee, shall I call it en accident? the proof of how they lied to their general counsel and the existence of files on no not checked an;; 	diecloeed. fa out cr not, I do not believe: they art„Ilit stupid. So, 
improbable as it may be, I do not consider it entirely impossible that this stranger 
might be fed by people he once lac wore:ea with. end wilat .yokes tells more ietereotieg in view of his knowledge of the 	ase is that the CIA has me in a file they have not 
eiven roe but parts of which i have that involves a ventral figure in that easy whc 
friend and may be a CIA source, directly or indirectly. chat makes all of this more fascin-
ating ie that assoee ie the CIA have to anew, I have a ceepeoes story I've nevee ueod on 
a CIA front that is unexposed to this day. Not being able to sell the story I've been 
saving it for this suit. I'm curtain they do no:. dare give Who voluntarily what the have. 
They don't dare expose their front. briefly, it in a part of CIA that seems to be other than CIA and in almost entirely unknown that engages in a epeeial kind of domestic intel-ligence. Or, if faroat, not entirely impossible. 

If eou can send we a tape, a casette wouid be easier for Leo I'll be in D.C, the 
21st and 2/4. Best regarded, Harold eeisberg 


