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fear that he w
ould cry up a holy w

ar." D
ies's critics on the left 

w
ent m

uch further, how
ever, not hesitating to convict him

 of 
fascist proclivities. C

ertainly the sm
all-tow

n T
exas law

yer felt 
m

ore com
fortable in the com

pany of L
egionnaires than of pro-

fessors, and the people w
ho cheered him

 at rallies w
here he 

said things like "G
od gave us A

m
erica and the M

arxists shall 
not take it aw

ay" did not represent the intellectual cream
 of 

A
m

erican life. B
ut if D

ies could be convicted because he had 
spoken at a luncheon that F

ritz K
uhn happened to attend; if 

it w
as proof of his fascism

 that he w
as praised by Joseph P

. 
K

am
p of the far-right C

onstitutional E
ducational L

eague and 
had dealings w

ith M
envin K

. H
art of the far-right N

ew
 Y

ork 
S

tate E
conom

ic C
ouncil—

both of w
hom

 in turn had dealings 
w

ith a still shabbier class of patriots—
then by a like syllogism

 
the editors of T

he N
ation and of m

ost other liberal organs could 
w

ithout further ado be hung as C
om

m
unists. T

hey argued that 
D

ies m
u
st h

av
e a w

arm
 sp

o
t fo

r W
illiam

 D
u
d
ley

 P
elley

 o
f 

N
orth C

arolina, head of the frankly Jew
-hating S

ilver S
hirts, 

because the C
om

m
ittee hadn't been able to track him

 dow
n for 

q
u
estio

n
in

g
. B

u
t th

o
se w

h
o
m

 S
id

n
ey

 H
o
o
k
 h

as called
 o

u
r 

"totalitarian liberals" bad for years been far m
ore closely at-

tached to E
arl B

row
der—

and P
elley's influence w

as hardly 
im

pressive beside that of the C
om

m
unist leader's in his lionized 

days. M
oreover, although D

ies's claim
 to credit for the arrest 

on charges of sedition of seventeen C
hristian F

ronters in N
ew

 
Y

ork' w
as m

erely hum
orous, he had spoken m

uch m
ore harshly 

about N
azism

 and fascism
 than such liberals as N

ation editor 
F

reda K
irchw

ey had spoken about C
om

m
unism

. E
ven loyal 

readers of T
he N

ation, w
ho w

ere prepared to believe anything 
ill of the C

ongressm
an, how

ever w
eakly grounded, m

ust have 
w

ish
ed

 th
at th

e ev
id

en
ce o

f a lin
k
 b

etw
een

 D
ies an

d
 P

elley
 

w
as a little m

ore palpable, a little less conjectural . . . and sud-
denly, for a few

 days in January 1940, it seem
ed that their case 

w
as m

ade. 
O

n January za, during the R
ules C

om
m

ittee's perfunctory 

I T
he subsequent acquittal of the C

hristian F
ronters w

as used by cham
pions 

of the C
om

m
ittee in C

ongress to show
 that D

ies had been right not to bather 
about them

. 
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hearings on the continuance of the D
ies C

coim
ittee, C

ongress-
m

an F
rank E

. H
ook of M

ichigan, a ferocious opponent of D
ies, 

announced that he possessed w
ritten evidence of an "under-

stan
d
in

g
 b

etw
een

 D
ies an

d
 P

o
lley

." W
h
en

 R
ep

resen
tativ

e 
S

tarnes started to defend his absent chairm
an, R

epresentative 
C

ox of G
eorgia rem

arked, "H
e doesn't need any defense before 

this com
m

ittee." H
ook thereupon inserted in the record of the 

H
ouse excerpts from

 w
hat he m

aintained w
ere letters betw

een 
P

elley and D
avid M

ayne, the S
ilver S

hirt leader's representa-
tive in W

ashington. 
T

h
e N

a
tio

n
 
h
ad

 ev
id

en
tly

 b
een

 g
iv

en
 

access to the evidence at the sam
e tim

e as H
ook or even earlier, 

for its issue dated January 27 carried an article by assistant 
editor Jam

es W
echsler, w

ho had outgrow
n the A

m
erican S

tu-
dent U

nion and the Y
oung C

om
m

unist L
eague, w

hich con-
tained portions of the alleged P

elley-M
ayne correspondence. 

W
ritten on stationery of "T

he S
ilver S

hirt L
egion of A

m
erica," 

one of these letters referred to "the understanding that D
ies 

w
ill not go out of his w

ay to em
barrass us—

T
rue—

F
r. C

oughlin 
—

G
eorge or the L

egion." In another letter, P
elley explained 

that a booklet he had issued in 1939 attacking the D
ies C

om
-

m
ittee for harassing G

entile patriots instead of finding out 
"w

hether there is any Jew
ish conspiracy against constitutional 

form
s of governm

ent" w
as intended only "to create the general 

im
pression that there existed betw

een D
ies and m

yself a per-
sonal 'gripe' sufficient to keep us apart from

 any form
 of co-

operation ... and w
as actually intended ... to offset any rum

ors 
—

in the event of suspicion—
that he and I through m

utual con-
tacts had an understanding." W

echsler delighted in the scoop. 
B

ut w
ithin a w

eek these letters w
ere show

n to have been part 
of a hoax; it w

as a case of the desire to believe sending respect-
able m

en headlong into a slough of gullibility. 
T

he innocent strategist behind the anti-D
ies plot w

as G
ard-

ner Jackson, legislative representative of L
abor's N

on-P
artisan 

L
eague, an indefatigable w

orker for the underdog, w
hose nam

e 
had naturally found its w

ay onto m
any of J. B

. M
atthew

s's lists. 
Jackson w

as no C
om

m
unist, and he had earned, by earnest 

w
orks, a reputation for integrity as w

ell as for courage and 
good w

ill, but the thought of the D
ies C

om
m

ittee clouded his 

ta
u
 

r
. 

se 

S
u
n
c,p

r 
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n
ob

ler facu
lties. H

e set a you
n

g associate n
am

ed
 H

arold
 W

eis- M
r 

b
erg on

 th
e track

 of D
ies. A

ssisted
 b

y D
rew

 P
earson

, W
eisb

erg 

m
ad

e con
tact w

ith
 M

ayn
e, w

h
o ob

ligin
gly tu

rn
ed

 over th
e 

letters—
to p

u
t Jack

son
 "

ou
t on

 a lim
b

,"
 h

e later exp
lain

ed
. 

W
eisb

erg p
aid

 M
ayn

e $105 an
d

 p
rom

ised
 h

im
 a job

 in
 th

e 

D
ep

artm
en

t of A
gricu

ltu
re. 

W
ith

 th
is m

aterial in
 h

an
d

, Jack
son

 h
eld

 a d
in

n
er p

arty in
 

m
id

-Jan
u

ary for a few
 N

ew
 D

eal C
on

gressm
en

 to d
iscu

ss h
ow

 

th
e letters m

igh
t b

e u
sed

 again
st D

ies as th
e d

eb
ate over con

-

tin
u

in
g h

is C
om

m
ittee ap

p
roach

ed
. M

ost of G
ard

n
er's gu

ests 

w
ere sk

ep
tical of th

e letters, an
d

 ad
vised

 again
st u

sin
g th

em
, 

b
u

t H
ook

, a N
ew

 D
ealer w

h
ose m

in
d

 cou
ld

 n
ot k

eep
 ap

ace of 

h
is tem

p
er, w

as .. . yes, h
ook

ed
. A

s P
elley h

im
self w

ou
ld

 later 

interpret the event to reporters, "I think he w
as just played for 

a su
ck

er, d
on

't you
?"

 M
ayn

e, w
h

o h
ad

 p
reviou

sly b
een

 em
-

p
loyed

 b
y th

e C
om

m
ittee to try to get P

elley to testify, h
ad

 set 

as a con
d

ition
 of h

is h
an

d
in

g over th
e letters th

at h
e w

ou
ld

 b
e 

n
otified

 b
efore th

ey w
ere u

sed
;  W

eisb
erg so n

otified
 h

im
, 

w
h

ereu
p

on
, accord

in
g to som

e rep
orts, M

ayn
e n

otified
 th

e 

C
om

m
ittee counsel, R

hea W
hitley. T

he C
om

m
ittee, it w

as later 

su
ggested

 b
y m

ortified
 lib

erals, h
ad

 actu
ally h

ired
 p

rivate d
e-

tectives to sell false d
ocu

m
en

ts to C
on

gressm
en

 w
h

o craved
 

th
em

, T
h

is w
as n

ever p
roven

, b
u

t w
h

atever th
e C

om
m

ittee 

staff's p
art in

 th
e in

itial p
lottin

g of th
is com

ed
y-m

ystery, th
ey 

ru
b

b
ed

 th
eir h

an
d

s at th
e d

en
ou

em
en

t. M
ayn

e u
n

resistin
gly 

adm
itted his forgery at once to D

ies's young friend, C
om

m
ittee 

in
vestigator R

ob
ert S

trip
lin

g, w
h

o from
 th

en
 on

 took
 cred

it 

for b
reak

in
g th

e case. M
ayn

e w
as even

tu
ally b

rou
gh

t to trial 

for h
is p

ran
k

; h
e p

lead
ed

 gu
ilty an

d
 received

 a su
sp

en
d

ed
 

sen
ten

ce. 
H

ook
's resp

on
se, as it d

aw
n

ed
 op

en
 h

im
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 

m
ost grievou

sly tak
en

 in
, w

as th
at of th

e cap
tain

 w
h

o attem
p

ts 

to su
stain

 h
is sin

k
in

g sh
ip

 b
y b

lu
sterin

g b
ack

 at th
e h

u
rrican

e: 

If th
ere is an

y q
u

estion
 of forgery th

en
 th

e D
ies C

om
m

ittee is 

guilty of conspiracy to bribe a person to com
m

it forgery to cover 

u
p

 th
eir p

ast n
efariou

s acts. It is typ
ical D

ies C
om

m
ittee sm

ear-

in
g to b

efog th
e real issu

e of collab
oration

 w
ith

 th
ose closely 

con
n

ected
 w

ith
 th

e C
h

ristian
 F

ron
t ... T

h
ere w

as on
ly on

e real 
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effort to overthrow
 the governm

ent of the U
nited States, and that 

cam
e from

 b
elow

 th
e M

ason
-D

ixon
 lin

e. It look
s as if an

oth
er 

effort is com
ing from

 that source. 

H
ook m

ade m
uch of an affidavit from

 M
ayne to the effect that 

th
e sign

atu
res on

 th
e letters w

ere th
ose of P

elley, an
d

 h
e re-

fu
sed

 to ap
ologize for en

terin
g th

em
 in

to th
e R

ecord
—

th
ou

gh
 

h
e relen

ted
 to th

e exten
t of agreein

g to w
ith

d
raw

 th
em

, a con
-

cession
 th

at th
e d

efen
d

ers of D
ies, overjoyed

 at th
e w

ay th
e 

case b
ad

 d
evelop

ed
, w

ou
ld

 n
ot accep

t w
ith

ou
t an

 accom
p

an
y-

in
g ap

ology. H
ook

 con
tin

u
ed

 to ran
t, d

em
an

d
in

g th
at th

e 

D
ep

artm
en

t of Ju
stice in

vestigate th
e "ch

arges of forgery, col-

lusion and conspiracy." 
A

t an
 op

en
 m

eetin
g of th

e C
om

m
ittee on

 F
eb

ru
ary 6, w

h
ere 

M
ayne testified that he had sim

ply traced the signatures, leav-

in
g ou

t th
e secon

d
 "

e"
 in

 P
elley on

 p
u

rp
ose, H

ook
, accord

in
g 

to an
 eye-w

itn
ess accou

n
t, stood

 over h
im

 "
trem

b
lin

g w
ith

 

rage" and "roared his questions until he w
as requested to stand 

at th
e oth

er en
d

 of th
e C

om
m

ittee tab
le."

 O
n

ly th
en

 d
id

 th
e 

ch
oleric gen

tlem
an

 from
 M

ich
igan

 fin
ally ap

ologize—
"

If th
e 

H
ou

se feels its in
tegrity im

p
u

gn
ed

 or if an
y m

em
b

er is ag-

grieved, I do not hesitate to apologize"—
and the forgeries w

ere 

exp
u

n
ged

. A
 year later h

e w
ou

ld
 still b

e exorcisin
g h

is em
b

ar-

rassm
ent, blam

ing everything on "investigators w
ho cooperate 

an
d

 collab
orate w

ith
 m

en
 to m

islead
 an

d
 en

trap
 a M

em
b

er of 

C
on

gress for th
e p

u
rp

ose of sm
earin

g h
im

 b
efore th

e p
u

b
lic 

b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 th

e cou
rage of h

is con
viction

s .. ."
 T

he N
ation 

d
ealt w

ith
 th

e u
n

fortu
n

ate fate of its scoop
 b

y m
ak

in
g ligh

t of 

th
e letters th

at h
ad

 seem
ed

 so d
ram

atic to its ed
itors a w

eek
 

or tw
o b

efore. T
h

e em
p

h
asis on

 th
e forgeries, th

ey n
ow

 p
ro-

tested
, w

as d
esign

ed
 to ob

fu
scate th

e evid
en

ce of D
ies's h

ob
-

nobbing w
ith C

hristian F
ronters. M

artin D
ies, still at hom

e in 

O
ran

ge, T
exas, recoverin

g from
 in

flu
en

za an
d

 a ru
p

tu
red

 ap
-

p
en

d
ix, w

as all at on
ce, an

d
 m

ost stran
gely, m

artyr as w
ell as 

prosecutor and judge. 2  

In
 h

is a
u

to
b

io
g
ra

p
h

y
 D

ies cla
im

s th
a
t th

e in
cid

en
t o

f th
e letters w

a
s 

b
u

t on
e of rep

eated
 low

 efforts to d
estroy h

is w
ork

. T
h

ese in
clu

d
ed

, h
e w

rites, 

a N
ew

 D
eal con

sp
iracy to slan

d
er h

im
 as an

 In
com

e tax evad
er, an

 attem
p

t 

to k
id

n
ap

 h
is son

 B
ob

b
y, an

d
 a p

lot, w
h

ich
 h

e on
ly n

arrow
ly escap

ed
, to 

en
trap

 h
im

 w
ith

 a p
retty girl in

 h
er m

om
 at th

e M
ayflow

er H
otel. 


