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civit proceedlugs, even f tha gl
pericd had elapsed, for the prevailing
Vlew is that n President caunot ba |
prosecuted for a crlme while he r&7
mains In office. Tt follows that the

Second, ke should s granted aboo-
lute immurity fem el progecution,
. - - Federal or state, for ol acts before

kﬁ‘ . PEILADELPHIA—The House of Rep- resignation, and 'also absolute Im-
“ovp v ¥ Fosentatives will be considering articles | munity from subpoenas to testify or

5 oy ? o? impeachment shartly. Democratic | produce documsnts ‘at the trials of statute would be suspended during thisd
o A;I -government, indeed most government, | others or befora Congressional com- pericd. The situaticn would be anale-
.+ ' '%] i3 hared upon the confidenco of the | mittees. £ous to thoso toses where thero ig.a5 ¢

RN b peaple. Without a largs measure of it,

7 o) no leader in a democratic society can

e \;; govern effestively,

Rilen ' Symptoms of low confidence In tha

i: 2 '{':3 Nizon Administration are everywhere.

55 ‘-;. “Tho motives, however valid, behind the
t

giu-year statute of limitzticns with ra:
spect to criminal prozzention, but tha
defendant cither remaina outsido the-
country until after the six years -has l
elapsed or is under some othor typah
of disahillty that pmvsmta_indlctmant}:
and prosecution. Courts have held that: |
the statute of limitations did not run<
during the yeers thers Wab a dinability 1
that prevented prosecution. Thus, dur- 7

-

ing the pericd of President Nizon's 4

Third, he should ba permitted, it hie
drsires, befors rosignation to destroy
tapes, memoranda and other material
connccted i any way with Watergata
and related matters.

The last two suggestions could ba
the most controversial, ginco destruce
tion of the taps, memaranda, and
other material oad immunity from sub-
poenas could make furthar prosecu-
tion of Cabinet officers and members

%ﬂ ;) military aler? during the recent Middle
Pd fo Eact svar have been questiened. The

’,\;J formal business of government—medi-
" cel ond housing programs, stock mar-
ftet and financial reform,
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country weuld bo better off if Mr.
Nixon were no longer President. If this
is tho best coursy for the country, the
question is how to achievo the result

The two courses are cbviously resig-
patlon or conviction upon impeach-
ment. When' the practicalities are
weighed, it is clear that resignation is
the only conceivable course.

Tha principal consideration weigh-
ing against impeachment and a Senata
trial is the time it would take and its
disruptive effect on governmental busi-
ness. A clese vote could only deepen
a crisis of public confidence. Convic-
ion by the Senate might only be the
inning of a lengthy battle through
courts. Some legal scholars
havo- expressed considerable doubts
sbout the power of the Congress to

* | impeach and convict without a subse-

we must, therefore, offer the President
inducements to tale that step. -

The Republican and Democratic

and enact Into low the following

Imeauur*

o5 .
First, the President should be guar-

" amteed whatever retirement benefits

he would otherwicz have received at
the end of his term.

villiam T, Coleman Jr., a lawyer, was
a member of the United States delega-
tion to the 24th General Assembly of
the United Nations ond @ member of
the Federal Prica Commission.
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feadership in Congress should propose

e

gubpoena in their trials,

Tha proposed bill could be enacted
without Frecidentia]l concurrence a6
happenzd with tho ctatute conferring
subpacna power on the Sanate Water-
gate Committes, Congress would siraply
provide that the immunities eonferred
by the sugpested statute would be
applicable if within a specific time
after its enactment (thirty days fer
example) a letter of resignation would
be filed by President Nixen with tho
Secretary of State. .

There are strong reasons why Presl
dent Nixon should perscnally welcoma
resignation with thes2 puarantees.
First, it must be assumed that any
American political leader who reaches
high office has the best interasts of
the country at heart. !

Also, any ill-advised clinging to the
{mmunitfes of offico would only post:

quent review by tho courts. pone Mr. Nixon's personal problems
. Resignation is ths only solution and  yptil 1977, Whether tho President

electad in 1976 is Republican or Deme-
crat, it is highly likely ho will be

Y tion of the defense system, agricultural | of the White Houso stafl impossible, incurbency, the statute of limitations .
v S reform, contimuing the drive for equal- |} But there iz no other way to preclude 18 suspended. P
B ity—has all faltered or stopped. the possible necessity for the Presi- . Patriotic and personal considerations !
fie It 15 now being argued that the dent, after resignation, to testify under  make resignation with. guarantees the !

logical choica for President Nixon and !

for the country. U
both parties in Congre
sider these matters teriously,

ntil the leaders of"|
gress begin to con="
digens- ¢

slon of hoth resignation and impeach-
ir of Insubatontlality 1

ment will havean o

and wishful thinking,” |
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elected in reaction to Watergete, In- iy

vestigations and criminal
charges could well follsw.

and civil

Mr. Nizon would be obliged to de- '

fond these actions with private, not
Government funds, He could
drazg
fore warious committees of Congress.
The issues of Presidential and execu-
tive privilege and immunity take on 2
different coloration when the subject
of the investigation is an ex-President.
PNor would the statute of limitations

od from court to court and be- -

appear to raise a bar to criminal er
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