arren Commission was wrong—

Anopen mind, perhaps, is one of the most
valuab'e attributes of a scholar,

f-u4 Jacob Coben, associale professor of
£micecan studies.

"y reeon @ well-known fact inand around the
Brandins community that Jerry Cohen (as he's
“trwn 1o students and faculty alike) has enter-
*aed a fascination for the mysteries that even

“ay Gnsmroud the agsassination ol President
.ohe FoKennedy.

“orthe past 16 years, he has examined and
‘e-24@MINEC every nook and cranny of the case,
ana he has been one of the mora prominent —
anc certainly mos! zealous—advocates of the
Warran Commission’s findings that discounted
ary notiorn of a conspiracy in the 1963 murder of
e Presalent.

1ul @3 any good scholar knows, new facts

Sinsay e gey

Jerry Cohen: Scholarly concern over the
assassination will strengthen

anc new evidence can drastically alter one's
-rctusions. On Dec, 29 of this year—(ollowing

o ting’ wearing of the House Ausassinalions
~emmutien on new evidence in the case—Jerry
Toten s 1B-year-old conviction hat there was

o cunspiracy had lost its strength.

‘ovdan. 9, Pral. Cohen published in a Boston
“ly newspaper an exlensive article explain-
weand the Warren Commiission’s previous
' ary on the assassination with a detailed
s punt ol what the new evidence had dane to
Pt thpory,

as:mp'e terms, Prol. Cohen previously con-
rennd that three shols were fired that fatelul

lag —oanothat Wil hoth then-Gov. John

Connolly of Texas and President Kennedy, a
second shot that probably fatally wounded the
President, and a third shot that missed. He
conlended thal the evidence showed the shots
were fired by Lee Harvey Oswald alone, who had
been perched al a sixth-floor window of the
Texas School Book Depository.

Suddenly, however, new evidence appeared.
Atape, allegedly rom the belt of a Dallas police
officer who had accompanied the Presidential
molorcade the day of the assassination, has
been uncoverad. How and why it has been with-
held so long, no one seems to know. In any
event, the acoustical evidence il provides,
pointing to a fourth bullel fired from the famous
"“grassy knoll," has forced Brandeis' unrelenting
skeptic to proller an apologla in lavor of a new
“phantom qunman' theory.

Says Prol. Cohen, however: 1 don't feel at all
discredited. | honestly believe that | followed
the facts where they led. Up until this most |
recent developmentl, | and the Warren Commis-
sion were right on target. | still uphold that it
wasn'l a large-scale conspiraty, just one addi-
tional sniper who fired a shot that hit nothing
and no one.”

_ Jerry Cohen has writlen a book on the subject
enlitled Censpiracy Fever, which will be in print
shortly. "I have no qualms about it coming out,"
he stales, “for although I've revised my opinions
somewhal, the book still involves the notions of
hiysteria and fantasy surrounding conspiracy,
and they haven't changed,

"There is a greal deal of discussion going on
now," notes Prof. Cohen, “over the authenlicity
ol this newes! evidence, and \he unanswered
questions as to why il has been concealed all
this time. The scholarly concern about the John
F. Kennedy assassination is starting all over,
and you can bel I'll be right there in the lorefront
again.

In the meantime, Prof. Cohen, a talented
tenorin his off hours, is writing, and thinking,
and enjoying his teaching at Brandeis more than
ever—including his popular course on “The Idea
of Conspiracy in American Culture.”

Ever since his arrival al Brandeis In the fall of
1960, students have poured into his classes,
semesler aller semesler, eager (o sample his
dynamic lecturing and to debate his hardnosed
apinions on any and all aspects of American

One Brandels senijor, currently enrolled in
Prof. Cohen's introductory American studies
course, "Provtems in American Civilization "

.

Prof. Cohen

says of the witly and conlroversial professor:
“I've known since freshman year that | would
eventually lake a course with Jerry, I's just
something | had to do. Everyone said so. And
now that I've taken il, | understand why.

“It's Jerry Cohen's style thal's so appealing.
His classes are a'ive, as il you can leel learning
happen. He says whal he thinks, he makes you
viant 1o listen; and if you should happen not Lo
agree with him he welcomes your rebuttal.”

He also teaches @ number of olher topical
courses, including "Violence in Amarican Life"
and one offered lor the first lime 1his semesler,
“The Sixties: Conlinuity and Change in
American Cullure.”

“I'taughl in the sixlies," says Prol. Cohen,
“and admittedly it was an exciting 'imeto be a
part of the college scene, Bul it distresses me to
think thal the students of the seventies are still
living in the shadow of the sixties. There isan
empliness, loday, as if sludents have no leeling
of their own experiences.

"Bul it's just not so. Il's a betler lime on
campus these days, and there's beller learning
going on. Students are more serious aboul thelr
viork and less obsessed with the distractions ol
the time.”

He smiles earnestly as he praises the current
generalion of college students. “Things are
beginning to feel like the early sixties again,”
he adds, “the way \hey were belore things really
got crazy.”

Prof. Cohen conjectures that the eighties will
see the dawn of a "sensible sixties.” “The Co!d
War seems to be healing up again, and there's a
hard-line, anti-Communist stance growing
that’s reminiscent ol the Kennedy-Mixon
eleclion years. | hear whispers of the revival of a
cwil rights movement, and substantive issues
like energy and divestment are beginning o sur-
face."

Sludents will play a majorrole in rousing the
American people il Jerry Cohen is correct. *I'm
nol a worshipper of students,” he claims, “but |
don’t hate them, either, and | honestly leel that
often, in their naivele, and in their pure and
simple idealisin, 1hey have sarathing to leach,”

Jderry Cohen is, at mast by appearance, the
epitome ol the idea of the American “myth” that
he discusses in his American Studies coursos,
He has lound his calling and rellects [he image
ol a man who loves whal he's doing and is pro-
ficient at jt.
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