Rt, 8, Frederick, id, 21701
1/19/78

Dear Tris Coffin,

I apreciate your letter of the 2Tth very much. One always hopes for this reaction
but in dealing with a taboo rarely gets it from fellow writers most of who enrry prejudices
that hide (in many ceses) guilt feelings. I've Just challenged Joe Goulden to a debate,
with all the reinforcements he can get and with “impert to be the "impartial™ moderator
if they'll arrange a jury of our peers, the National Press Club.

Immuhmlsisgoodanditialoﬂ.cnlbutlt}unkhumarmr:l.uit: Hoover
madmtlmwmmedthecmdidtheloaﬁng.Inthiscanlkmwtheydidn't.uhtl
don't know is what Hoover knew. I do know the source and it is not as represented in
the official documunts. I used those in the buok for other purposes. In Agent Uswald,
lhenIoanm‘huntothatboukIhadtolayaaids.Iwilltellthaanﬁ.mntorytothe
degree it will hurt nobody. (Several FAI wgenis have already been hurt. I wonder that
Foover dared be so necdlessly viefous with them.)

This is not to say you are wrong about Hoover's parenois. You are right end it
oes back to before CIA. He was the sare way with 0SS when I was fn it, e vanted a
total monopely.

The reality is much more complicated than either the transcript or the book 88Y.
If you ever come up, as once we discussed, I'11 tell you more. It will fascinste Yol
More Byzantine than watergate,

I'1l be sending moubers of the new Senate comuittee copies of the book. One had
one from the first.

When Jim Losar told me you had a copy of the new book, I wondered if you would
care to tell those who got youwr newsleiter how they can get it? Almost nowhere is it in
comercial distribution. I trusted one wholesaler who had gypped me on the earlier books
in the hope he would put it out in Washington. If he has it i5 news to me. The other one
and the only one 1've dealt with who hasn't mot paid me 18 in New York. They not only
did not put it out, they denied they had it. So the chances of buying one except from
me iz negligible, And 1 do believe people should be able to examine documents like these
with confidence that they are the original documsnts.

The only literature I have on it is &he enclosed flyer,

I am aware of what Tom Boggs told Kessler. I'd like to tall to him but most of
these people are arcluctant to talk to ene who has written what I have, Russell wasn't,
It would e good if 'Fom Boggs or the friends of Earl Warren could come to understand how
all the members of the Cemmission were had, This does not excuse them for their own errors,
in my view, but it does give at least a partial explanation. This 1s an aspect of my work
that has beon ignored. 4t is, in fact, th dootrine of the Intréduction to the first book,

1'd like to write you at greater length about matters I believe would interest you
but it is imp?ssible. I'm clese to your age and work fron 45 a.me until after 11 p.m.
and still can ¢ keep up. i'vo mot been able to finish the conclusions of a Watergute book
I laid aside in September for the work Jin Lgsar and I did in the Ray case beglmidng then.
And there is much in the draft of that Watsrgete boolk that alse could interest un inveati-
gating coumittee, I think there is & good magazine plece in Jim and what he has done that
is not kmown. The Rey case is his first real one. He took the D.C. bars after he started
worldng on it. Yesterday the Supreme Court, iu refusing the State cert, upheld a precedent
that may be as important ss Mirands eng Uspouito: ihe right to discovery in habeas corpus
proceedings. What this can wean in political cases, I believe, is enormous,
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Jim and I went to Memphis to try to exercise this discovery October 1. We got
there the might before, after a day in Nashville, me with Ray at the jail and Jim going
over a law firm's files to which we had been given access by the judge, Bveryone - the
State, the cops, the DA, the public defender, the sheriff and the entire Establishment -
was determined to foil us. They were mble to spin our wheels. But once we established a
willingess to confront the judge with having to consider holding them in contcmupt - &8
we d4id = ond were willing to faght the State openly and vigorously, we did get enoughe
Haybe 5 j% but sensational. Even the written directives to violate Rayle Gousttiitutional
rights, sumples of intercepted comwmmications with 211 his prior counsel BAd the judge
(thet one was n reglstered letter, too), notes he'd msde for his ovn defense and for
dipoussion with his lawyers (taken from his cell withoutyhis imowledge by his ceptors)
with receipts by tge D4 for these illegalities snd I can b begin to remember a2ll, The
rottenest contracts yvou ever saw, toielly wimewm until then.

The State never knew what we kmew and could prove and had samples of. We showed
them onc handwrdtien note by the Di they didn't know we had and they even lied ebout who
had written 4t. ¥ith the other demonstraticns of our knowing our stuff they were con-
fronted with a serious problem: what would we pull in court if they did not comply with

the dlscovery orders.

We even had them dredghng the former DA's basement and coming up with stolen files!

I am not a lewyer. Jim hag not yet taken lis first cusze before a jury. So we daid
have & few hendicaps. But with them vim has establivhed this significent precedent. Until
the Nixon court can accept a casc in which the horrorw cui't be prescated to it ss we
did in slight measure in Jiu's brief aud ull officialdom inew we could add to.

FPor a firpt-cose lawyer this an: what else he did is, I think, & legitimate storye.

His firat - only - depusition was of Percy Foreman. Foreman did not show up for
the hearing, Heither did Bill Euie. (Part of what he have on both is iu my Frane-lip.
Discovery added conaiderable despito nun-conpliance.) Foreman fled a TV studio in the
Spring of 1971 when he lesrned while the make-up was being put on that he was going to
confront me.

These panple have power. But they fenr and hete.us. The State asaistant AG was
saying openly that he was going to "get" me, But he chickened out.

However, I have seen nowhere any reference to the precedent nature of what has
already bean aceomplinhed in tile case with an entircly pro bono defenns and with the
State still intercepting Ray's defonse mail. Even after we proved they had been doing it.
Privete ccrmmication hes been impomeible. And is,

Again thanica.
Best reg.ris,
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