12/15/71
Dear Weyne (cc EBF],
Bud bas sent nme a copy of your letter and story on Claude Cockrell. The name sure sounds
familiar, but I can't place it independently, The stery is typical of racism, which supe
gests you might want to check with A.I.Botnick, reglonal Anti-Dofametdion League man in
New Orleanﬁi?]:ﬁ/.l'ﬂ%), lmour as "B" and hospitalized as of the day aftor our pleasant
meeting at the Hemphis eirport.
= Some aspects you did not empliasizo interost me. In I.0. thero were constant but
fwultleas leads to divera, in slwost 21l cases alsc involving sado-rosochism. I can't
r:uakeoutthanmmofhiaoutfitonthammxofthexemofthecaﬁ. s0 I don't know
if it is that of any outfit of which I then heard,

Bud rdght consider mmrdng “hrough Group Research, Ther: is  Nre, Bighop in NSRP,
from yow: general ares (re Cel or Carl),

Hobile racio telephono is not what wes used in the King fake, That iz CB, which
is differents I wonder that Boll had CB serials, How would 208 Poplar be res receipntion
whers the broadeast was uonifored?

Do you have a list of whai was stolen ,\.,,;xt the Armory, any J30-06 rifle would be
Vary, vory interesticg, wouldn't it7 :

His history and his Wallece coniccidon maks him of interest in some leads L'm
following, so if you have any vther scrap, no matter how seemingly insignifernt, I'd
appreciste. las he clese conucctions with any other locad politicos of which you lmow?

1 have nothing on tha other names, but sugiest GR check would be Lprropriate,

Your slory says he claias to have been o uajor orgamizer for Wallace. Any claim
%o have been a find raiser? Or to lhave travelled with others on such ventures? I lwwve
} such a lead, witheut naces. iny clali Yo friendship vith Leauder Poreg {84, dead)?

i This is the kiad of thing that cowld fit, Rave tio locul morgues arything on
3 im? There should have been some stories at least duing the cempeioma,
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Harold Veisbomg
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Enclosed is a letter from Wayne Chastain, reporter for the
Press-Scimitar and assoclate of the Committee, and a clipping on
Claude Cockrell.

Anything to add?
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495 UNION AVENUE
Memrpuis, TENNESSEE 38101

what you ougnt to know &bout Cockrell. He is a businessman,
ntreet wita the nighway patrol for rescue work(scuba diving |
ste.); spends & lot of time in New (rleans; has three other businesses,
vockrell Contziner Cerp.(kinde vajue about what it manufactures);

+25% Jerfp., an sempneessmaekeswme—vll explorsticn firm. fe claims he
also deals with fereign currency, including Cuban pesos, etc. Claims
&lso ne is in Trcuble with*Siste Uepsrtment and thut latter gressured

o

Canale's ¢fflees az02 to frume hAim,... -

o B

A o | :
How g=t é;iéf’;e was arrestesd, but never convicted cf tueft of
firearms from thne Tesnessse Air Natienal Guud'ﬁ armory. sSounds
like a rinuteman, dos'fou think?

fussell .. Thempson told me two yesrs 2,0 that he was tied in ‘e
somehow with the fzke peclice chase of tne liustang report transmitted
over tne Citizen 5and .dio system.

Jow zet tnis. Hote in the story about the raid on his adircss at
208 Foplar. Tnis smme cccurred in March 197C. although the mobile
radio telephcne was net feound, sscurity officers of the Scuth Bell
Telepnene Co., winc accozpanied pelice on the raid, said some CE radio
entznnas ou tre premises bslonged to the coupany and were stolen zbout
two years before. rclice seized them although they were not listed in
the warrant. i

Note tne dutes: two years befors karch 1970, wculd be March 1968--
less than a menth otefore the big event,

Cocarell is o bug on NISNENINDSEE tiree things: airplanes, electroic
gadgetry and fircarms. (lcggk nas been arrested on numerous occasicns
for discherging [irsarms, including firing a2 blank pistol st the wife
of alired andersson when he was 16.) dis fermer wife says ne is b
sangercus, s:though he nas a very friendly facude when yocu first meet -
nim. s i

Last. Cockrell professes tc be Iriend of a_Cal Bishop, a swarthy,
six feoter whom ne clairs he met in New Crleans. snop 1s a pilot, 2
cil explorer, adventurer, and is suppcsed to own a large share of stock
in american airiires. Lne mocbile telephone radio Cockrell is charged
with ccacealing, Cockrell seys, is really one thut Bishop sent him
+ir Freignt frow rénama City, runsma. Bishop also spends a lot of time
in kizmi, speaks fluent spanish, can puass as a Spaniard, and has scme
intelligence conuections, altacugh Cockrell does not recall what tney
were.,"de had been mixed up in a ccuple of revclutions in Scuth america,"

Cockrell mpmmmms says,’but he dcesn't remember what they were all about."
Bishcp is suzgosed to be about 40.

(mers
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“ jﬁry.Finds Cockrell Guilty
Of Concgali_ng Car Radio

By WAYNE CHASTAIN
- Press-Scimitar Stoff Writer

Claude Cockrell Jr., Mem-
phis businessman and one-
time American Party candi-
date for Congress, today
faced eight years in the peni-
tendiary after being convict-
ed of receiving and conceal-
ing a South Central Eell mo-
bile radio {elephane

Bell ?}"rs_te_m Tn'uzn;ibo-n-_s on the

: . ) Instrument and contacted - i
de msltrumenhs can be i the telephonecompany. i1 -
used to place calls to any Meanwhile, Lesh said, the

place in the nation and over-
seas, said Asst. Atty. Gen.
Ewell Richards

man had first signed the re- " |/
pair bill' 25 “'Car| Bishop,"! |

A jury brought in the ver-
dict last night after Richard-
son had subjected Cockrell
to a low-key but searching

one-hour cross-examination. = & Edwards, testified that
Cuck;::’l tlgok thestandinhis o ayine COCKRELL JR. * Wwas familiar with a bank 4
own behalf, count opened by a man whg

sn

This climaxed a weeklun% )
r

case before Criminal Cou
Judge Arthur Faquin. <
John Collier, .a key prose-
cution witness,. testified that
he had been a friend of Cock-
rell. He said he once accom-

T lalley sala tnere was evis
dence that the mobile unit
had once been installed in
the vehicle.

Two other defendants,
Morris Gammon Jr., 41, and
M. K. Ratliff, 3!, were ac-

der the name as *Jg
McNamara.”

AnAmerican Natip
Bank employe, Mrs. Ca

identified himself as Johnny. F
cNamara, and then point-Y
out in court as .

purporting to be-,

the man

McNamara,

Cockrell denied on the wit- "%
ness stand that the Continen- |

but Tater signed a checiin. -

panied Cockrell to the office A tal tak

: quitted. They had been in- en to Lesh was his, |
of ?":ﬁ el Belltchfililsigm dicted on charges of larceny claiming it belonged to 4 ‘
in Jackson, Miss., s in addition to the same ——— - !

a farm transaction.

Collier said he fell out with

Cockrell last year after he.

had lost $7,000 on an oil lease
venture with Cockrell. Be-
fore this incident occurred,
however, Cockrell had deliv-
ered to him a box sealed
with plastic tape and asked
him to keep it for him, Col-
lier said. - . .
Collier said he turned the
box over to the police shortly
before Christmas last year,

after learning that police |

had searched the Cockrell

Container Corp., 208 Poplag, |
on a warrant charﬁg C]ocﬁ-

rell with receiving and con-

cealing a stolen SoutheCen-

. tral Bell radio telephone. -
Memphis Police Li. J. P.

Talley testified that he led a |

“detail to the Poplar address
with a warrant after a tele-
phone company official
signed a complaint that he
had seen Cockrell talking
over the instrument while
sitting in a Lincoln Conti-
nental parked near the Shel-
by Countw Courthouse,

charges against Cockrell, -
The- indictment ch
that Ratliff originally had

rented the instrument from
the company, that his auto-

mebile later was wrecked,
and while it was being re-
paired, the instrument had
been removed; and that
Gatmmon, an accountant for
the garage, had reported to
the telephone company that
it had been stolen.

Under cross-examination
by Richardson, Cockrell de-
nied that he had assumed the
aliases of
Namara and Ca =

er, - Richardson had
placed on the stand Henry
Lesh, owner of a communi-
cation repair shop, who iden*
tified Cockrell as a man who
drove a Lincoln Continental
into the shop and asked for
repairs on the mobile tele-
phone system.

Lesh testified that his me-
chanic had discovered the

riend of his, Egrl Bishgp of
Panama Ci%,, anama.

signed the repair bill
because the car belonged to
him,” he said, 1
When Richardson asked
him if he knew how to get in
touch with Bishop, Cockrell
¢ thet
worked somewhere in South

America for a major oil

company. . :
Cockrell ran against Rep.
Dan Kuykendall in 1968 on

the American Party ticket,

claiming also that he was a

major organizer in the South

for George Wallace for presi-
dent, . -
He  announced for a 1969
special ' congressional elec-
tion as an: American: Party
candidate but withdrew,




